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Look at Labor. 

Profits, Pay, and Prices 
^ y A . C Tuohy, 

T h e U n i t e d S t a t e s Senate has j u s t completed a n inves t i ­
gation i n t o t h e profits of American i n d u s t r y . While t h e c o m ­
mittee i n quest ion h a s not y e t r e l eased i t s conclusions, t h e 
facts brought out during the 
hearings are worthwhile passing 
on. 

All of the witnesses spoke i n 
favor of profit. Representatives 
of the .A.F.L. and C.LO. were 
just as much Interested in pre­
serving the profit system a s 
were the business men who ap­
peared before the committee. 

The r>ig question, however, 
was: Are present profits exor­
bitant? 

The witnesses were not »ble 
to produce any yardstick by 
which profits might be judged 
exorbitant. But the labor rep­
resentatives maintained that ex­
cessive prices were responsible 
for exorbitant profits. 

WHAT FACTS DID the hear­
ings disclose? 

Before the war the profit) 
of American Industry rmn to 4 
billions annually. During the 
war years all corporations, 
made nearly 10 billions. Dur­
ing: mi they netted 18 bil­
lions. A n d the year 1948 
showed a record profit margin 
of some 2 0 billions of dollar*. 

Since t h e prewar period, 
therefore, profits have quin­
tupled. W h a l about wages? 
Wages have doubled. 

Traditional economics has Jus­
tified large profits as a return to 
stockholders for risking their 
money In business enterprises. 
At the end o£.lhe war corpora­
tions were dispensing about 70 voice 
ppr cent of their profits to stock- spent 
holders. In 19-17. however, they 
paid out o n l y 40 per cent of 
their orofltK to the owners. In 

form o f wages, to consumers in 
the form of lower prices. 

* • • • 
WHY IS management reserv­

ing s u c h a large portion of i ts 
earnings for Its own use? Man­
agement argued that it needs 
these large earnings to buy new 
machinery, to replace o r recon­
dition old machinery, and to ex­
pand the businesses of America. 

. Nelson Cruiltshank of the 
A.F.L. and Donald Montgomery 
of the C.I.O. thought the prac­
tice w a s ob'Jectionabla. They 
pointed out that American capi­
tal traditionally obtained addi­
tional funds by issuing stock, 
obtaining bank loans, etc. They 
argued that management is now 
abandoning this way of financ­
ing their enterprises. 

Montgomery claimed that by 
charging excessive prices and 
earning excessive profits, Ameri­
can Industry w a s putting a hid­
den tax on consumers. The 
consumer, therefore, in t h e last 

; analysis was paying more than 
. his share for new buildings, new 
J machinery, new inventions. 
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MANAGEMENT a d m i t t e d 
these facts at the Congressional 
hearings but saw nothing objec­
tionable in the practice. They 
did not see how they could ex­
pand in any other way. 

Labor argued, however, that it 
was "taxation without repre­
sentation."" If management ob­
tained its money from the stock­
holders or the bankers^ both 
groups would be entitled to a 

In how the monev was 

The present expansion of 
business from profits leaves the 
workers and the consumer with-

19-18 only about 35 per cent of o u t a voice In the spending of 
the profits went to stockholders, t h e money. 

What does this mean? It One conclusion is evident: The 
means that the large post-war. American capitalistic system is > 
earnings of Industry are being sti l l undergoing 'change. Paying! 
retained by management. These, for expansion on a wide scale I 
earnings are not being distrlb-, o u t of profits may be I neces-
uted to stockholders in the form|sity, but I f s a new approach to I 
of dividend*, to workers in the corporate financing. I 
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The Greatest Life Retold 
By BEV. BICHABD TOBMKY 

In his preface to "The Greatest Story Ever 
Told," Fulton Oursler, anticipates t h e agonized 
protest of readers who will deplore h i s fictional 
elaboration on the simple Scriptural record 
o f the life of Jesus Christ. I n defense he 
c la ims but ode laudable hope in offering a new 
verbal portrait oS the "greatest life ever lived." 
That is, "to Induce readers to go t o t b e Gospels 
and hear the s t o r y at first hand." 

