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I*dy In Tlit flttablt 
" The Oolumbin Bwadcaatiojr System c«rfi«i l u t Sunday 
on a tffatlotHil hookup, otJmn*tinjr/ *t out local Station 
W J $ C aft inapirinjr mil dovptiotml aermon on t&* • Lady 
At tt» SUM-." Vtatyvtfh her Want $p» ftBettil«h«m%, 

> .table, Mary jrtMlwttte M- of *•»«•» M**y In %,heart* 

ttjMountei ffioniuicb of JUMUMW M tte oM«yf.fur vtn-
«r«Uoit- und our J<*v*« BJ«Iil>p Ke*rney «mp&««f4 *])• KM 

I jncouoA on which devotion to Jtouyiwiti, wc!tedli)|»«lorttf9h 
th«t |« du# to (jod M\m, bu* bonoirihjr M»ry w 6»*i!«|ifia 

1 «b*v> idj other* DyAIflii*hty<3o<i« 
W« niny b« lur* tlut the religiously ilicniflcHiit niewng* 

• f our Bi«hop found « w«lcottie in the miiid ind h«»rt of 
mjuiy »n uppwclgtiVfl ll«t«ner, l'h(v call olf faith i* a unl-
T*rtMl em, and our couhtty i* bctlev for every mcb devout 
ijKtnictlon «r5flv#d a»jd retained in the atonh«u» of 

^mmH^^M'-im^ AW?ric*n lovers of reHglwia truth, 

Wmtmni* Arm Btapontlbl* 
'Pjtfitotî mfr responsible for the edoc»tlon oi their 

•".clilJdHBBi «!!?«» pfOPOf HUgpicos. The obligation concern* 
:;pmmM ftm.pXt Ol our edncationat ayatem. Founda-
^ o a w i k * ^ m Ui* tftftinwr aehool, the edifice of cultural 
f^l»hiie|Wi*i. o.h. mt foiindEation in high aehool, approach 
: | i .* ê anpWtft coflitritetfon i» attempted in colloge and uni­ty* No education pf.man can be sntisfactoi'y thtat doea 

fit**? mwr aa he li, body and* aoul, a child of God reai-
H9t* on eaithi but dtttlned to live always with God after 

. k* Jme4 thla earth. 
'fr' t,^tii f iltfor pjirtnti'to know that pagan and Irrellgioua 
, iMP̂ Wicfc U iiolieie.iubj^ti i» found in too nuny jrofea-
, aort wh«" have not lj«n prited «• CommunlMi, "The in-
i;.WIi|i»fc â holar. will weigh well the vaportyn of men 

• Irî WCiaW vim A VaVe Of the hand cancel all that history 
WKJOfdi «t th#i5|r| X»wm Uaa played In th« world: the 

vMftlidly trained atudent wlUliealtate to believe the unfounded 
aeedali of the aplrltual nature of man, of moral vaiuet, of 
the evident atatui of m«n»» * creature of God componed of 

'!»«&aj*d fottl mt only tog many young mtn will auc-
*tf»b te> thi dally miamts on itlntortc rollgion, on man's 

M§t. mtotm GOQV that oowe ftom one wno (Its in the 
air ofMfftjtoaV Barenttare «iponsibli if their *©n» are 
•rtlNNl b'tht cohtltiuW-lrinuciicc of prof«Mftr» WKOM 
.itfeM-'.li -M% broad »nou*h to give proper re*pe<t to 
lioi^ateiiHaei, . , 
prnffitooMA fJuB in ea«h secular univ*r«lty tiled to 
i Catholic atudanta ntttt and overeomo the dangers of 
in teachinf, Sincere itudente will use the help of the 
mm Club, prompted by their narenta and led by their 

„ _ 3 re«eiit for ill that their faith deecrvea In auny fair 
jtrseakteem of world hfiitory, of acionce In Its relation t o faith, 
$it-my tollog* atudy that invorvos the consideration of 
religion. Farenti are responsible: they will do Welt to keep 
an eye on tft©|r «ona to warn them- of fatee teMhfipta of 
MUtteMriUMei <jr Irretigioua professors: they will do better 
Uf iHKSUra tlA complete knowledge of truth that can ht had 
erdy In a, reJigloM collejte, 
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: One »nf|fit think from the violence of the uttack on 
lit* firth, commandment made by tho promoters o{ Etithan-
mib<'jtha£t numberlesa patients are calling out from their 
||^tbtd*^,,Pklai« kill me," The experience of doctor* and 
httraMimodergyinen isallio the contrary. Even i s their 
iWBE%rin̂  men and women gtffl havo healthy minds, sturdy 
i<mU. Aa true children of God. they suffer with patience 
^feat Go4 permits, them to undergo. 

