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Pope Pius Xll's Proclamation on Assumption of Blessed Virgin Mary 
((.VtsMcitiwI fa-oat P a t * 2s) 
And #o, to die seme other 

mtitipki*, St. dermanus of 
Cwn«t»nUii<jpJe conaklewl the 
fact that the tmly of Mary, 
the VlrjrJn Mother of awl, «-*» 
Incorrupt «nd had been taken 
up Into h«Hv«n to b« In keep
ing, not only with her divine 
mollierhomt, bat alio with the 
•pfCMi holiness of her virginal 
fcody, T h o u iirt the who, u It 
k written, ippeareit fn beauty, 
«nd thy vkgtml body It »ll 
holy, ell chaste, entirely the 
dwelling plice of flotl, to that 
It It henceforth completely ea-
eropt froitt dissolution Into 
dull. Though aalli human, It U 
changed into the heavenly Ufa 
• f Incorruptibility, trwly living 
and glerloiii, undamaged and 
ehsrlng in perfect lite." <lf» 

An*- anwthtr v»ry- Tnreffar-
writer *«Mrtti "At the most 

f Unburn Mother of Chrlit, oar 
avlOur and God ami J he giver 

of life and Immortality, ha* 
been endowed with lite by Him, 
•he has received an eternal in
corruptibility of the body to
gether with Him Who ruu 
railed her up from the tomb 
and has taken tier up to Him 
•elf In « way known only to 
Him." U»> 

When thla liturgical feast 
.was being celebrated ever more 
widely awl with ever increas-
ixig devotion and piety, the 
JBIahopa of Ihe Church and tta 
preacher* In continually great* 
*r number* considered it their 
duty openly and clear y to ear-
plain the mystery thit the treat 
commemorates, and to explain 

>K>W It ts Intimately connected 
with the other revealed truths. 

1 * M A C R V M a a W O 'BflVaWaUfeaHM 

Among the scholastic throlo 
•tana them have been ninny 
who, wishing to Inquire more 
profoundly Into divinely re
vealed truths and desirous of 
showing the harmony that 
exists between whnt is ttimcd 
the theological demonstration 
t o d the Calholte telthh have «K 
ways considered It worthy of 
note that this privilege of 
the Vlretit .Slory'a Assumption 
ta In wonderful arenrd with 
those divine truths given us In 
Holy Scripture. 

When they go on to explain 
this point, they adduce various 
proofs to throw light on thta 
privilege of Mary. As the llrat 
element of theae demonstra
tions, they Insist upon the fact 
that, out of filial love for Hla 
Mother, Jesus Christ has wilted 
that the be assumed Into 
heaven. They base the strength 

-ef their -proofs on the Incoat-
peuabtt dignity of her divine 
motherhood and of all those 

rrogattvea which follow from 
Theae Include her exalted 

holiness, entirely surpassing 
Ha* Sanctity of all naea aad 
aese? at a l l tat angela. tin hv 
Uaaat* uauea at alary with her 
• • * , and the attacllan *f are-
eraloent k m which the Sea 
h a s far Ml matt worthy 

A vail rmtHHitetv reafeaeattag hatdreda of tt»a* sands from the fear cerwere of taw globe, gath
ered la i t , feter'a Saasre, Retrie, on Xeneanber I, te hear t*ope Flat XII areetabn the seisms 
eefalueei of the Dogma of the AasannaUan af the Messed Virgin. Hla Kesaesa la ahewa heme 
aJeft ha Ike prtccwaltn te the Basilica, while the faMafal loudly cheered: -Viva n rape! Vhra 

l /Asaaatar (NC rhotaa) 

Lont'a feel. Hence it U that the 
holy Psalmist writes: "Artse. O 
Lonl. into thy resting place: 
thou and the ark which thou 
hast, sanctified.'" And he »» 
serta that, juat aa Jesus Christ 
has risen from the death over 
whlrh He triumphed and has 
ascended to the right hand of 
the Father, so llkewtae the ark 
of HJs aanrttfiration "has risen 
up. since an this day the Vir
gin Mother has been taken up 
to her heavenly dwelling " 1281 

When, during the middle 
a(r«g. scholastic theology was 
especialh nourishing. St Al-
fwt ih* l.rfat who to estah 
llsh this teaching, had gathered 
together many proofs from 
Sacred Scripture, from the 
statements of older writers, 
and flnall; from the liturgy 
and from what la known u 
theolojrtcsl reasoning, conciud-
In this way "From these proofe 
and authorities and from many 
others. It Is manifest that the 
most blessed Mother of God 
has been assumed above the 
choirs of angela. And this we 
believe In every way to be 
true "(29) 

And. in a sermon which as 

At a sestt-prtvaie eenahrtery, la the presence of St Oaretaala 
aad mere ttwa »W ataaepa, Hla HaUaeaa reee rtea XII reads 
hla homlty wtMnlng the reaaone why be dteetd aredalm aa 
GaMkafte eagme that the Virgin Marr wea -laaeang baay aad 