. . . * 
ADMITTING THAT HIS reverently • aimed 

biography of O u r Lord Is sometimes drama­
tized, Mr. Oursler apologizes. "What is imag­
inative is largely detail to fill In the chinks left 
open In the Bible accounts." 

It would be pointless to guess h o w many 
readers Mr. Oursler will send running to the 
N e w Testament. The world desperately needs 
t o learn more o f the message of truth which 
Christ taught and lived. But the thousands w h o 
expect to find t h e whole story of t h e Son of 
God i n this book alone will be deceived a n d 
frustrated. 

Sentimentally, their faith may be vitalized 
for this life of Christ written In everyday 
Ffri|ii»ii with Vivid color and dramatic suspense 
makes Inspiring reading that never flap In 
Interest. 

But a s an objective presentation of the God-
H s u whose wonts and deeds should h a v e thrill-
hug application e v e n In our own confused mod­
ern world, thli book seems loo flctlonsallzfd t o 
make Christ credible and lovsble. 

MB. OUBSLEB IS a convert 
Catholicism following 
several visits to Pales­
tine where the atmos­
phere and scenery of 
Christ's public career 
•melted h i s crusty 
"twenty-five years oi 
c o n t e n t e d agnos­
ticism." As a Journal 
1st and playwright, he 
felt the exciting drama 
In the Redeemer's l i f e . 
Meditation and s tudy 
confirmed his ezno-
tipnal impreslom. 

THis book was b o m 
when he sensed from 
wide personal experi­
ence is an editor a n d 
traveler that Americans knew very l i tt le 
the greatest atory in human history. 

about 

SINCE 'THE GREATEST STOBY Ever 
Told" has .been approved by the Censor of 
BooKs for the Archdiocese of New York and 
bears the Imprimatur of His Eminence F"rancls 
Cardinal Spellmm. this reviewer and t h e aver­
age reader need not quibble over Its orthodoxy. 

But. there are surprises. With unreasonable 
presumption. Mr. Oursler Is guilty of dressing 
up the courtship o f Joseph and Mary In the 
sentimental fashion of a romance-magrazlne. 
Later he adds a nomhlatorlcal famlly-toirch by 
placing St . Anne In t h e Bethlehem stable scene 
to assist her daughter at the Nativity o f the 
Christ Child. 

He also claims that Our Lords greatest ad­
dress^ the Sermon o n the Mount, was dclrverod 

only to t h e Apostles, «s though i t s gwat mes­
sage had n o universal application. To achieve 
a running chronology, he often makes the 
events of Chrtars life, and Stary"*. seera like 
coincidence and accident. 

Sounding exactly like a Senior Editor o f the 
Reader's Digest, which he i s , the author des­
cribes Our Lord-as "charming,'* "» born leader'" 
who warms the crowds w i t h a "magnetic 
glance" and "a debonair smile/* He frequently 
waxes almost sentimental o v e r Christ's "lithe 
figure, pale but muscular, with a brief golden 
beard, flowing yellow-brown h a i r and immense 
dark eyes." 

» • • 
ALA SUCH PHRASES and other modern­

isms that sound s o improjler for this ancient 
and sacred story, are a part o l the deliberate 
process for ornamenting the plain tale to make 
it more realistic and palatable than the Gos­
pels' stark simplicity. It is effective but will 
displease many readers even while giving 
thousands of- others their first sensible under­
standing of the public life of Oua- Lord and His 
Apostles. x ' 

For all Its fictional description the book de­
serve* recommendation as a straightforward bi­
ography o f Christ that presents plausible 
chronology, a bright description of Palestinian* 
life, an eyewitness narrative o f Our Lord's 
miracles and an exciting recreation of the In-
trlrues which condemned Win t o death. It Has 
a vigor and color that will m a k e It admirable 
for reading aloud, especially t o children. 

Mr. Oursler is slmplo and h e w s reverently to 
the recorded facts when he retells what the 
Gospels have specifically treated In detail. For 
example, in all the beautiful pages of para­
graphs of the Last Supper description, he 
covers the ceremony of tho H o l y Eucharist's 
Institution w i t h fourteen restrained lines and 
deliberately passes over any attempt to ra­
tionalize or Interpret that historic naoment„ 

But in the hectic travail of O u r Lord's las t 
night and day on earth the author has a dra-
mallst's Imaginative field day until his pages 
read like a script for a TechilfeoJor movie. H i s 
crow d-sccnes and the details of t h e miracles a r e 
similarly elaborated for color and emotional 
tension. 

