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St. Peter & Paul

Catholicism in Chemung Valiny,

cradled and nmrtured by O{uamerfmmhm&ad

climaxed in Elniras seven Catholic churches of today, willi]
be marked at Caentenary Ceremonies Sunday in the “Mother
Charch” of S5, Peter & Paul, with the Rev. Willimm ).
Naughton, paster, colehrating the Jubilen Mass.

Twelve prstors and 32 sssistants served the first chureh
in the Elmira township during its century-long histg;r’h)'. which
dates back besord the Oty of Elmira itzelf to what was
called the Village of Newtown

Woven inte the pattern of 1ts long record are the strug.
gles of the earty Catg:hcs of German and Irish descent who
pioneered the parish, the establishment of Elmira's first
Catholic school, the partial burning of the church by fire,
and damage by & flooded Chémung Ri
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The present S8, Peter & Paul Church, a Gothic edifice |
on the property at East Market and High Streets, is only a
few years vounger than the parish itself. Its cornerstone was
laid on Sept. 8, 1834, and it was dedicated by Bishop Timon
of Buffalo on July 13, 1857.
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1 Famed among the pastors of the “Mother Church” were '
! the Rt. Rev. Msgr. John J. Lee, V.F., who guided its destiny |
2 for 29 years from 1916 to 1945, and the Rev. John C. Long, |
i who completed a 20-year pastorate in 1916, R
b It was during the pasterate of Monsignor Lee, who died |
§1  in 1945 after 51 years in the priesthood, that the bexwtiful
marble altar in SK Peter & Paul's Church, considered with-
. out equal in the area, was donated. Imported from Haly by!
- Thomas B. Fitzgerald as a memorial to his wife and sop, it
was consecrated in 1924, The body of the Rev. John O ,v'le.’
! who jost his life in the construction of the church, is interred
: beneath the aitar.
KNOWN HISTORY of he fading and sustained T Fram 1M ,
2 Chemung Valley dates back some g,omnivh::;dk h:usdl“d in ll;gzrw ’ mw% »
T 330 years, when Stephen Brule, A : mﬁa
f from the Cotony of New France, ppointed tm 1837 to succeed
1 . . Fuather O'Bayie as pastor was
i . was reported to have journeyed . Ge
! through the area in company neva.  He compieted coa
' with some Huron Indlans. But Stuctien of the church, which
: was dedicated July 19, 1857,
it was not untii 1788 that the * ’
by RBlabop Timon No relics
white man made & permanent bel
settiemnent in the section 25 sviliable, the Biahop
opened his pectoral cross, re
Newtown dates from 1792, and moved some relis and placed
in 1808 the township took the - them ta the mltar stone. The
mme of Elmin. =The City of, 4ione from the old altar is to-
Elmira was esiablished In 1864 day In the altar of the Sisters’
— 16 years after the foundation chapel.
ot SS. Peter & Paul parish. Futher O'Flaherty was trans |
Earliest recerded accedats of |ferred to Rochester In 1861. and .
the area tell of the burseys 'was succeeded by the Rev. Man
by borsthmck of a German (tin Kavanaugh of Seneca Falls
:-u lllhdo:ry. e '0; ‘It was during his pastorate that ) , , %
ames Pellests, who came the §S. Peter & Paul Benevolent . Panul
1187 % mn:m to the spirit | Association, which still exists,| View of the recently remedeled nterior of 88, Peter & Pawl Chyreh, Elmirn. o
:‘Mr hases, Laker vialle mmwd hghnlnmupumlc“ﬁi of the appoiatment of the Rev, | lag She Spring, b agsin was jous ysrs, but that no Wm
are sacribed 1o maother Jesult 'and James Mooran T Feter O'Donoghss of Addlson, aliaed, and he disd at the' [had been borrowsd. Some o
frema Baltimors, Father Di | Father O'Donoghue’s nanlstant, | a0 of Il om July 000 was taicen from U -expl gﬁ
by mﬁmmvﬂ\vupeﬂ-“m.m&mp Bahop Karney m&m'mxmmgl«f