T h e reaehag; el ibe fcomfly 
e two aaya. This 

OftM «her« axe theeenlatM 
aatd jsrebctMit whe, toltawlnc 
ha the *eet»fcaa at t h e haly 
ratattt, 430) have haasa rather 
free k their net et tveatta and 

• ••pitatiiiua Ulrtet ftewt Slertd 
•ferifctur* to expaalh taetr be-
Uef la the AatuaKaatloa. Thua, 
t e meatleei « leek et Hat teitta 
t^eav^tly dted ha thla feahtoa, ' ~ 
•aaaa have emelaytd flat- ward* 
a* the l ^ l M t e i - « l b « a » l 6 
taw*, Into thy ratt lw ahet: 
ttMMi and the ark, which thou 
haat ssncttfW"; ^ D a«d have 
loeked Uaae the Arlc^e* the 
Oaaweiaes*, twtH at hwcertwa-

-Jaal»JKaeftV4lil*-1i^^ — 
Lerd** teaaale, aa t & ef the 

iwsai tit the oamiptkw* e f the 
teaabaei i htlae* u» ha tueh 
aataVaaart*- -U^^^kasaaOdBaa- -. 
t j e ^ a a i y afKr-^PV^lVwlItt-

- "»YeirfrirfftW«iuo}ect 
•lee eettrtb* b*r *> 1 ^ ^ 

^ a t »( |he 0K M^-tRit the 
•ttrlre Redeemer. (»> Uke-
*«aa thay jmentiim tht Spouat 

hHe the fiary ef aTaaeea. 
aeaeal p 
fa a raeae sbeu. 

af the Canticiea "that gocth up 
by the deatrt, aa a pillar -f 
sotehe at> aromatteal apace a. ar 
myrrh and franMaccnee" te he 
crewaed. <23) Theae are pre 
paaed at eeeictine; that heavea 
ly Queen and heavenly Speuae 
whe has been lifted up te the 
caurta of heaven with the 
alvhae Brtiegroem. 

<NC 

body has seen corruatioa—be
cause it was really united 
a*«|n te her soul and, tagether 
with K, crowned with great 
elory is* the heavaaly courts. 
"far ahe was fllMd witii graea 
ant) breaeed among wemen. She 
alone merited te conceive the 
true God of tree Gad, Wheea 
aa i virgin, ahe brought forth, 
te Whean ahe aave atiHu fond 
Hag Hire taaoa her breasts. 
aad ha all thhaga aha waited 
uaea Him with revereat care." 

m 
a*, Aathaay ef 

Amoaa; the holy wrttera who 
at that thee employes: state 
•ntnta and verieoa toaafia and 
aaewtlea ef Sacred Scripture 
t e illustrate and to ceaffrm the 
doctrine of tad Assumption, 
which they pkmaly aeUevcd, 

/ 4 . . the a>aageikel l>a*ter St. 
g*--dtsrtasape»Tn^J<s^^ -* -

^Att-..--M.T. .-•? --Mr.;.- j ir i iuasr **e?ial piece. On the leatt day 
Zt JT* .fT^C'lf !?A •S'lZm&Z *-*t the AtaUisuyH** IrJiBsrw*. 
J S - l e a a S ' a f ^ S t S ' ' l^sJafeif^fl* Prepeet'a w«da: 
I S lIgS5.1 St SJ £*T* , "̂ 1 wia t**ify,-tt* place of my 

•aswaa 'VBB^raBBBSjajHBBBj •as^a^Hp^Hpaa^-. 

•haae^pT ^pa*vHS aPjjPa*eepBaa ws^NresseW^Pssi eHaT 
SBBBBBsBBi Was^sVaassl aaa* 'aaaaak ^ttssasB VrwaasBsL •PasHsHsl T^elPaeaTaa ."•ff ssfeW £WW1W al^SPaer1 

Mast: "Hast 'fast at erase the 
^ ^ ^ e ™ » ^ ^aawaaŝ p ^ eases was f̂ce>waw/wa w ^ 
J^fcaaJI Hah SBTSBBBBI ^•^aaata, a -^^- .^^^^ ^^— ,̂ 
•**>•£•• - aast ^eefsVM eesHaw^ BswesawPanpl essi^P 

X -most-ploua rtvan, Ama* 
tut, Ittshc* bj^ Laueannei heM 
«V*t th* Virgin Marye fteah 
hl« ¥*rr*rhed mcemvpt---tor 
ft It wrong to hehtira that her 

'SnEfffl lift*]? ,Wfc--W«f(lii;""l» I * CaW' 

taJn that the dteltte Jtedeemer 
^ k i | a^BhsHsBBatdVaaailf 'asa^HaV ^ L ^ p j b u . - ^ — 
•aanlt** •MPpBtsffAHCf(CVI. W l s e s ^ - eael^^ClaeTHr 

-a l l iuMi 'lUHaasiv'-takâ arBV'' Shuaa^saaasas! BM^ l̂lrseaasw ^ f W l f J Jt*slaf -JffW&fr. *f*CTW^T|5a1( J s l w u I V * 

-«re# ..wwem'̂ /Mk-, had. recetvied 
huihsri flesh. He tsspertj that 
-1^y«UilBt£irW',her»' * cleir state-
went that the Bleated Vtrgln 
hea been aasumed m her body. 
which wea the place *! the 

delivered on the aacred day af 
the Blessed Virgin Marya An
nunciation, e x p l a i n i n g the 
worda "Hail, full af grace," 
words used by the angel whe 
addressed her. the Universal 
Doctor, comparing the aseaeea 
Virgin with Eve, atated dearly 
and tnetaivety that aha was ex
empted from the fourfold curse 
that had been laid upon Kve. 

