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Family Center Provides 
Counseling (hi Marriage 

Assistant Oircctors of Catholic Charltios 
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p h t u r n l aftpwts of m a r r i a g e 
are d i s f -u t sed ('ana Confer­
ences are available for m a r r i e d 
people In order to h e l p ttwrn 
acqu ire a deeper Ins ight Into 
the PX(.«»rtert«-e6 of l?w»r m a r 
rted life and lo h e l p t t w m 

'm.ijntairi the ir rplatl'Jn»?itp nl 
|r» hi^HjMit |p\-el In 'add l t 'on t» 

tficsp SJPTVICPS. the p a r i s h 
priest a h v a y s m a k e s b l m s c l f 
a l a l i a Me f o r IndtvtiiuaJ coun­
se l ing tn KptrHuaJ atui usani l 
m a i l e r s . • " 

T h e 0 « u i r h r e c o g n t o t a thai 
In rert.ttn soc ia l ami p s y r t i o l o j j t 
cal a r e a s . Its eff»rt« s h o u l d be 
suppiptnuntied by profcNslonal 

w o r k e r s w i t h !^I^w1tli• i r a m U t g 
»nd *&ifl In Owso » r K » . llmv-
ever, b e c a u s e «ft» C h u t v n tloe« 
h a v e a dpf fn i i* a l i i tude In t*»-
jjard t o tnarrtage, tt l » *nli-
c » a a » t h a i p*r*o«w e n g a g e * In 
marita l eaunseJjng «ppr»»fn-n 
thinse pr»!»lKms (n a « » r i T I O » 
Cathol ic prtnripie i . 

F'oster Care Program For Children 
Offers Helping Hand In Family Crisis 
l i \ou a r e a parent perhaf»s 

sompt lme in the pa*t y o u h a \ e 
k n o w n wfiat 11 means to fe«*l 
hard pre»s««<i to mee t y o u r 
fami ly ' s n e e d s M a y b e y o u 
have been s o burdened that 
m o m e n t a r i l y at least, y o u h a v e 
wished t h a t you eould b e 
spared the trouble of h a v i n g 
the c h i l d r e n around They 
asked for t h i n g s and y o u c o u l d 
not jrlve t h e m to t h e m . T h e y 
wanted y o u t o talk a n d e n p l a l n 
s o m e t h i n g w h e n y o u r m i n d 
Has rnliea away w o r r y i n g 
• bout a slrfc brother or an u n 

paid bill. B u t you p e r s i s t e d 
You l i s tened t o your ch i ldren ' s 
w h i m p e r i n g You smiled w h e n 
your heart arhed. Y o u k n e w 
this n a < afl part of the b i g 
Job of be ing a parent a n d com*" 
what m a y . y o u were g o i n g t o 
see It t h r o u g h . Why? Because 
you loved y o u r children a n d 
that bond b e t w e e n y o u w a s 
more i m p o r t a n t than a n y t h i n g 
else . 

S o m e B r e a k D o w n 

But some parents b r e a k 
d o w n i n a crista. W h e r e y o u 
perais led, t h e y canpot. R e i u e -
bint ly b u t grawluauy, t l i e y let 
their ch i ldren down. N o t n e c e s ­
sar i ly b e c a u s * they w a n t to , 
but m o r e ofta»n because t h * y 
are bl inded b y the o v e r p o w e r ­
i n g g r a s p of tfcefr o w n w o r ­
ries. * the ir troubles , p e r h a p s 
their s e l f i sh des ires . 

