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The Asstim 
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&zp0 Plus 3QI wflt be r * s n ^ l * m i fa the issatory «f 
feeelegy for assay tbi&gs. Om ifeisfes. offta&d of tiis tsssy-
cfarf letters! oa ttte CtereSs as tfe* Mystical" Betty of 
Christ, iijsd an life* saemS iifcsrgy a s ffee efftdal wumhip 
of tfee Cterch. TtMofe^rjaps w p ever fee guMed by his *ss» 
directives to the m * » t «aerelie*l an sosiKif theuteg), m4 
biblical scholars wiS always be grateftil to aim fear his est* 
coar^eratsnt of gdea&Sc aertptam! *>t«dkss. One reraem-
b«rs a s well his decrees eorscertiiag tfe» cKtrs«jadirfcary min
ister at Ccinfiimation; ami the Apostolic Caa*UUititm 
wtuch settled the ajp-okl dispute abnai the <ss&eom of fclte 
sacrament of Holy Orders. \ ^ 

But the Ifucst iisporfcsat step of bis poat,tfic*s,e « Use 
announced definition of She doetria*" of the Assumption of 
Mary's body into heaven. The prospective dafiaittaa makes 
moat timely a discussion of the meaaing apd history of the 
doctrine, the reasons which impel us U> accept it. and the 
signifieaiiee of the definition itself. 

Meaning of the Asatimptioa a&twjt Our U d j her aamtry. 
An ultimate and •othortta^.^jppjj^M^,•-***---&<*~^ky»--^ar 

tive—affBRRioar'or'TEIw e x p m - earth. 
ston "the bodily Assumption pt 
the Blessed Virgin" cessot be 
given by any Individual save 
the Pope Only when the Papal 

jlg/iftniUon rom«9 forth shall we 
know with exactitude what Is 
contained In this prerogative 
of the Virgin Moines- of God 
In the strictest tense, the e i 
pression m A n a no more than 
the glorious transferral of 
Mary's body. Joined with in 
soul, to Heaven. Defined In 
this sense, the doctrine of the 
Assumption does not nccessar-
i.y involve the death of Mary. 
or an anticipated resurrection 
Must Catholics, however. taste 
a larger Mew of the Assump
tion artel In their mind the doc-
rrhV itself would Implv 'a i 
the death of Mary, ibi the 
miraculous preservation of her 
body from decay; (c) the re
union of her beatified aoul 
with that body; id) the glori
fication of the risen body; <e>l 
the translation of It to trie 
halls of Heaven. 

We may expect that the 
Holy Father. In his forthcom
ing definition. will make off! 
d a i this larger concept, but 
there does remain the posslbll-
lt> (hat he will b> pass the 
question of Mary's drain, and 
define aril) the Assumption fcn 
thp strict sense. 

History of the Assumption 
The first literary reference 

to thp Assumption, anions doc
uments now at our disposal. Is 
contained in a semi-flrttonal 
vturK af in*- fifth cent urv m 
fl'l<vl T h e Passing of Marv " 
In 'he ennv da>* of ihe> 
("hurih rr.am ( hrtsllans not 
r»»nlenl wjth the blographl< a I 
ma'rrtal o' 'he New T>*!» 
menl rorrp<>M-<l -nanv pieces 
of literatim- in fni m thp gaps 
le>ft by the inspired writers. 

These books arc railed the> 
< "hrtstian "apocrypha " .Some 
ot them deal with Out Lord. 
and give details about iHls In 
fancy, sojourn In Egypt, and 
i he hjdden lite at Nazareth. 
< >*her aprocrypha.1 works, com
posed about the beginning of 
'he fifth century, purport to 
p.v-e biographical Information 