In m» attagk 03̂  the rmti law, OD the law of nature. 
m all thtttmto nattrslly know as right and proper, ami have 
W M 5 * i *W«tmafilgi m*m of pagan leanings try bold-
f mfiSfc |ht> Onirch *nd reHgion and morals on tho de-
feaaivfe, »}a aot our cohcom, wo have no right to inipoae 
Ort othej* Our wh benighted and uncultured kttitudea. 
!rff ,V-S*JW t« V 1 ^ *WR>* t h e taw o f natl»« *»d of 
&2^£l*™» ^P**1 tt« positive hw: andjcall in the killer*! 

P^? ?h*l we he hirtdered from murdering aa long as he 
iVteftfetllriirHtt Thoughtful men ran Into many 

y**awt^rom .follower* of new and outlandish cults: never 
{«*» W to4-»8r«»tof fco horrible and ao lacking in 
m- vaip |nsttffc4tfott as this rnoventent for murdering the 
& « n | - * « l t o ^ h o u shalt not kllT-remato as the 
f* «f S ^ written fi^t on the fleshly tablets of the heart. 
K ^ i V t h e p ? 5 t l v , e ,aw ftf G«d on Mt. Sinai, confinncd 
E C i ^ & V S P 1 ^ t 0 Rl1 m e n - Th«y deceive themselves 
J S S I S T 1 * ^ ? ! %*.«>y «ttmb«* of patients fill thedioapital 
•jewadars- with their anguished cries-"Please kill ua.!' 
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Mm Wmmy Hat Don* Thli 
UrtM |%. \v*rld and in the heart* of sinners, is diabolic 

itt ongua. Vrt-tue m tho world and in the hearts of good 
ftten, u «f God. God arranged Mist world to be the habi-
T t °\ m}n> *"? ^™»«d «U things so that man could 
E S C ^ J M ? ^ ? * 4 ? ? i m a!,d t o His law- Uk^ to th« 
gardener, Jife planted good seed in His field. The» the 
'SfrS * " S ^ 4h* w I l c a t i T h e W0I,,(l o f °ld and the wrid bf todar-T*fe| us a perfect plctttte of much that I* good 

f ^ A ^ ' W i l t Thoah»ve Us g« and srnther « D the 
.JfeMW?" Ikne (own of flod resent all the evil thesy see 
|b«foHh4rik think even of asking for the destruction of 
jn&isnt of sinner. * 
'1**$°* ^fMtfetentm! Shm that are.ffow signers 
i«h*|lone d«f h» saints: nwoy'tfwt w disete}- God, will be 
l 5 £ S ! S ^ ! l ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ , * i f ( 0 W *» «nwtitya» they ^JRweMwith the sinherrabout them. 
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™m-. H* J # w ,to u» t<r Wfcpare fear the 
(We |«repare>«Melv«i fo* ft % liv&ar the 

Alternat ive T o Two E x t r e m e s 
It you want to knew why th« Comfliiuilsti 

ire ej>j>0*e<l to t h e Industry CouncU program of 
t(» CIO, you can find tne a w ^ e r very briefly 

ttated i n » little pamplilet pub-
liitied b y the CemrounJit Par-
t y Of N*W England, "W7i*t'i 
AJiiad | o r T ^ t i t e Workers." 
The aiilwer •!» very simple: 
'^8ecau*« there ia no common 
fntere*t between . the worker 
mi the manufacturer . . ." 

