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(Continued from Fage 26)
Al 80, to cite #onse olher
examples, 8t Germanus  of
Copstanstingple considered the
fact eat the body of Mary,
the Viegin Mother of God, was
: fncorrispt and had been laken
! . up Into heaven to be In keep
) Ing, not only with her divine
: motherhood, bat Ao with the
special holiness of her virginal
Hody. *Thou art she who, a8 it
fs written, appearest In beauty,
and thy vieginal body b all
holy, all chaste, entirely the
dwelling place of Godd, 8o that
1 s hencelorth comptetely ex-
empt  froin  dissolution into
Aust. Though stiil human, It 1s
changext Into the hmwm{ lite
of Incorvuptibiity, truly living
and glorlour, undamaged and
sharing in perfect life.” (182

wriler asserti; “As the most

lothous Mothexr of Christ, our

viour and God and the giver

of life and Immortality, has

been endowed with iife by Him,

she las reccived an eternal in

corruptibility of the body to

gether with Him Who has

ralsed her up from the lomd

i and hag taken her up to Jim.

t el In & way known only to
Him." €19

When  this  iturgical feamt
+Wial heing celebrated ever mors
witdely and with ever intreas
fng devotion and piety, the
Blshops of the Church and fts
preachérs In continually great.
er numbers considered it thetir
auly openly and cleas’y 10 ex.
$laln the mystery that the feast
commemorites, and to explain
how It ts Itimately econnected
with the other revealed truths.

T™w Bchelsatio Thealuglans
" Among the scholastic theolo.’
gians therv have been many
who, wizhing te inquire more
profoundly Into divinely e
vealed truths and desivous of
showing the harmemy - that
exiats between what is tormed
the theological demonstration
_ . .« snd the Calhalie faith, have al~
ways considered it worthy of
Bote that this  pivilege of
the Virgin Mary’s Azsumptien
ta In wonderful accord with
those divine truths given us in
Holy Scripture.

When they go on te eaplain
this joint, \hey adduce various
pyoois to throw light en lhis
privilege of Mary. As the first
eloment of theme demnonstra-
Gons, they nalst upon the fact

, that, out o! tilial love for His

, Mother, Jesus Charist hns wilied
that she b assumed hnto
heaven. They base the strength

- - -of their-proofa on. the Income-
R panble dignity of her divine
mothethood and of all those
gmmvu whieh follow from
h“mﬁm fudude her eariled
Inede, entirely surpaning
the unctity of all men sad
ant of ail the angeis, the in-
timsite umion of Mury with her
Sen, and thw affection of pre-
evminent Jove which the Sem
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, inewred Sexiplare

; Cumverant, ik of lsceattvy- :
__tilale woonl
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the Amumption of the Blessed Virgin.
he Banlica, while the (sbthinl lsydly cheered:
¢ L Assental”

“Viva 1 Papa!
(NC Photos)

Lort's feet. Hence it Is that the
holy Psalmist writes: "Arise. O
Lord, into thy resting place:
thou and the ark which thou
hast, sanctified.’” And he as
serts that, just as Jesus Christ
has risen from the death over
whirh He trtumphed and has
ascended lo the right hand of
the Father. so ltkewise the ark
of His sanctification “has risen
up, since on this day the Vir
gin Mother has been taken up
to her heavenly dwelling = (28

When. durlng the middle
ages, scholastic theolagy was

espectally  flourishing, St ALk
kel thé Ureag who 1o estah
lish this teaching. had gathered
together many proofs from
Sacred  Scripture. (rom the
stotements of older writers,
and finall; from the IHturgy

and from what is known as
theological reasoning, conciud-

and authorities and from many
others. it I8 manifest that the
most hiessed Mother of God
fhas been assumed above the
choirs of angeia. And this we
believe In every way o be
true™ - (29)

And. in s sesmmon which he

. His Helinenn Pope

his homily euthning the reasons why he should prechaim sa

Cathalic dogwa that the Virgin Mary was “sasussed body and
dng

il Wte the glery of Hoaven.” The res of the homily {vered on the sa
cred day of
preceded the formml puhlic “ty twe dsys. Thie ﬁ Bleseed Virgin Mary's A»
is a radis phots. (NC Phoms) nuncistion, explalining the
of the Canticies “that goeth up  body bas seen on—be  Words “Hail full of grace”
by the desert, as & pilar s cawe ft was reafly united WOTUS used by the Yngel whe

addressed her, the Universd)

posnd as depicting that heaven:
ly Queen and heavenly Speuse

e never dealt drectly with

this question, nevertholess,
whenever he touched ypon i,
aiwaye held, tegether with the
Cathélic  Thitr'eh, that Marys
body had been assumed imte