All scholars are agreed that 
these apocryphal boofca are a t 
testa semlflctlonal mnd that, 
many of the events narrated 
therein originated soiply v»itll 
tht linagJnation of the author 
There does ht>*»ocr seem tt> 
have heen a suiitl r»rc of his-
turira fad art»ur«] » hii h Use 
apoci)phal « i n e t .wapped his 
iaiyer of imaginative descrip
tion, but the ta^a o( ctiaengag-
Inj; the truth from the fiction 
is. for a private scholar, a dli 
ficuit one. And. in passing, it 
might be «p|| to iihierve that 
in defining the Assumption mm 
|xart of her fairh ihe i"hurrh 
in no sensr intends lo afflrrn 
the historical truth of all ih* 
details ponUineti In these n.*r 
ratlves," 

Whe.i we pasis from he fifth 
re-nlur) to the stain, w e find 
clear references to the doctrine 
In more respectable jources A 
forerunner of tfegRoman Mis
sal, t la Sacrarrifrntaty o f Pope 
St- Gregory (5?«-€fm, contains 
a prayer (or t h e fput of the 
Assumption which declares 
that "on this d a y the Blessed 
Mother of God suffered tem
poral death, but ft was not pos
sible that the w h o gave birth 
to our incarnate Lord . . . 
s h o u l d be subjugated by 
death." It should be noted (hat 
parti of the Saerarnentary are 
older lhan the aixth cs»ntm> 
and that Assumption praver 
may well ,he one of lh*»*e. 

Ahout this s a m e time, the 
Assumption us* likewise bring 
celebrated to the east and to 
the? west of R o m e In the 
Orient the Emperor Maurice 
Is said to h*ivf» rom rnji nded 
tha' 'he fr«t|va, be kept w xt-
• ordanre w,'h *e»lpin pr»' 
'Ice. i,n lh<> fif• r-»-nf 1. of A i 
g i s t . And in S|«am 'hr M i/a 
ruble liturg'v speaks of Mary 
hav <nu h«*en atsucrted Info the 
rh.»irs r.f an/rl* and virp -i< 
a f ' c being gUfiit^n^i t»> I've 
gif' of Incorrupt f'i>«h And 
frorn the same cer.iur> 'hr 
voice of St Greg*>rv •>! Tours 
U h^ard from l)au. The I>.nl 
rommamW 'he hmi h««rfv of 
Mar\ to he l.irne on a c io irt 
to Paradise A hi*r*» rpu/tj***d '<? 
it* soul rt enjoys thr never-
ending blisj of eternity " 

Later Fetfcers and Thfoteglans 
A s »e come nearer our own 

.WAKV'S A » S l WPT10N: Thw attrracfi*e easgraTk« try ma 
iinislentilled artist deptcta fne Asattn^XlM a f 0 « r Bieaae^ 
HoOte*. ft IK from a n old rrancl*ean 3&wal„ pirinlea b y Pfatrtfe 
at Antwerp in 1793. The Slfesal te *& ''$» rare »»ook eolli^rliOrl o f 
the library of St. Bonaw*tu?» llnfeecjaty, S t . Bo«*T4-j|ilttr«» 

P B f K i A t M l M i THE DOGMAi Pope Plus IX, pf#e||ilmtaW| 
the dogma of fee Immaculate ConceptJao, In St. sVttYa 
Baslika. Some, UM, la the sulijrct off thte palaang fcy Fraiv 
remctj Podeatl of Atwoaa (1S0MMMU. I t b e M i f twa fmwroea 
by him In the Uall of the Inunacvlate CaaeepUa* la ta* Vail-

Metltttur*. t w » '(ritMrVatidiia. 
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llmea. the testunonles to the 
itorrnne become njoye httnieT-
nua Such Oriental Fathers at 
St. M adostus of Jerusalem, St 
John of Darhascua, and St, An
drew of Crete have entire ser
mons dedicated to the Aaaump-
lion. The insignificant opposi
tion led by Usuard, a Parisian 
monk »a» never thought ser
ious enough to mertl refuta 
tion h> the great medieval 
schoolmen. 