Following the feetatepe af 
Ma dlstinguiahed teacher. aX. 
Thomas Aqubsaa, the AngeJie 
Doctor, despite the fact that 
he never dealt directly with 
t h i s question, neverthaiees, 
whenever be touched upon it. 
always held, teeethar with the 
CathoHc Church, that Marys 
body had been assumed late 
heaven along with her aeuL 
(31) 

Afong with many others. St. 
eSonaventure, the Seraphic Doe-
tor, held the same view*. 4Re 
ceeaWeted It a s entirely ear-
sain that, aa God had preserve* 
the Moat Holy Virgin Mary 
from the violation of her vir-
fcinal purity and integrity ha 
. conceiving and ra childhirth, 
He would never have permitted 
her body to have been roselvoa 
ante dust and as&ea. .32) 

Scfh^aeiei "Whe Is ahJa 
aba* raaseih ep fiiem aha aeatel, 

flowfag with delights, lesnl 
upon her hefoved." (S3) and mi 
Vtftam them ha a hand of 
romanodated senate to the Bh 
ed Vtrffta, be resaews the*; 
"Froen lab) we can tee thai she 
bitbeee hwastj . . . her biese-
eaaese wesad sot have bees* 
complete aaleas she were there 
aa a aerssa. The teal h not 
pereasa, bet the teal, Jadoed 
the body, b a seraaa It l» i 
t/eai eaat the as there In 
sad as body. OUurwIan 
sreeid aal peaeaas her eemp 

(M) 

t 

ury. 
during a later period of irho 
lastlc theology. St. Bernardino 

f Siena collected and diligent 
evaluated all that the medi

aeval theologians had said, spd 
taught on this question A 
was not contest with setting 
down the principal consider* 
(ions which these writers of an 
earlier day had already ea 
pressed, but he added othen s i 
his own. The likeness betueet) 
God's Mother and her dnine 
Son. In the way of nobility sod 
dignity ol body and of soul — 
a likeness that forbids us to 
think of the heavenly Queen 
as being separated from the 
heavenly King—mikes It tr^ 
tlrely Imperative that Mary 
"should be only where Christ»» 
la" (3B) 

snsMe 
liy the 

ef a aaan 
aad body 

hart eat 
besveaty glery. FlsaOy. 
UM> (3nBrri baa atrer look* 
for she sadBy rsfaea of 
•leased Vtrgta aor prop 
taeaa fee las v a w i l l u n of 
pwepie, we have a proof on the 
order ad a tewalhls expert™**. 
(Ml 

The abovementloned teach 
Ings of the holy Fathert and 
of the Doctors have been (JJ 
common use during more re 
cent timet. Gathering tpseuiej 
the testimonies of the i'hr|s-
rtans of earlier days fjt 
Robert Belkrmine exc Umed' 
"And who. I ask. could Me.iev* 

that the ark of holtn«*«s tttg 
duelling place of the VSorui q1 
God. tbc temple of tr*** Holy 
Ghost, could be reduced (6 
ruin? My aoul U filled ;«ith 
horror at the thought that ttyii 
virginal Oesh which Ixad be 
gotten God. had brought Hltn 
Into the world, had nourished 
and carried Him. could have 
been turned Into ashes or given 
over to be food for wt>rms7 
i371 

In rise manner. It. Francis 
of Sake*, after asserting thai 
it a strong ta doubt that Jena 
Christ has Hanself observed, 
in the moat perfect way the 
divine commandment by which 
children are sreoTta- to hon 
their parents, aatta thts que 
Hen: "What sea would 
•Hag bis miwaar hack to III 
and weuM not bring her inf 
earsatae after ass? iaath if he 
could?'' (»«Asafl ft, Alphe 
sua writes that "Jam did 
wish te have the sety af Ma 
cerrupted after death, since 
would have raaasatsid to 
ewa eashoaar te haw her 
final Oeah, frasm which 
Himself had aastaaed He 
reduced te duet," (M) 

insah 
Ones the myatery which ta 

commemorated ha this featT 
had been placed i s its prop 
light, there were many resell 
era who. Instead af dentin 
with the theological reasoning 
that shew why tt at fitting an 
right to, W B m He* bodily 
sumpiiaw Of the aaast* 
Mary hato htsvaa, ehoee I 
locus thefc- mind tuel tttentic 
e a the iaith ef Hag Chuxch I 
self, which Is tad Mystiei 
Body ef Chrlet vrfthout stat. 
ar tpet teO) aad h called b 
the Apostle t h e riBar an 
grcood ef traeVMei* M r' 
mg on this tamaeM amltii. thaf^ 

rXeasssaei ah Fnge «•> 
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