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& Peter & Paul Parish, 'Mother Church Of Elmira, 'Marks 100th Jubilee 
—•. r — 'imammmgmmmmmmmmmamamâ  •.... ..... ••«.> n«,—.*^——»y——•<«^*^i^j 

One kaudired years of Ca£iiottci«m ia C h s m w g V s i a j , 
cradled «£sd a«srtared by hardy t^oseer first s a l t k a s aid 
dkmimed i s Eisalffa's s e r e s Ca£aofe c&arefees of tadt#, «fll 
be EBarked at Centenary CeftEraeaitss. Sesday in the "Msther 
Church" of S S . Peter & Paul, with the 8ev. WeJIasra J. 
Nsogbton, passosr, cefcbratisg the JtsbHes Mas*. I 

TweJv« pastors asad S2 assistant® served the first efeurch t 
in th* F3mi?a township dsring i ts ceatury-kmg history, which 
datea back beyond the City of Elmira itself to what wasj 
called the Village of Kewtown. 

% Woveas into the pattern of its long record are the strug
gles of t h e earl j Catho&es of German and Irish descent who 
pioneered the parish, the establishment ol Ehiura'& first. 
Catholic school, the pai-tiaJ burning of the church by fire,! 
and damage by a flooded Chanang River. ! 

The present 'SS. Peter & Paul Church, a Gothic edifice 
on the property at Kast i iarket aad High Streets, is only a 
few years younger than the parish itself. Its cornerstone w«s 
laid on Sept. 8. IBM, and it waa dedicated by Bishop Timon 
of Buffalo on Ju ly 19, 1857. 

Famed among the pastors of the "Mother Charch" were 
the Rt. Rev. Alsgr. John J. Lee, V.F_, who glided its destiny, 
for 29 years from 1916 to 1945, and the Rev. John C. Long > 
who completed a 20-year pastorate in 1916. I 
. . J L w a f d u ™ n « t h e Pastorate of Monsigoor Lee, who died i 
in 1945 after 51 years in the priesthood, that th* beautiful 
marble altar in SS. Peter & Paul's Church, considered with
out equalI in the area was donated. Imported from Italy bv 
Thomas B. Fitzgerald as a memorial to his wife and sen ft 
was consecrated in 1924. The body of the Rev. John ^'goVI*. 
who IOSI h i s nfe in the construction o f the church, ia interred 
beneath the altar. 

KNOWN H1STOBY of the 
Chemung Valley dates back some 
830 years, when Stephen Brule, 
from the Coiony of New France, 
* u reported, to have Journeyed 
through the area tn company 
with some Huron Indiana. But 
It was not until 1786 teat the 
whit* man made a permanent 
settlement to the section. 

Newtown dates trvvo 1792. and 
in 1S08 the township took the 
name of Elrnlra. The City of 
Elmira was e»t«bHahed In 1864 
— 16 years after th© foundation 
•f SS. Peter 4 Paul parish. 

Kartlest nxartad aeeatfata of 
ISM area tell of the joaraejrs 
by feorsessu* m* a Ganssaa 
tmmli mlaaieaary. Om Bev. 
'aataa reHeatt, wtss earn* ta 
im H mfttster to the spirit-
sal aseas at CMfeofle settlers 
hi NMr haMcs, later rlalta 
are ascribed te aaetlNr Jeault 
ream •altinora, Falher DU-
kar^ 

Historical accounts also ten of 
<ta celebration af Mui In the 
settton about 1J3B by tha Rev. 
rttriefc onjriin. 

OATVOLIGB DC ,tti« Bmira 
area were eotisloered Ms mission" 
of the Blnfhamton parish, tn the 
New fork Diocese, in the years 
precedlnt astabllsiiment of the 
BuflaJo Oleoaae in 2847. In 1831. 
Matthew Laflln and Michael 
Blgfa sent 

folding and sustained injuries 
from which^h* died In 1856. 

Appointed la 1M7 to iucc«e4 
Fsiber O'Baylc as aastsr was 
Geaenn*. He completed coa-
Btructsaa of rt*e ehurca, iralrJi 
was dMdkated July it, U87, 
by Btohop Ttmoa. No rettca 
belac avallaMe, Ut« alalwa 
opened his perioral eras , re
moved some relics and placed 
them ta the altar atone. Ths 

< stose from lac old altar Is to
day In the altar of the Sisters' 
easpeL 

Fither OTUflcrty was trans-
| terred to Rochester tn 1861. and 
was succeeded by the Rev. Mar-' 

jttn Kavanaugh of Seneca Falls. 
1 It M I during his pastorate that | 
th* SS. Peter * Paul Benevolent 
Association, which atfll eatists, 
was organized by John Byrne, 
John Matthewa. C3irtatopher Gill 
and James Moonan. 