• • • 
TILE AUTHOR DOES NOT often use l ong 

quotations f rom the sermons of Our Lord. H e 
cleverly paraphrase* the lessons and the para­
bles and succeeds it] giving them a clearer 
meaning for the modern reader. 

This book h a s been widely praised by leaders 
of various churches for recapturing the spirit 
of the times and the personality ot Christ. I t 
w ill do some good for those who have no Bible 
and know little of the atory told In the Gospels. 

But for every Catholic it cannot begin t o 
i compare with the N e w Testament which wi l l 

never be eclipsed as the best and trie most com­
pelling account of the Saviour's life. Beyond 
this, If any reader wants literary style, Imagina­
tion, scholarship and deeply convincing narra­
tion of "the greatest story ever told," he should 
sit down for Lent with Archbishop' Alban Cood-
Icr's biography of Christ, rather than Fulton 
Oursler a. 

En Ktmnan Post Laws to Regulate 
Comics Spreading 

W«shln«ton~(NC)-HCcj«n«;ticut i s the tei-gut htate o 
consider regulating comic book* oa» a»UtfwJd*itv#|. -Abilj 
has been introduced here to set u p * nto^trab»r,ljo*jtf to 
stop the distrihtrtlon of objoc- •——•—• 

I 

Uormhle publications. Violation/a 
would be punishable thiougfa 
fines or imprisonment. 

I n Wisconsin, a State Senator 
has offered a bill designed to pro­
hibit radio programs which fea­
ture "deeds o l bloodshco, lust o r 
crime," and severa l bills control­
l ing the sale o f comic books «nd 
other children's publications i r e 
scheduled to be Introduced Legis­
latures In New Yoik Massachu­
setts, New Hampshire and Illi­
nois are already considering aucht 
measures. 

I X TUB CANADIAN Parlia­
ment, « member from British, 
Columbia ha* Introduced a pro­
posal" to add t h e publication of 
"crime comics" a s an offense tot 
'the section o f the Canadian 
Criminal Code w h i c h already pro­
vides a two-year prison sentence 
for anyone w h o "portrays ob­
scene literature, obscene objects 
or drugs." 

Considerable feeling against 
comic books has been made pub­
lic In British Columbia, paitlcu-
larly alter two teen-age bojw 
there, acknowledged that reading 

D < w « t > a n t . . k _ « M _ i » I s?1 c " ; m o comic* Influenced them 
J S O O K t w I U D S J r l O K m committing a nuirder. < 

Bt. Bev. Msarr. ratrtck Bren< 
nan, of the Columbian Fathers, 
and formerly of the Archdio­
cese of Chicago, w h o was « • 
cently named Prefect Apostolic 
of the Kwoshu Prefecture In 
Southern Korea. The Bishop, 
elect joined the Society of 
S t C o l u m b a n a I n 1 0 S S . 

Maroh Books 
New York — ( N O — The 

March selection of the Catho­
lic Book Club will be 'The 
N o r w a y in a n," by Joseph 
O'Connor, It has been an­
nounced. The February selec­
tion of the club was "Agnes 
Bcpplier: Lady of Letters," 
by George Stewart Stokes, 

New York — ( N O — The 
Catholic Children's Book Club 
has announced Its March selec­
tion*: Picture Book Group, 
"Cocolo," by Bettlna; Interme­
diate Group, "A Summer to 
Remember," by Brna M. Kar-
olyl; Older Boys Group, "Son 
of the Valley," by John B, 
Tunis! Older Girls Group, 
'The Bells of Heaven," by 
Christopher Blck. 

The Canadian National .Coun­
cil of Women, representing 50(1,* 
000 women across tho Dominion, 
has thrown its -weight behind 
moves to prohibit the sale of un­
desirable literature. The council 
sent a delegation t o the Prims 
Minister protesting particularly 
against the Importation o f "cer­
tain American, rriagszlnci of 
cheap quality and of sensational 
or useless content." 

