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Czech Regime 
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Art Treasures 
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"«x»« r*ij$«tfM in fJ!ft.«eb»J*. 
Communint violence and decttt 

t%« «fi"Ufil» beiw«« mm,' 
munlim »nd ft* other iwWicsl 
p«rtl« r«*cfted ft* climax t*-
jtor* th« ndtiomtl 

ruihtiNaly with lb* property 
right* of the Cftthcite Cburcft, 

Only fwe ypsr* «|fa « o»t{o«. 
wide *w*reh w«« m««te for w t * 
carpet* and tapottrit* b«Jofifin* 
to lh« Church, *»d smong the 
»pofl# wpr» many wimble pro. 
duet* at Orient*!, French er 
Belgtmn cmltsmimhtp, Which 
h«d been used onl^ on festive ..,. «lectlon# In 

my, ift*« CemmunlMn *ou«ht, , 
«» overmi majority. Knowing, "M»«*»n» 'w «" d«cor»uon o| 
«Mt CtthoIlA were the oppon- li,« «wwt««ry mnmn, msm or the v»ry *!»W 'Wert to be fejred, they 
j>uMi*h«d Uml\M a»«rtini that I old ehurt-he* In the country 
tmmmmUm nlood for "prot«MWOfe forced to part with 
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. Hwwywr, - »(*rt from' thin 
dtatli^liM, iW jt«*t*l t«nd. 
»i»y rf ĉ niflunUw liî CMMho* 
Itwirtiyt tfte*-Hi»i»i* «w not to 
pwwsui. ihf OhttWh op«nly but 
WKif t© ¥ri» ovtir Cathollm «nd 
| i ( ih«K WftWf' W5mtn«n!»fe Aoftl 
wrt|«ft JU« tti ettttwW CJrtho 
.ft* CMHtimitW Chwwh In Rui 
jfltt - C0mmtinliti, *»* ••*«»] 

i K ^ »l*ig«tt!«|. *a «lr of ft*wid« 

trt* »< «^*»iKiteritt with tlwft- aim 
4t Ijiiiiy/'lfniiihlt* the Church,' 

W«i -«f C*K!}iwilov»kl», over-
»w«t 'uml <*lnt-h»*rt«(l in tin 
JIM month* of th» po«t-w«r r«> 
'puMle, iwdvially rejtalned their 
tbitrti* w$ bcim to Httjudt 

Uon" of religion and latteilng 
any atatement to the contrary 

* WtfMWUm mo not wtn 
MA ilffitlojwj «UI1, by forming 
ft conlltlon with the moderately 
ma««!it *oci*i Cemocrate, they 
had a parliamentary majority. 
Th* fmitft Democrat* played a 
double game! tomeiimes. aup-
forUnjt «h* commanliti fn pur-
iiament, hut more often the 
Dither ipartltt. • 

From thiaa elections until 
jTebruary, lMIt,, the attuatton be­
came more a/w more hopeful In 
CMthoi|ov*kl». Camrnutilit 
itrtngth iteadlly declined. Their 
vlolonce and tyrannical behavior 
feat tHtm any .lympaUty they 
way have iatned. The freedom of 
-Wirwrita Btctma-avenner* ap-

Thfl wa§ tha altjtttlon whtn, 
•uddenly, the catastrophe came. 
Communlita reallied ttjat the 
mxt alactlon would; be dlwta. 
ifoua lor them, and on order 
from Moecow foreatallid auch a 
oalamity. Thua came Hie coup 
d'etat of fibrttary, Wt. 

Communllta having gained 
power through the "workers' 
pelief and the «tat» pollen 
(which they controlled ever ainc^ 
ItMS) ouattd all non-party mem 
b#ra from local counclUi *nd-
other autono'mui bodlei. 

fRRSlDKNT BRNK8, whose 
KhIUld political tlght-ropcwalk-
•r tRcltca had for two and one-
half year* delayed the aovtatlza-

J$m p̂ ,Cx«Ch,o«lovatela and pre-
aelrved at past partial freedom, 
finally gave In to communlat de­
mand*, realizing that resistance 
would mean bloodshed In a hope-
leas struggle, because the Rua-
•Jans were, if need be, ready to 
invade the country. 

All Caiholie dloceaain papers, 
Hiough not iwllllcal In out­
look, ware banned. T;he com-
ntunlst antlrellgloua atruggle,. 