WIMNG TKE avfl War peri
od Fstlter Ksvansujh mtalatered 
to the rells^oua needs of men In 
a rebel camp tn Elmira. 

It waa la the same year that 
Rather Kavaaaafii waa trans
ferred so Seaaea rails, la as 
•aeeeedted by aa IrMtbora, 
Caasdaaa • • « n e s t e d priest 
named Father Peter Bede. Fa
ttier Sede'a flve-ysar pastarats 
aased with has asath a 1ST*, 

Jubilee Parish Identified 
With Catholk Education 
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Fee a t a e Use parteh waa a* 
Blfia sent to Auburn for the mlnlstere* by lMMar JsHm * 
R«v. rtandis OT)onaehue to ba"p. Weomer a- i F a t i v Well*. 
tlie their children. For several 
years he and a Fattier Bradley 
came from Auburn for baptisms, 
Masses and marrlagea. 

In 1845 Owen OTHanlon g*v* to 
Bishop Hughes of New York a 
parcel of land fronting .11 f>er on 
High Street and 125 feet on what 
ta now Market Street 

Vtlth eatmbitihmeat of She 
Buffalo Diocese tn 1M7. the ' 
Rev. John SherWan, former 
pastor In Blnfhamton, waa aa> j 
pointed first resident pastor ta 
Elmira. Durlnr 1M8 Father 
Bheridaa, aaalstedl by Tntsteea 
Mark Cammtaics, John Emyan-
aujra. Ml.-1-.xfl Csnify and 
Thomas Mahoney. completed 
Hie Itrst SS. Peter * Paul 
Chert* baOdanf. 
In 1850 Father Sheridan was 

succeeded by the Rev. John | 
O'Boyle. Before he left Father 
Sheridan purchased additional 
land em the northwrest corner of 
Market and High Streets. , 

DISSATISFIED WITH the 
hurriedly • constructed b r i c k 
church. Father O'Boyle began 
construction of the present edl 
flee In 1854. During Its erection 
Fither O'Boyle. while overseeing | 
the work, fell from a high seat-

Next came the relarJvtJy ahort 
pastorate of tlis Rev. Frauds 
Clarke, appointed In Mm. A 
itrong advocate of temperance, ' 
he organized the boya of the par 
Ish Into a temperance lociety J 
under the patronage of St Kran-' 
Islaun He waa turns ferred In ' 
ism by Bishop Ryan to HorneUs-
vllle ; 

FROM 1873 to 1889 the pastor 
was the beloved -Father Tom"! 
Cunnintijam. He succeeded tn 
removing the $11,000 debt, and | 
commanded the respect of both, 
Catholic* and Protestants of the 
community. At the time of his 
tfe*afh, a leading banker of the! 
city hi reported as stating: "There 
Is no man living I would trust 
without security except Father 
Cunningham." 

The last three years ef Fa
ther Csnintaghsun's Bfe were 
"pent a* an Invalid. Of great 
aasltlaaee to him was the Rev. 
Jatia J. Gleaaee. whom the 
parlnhlonm sought to have ap
pointed as pastor after Father 
runnlajrham'i death. Bishop 
Ryan, however, considered F a 
ther Gleaaon too young — he 
waa M years of age — aad ta 
ISM aanosmcemeat waa .waste 

• f the appotatoMat af the Rer. 
feUi (FDoaoghas af Aaalsoa, 
Father O'Dsaagfeae's saaMaat, 
•hM Rer. Lasaa A. Raatta, ar* 
gsMilied the Father Matthews 
*â dâ aaâ aiaaAt«Bv̂ ĥ  CL^K,^J:^^4W 

Tn 1891 Father O'Donbghue 
waa replaced by the Rev. Nicho
las Gibbons During his flsg-
yeau- stay Father Gibbons in
stalled a new furnace, new lights, 
a new aacruty and new side-
waJki, and brought the church 
treasury from indebtedness of 
$6,000 to a lurplus of $1,000. He 
was transferred to a pastorate 
In Niagara Falls. J . _ _ J _ w 

J APPOINTED PASTOat In Feb-* 
, nuary. 189fi. waa the Rev. John 
\c. Long, a native of Owego and 
| pastor of Holy Name Church In 
Buffalo He labored for 20 years 

(In hli Elmira parish. 