€1
St. Denaventers
Along with many osthers, .
‘Bomverture, the Seraphic Doc
g tor, heid the same views. Me

'Bommmubnnpm |
bear dody to have MWM
tnte dust and asZes. (32)

In this way: “From these preofs -

flowing with delights, lean
wpon hér heioved.” (33) and &
plytng them Im a kind of
comanodated semac (0 the B

Pope Pius XIf's Proclamation on Assumption of Blessed VirginMary

In the Fiftmenth Century.

during a later period of srhi

lastic theology, 8t Bernard

{ Siena collected and dmgﬁ
evaluated all that the m

. asval theologians had sald »

tsught on Uds quéEtion
was not contemt with seul
Zown the princtpal ccmmdel"?
ons which these writers of an
eartler day had uready ea
pressed. bul he added others of
his own. The Iikeness betw
;od"s Mother and her dini
n. in the way of nobility .:3
dignity of body and of soul —

heavenly King—makes [t ¢
tirely
“should be only where Chr
Is” (3B)

Moereever, 4 b remsomable

The abovementioned tesch
Ings of the holy Fathers and
of the Doctors have been |p
common use during more ré
cent times. Gathering together
the testimonies of the Chrip
flans of cariter days N
Robert Bellarmine exc laimed:
“And whe, [ ask, couid heieve
that the ark of holiness thy
dwelltng place of the W orid
God. the temple of the Ho
Ghost, could be reduced
ruin? My soul s filled o}
hotror at the thought that thi
virginal flesh which had
gotten God. had brought Hi
into the world, had nnumm’/g
and carried Him. could havy
been turned into ashes or give
over to be food for worms.
37

In like manner, §t. Fran
of Saies. after amsperting tha
it s wrong to doubt that Jen
Christ has Himsell observ
in the most perfect way,
divine eommandment by whi
children are erdered to ho
thelr parents, asles this qu
Hen: “What sem would
ring his motheer btk to i
and would not bring ber in
paredine afier har doath if ke
coud?” (M) And B Alph
sus writes that “Jesua oid
wish to have the body of M
cortupted after dmath, since
would have redeunded o
own dishoner % have her
ginal fiesh, fresm which
Himeelf had apoumed )
reduced to dust” (W)

The Chureh's Felih
commemoreted a this feant

hui@mmmm&wgwtm was the phace o the
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(Continmed fromm Pay
word of God or la (
sndd whiclk are propost
(hurch, either Im solet
meni ar fa ita ordin
untversal teaching o
divinely revealed trutd
must be believed.™ (8§,

V arous testimonies,
tions and signs of 1]
maon belief of the Chy
o\ ctent
dow n ihrough the coun
centuries; and this san
becomes maore clearly |
[tom day to day.

Chrust's

the

out

by

professing

from remot(

faithful,

teaching and the
shigs ol thelr pastor
fea - ned TFoni tHe &4die
that the Virgin Mary,
the ¢course of her
ptigrimage,. led a life
cares, hardships, 1
row . and that. moreov
the holy old man Sim
foretold actually came
that Is. thkat a terribl
sword had plerced her
she stood under thé '«
her divine Son, our Re
In the same way, |l
difficult for them to
that the great Mother
like her only begotten §
actually passed from
~8ut this tn no way pi
therm from believing a

openty b

sacred body had new
subject o the corruptlo
tomb, and that augus
nacie of the Divine W
rever beenr reduced to ¢
ashes -

Actually, enlightened
vine grace and moved
fection for her, God's
and our own sweetest
they have contemplate
ver clearer light the

| harmony ard order .

dent God has lavishe
his revered associate

[ﬂ\ ileges which the mg

edeemer,

privileges

reach such an exalted

that

except for her,

created by God other t
human nature of Jesus
has ever reached this

The
hich have been dedic
he Virgin Mary assumr
esaven clearly attest th

do

Fvidences of Fsh
Innumerable

thos_-e sacred ima
everywhere for t!

tion of the faithful
ring this unigque triu
the Bicssed Virgin bef
oyes of all men M
cities. dioceses, and in
regions have been place

the

0

élnstﬁ

special
{;mrdianship of the

patronag

ther of God assum
heaven.
In the same way, ¢

ules. with the app

the Church, have been !

and have

taken their

from this privilege. N
> "We pass over in sie
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