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Octogenarian
Famed Cardinsl Faulhanber of
Manich, Bavaria, tower of
strength against Nalism and
.. |"Ccommunism, on Saturdmy cele- |*
brates his 80tih birthday.

See Page Two.
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Holy Father Marks Historic
* Decade In Saint Peter's Chair

(NCWC NEWS SERVICE) |

5 His Holiness Pope Pius X11.
A has now occupied the Chairj
& of Peter for a decade. It has:
been among the most mo-,
mentous in all history. !

His Holiness observed hls'
seventy third birthday on
March 2, of this year. It was‘
also the tenth anniversary of |
his election as Pope., His|
coronation as Pope took place
on March 12, 1939. On Apnl.
2, mext, he mll have been a

priest for 50 years.
R It Is unlikely that any Pontaff -
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Persecution Char ged ... Sofia
Trial of Profesfam‘ C Iergymen

' (NCWC NEWS SERVICE)
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and promises henceforth to serve Iy fts note to the Budgarian

wis called to face problems that !
were at the same time more ser-
lous, more widespread and more
complex than those "Pope Pius
Xl has had to meet in the last

10 years. It is unlikely. too,
that any of the present Holy
Father's predecessors saw or

was seen by so many people or
knew about more of the world’'s
great nations first.hand.

THERE WERE distinct
breaks with tradilion when, on
March 12, 1939, the conclave in
the Vatican chose Cardinal Eu-
genio Pacelll to be Pope. He had
been *Secretary of State to Plus
X1. and no one holding that of-
fiee had been eiected PontifYf
since 1667. At his coronation.
March 12, 1939« he bhecame the
first native of Rome to ascend
to the Papacy in more than two
centuries.

Straightway in his allocutions.
in his acts and above all in his
finnt Encyclical Letter. Pope
Plus X11 made clear the alm of
his Pontificate. The construc
tion of moral, social and public
lifse onn Christian principles was |
a wpreme need. he pointed out.
and he indicated the ways In
which it should be achleved. i

However. leas than seven |
monthe after the coronation of
Pape Pius XII. Germany sent,
her troops hurtling into Poland |
and World War IT was on. bring- |
fng with #t ruin, anguish. car
nage and unrest such as the|
world had never seen. t

UP TU'NTIL THE moment of
fts unheralded start. the Holy |
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Hﬂ nmmnss POPE PIUS X1l

Thin typical sction pose, characleriatle of the drama-packed pontificate of Pian XII, showas

{ dinner
i March 14 in the Rochester Club,

The *trial” now under way in
{ Sofla, Buigaria. of 1§ Protestant
clergymen charged by a com.
munist regime with tressorn:, cs-
i , plonage and illegal currency deal-
| ings, marks another step in the
relentless war on Christianity
that is raging in all courxtries
under Soviet domination.

Denounced by the American
\ Government as a “blatant, texror
i istic effort, in cynical disregard
cof the facts, designed to intiml
idate the small respected Protes
tant religious denominations in
Bulgaria and to discredit thelr
sincere 1vligious leaders,” the
Sofia p edings follow the pat.
1tern set a few weeks previously
l by the “trial” of Cardinal Minds.
zenly and six others In Budapest,
‘which Secretary of State Acheson
had branded a “sickening sham”

THE SOFIA reglme\, obvlously
imitating the *successtul” meth
ods emplayed by the Hungarian
rulers, also managed to produce
lengthy ‘‘confessions” of the in.
dicted clergymen, pleas for mercy

Thos. 0'Connor
To Be Honored
At Testimonial

Thomas H. O'Copnor,
editar of the Courier-Jourrea),
well he feted at & testimanial
in hia honor Monday,

The dinner will mark Mr,
O'Connor's completionof twenty-

newwve |

fafthfully the “people’s democ-
racy.” Sofls admitted a greater
number of western correspond-
ents to cover the procecdings
than Budapest and also made it
possfble for American and Brit.
Ish diplomallc observers (o at
tena the “trial.”

regime, ther Amexrican Govern-|,
ment, as in the case of Humgary, |
resorved llg rights to take fur-
ther action as & co-migner of the
peace treaty undert which Bulsi -
garia promised to xeshect brile
human rights. The Biitish Gov-
ernment has taken simjar stop&.

Exiled Blshop Seeks Entry
To ‘Iron Curta

 Diocese
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