(Continued on rage «) 

c a r p e t s end t a p e s t r i e s 
which they had owned and 
treaswred for centuries, and 
which nity trmumm of fine arta 
would have been proud to pos­
sess, 

TUX PRESENT action, which 
was preceded by a government 
decree* prohibiting the custo-
mnry collections during the ser­
vices m Catholic churchea, has' 
as It* object the expropriation of 
all kinds of ccccaiastical works 
of art, such as paintings, sculp­
tures, works of wrought Iron, 
panelat, and. In particular, gold 
monstrances and other sacred 
vessels of precious metal, 

jrewe mws SKBVICB 
Th» ftsfflik$» and (MsfceHeal campaign of deiaroaUoa 

whirh the Red regime in Czechoslovakia KS pursuing against 
Archfftabop imei Beran of Prague follows so closely the pat­
tern employed In the srreat sad 
trta! of A-r«*&whop Aloysiut i 

Emlm-nce Josef CrdUmi Mlno> j " " ^ ^ " o " '""P* 
z*n>> in J-fuagarj that a is evt 

; dent lltei the purpose in etch 
esse Js t&e same. 

A COM3IUN1ST regime ia 
about to throttle another heroic 

1 nation and to hold it tw?ncath the 
• darK waters of terrorism and in 
dortrtnatlon un»U it loses it* 
bemg 

In all three Instances-- first in 
Yugoslavia, then in Hungary, 
and now In (\techoslovaJua — 

' the Catholic Chtjrch has been 
the last considerable force to 

F',r al! his 
pains hf »aa ImprlsouiPd for 17 
<ia>s follow WM 'n*1 war. by 
Tito's poller who subjected hlro 
10 ail sorts ot abuse and threats. 

CAKIJDML mSmZESiTK. 
as young priest and Bishop. »aa 
most distinguished for his love 
of the poor and the tenacity with 
which he clung to thero. He was 
Bishop of Wpazprein when (he 
narts' were In control of hla 
.aountry snd hp *as the most 
outstanding figure fn the Hun­
garian resistance movement K» 
refused to permit the nazis to 

World attention I* centered on courageous ArckhMwp Josetj 
B«rsn of Prague, whoa* arreat is feaawl at any moment t»reause 
of hi* forllirtflit stand sgaimt the Communial • eontmlled 

Cxechoslovaklan government. -(NC Photos). 

Abp. B«ran 
Qul|iiR«d 

About Daehau 
Chkasgo — (NO — S o m e 

month* age Aleiel Cepkka, 
Osschoalovakla Miniaier of <lua-
tice, vJslieal ArdibJahop Joeaf 
aliran sit his ehancary In Prague. 

The communist government 
official loM the noted foe of 
Marxieani 

"Vou'd better supperl stir 
*ont, «w e l s e . . . " 

Adjusting his suchette slop his 
head, the tittle prelate smiled, 
walked over to tho closet near 
his desk, and opened the door 
slowly. He picked op some raga 
andsaMi 

"Hero's my uniform from 
Dachau, kit's go.'l « 

The chagrined minister walked 
out of the office abruptly. 

This anecdote, showing the 
type of churchman the commun­
ists fac« ia their war on Ute 
etrareB, w u tola By a O d f a o w 
living here. He la AnthoaV X 
Jfandacek, who escaped from 
Ciechoalovakla and Is now an 
editor for tho Ohlrajo Bohemian 
Dally Narad, a Catholic newa-
paper. 

Nazi Concentration 
Foiled To Daunt Archbp. Beran 

By ANTONTN JAiVDACXK, EDITOR 
CHICAGO CATIIOIJC lOHKMIAN DAILY 

(Written for N.CW.C. News gervtse) 
Appointment on November 7, 1946, of Dr. Josef Beran, 

professor of the TheologicaJ Faculty of Charles University ^ ^ ^ 
und rector of tlie Pragrue archdioceaan seminary, aa Arch- cood'̂ wtu towardI theTchurch'was 
bishop of tho capital city of 
Uohemla was an event of extra 
ordinary, importance for Czecho­
slovakia. 

Selection of a priest who had 
for years been the victim of nsxl 
(•bnrenfratlon camps served to 
stress tho great suffering which 
.the Czech nation and Ita priests 
endured during World War U. . 