While St. Thomas merely al
ludes to the Assumption In 
his monumental gamma, his 
rTimracniary on the Angelic 
Saiuiation fftves nAm an oppor-
tuni'y lo eapresa his own faith 
a' some lenjrth There he «»• 
sir-i i.'wi' i(if Bhcssed Virgin 
H I ri.' »,,t.|ivt io corruption, 
%.t., r *̂ie v»a« assumed with 
i-e, :«-:•, ,r ••> Heaven. We be 
I.I-VC tha' af'er rle-a'h She Wn* 
r»i«(«d and taken to lira van 

\ » v i a *« i«mes from the 
g <a' ihe.i.»ci.ins of modern 
lime* Su*r*»/ laught that It 
u-i-,«i t# i,\%.t> i> d*-n> 'he d'tc 
tmc \\hn«- fk-nertirt XIV, 
nn'i ig a« a private theologian 
br[,,re hu rlevatlon to the 
'h«,f of iv tn maintained that 
• be docirine *aa net an afUcl? 
of faith, he rwvertheless noted 
that it would be extremely 
rash to oppose It And subse
quent theologians have all af
firmed the doctrine, confining 
their disputations to the rela
tive worth of argument* in lt» 
favor, and to the frasibiljty of 
defining It as an article of the 
Catholic fairh. 

The Assumption Movement 
The paaj ceniary saw the 

rUe of what history wffl know 
as the Asswnptkmist move
ment, a con&rted effort to 
have the doctrine defined by 
the Pop*. This effort began In 
1849. when Wvo btahops ap
pended to thefcr petition for the 
the definition of the Imraacu-
la'e Conception, a similar re
quest for the definition of the 
Assumption. As time passed, 
other msch readiest* were 
made, the most celebrated of 
which was the petition from 
nearly 200 bishops at the Vati
can Council, in 1870. These pe
titions continued to pour info 
Rome in ever growing num
bers, ur.'tl. iry 1SHO they had 
come from 73'» of the sees to 
t&e Church. 
"But Rome herself remained 

silehj uniil Hay I, l*« , wken 
Pope Plus Xff sent the secret 
encyclical letter Detparae Vtr-
gink fo all Use feVihop* of the 
worM. In tU» teiler. the Hoty 
Father asfeetf two vital qoes> 
tJons: (I) fa your prudence 
and wisdom, da yon think thai 
th» corporeal Asstunptiem of 
tfee KteiMed Virgin can be pro-
pewea arsd »>Xin*d a* c rfogma 
of faith r m Do yow, wit* 
year clergy and people, hope 
Utr fha*? 

Ait aartifi^ to L'Osatervafore 
Romano, $&•* Au$Zm*, 1S59. 
carrtes a recapltulat&sn of the-
rejsiies. Of the I20O Ordinar
ies 'who Bepa&S, afig3itly eves' 
986% gave ah aiflrrnatrre an-
rsc«r to both queailcms. Some-
wfeat ham Uia/j Hc,i expressed 
soine doubt, gcO«raRy over ihe 
QfqpssftB^ îessr of tins dsfJaJ. 
{.tea After ftavfmg teareed fit 
OM? werartfSlfhJjsg iaWHweiif in 

favor of th definition, the Holy 
FitKeir'then anlrio^ncHllwThe 
Intended to define the doctrine 
on Nov, I, 193a 
The Aj*«mptiM i M Hiaktry 

Now to p*M to trie third part 
of thta paper ~- the rtt*on» 
which impel our assent to the 
doctrine 

The flr»t observation to hi 
made is this, that while the 
Assumption la t historical fact, 
it is not historically demon
strable 

The Resurrection of Our 
Lord la both a historical fact 
and historically demonstrable, 
for we have contemporary 
document*, wortlij of «*-
(lenie which testify to It. 
These d'xwnenta were either 
wrltien b> men who had aeen 
our risen I»i(l (like Mat I hew 
and John> or who at least had 
direct i-»>ntact with those who 
had seen Him i like Mark and 
lAike' 