• B L O W THK IT. S, border, a 
similar situation 1st developing. 
Several parents' associations haw 
asked the Mexican Government 
to ban the sale o f comic books 
which tend to degrade youth, 
They have urged t h e authorities 
to put Into effect a decree made 
by the former President, Avila 
Camachlo, which p u t economic 

import of corolea a n d other olllui-
trated pubJicatlonsj;' f % *'' 

Voluntary method* of ^Umntt 
newsstands bf undesirable ptjbl)/ 
cations are balm backed in ninny 
localities. Last Fail a member; ot 
the New Orieani *lty -ctwuw^ 
piopoaed an ordinance. Whica. 
would ban certain, type* of comic, 
boolcs, but this hkastira has nq\» 
beer* withdrawn and art Advisory 
committee Instead will aolldt the 
cooperation of distributing agen­
cies In a clean.up tffort. * 

The ao-membdr citizens' con> 
mlttee includes repreaehtatlveat ot 
the Htw Orleans A^dJocesah 
school board and the Council ot 
Catholic School Coopartative 
Club*. It will aef up "sound, and 
fair •tandarde for cocnlc books,'! 
review all com!? musslna* In­
tended for aai« and advise dj(* 
tribttf ore which, of them are eon< 
aidered offensive,',' < ' 

lir NKW YORK, * voluntary 
committee of city officials head­
ed by a Domestic Relation* 
Court Judge hai advised comic 
book publishers that their in-
dui.try ft,ce* ^uUycwi^ujOeai^'; 
raise* Its standards, - ,.;... #.; . .;,-,•' .• 

in M npc^-pmimi'iw^m^' 
lUhern, JuaUct̂ ohh Wawan M\\\ 
suld that since cvfflic books, have 
become an inu^t#i»rt; of chit* 
dren'at lives, the crw'tc^ wicl sell-
« n «*t these publipittdrj» thittl 
recvguiwd that they aui^pon>, 
aibl» to loclaty fpp̂  ̂ ahyttiihl 
that flbey will ck> which wpl t*mi 
in any way to injur* t*» mmntMl 
auid spiritual livji bi ^djrtn*" 

•'We* are ©arty too f̂ act to *dV 
viss y«u if we can be. of aaslat' 
aanca b>«t Wi t^lpi'^Bttht «t*>.-
(for ratn>c*aibllity la y»ur•t

,, Juic 
-tlcektll i N a - l ^ | ^ . - . ,* 
- Tha contmittH sugfeated that', 
comic anaiaalneaihoildaim to-' 
waM l w § ^ J ^ i J F , < n « t t i h ^ 
perieneea'awonf t̂ ahr raaders, 
and axdtio^ thernea chart^if4±std. 
try atasult, bodily Injury, crime.; 
cHsreapawt tor the sexaa and 

r 

controls on Oie publication anp! rsaeial;_«« Wli«ioua iroup* 

'The Orealest Story Ever Told" by Fwlton Ourtlei 
(1345, t$t pp^ Doubledav) 

Beit Sellei*! 
A moral evaluation o f current books, published b y "Best Sellers," 

The University of Scranton. Scsranlon, Pa. 

I—Suitable for farrrHy read­
ing- : 
A Candle for St. Jude — 

Godden 
Brld« of Fortune- Kane. 
Bridie Steen—Crone. 
Crusade In Europe — Eisen­

hower. 
Dinner at Antolne's—Keycs. 
God's Underground — Kr. 

George and Gretu Palmer. 
Joan of Arc — Anderson. 
Late Have I Loved Thee — 

ManntrL 
No Bugles Tonight — Lan­

caster. 
St. Peter the Apostle 

Walsh 
Thr Cit\ and the Cathedral 

— Anderson. 
Tho Three Brothers — ML-

La%erl>. 
The Seven Miracles o f Gub-

bio - Bruckberger. 
TumbLeweed —' Doherty. 
Woman with a Sword — 

Noble. 

I I—Sui tab le for A D U L T S 
O N L Y because c o n t e n t 
and s t y l e too advanced 
for a d o l e s c e n t s : 

B.iUK Od;.sse> — Oltifj 
High Towers - - Costain. 
The < iatherlng Slorrn 

ChurLhll!. 
The Hearth and the Eagle— 

Seton. 
The Man Who Invented Sin 

— O'Faolain. 
The Road t o Reason — Vler 

Nou>. 