BORN IN lsga and ordained In 
1011, the Archbishop had served 
aa a parish priest, a teacher and 
a seminary rector. When he waa 
associated with S t Ann's Normal 
School, Prague, he was known as 
''Our i a m b / (Beran means ram 
In CteefnThls waa partly be-
csuse of his small stature, but 
chiefly on account of hia mod­
esty and kindliness. 

When the nszta took over Bo­
hemia In 10.19, they attempted to 
Inject their racism Into the sem­
inary of which he waa rector-
Curtly and decisively Pr. Beran 
told German officials that the 
seminary was » school of the 

but t'alhollr dot-trine would be 
taught there. 

For this unflinching stand he 
was sentenced to the dreaded 
prison of Pankrsc In Prague, 

j snd then to Tereztn In northern 
I Bohemia 

AT THK TIME Lidice wss , 

' *'<** °U<'" ^ ? f **"" T S f l i n ^ tSth°sntep!erd.nCl * £ 

stand In the way of totalitarian e n t e r h I s r c s W e n C B l n search of 
savagery, In the cold-blooded cal p^pi, w n o hftiJ t a k w , rHfuge 
culationa M the communist maa- lh<,rP when the naats brok«> in. 
i«>rs of these once proud roun- • ^n Bishop m*?t them in his epla-
trles. It had to be done away. ^p^ vestmesjas. and went forth 
with. to Jail with those who were 

TO MEOIN with, there was a found hidden in his house 
cunning effort to wheedia Cath- ARCHBISHOP BERAN spent 
ollcs In each country away from ' three years ln the Infanaoua 
home. Tactics at various times j Dachau concentration camp aa 
have Included the Issuance of B prisoner of the nazis. The lata 
newspapers falsely labeled aa. Eduard Bones, post-wsr Presi-
"Catholic"; the founding of J dent of Czechoslovakia, lauded 
spurious "Catholic Ac t ion" 'h im for his fortitude at thta 
frroupa snd the representation, time, and said he knew that 
of mere "freedom Of worship" Czech priests had suffered for 
as real "freedom of religion." ' their nation durlnjt the war 

In each Instance, the 0ns 1 sc-
pledged at every turn, but tton against the principal pre-
through it all a "national j late has been prefaced by all 
church" separated from the garu of vilification of the 
Holy See was held up aa the' Church and the priests and 
Ideal i j bishops tn general. 

This failing, an attempt waa o 

SS? ."hS *££?*-*£ Truman Petitioned to 
Bishops; to leave them founder-

transferred to Dachau. Here he 
was assigned to sweeping streets. 

Bishops — had to go. 
Actually, tho Moacow-domlnat-

When Patton's victorious Third j d regimes In these countries 
Army liberated Dachsu on April j could not have picked three per-
39, 1945* Dr. Beran was freed (aons more innocent of auch 
with the rest of the 3&.00O I charges. All three are "of the 

' people.' All three fought the 
nazis heroically All t h r e e prisoners. 

Protest Czech Tactic 
Cleveland — !VO — President 

Truman was petitioned to pro­
test religious persecution in 
Czechoslovakia in a resolution 
adopted at a Catholic mass meet-, 
tag held tn Public Music Hall 
here. Bishop Floyd L. Begin. 
Auxiliary of Cleveland, and 
Mayor Thomas A Burke were 

Catholic Church, therefore none I for are of world Importance. 

Archblahop Beran has always languished In prison tor the de- among the speakers, 
been an Intrepid fighter, battling fense of the common people, 
for the piinclplea of Christ and j ARCHBISHOP 8 T E P I N A C 
for a better humanity. If he Is ' fought the Germans as a sol-
DOW In the world limelight It la dler in World War I and vigor-. h . „„„,_, „,„«„„„ ,„ the 
not becaus* he U displaying a ' ously opposed thi methods of the I * t r u ? £ Prague gT4rnm--
new fighting spirit. It is Just | nazis as Archbishop of Zagreb Red-ruled Prague governm 
that the freedoms he Is battling m_World War rj. He denounced ! refusing to obey an order 

1 the ̂ 'persecution of Jews, con- > hia return to that countrx 

The protest meeting was held 
a few hours after Jlndrich Ko-
tas, 54, deputy Czechoslovakia 
consul ln Cleveland resigned in 

government, 
for 
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The tneitMt, meedletl, harel-shell lobslar 
•btolnoble anywhara nl any »rka, $hts»a*e) 
aM>tcf frs* the <sW waisr* «f Nsvsi StsHo— 
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