In 18*7. by papal reaertpt ef 
Pop* Leo XIII, the eoaattea ef 
Chemung. Schayler, Steuben 
and Tioga wvra tranaferred 
from the Dtonese of RttfEale to 
the IHoceae of Rochester aader 
RtaJtop Bernard J. McQuaid. 
Father Long remained tm pas
tor nntll hl» death, which came 
ta MIS jast one week after the 
celebration of Ma 4Mb anniver
sary a* * pfl£*t- Btxhop Thot» 
aa F. Rickey eelehraled the fu 
aeral Mass, attended by soma 
#B) isrieaaa, 

After a few lmonlht adminis
tration of the parish by the Rev. 
Edward Lyons, Father L#«, pas
tor of S t Mary of the Lake 
Church, Watkuja, was appointed 
.pastor.' 

A NATIVE OF RcxviHe. Stifu-
ben County. Father Lee had pre
pared for the priesthood In Baltl 

roBaawiag aas araaaaBaa aa 
was aafil>l<< ssafaUat jpsstar . 
sf Raly Rsaary Cfcttrt*, IteoJi-
ester. In !«•> IMS he'waa^ 

sr*"s .Bemiaaty ay ^llw lata. 
- Make*. M « F, O'Kem. Me 

JvaBrat̂ Hat aua ——•»—^- *. — - ** ekjtvJI ataat. 

HI iifat. MI prwmwftK9T IMPS, pfw* 
«mi*»r"«i> lit* Mmkmrf mui 
M l ft^pfMllNllMllr w KfMfelh pic • 
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Holy atasaty Chare* sat week-
shsmatai saiatsl ask «aisa^LaJa# taa_as_Ni AW 

moBf H M Mft mnntj mtmmwm' aati 

Father Ntughton's paatortte 
hai ^tnessedjBHKh activity at 
^ . peurr It F*Bl Church. Spe
cial devotions, food aad clothing 
drives for Europe, food shower* 
for the convent. Misses for the 
hoys of the aaxlsh who 4J«d In 
World War II * - tfc«e and rofny 
other activities h»v* marked the 
aplriiual and material life of the 
parish. 

IN 1*44 Father Nsughton Inau
gurated s tertes of novenat In 
honor ot Mother Cabrinl which 
have continued each year. He 

oaa veari, hut that no toohey 
had hstjt borrowed. Soma fid,* 
000 was tthjan from Uw-oaplut 
funda, SJS.KKI eame from glttt 
and kfacits, and the r«nal»d»f 
wag front church revenue. 

_ » faAkdk l U s L u Rma% a s f a L a MpRhja 

kesaitaassA, aad fca dtad at the' 

sf* «r $i «M latr u, tm. 
•a^aSuaBpa-v tf•^tMSBjkgbair 

fVMaT3nl NAM*. 

T a * PtaWDfT p a i U V t h * 
Rev. Wlllltm J. Nau 
appointed by a^ahspMearney an 
July I*. lttS. S W o f tht lata 
Mr and Mrs. MlaSael Nauthton 
of RociMtter, har'attenoed Corpua 
ChrtatJ Sehoaf then and pre-
partd for Jhe prtssthood in f t . 
Andrra/yfrd a t Bernard's Sem-
inatlaav/Ha wag ordained 3um 
U, HOT, in m. Patrictra Catha- a m* church roof 
:drll,-'*Sjf*isttir. • - • < ^ - * - * W J - ^ - h a w ^ t w ^ i r r t l l r 

llwaaaaaf 
Vaaaaaia_a1 _PJfAVfAa_g^aM«dll *>% 

more, at Niagara University snd , opened a new kindergarten. 
, the Seminary of Our Lady of the ' Under feds leadership tfca perhrh-
I Angela. Niagara. Ordained May ' toners consistently ? dversuh-
; 19. lS9i he served for two years scribed their tttiotai e« diocesan 
at St. Stephens Church. Buffalo, financial needs. 
before being aent to St. Patrick'! 
in Elmira M assistant. Three 

* years later he waa named pastor 
at VVatkin*. 

Feather Lee found his Elmira 
church In need of repair, owing 
to a fire which had occurred un
der Father Long. He undertook 
redecoration and improvement 

, by installing a new heating syt-
,tcm. a new ligfettng system, a 
i new floor, new pews, and an ad
ditional vestry. 

Over the 2i years af hat 
ftoay pastorale. Father Lee's 

' leadterthip in the eommanHy 
had Sot gone unnoticed. Ia 
December. 1*32, he Mas raised 
to the ran* of Moasfgaar by 
decree of Pope Max XI, aad 
wae^nsmea deaa af the Elmira 
Deaasery — aa affiee ha held -
aatat Ms eeaih. 
The parish showed great prof' 

teas during Montignor Lee's pas
torate, with * large Increase hi 
comrs-unfcanfji.at»d the formation 
of several church societiea. 