I IR—Sui tab le for A D U L T S 
O N L Y because o f IM-

M O R A L JNC1DEXTS 
which do not invalidate 
t h e book a s a whole: 

^ n Affair of State - Frank. 
Elephant and Castle— Hutch­

inson. 
Larks i n the Popcorn — 

Smith. 
Mary Wakefield — d e la 

Roche 
No Place to Hide—Bradley. 
Midnight Lace—KantoT. 
Paris Mitchell — Bollarnatt.. 
Shannon's Way — Cronin. 
The Big Fisherman - Doug­

las. 
The Gra-nd Design — Dos 

Passos. 
The Golden Hawk - Y/erby. 
The Heart of the Matter — 

Greene. 
The Loved One — Waugrh. 

' The Moon Is Mine — Goerty. 
Tomorrow WID Be Better — 

Smith. 
Toward t i ie Mornins-^-AJlen. 

Wine. 
Ruse 

Wome>n and Words — 

I V — N O T Sl'ITABXK for 
any clasw o f readers: 
An A c t of L m r Wol fer t . 

As> lum for thf Qurcn 
Jo.ri«n 

i aslle In the S«amp Mar­
shall. 

Everybody Slept Here — 
Arnold." 

Thf NaJ«ed and the Dead — 
Mnllcr. 

Thi* Yotjng Lfons - - Shaw. 
This Veiy Earth Cald-»ell. 

.Nrrt 
>llluaube«« 

I.pnJcn Book on Passion 
-- i N O -Designed 

foi ihf Lenten season, a book 
rr"r;,:ne the story of thr Pas-
rio-' n( J e s o a Christ, entitled "The 

« Weakness of God," haj been 
written by the Rev. Luke O'Don-

i'net! U S B , of St. Martins Col­
l e g e fi|>mpia. Wash. Publication 

wa« announr-ed by the Brure Pub­
lish ng <'ompany here 

Church History Book 
Has Popular Style 

New York ~ f N C > - A n e w 

j book by the Rev. Philip Hughes. 
•well known Catholic historian. 
I "A Popular History of the Cath­

olic Church." Is beirvj? published 
, by the Macmlllan Company. 
j Covering the entire period of the 

Church's existence In one short 
volume, the book gives special 
attention to tho question of 
Church-State relations. 

A native ef Manchester. Eng­
land. Father Hughes was edu­
cated at the University o f Lou-
vain, did historical research 
work In Roman archlv e« and for 
a time was a lerturer In hlstor> 
at St. Thomas' Collrg*", SL Paul 
Minn. 

Irish Charter Plane 
Dublin — ' R \ S ) - A 44- sealer 

flying boat has bepn chartered 
to carry pllgrimj from Cobh, J 

St. Bona Offers 
Full Course For 
Journalism Jobs 

St, Bon'aventure, N. Y. — A 
department of Journalism offer* 
Ing studies leading to the degree 
of bachelor of arts has been 
established at St. Bonaventure 
College, it was announced today 

I by Rev Vincent Devlne, OFM. 
jdoan of the college. 

The new department's head Is 
I Russell J. Jnndoli. former news­
paperman and a member of the 

I Bonaventure faculty s ince Sep­
tember. 1347. 

THE C U K R I t l X t M O F the 
department Includes courses In 
newspappr and magazine writ­
ing and editing, radte, public re* 
latlons and advertising. More 
than 70 students are already en­
rolled In these courses. 

St. Bonaventure is one of the 
( first three colleges In the United 

Statps to have offered a Journa­
lism course, hawng given one as 
early as 1919 As one o f nine 
Catholic men's colleges offering 

' a Journalism major today, It 
shares honors with The Crelgh-
ton University. University o f De-
troll, Duquesne University, Ford-
ham University. Loyola Univer­
sity of the South. Marquette Unl-

A ftMtff wnTy. TfcryYe tM pit* far 

wWi-nijoiaiioAH" 

'•: 

YA 

County Cork, to Fatirna on the j verslty, University of Notre 
first Irish pllgrlmagp to the Dame, and St. Martin's College 
famed Portuguese shrine. in Lacey Wash. 