In the c**e of the Assump
tion of Our Lady. «Ufch histor 
leal documents are completely 
absent The earliest extant lit 
e r a r y refef>nce which is 
worthy of efedesgs is ef th* 
sixth century—aome five hun
dred years after fhe event. 
Future discoveries may bring 
us an earlier account. 6r an
tedate one presently know n. 
but aa matters stand toda> 
there It a gap «of some 500 
years between the event and 
the first "reputable description 
of i t 

It must be confessed that 
the ailence of the'first five cen
turies is embaraaaing to us. 
But there is also aaoifsej em 
bara.Mlng alienee, fweniy cen-

***m st lsl l ls l l lasssi ftlksBi BSEtaHliskST tHla^ijUaj. Jaai »lsmi haajyasjlaa UUSW|M| gjjk ' |^ j s . |gasJL£A-:. 
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*mpty ftawj out r » City;, lilt Mrgfo |i»r j^pj - ; M | | | th* 
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ever pttmm«4 to present ffJiif 
as thejwineMor of tier facred 
body. Trill w&uld leent lo 1 M i 
strong Indlcatkm that the. 
Christian* o f •ntl<tulty unl-
v e n a i l y recogni/nl fJhat It w a f 
not upon the earth. 

Theological CtMUttfcfatlorsi 
Many Uieoioglani, ailmltttef 

the diaicuIUes Involved tit *n 
appeal to history, fctvs rt-
course Is fhmlojlraJ reason
ing. Their points of etetMftur* 
are predomlrutntly twet'. M*ry"« 
Immaculate Conception, and 
her divine rnatemUy 

l a ' t h e present oeialer, «r« 
know from attvln* r**rlalion 
that death a n # aUaoitfiloti a r e 
tonicted by 6 « d solely M • 
penally for Original Ma. S o 
far aa taw betfjr U csnwcerrveat, 
we ale and decay tampi? aa • 
penalty for mat alMre l a 
Adams fall, N o w Mary M i * * 
share ! - Asajn'a f*li, m part 
whatsoever ia id* gttftt. Vnm 
these two premises, H wmM 
seem tm follow t in t Hfilher 
roaM the have eome aaader Hie 
ancient curse, "sinto <NMI ih«tt 
•halt rettirn." If Msry W M 
ever preserved from aln, fll» 
corruption of faa •KM), •** 
ahosM also have a w n are-
served from the- carra^Hoa o f 
(he body, the penally tafjkled 
ay God far aln, 

A" yet atronger conitlderitlon 
Is that derived from Mnry't di-
v^s^'maternlty. All Chrlsllaaa 

m$, when even in mt ifMfi 
Hr f hetight of h«p'*nd fNpriF^ 

4M-''MWM'̂ Ii 
j#* | ;J» . * r ' ' ! 

•P(P|Wi* • " P g H * ^fHwi-— ».;..-. 
Jngi 'fNit l l | l t . •K|Kfiil-,lWI4 4̂MMp 
j ^ i a i l asa^sAiltfais^* . ti&. ^saslse^v- sUsW -~ 

tH« m#d*ttii«i Mf*fj»itflr« 
tir»-.|fw# fhf ^*»#cf«f * v, 
mtm mhm »h» f*r#Ki d*. 
^Biivlfrd.«grm 

Iffff 

If4fi ^ « of m«- Anle-**ktne 

i#d her t» th#«gj*#f . i## i t i»*Wi _ , k ... 
tint* whom 'if* roved, lit* *r^ . ' In, t r* hUtoryrf aa****, »< 
wfpoieiK* W ihewh by Hktsttf-, ^ ' h a l ^ M - . l s W - f t f l i ^ ^ 
Hy to1 ralte oinm ind flff|NW^ • \ « ^ JMrifeMt :l*«t .•"* '**' 
JB«*tU»«#|d. '• "••-;••*»•r"-A — « - ^ - ^ " ^ -