{od Father Kavansugh ministered | oyunised the Father Matthews | fusersl and legacies, and the remalpdet |
\ Hiszorical accounts also tell of ‘to the religlous needs of men in Temperance Beciety. TEE PRBSENT was from church revenue.
the celebration of Mass In the a rebel camp in Eilmira. O’Donogh ) :
bout 1826 Rev.’ In 1891 Father EhU® | pev. Willam J. Nau
nm:)nt by the ReV.' 1 way in the same year shat was replaced by the Rev. Nicho- | goooinred by Sishep
triek ynn Father Kavanmugh waa wans |i3s Gibbons During his # Jﬁf; 19, IMS.
CATROLICS IN ,.te Kimira ferred $o Semecs Falls, to b yemr stay Father Gibbons in-
area were considered ‘s mission”  swecceded by an  Iriahborm, | gtalled & new furnace, new lights,
of the Binghamtors parish, In the Caaadlisn - edneated priest A new sacristy and new slde
New ¥ork Diocese, in the years named Futher Peter Bede. Fs- | wajks, and brought the church
preceding establixhment of the, ther Bede's iveyear pastorate treasury from indebtedness of
Buffalo Diocase in 1847, In 1834, | emded with his Geath In 1570, $6.000 to s surplus of $1,000, He
X Matthew Laffin  and Mlc!mel'i F;!l Bme the parish was 34 |was transferred to a pastorate 1,
: Biggs sent to Auburn for the | milnishered Eapher dohm & |in Niagara Falls,. .. ‘o $ dril- PCheiter, - -
- - } -l A N %
Rev, Frandie ﬂ’boﬁ:ghui to Nﬁ-* Bloomer jm ollx. |  APPOINTED PASTOR in Fed-: ’m‘ »is m“ ke maby do?r Wil arected; X
tize thelr children. For several’ wNuxt came the relatively shott '\, 01y 1896, was the Rev. John waa kel nenlsiant THIS YEAR much additions]
years he and - P‘”‘"b‘B"‘dl'y pasiorate of the Rev. Frands|c fong a native of Owego and o Hely Résmry Chureh, Reck- |Improvement has progressed,
ame from Auburn for baptisms, Clarke, appointed In 1871. A'm,o, of Holy Name Church in In ‘#“ e 3 The walls of ‘h.'&mm& tme !
Masses and marriages. strong advocate of temperance, ' y for 20 years| et 1 duly . -
Buffalo He labored y samed to the malf of Bt Bern- [worn and Booddamaged, were
m:: 184.:‘0\1;:&11 O;H:?IM gnvz 0 he organized the boys of the par';,n his Eimira parish. ard's . ” ‘she Jate | wask Camplete re Bl‘ﬁl’ﬁ"!mn ot
op Hughes o W YOTK A '(sh Into & temperance iocie ‘ p RN i PP i .
| Qe et and foncing 1 for o ander e paronage o ¢ Sran | 10 197, 4 papel et of | Mo dokn B, Oern, ew. | akers and Aahed i Jumo. 0"
v treet 20l on w - RIKG % . R
: o f!ow h:rk.et Street. o ‘,!:-;;:,y B}:ho:‘iy;nu?:';‘:::en: Chemung, Schuyler, Sicubea | curster of the Semin watil Father Naughton's hope to e i -
i w1 tabilshement of &he . Ville , and Tiogxs were transferred | Ms sppolniment’te Kimirs, Me | tablish s phyaical sducation &M o
: th e ! from the Diocene of Buffalo (0 | contimusad a2t threugh his years |recréation program for, the chill |}
e o et ey | o PBOM 1871 to 1589 the pastor o T ue of Rocheator waber | ot S, Bernard's 1o asebd &t |dren and young pesgle of the
; Rev. John Shreridan, formier 'was the beloved “Father Tom | Bishop Bernard J. McQuald. Woly Bemry Chuich on wisl- |purists also bore \ in the #pe
: pastor in B!nxh:mttm. was .’h | Cunningham. He succeeded In Father Long remained sa pas- ends, mnd ln widely hmewn in polntment cg; Wl“%”mm
- ,m::_ am&;:“' Father mw“n’dedm:hﬂl'm ""’;' b:,‘:ﬁ! tor untll his desth, which came . grew up In the parish, ax pHyas
X '::‘ (C.OYT;:T(: § ;rmw' (4] ‘ ' im 1918 Just one week afier the Father N.mlm’. Mmm cal director, He is amg oul
{ Sheridea, sasis by Truastees Catholics an olestants of the celebration of his 40th anniver | pay witnessed such aéfivity at|an extensive gprogram for vari
- Mark Cummings, John Kayan-  community. At the time of his smcy ss 3 pricst. Bishop Them tﬁ P & Paul Chusch. Spe. {ous age groups,
5 sugh,  Mlckwel ‘Conley sad  death, a leadlng banker of the! as F. Hickey celebrated the fu- | opi dmem!ﬂom food and clotht At present the old sehoot be