W h e n y<m a r e on the o u t s i d e 
looking in on a family, y o u c a n 
afford to b e Judgmental a n d 
qulekly c o n d e m n the p a r e n t 
w h o f a i l s i n . h i s o b l i g a t i o n s 
and responsft»fliU«s, H o w e v e r , 
when y o u g e t to k n o w s u c h 
parents, a n d h e a r the p e i n f a l 
detai l s of b w their f a m i l y has 
dis in tegrated a n d their honne 
has broken up, ytw emnoi be fp 
but feel p&itgs o f g;uilt f o r t h e 
part you a n d society a»" a 
whole h a v e p l a y e d In t h e trag* 
edy. A h e i p t e g hand aJosfcg 
the way might have r e l i e v e d 
the b u r d e n e d parent be lo f f t 
h o p e s l ipped a w a y and h e grot 
s o d e p r e s s e d a s l o n o t c a r e 
aayato fe . " ^ 

Social w o r k e r s are a b l e t o 
g e t t o fcnow pmeetoa, thms w h o 
h a v e been -sucessafal , t h o s e 
w h o itiwe'-ffc&eii. Wttte t f i s laf-
fer, w e a k n e s s e s a r e reeogtd&oS, 
Uuits a r e f a c e d fcnt a b o v e ai l , 
s t r e n g t h s t f iat arts OmUe a t * 
built up sikmiy bit axuMfi 
Problems are taSted over arid 

plans for t h e future d l so i*»e« l 
It U a rea l reltrf for parvmt* 
to get t h e i r wor t i e s off their 
shoulders , s o to speak, uo they 
are. . no t brood ing over t h e m , 
s o they f e e l s o m e o n e e l s e Is 
shar ing t h e load. 

Even w h e n rircumstancea In 
a h o m e n e c e s s i t a t e p l a c e m e n t 
«f the c h i l d r e n , social w w f c e n i 
still f o c u s m u c h of t h e i r at 
lent lon o n t h e parents , a i d i n g 
them In e v e r y w s y p o s s i b l e (o 
pull Ihenuselvea up by t h e i r 
boots traps , a s the s a y i n g goe*. 
to rega in t h e i r se l f -conf ldence 
and start w i t h renewed e n e r g y 
and a b r i g h t e r outlook t o t a k e 
over that no t to rv> m i n i m i z e d 
(ask of b e i n g a good f a t h e r or 
mother . 

r r i r a t e H o m e * 
S o m e t i m e s , a s part o f the 

plan of s a l v a g i n g and rehabi l i ­
tat ing a b r o k e n home, t h e chil­
dren a r e p l a c e d under f o s t e r 
care, e i t h e r In private h o m e s 
or with a group , d e p e n d i n g 
on their n e e d s . The p l a c e m e n t 
m a y be for t w o months , t h e n 
aga in p e r h a p s for two t o f ive 
years . T h e l e n g t h - of t i m e 
varies a c c o r d i n g to each Indi­
vidual s i t u a t i o n . A l t h o u g h so­
cial w o r k e r s mainta in regfuiar 
and f r e q u e n t contacts w i t h 
parents , w o r k wi th ch i ldren be­
fore, d u r i n g and even a f t e r 
p lacement o c c u p i e s n o s m a l l 

part o f t h e s e r v i c e rendered! t o 
famil ies . 

F o r the y o u n g s t e r s , the s e p ­
aration f r o m t h e family m e a n s 
suf fer ing , N o m a tier w h a t tfe» 
reason tor p l a c e m e n t to* tt» 
them It i s -pain. Tt iey . ins b e t a g 
torn a w a y frsm ffmuhr awr-
r o u n d j s g s a i s i t M f d*r i ps|T* 
ents . T h e r e a r e s o real 8«6*Ct-
f a t e s for t h e s e e l s e w h e r e in 
the world . Os»s®$ienff ly , * o f a ­
c i l i ta te t h e adjaajttteist o f c h i l ­
dren raider tastier care , s o g t s l 
w o r k e r * * * # p a t ' t o t h e te$£ « f 
ejgsre£*fng jfiaBy the iEU*»-
ledge, tra&o'Bg ami skills 
wftlefr t h e y h a * » broBght to 
t t e l r work . 