According to the Commu. 
nt«t*, t h e flrtt l a w el capital­
i s m — " « certain. A the lawi 
o f patttre" — Is "to cut costj 
through Wage c-ata, apecd up 

fa aUf | iM and work load mt the expense 
«( workers." Capftallim, it ii »ald, t* eynony-
WOUf with exploitation, and "that Is why the 
WOrJtera mutt always re ly on their own power 
(ltd anility to ttrugfle and not o n cooperating 
wjth the boas in his effort* to improve the. 

.state of the busineaa." "Soclallirn" Is the only 
aniwer to the worker's problem*. 

Thsrt'a what the Communists think about 
private enterprise, and that's why they get so 
Jittery at the very mention of the Industry 
Council program. ' 

T H E PHllXWO^HY o f the Industry Council 
-.program Is the Chrlatlan philosophy ol or­
ganized cooperation tot* the general economic 
Welfare — the very opposite of the Communist 
phljoswjlhy 0* the Inevitability of the class 
alfUKaTle, I s It any wonder, then, that the 
Daily Worker doesn't took with favor upon 
auch a program or upon its distinguished spon­
sor!? Not at all. 

The -wonder is that American Industry doesn't 
always, team to know which side Its bread Is 
buttered on. The Communists say that the In­
dustry Council plan la reactionary — or feudal-
Istlc o r olericaUjfaacdst. T o o muny American In­
dustrialists, on the other hand, are Inclined to 
•ay that the plan Is socialistic. T h e truth of 
the matter Is that ft'i probably ih* only realis­
tic alternative to both o f the t w o extremes 
condemned by the Bishops of thn United States 
In their official statemerrt of Inst November: 
porperual economic conflict on the one hand, 
excessive governmental Intervention on the 
other. 

The danger Is that American industrialists. 
by refusing to coop*rato with the non-Commu­
nist sponsors of the Industry Council pro­
gram, will play Into the hands of thc Commu­
nists. Or so It seems to the liberal Industrial 
relstions director who gave us our copy of the 
Communist pamphlet referred to above. 

• • • 

THIS DIRXCTOR KNOWfl the texti le Indus­
try Inaide out. He knows the leaders of tht 
union and sincerely respects slieir Integrity. 
But he fears that the Communist minority with­
in Ihe union, although numerically very weak, 
may b # able to cause a lot of trouble for the 
union taaders — primarily because of the un­
willingness of the Industry to look at the hand-
wrltlnsr on thc wall. Evorv time the leaders of 
the Industry give the union the brush-off. our 
correspondent tells us, they arc simply supply­
ing ammunition to the Communists. 

To these Industrialists snri to their to)-
leaiues In other Industrie* - and Indeed to 
every American who la concerned w i t h the fu­
ture o f our economic system - w«» heartily 
recommend the Annual Economic Review of the 
President's Council of Economic Advisers. 

Nowhere In this rrrciit report Is the word tn-
duslry Council so much aa mentioned, but the 
philosophy of the report is nurely th«» philoso­
phy of the Industry Council program. 

Perhaps those Americana and particularly 
tho«i> American Industrialist* w h o are «o 
Inclined to see red whenever thc rrndr union 
movement asks for a s\»tcm nf organized co­
operation for social Justice, will he disposed to 
listen more dlsappaJOonately when the same 
request Is made by the three dl.tlnicrested mem­
bers of the President's Council 

The Council starts from Ihe premise - -
familiar to students of Catholic surtal teaching 

thst "the force* ot competlllon are 
never wholly adequate'' to bring nbout the ad' 
Juslments required for the healthy functioning 
of our economy. Competition if properly 
fcRiilntpd Is Important enough In It* own right, 
hjt mme-thlnf? more Is needed and needed \ cry 
urgently That "sompthlnp more" Is described 
by the American Bishops In their statement of 
last NovembeT as "thc free organisation of 
capital and labor In pernionent agencies of co-
operttion lor the common good.'' 

. . • 
THE SA.MK UE.VRKAI. proposal ts express­

ed si follows In the recent report of the Coun­
cil ol Kconomlc Advisers T h e important or­
ganized groups wlthtn the econonw such as 
business, labor and agriculture, need both the 
economic analysts and the practical machinery 
which will enable them better in harmonix* 
their separate Interests with the common good 
and to compose even If not completely agree 
upon those matters which from a narrower 
perspective might se*>m irreconcilable." 