P Thomsas M;slron;y eo:tplemd cityurepcﬂ;dust;mn::k;'rbere | Mass, attended by some drives for E g , food showers hind the ehurch is belng tm
ki :.hc-r:hn tumanx. 51:2‘.’,\,: acu’:tr;f tx;;‘tl Father| %0 priesta. . for the convent, Musses for the to ;’e Teplaced by & new
2; erid Cunningham.” After & few Toonths adminis | Doys of the parish who died in{convant for the achool sisters.
i In 1880 rt;nmtrh Shnevm.r:ﬁ iy mmm o Fe |tration of the ;m"l ""l by the Rev. | World 'War 1T — thése and many | Fulure pisns call for erection of | .
| Ohoyte. Betare e iofi Futhor ther Cunningham's Wfe were |Edward Lyons, Father Lee, pus.|oller activilae save maried the |8 pow reclory. '
r% Sheridan purehased additional wpent as an invallh Of reat |OF Of SL Miry of the Lake|spirifual and material 15fe of the | Yo fa Futher Nuughton
R land on the morthwrest corner of aasistamce to him was the Rev, |Church, Watkins, was appointed ' parish. oarrying wut the centiry-oid
1] Market and High Streels. John J. Gieason, whom the |PAstor | IN 1946 Father Naughton insu-| traditien of maieris] snd spin !
) ! N _
f{ DISSATISFIED WITH the parishioners sought to have sp A NATIVE OF Rexville, Stry.  gurated a series of novenss In W”‘%ﬂm 1
i hurriedly - constructed brick pointed as pastor after Father ben County. Father Lee had pre.: honor of Mother Cabrint which has " sinoe ’.t it !
church. Father O"Boyle began Cunniagham's death. BisboD pared for the priesthood In Bam-[hm continged each year. He priest. rode his m}m‘”&‘ ;
¢ construction of the present edi Ryan, however, considered Fs more. at Niagara University and opened a new W;“‘m valley In 1781, &8, Peter &
! fice in 1854, During its erection | ther Glemson too young — he  (he Seminary of Our Lady of the | Under his leaders] ‘hjp ihe " | Paut Churcts ‘-n‘ 'sler
% Father O'Boyle, while overseeing | was ¥ years of age — and in Angels, Niagara, -Ordained May ' loners consml? »  Gversub- ”‘:r thelr smcond | “r;
the work, fell from a high scaf- 1586 aanocuncerment was made 19 1894 he served for two years scribed thelr on diocesan e Mot o ,;?;“" -
s e e e - . ‘at St. Stephen's Church, Buffslo, financial needs. : thelr Eimire bar only of
before being sent to St PRITICK'S Them came tise deluge! — on “”f o mighbore but of
in Elmira as sxxistant. Thl‘l.‘!, M.y ”’ 1M8. The Ch!munt o-n ®
'years later he was named pastor  miver burst ever Hs hanks - e
'8t Watkins. and dikes and ou His mud- i
Father Lee tound his EInira | gy waters evee m"a arcas of || 33 Anlmu “ it
urch in need of repaly, owing| 4, cjty. lia Sood crest pound ~ { Daslei
o & fire which had occurred un-| 4 “; the prws of 88, Peisy “I'V.ll Plﬂﬂl«
‘der ?“":f umx;! f:m?; & Paul Churchi, snd inundated :
redecoration an: ovement! gh, salsnel, rect -
by knostailing a new heating sys- B

.tem, a2 new lighting system, &
ynew floor, new pews, and sin ad
, dittortal vestry. 4 {1£¥ and courage which has typl
Over the 29 years of W |fed Pimira Catholicism. Prisis,
puns angd parlsddoners voiled tp
their siesves, scnibbed, clesned
and scrubbed again.  Cotlections
were started throughout the city.
Everyone joined in with great
good wiil in rehabiiitating the
oid church and hosiptal,

WORK WAS BEGUN on rew
church windows: w’iﬁm‘d? :g}’hé
teanseept were Zepaired, s 3
windiws _reptesenting 8% Fat:
rick and St Brigld, which had.
been In e ayristy, were moved §
Hyto the sinduszy. The schovl]
signor Lee's Sith xantversary of \itadiiions ifnuzced

i ther A ot}
ordimation in Miy 154 was sad e pew fown had been doc;
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'THE LATE RT. REV. MSGR. JOHN J. LEE
Monsignor Lﬁ%ﬂ l:ftmu {1918 19457 at SH. Peier &
hﬁmﬁnhm&dwmym
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