W i t h eacJi <*fldl m& i s gttfftg 
Info 2 s s t # r eptrcv 'ttte tii^iatl 
wor lesr 18st fttato It a jfefps' 
o f $exmg mj$»$£$eA MM tsbsHf 
at t a l k f e f ev& t » h e w p f e i * 
w h e r e be is$k l i e i f a y i » 4 i pM 
ia a n aduf t fysMm, hat &&* 
hap* m t h e y ms tntlMng 

, £W(.W$&. ;|ai & i , j e # M c w M $ 
sss«SJtM»Je>Mi*ssf«s»%s*tii*i»^«s^^ 

turn? 

h e c a n n o t absorb too ff.«irt» 
new In format ion at cntre 
Sometim*** the worker wil l 
draw p i c t u r e s of the f e s t e r 
h o m e or m a y b e take t h o d t l l t l 
there for a vis i t The p a r e n t s 
par t i c ipate tn the p l a n n i n g a s 
m u c h a s poss ib le and a s a 
rule, e n d e a v o r to go w i t h t h e i r 
child on the day he Is t r a n s ­
ferred to t h e n e w home. U s u a l -
ly the c h i l d l ikes lo lake- a l o n g 
a p ic ture o r t w o , or p e r h a p s 
a bat tered, but math loved t o y . 

D u r i n g t h e period t h a t t h e 
child Is in (he foster h o m e , t h e 
socifli weekst s s m * a s a t l u f e 
for h im b e t w e e n tho*e f a h i s 
o w n h o m e a n d those In t h e 
fos ter h o m e . S h e Is In * p^wl-
lion to sj ive e n c o u r a g i n g re­
m i n d e r s t o t h e s o m e w h a t e v a ­
s i v e ar f o r g e t f u l parent. S h e 
h a s to h e l p a r r a n g e c o n v e n i e n t 
v i s i t ing h o u r s , so that the 
father a n d m o t h e r w « i f ee l 
f ree to g:o t o s e e - t h e i r c h i l d 
and at t h e s a m e tbne. n o t In­
fr inge o n t h e act ivi t ies o f t h e 
foster f a m i l y . 

Ch i ld ProWems 
Often, a fos ter parent «*ill 

run u p a g a i n s t both b i g a n d 
l i t t le p r o b l e m s in ear ing f o r a 
chi ld. T h e soc ia l worker n e e d s 
to talk t h e * * m a t t e r s o v e r f o l l y 
to sa t o get a c l ear p i c t u r e o f 
the s i t u a t i o n a n d to h e l p t h e 
foster p a r e n t , perhaps b y In-
t e r p m i n e mtne o f the « * * « « 
w h y the c h i l d ia behavfus; M* 
he 1M, in pointing out la&am 
Oat have imn werimkek w 
agafit, in mmting out a mw 
approach M ffiacfpllnary niea-
awes. 

T h e n t h e r e Is the chiM wjtft 
( h e lost h*rerJi* ( ( h e o n e j w h o 
have throftn up tttelr h a o d # t o 
parenthood a n d n o l o f i g e r 
w a n t anty pmtt o f their ott> 
sprtajr. T h e s e pareirts h a v e to 
be e x p l a i n e d a n d u n d e r s t o o d 
for w h a t t h e y are , s o t h * citffel 
can c o n t i n u e m M$ mn in-

tuad of mmy mm% 4morn 
hope the n » <tf ftfe ijf̂  -i^gt; 

. tame &y. mm^f^ti&k' 
a eftaafe $t h^m-U -ffiistf-Si 
siaaaai, m mum W t # l i « 
comes a taiim. toptotifcM 

talk about Attn 
that mean *» 'lettefi 
graving apt ; 

* AltnpE, tftct a t ^ ^ a ^ ^ j r 
ha* fe> look to th£- Mtilillbc 
what will b& fte p$mmftr-

Bwty, *r m mmmk m*. 
mem $mg IfcWMb mifa afyf V 
Ihiar pM»* &**•&* mM. 
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