Kow wilh «he*t Wcta jn 
mind, let Us * * to what |is> 
gfUon the Chfijtian who # . 
nle» the- AMUmpfloft U fer*ed 
to «uw^ *tfin«f. ffrlrftfsihf 
to deny either (he er«n|pole«r» 
or the filutj devotion of Jtm*. 
If, at • devoted «#» *ur*ly 
vv'otilrl, Me willed to protect Ml 
mother from rot tnd decim 
but did not to **> because of 
Ilia Inability, then He <m)& 
not be orrtriijpafenL If, o» the' 
ether hmd, if* w» *W* to d«. 
io, hat taii(r|(Jfei,r tm m,-#'-. 
laeklAf Iff ftJ W «r*dpft( W * 
to tak# from Miry # jeftro#' 
itivf <if ter- 4*www- *te" 
vateH* 1 4 & ^ i ^ WJlW-saf. . 

ceiierwr w^tm, •-•,"'.,; - ; -'.' 
th*.. «tett §f- tht -'̂ h*ttf -. 

chtimn idwi^iWsMrtt".-
*gafr«! «h« W*« that Jiiwa watt' 
Ito thoufhtJe* 61 the hand* 
(h»! fed Hfrn. the Ilpa (hat 
IdtM&d Him, m torn 'hat e*-
fesa«f fitrnv th* wonjri <fi*t 
contained trim, and the breasts 
that nturaed film, »o hwdifs* 
and rtliou* to the file of tM 
deaf ied> *f Mft molh*f ihsf . 
lie Mt it ip woirtJet, rot «i«J 
dec** jd #« #^W«rd » * ! « , ; 
It l» for thijiitiaa^ that iftr^? 
*ha Aga IftriSed f* Mi'-#«rai;/ 
and Mlryr **W»t ferfftf fctrasf'c' 
aeif. f»- * tfMisg| ei MafJ*# A# 

•winr**-" 

Ail \m »̂W* PJPPWI''JPBI| 

.*f* Uf-Mi9Sf4$tfll^i llliilt' %i6g' 

' 4 t a r ^ - s s s a f i i s a i ' ' - i * . « i -

-*l 

^0a^t.\:-^i 

• 7ra*fm 
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^ i s g y 4 ^ ) * * v*, <*»•«#« tf 

r^ripiiaie ««4' I N .4««di^Hiio« , 
The • theetanfeit: m$®0& •* 

Juat given Ur* vntf stjrdh|fi , 
,«nd. fo my mind, «f« Jkuf»> 
dent as g proof of the frjUa 
of the Astartiptloh- it it( h<iW> 
ever, oiw thtog. fo -pr#W» thai 

' AiwumptlOB to 08 * ffUtht «JfMf 
gnofnar tfibrg fo f t r^t ihat U 
U * stveahd t ram And, St 
»ho«ia he remembe*^ hift** 
we c*n legiSimsicly aiteftiJ# 
»ny proporiitoH wfth dfrhts 
fait*, we afccmid first he tnor-
aUy «sttlf» that the propel** 
tt^n |tt mmfa&i* h«e« )rsW.f 

o«9islss#^Kiwi| 
' ca« '-jB%'.-'.||iaif 

{M'tW^slWjII.--,.. 
fKwitsds* m&tfcMtente 

M*% dttmewi w # t , * f f 

m mm^mH ** J#«*t fm- -

fen t > W « W < j>> ,% J V 

iaS-g.SS.3fe, 
over at trixh *rw â '*WriTMirt t@«gr 

,*, UM parents), Cod d#d»r»| 
_ HI *h«t »# »rf» j&mtjg&to: 

of th* 'jnexwed mtjm^m ik&^*&jci!&&m-lfgm pt**v - »'mm *nlt «#« # $ > * 
fa 1*1* «se t y ftsjolrip^oiifflj*. -̂ f theVrnetiaa .%*o*»t. 1i**laf •' ^ J i M k *i^- l%i«^^fe« u»,- is^ t -^ ? 
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