Theai tmmt the deluge;! — aa 
May 28, 1844. Ths Chemung 
River bunt ever Ha baaka 
aad dikes snd aarged Ha mad* 
dy waters eve* great areas af . 
the dty . Its Haod crest yoana-
ed ever the pews ef SS, Peter 
M Paal Cimrcfe, aad inundated 
ins sdiael, factory and tMt-
east, a* well aa nearby St. Je* 
•pa's aTesshaL 

There felldwed a saga ot char
ity end courage which has typi
fies EfrrtJra Catbolldsm. Priafa, 
mini and paflsMoners rolled up 
their skseVes, swnfflbeA cJe^ned 
and scruhbed again. Coliectlona 
ware started throughout th* city. 
Svtryofte joined tn wffli great 
good wiil in rehsblliiattng the 
old church and hosiptif, 

WOam WAS mmm on new 
church iwindewa, Those hi* the 
tranicept were tepaired, and the 
window* rtpreaaatflnt S t fat* 
tick and' St, ttrlgid, which had. 

V_W^adl RRkawafu Mya^^L^k dHaâ ai â aa * « t p ^ P l •BfRfffW ^^VffM^ TfWW T P B * 
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nfa-wj&ym ffni.Hed and 
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main door waa erected. ' 
TMJjg YKAX much additional 

ImpKrve-flrnt haa progr«sf«d, 
The wall* of the dtuttft, tJ«o-
worn and flooddam«|ed, wer« 
«a«lf, C*rn^#fe^red*r«r«tlpn^f 
th« diurch tnlerlor w«» under* 
taken,, and finlihed in June. 

Father NauiSton'a hope te eg. 
tablhth a phyafcal tducatron aftd 
recfeation proffani fortth* dill. 
dreit and yetmf penple ttt «i# 
parish also here fraft In the ip . 
paJntmeat of Walter 8o«t*y# whtt 
grew tip In the parish, s* |shy«r» 
cal dtrector. He ta tarrying out 
an exttnalva program tor vari 
ous age groaps. 

At present the old achool b*-
htnd th« charch is being toftt 
down to hs replaced hy a new 
convent for the school (latent, 
future plans a l l for erection #f 
s n s » rectory, 

Thssj Is talker NsMthton 
earryhtg eat the cwit»ryH>M 
tradttssn of rmteHal and apt* 
Mag* pmtrr*. Ia fflmlra'?. 
•^iidiwf fSamh," trnly rrmrb 
has happened sJaaa a jfesult 
priest rede Sttt horaa lata the 
*»H*y la im. m. Peter * 
Paal £ * « * * aad aaritktoaers 
eater tkeJr second century with 
Mw twa* washes nni onty of 
their Erriifra aeighhors hut ef 
th* enrtre llachrater TMocejse, 
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THE LATE BT. REV. MSGR. JOHN i . LEE 
Jloraignor Lee's S»-y#mr paatorafe (1»18-1»45) at Set Peter A 

Paul Chora* wiB be reoaOed daring centenary ceremeaie*. 
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SIJEBOS" Lee% $f)th *»«hr*r»aty o f 
ord&dttioa to May i$<4 w*$ sad-
dened by the beloved priest's 

juhteaat Bishop Kearney came 
from Rochester for the iubljee 
Hasav celehrated by the Rev.. 
Jerome P, OTKara, iiasJstagt pas-' 
tip, A tpM^alrxwJouet was pre
sented the psitor by llmlra 
Counda, Knights of Cdlurnbu*.. 

I « Fj^ntary lf>4» jieaatp^r \ 
tee was back ha Wt, Joseph's 
H«a]silst wtttt rtiesurfng ffihtesa, 
Aa^sCaaF t̂ dfc^^ah\BfcEa\as_d| -tfaWwmat daaaML iS*K"J"aBp • lfntCP.U$flnBJRRjBfr,. , M a M ^ W flBPBP' 
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been is the ucrlaty, were moved 

CKLEBRATIOX « f afa^Rtgjkj» Witst-.p^rlKOoned Father-
NaU#ij<i^:'iHnoU33ced that Sveof 
th* new:-*titidows had been do-
•Jaitedi. the parMioaers pre*.: £ 
sented a; j*ew monstrance. 
, Dttrtng*' im parish activitlea 

•&*$&##** %h* Holy Katne &k 
«fc^',adklsd' membership, % : 
wonKii sarganiied tht! Irrraiaci*-
Jatefltort Society and the 1foU»ir 

._ k.29$8BiZ s*rt&*& fit 
hta Jm«i»cla'I iwwrt, of Jâ niaryV--
1«S, Farher Nsnjihfon di«cio-*d • 
that $34,«rjrj had, been aperrt on 
tmprovemenU ia the it*t$,.ft«yif-
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CSjaeSfe John A< wUti&ftWt, d* 
awawsav.Artarar iimtMi, ^tiejah 
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