For tho Immediate purposes of the present 
discussion, the Important thing to remember la 
that Ihe Council of Economic Advisers Is ask­
ing lor something more tangible than good In­
tention*. It's asking for ihe "practical machin­
ery" through which the various segments of 
our economy can orgaiu/e among themselves 
and, with the government, put their good In­
tention Into practice, 

la there any other » « i of doing ihis than by 
establishing a system ot lndustn councils? W» 
doubt It. So do the American Bishops. 

1 Teach School 
1 write no poem men's hearts to thrill, , 
No song I sing to lift men's aouls; 
To battle front, no soldiers lead: 
In halls of state I boast no skill; 
I Just teach school. 

1 Just teach school. But poets thrill. 
And stager's joy, and soldier's fire 
And statesman's po\\-«»r all — all a r e mine; 
For In this little group where still 
1 just teach school 

Are poets, soldiers, statesmen — a i l : 
I see them in the speaking eye, 
In face aglow with purpose strong. 
In straightened bodies, tense and taH, 
Wheti I teach school. 

And they, uplifted, gazo intent 
On cherished heights they soon shall reach. 
And mine tho hands that led them o n } 
And I inspired - therefore content, 
I still teach school. 

-—Anonyntoua 

'Mercy Killing' Termed Crime 
Against Individual, Society 

\ 

JANUABY 18, i a * » 

HON. TKOMAS J5. DEWEY 
ALBANY, NKW YOKK 

Yttt/H EaCCJEIXKNCY: 

I am writing >ou with a 
mind filled with grave concern 
over the recent annooncement 
by the Euthanasia Society o f 
America i n which It states that 
It w i l l submit to the 1949 l e g i s ­
lature o r the State of N e w 
York a petition t o legalize vol­
untary Eathanasia. 

l i ly corwern ia shared by t h « 
several hiandred Catholic men's 
organizations whom I am privi­
leged to r«present as the Presi­
dent of thae National Council o f 
Catholic Men. Our concern tn 
this matter would even extend 
to profound fear were It no t 
for thc confidence that we have 
In t h e Irstelligent and moral 
leadership enjoyed by your 
great state. 

Nevertheless, 1 feel impelled 
to convoy to y o u Ihe strong; 
reaction o f our organization 
Sfabust thus proposal; and in 
conveying tills reaction I be­
lieve I airs expressing what la 
In t i i e minds of sll thinking; 
Americans, who have not let tho 
Judgrment of their conscience 
he stilled by the emotional 
"ethics" or a materialistic age. 

THEItK 18 no one, no matter 
how hard of heart, or how In­
ured to suffering through min­
istering to It over a lifetime, 
who i s not torn to the depths 
of his soul at ihe pain and suf­
fering endured by the seeming­
ly Incurably 111. 

l u t the moral Judgment of 
our conscience tells us thai life 
Itself, no matter whsl the con­
dition of the body that It vivi­
fies, I s surah a precious poasp*-
alon that IS cannot wilfully lie 
givers stvmy by anyone, or 
taken away from an innocent 
person. 

Euthanasia Is suicide. Euth­
anasia Is murder. Both are 
crimes against the Individual 
and a^alnse society. They vio­
late the fundamental laws 
which gov*?rn man's nature. 
They trnnsgfress the moral core 
which was Instilled In man's 
nature by God himself. 

WHILE ITT IS true that un­
der certain well known clrcu-
stances the- natural law and 
Christian ethics permit the sac­
rifice of lir«- for higher good1 

ends, and trie taking of life by 
rightful authority for the pur­
pose o f pur-iltlve Justice -- in 
sny other conceivable circum­
stances, no Individual receives 
from Ood trie right to end his 
own l i fe >,'or has the public 
authority trse right to permit 
the taking o f Hie life of an In­
nocent person Yel that is 
whst the proponents of Euthan­
asia advocate. 

In opprnlr»f their proposal to 
legalise volEsntary Euthanasia, 
we profess o u r belief that Ood 
Is the mastea- of life and death, 
lhal "thou shall nol kill' Is 
Ills fomimiwlmral, thai He has 
retained to Himself the domin­
ion o\ e r human life, thai who-
ever a\a*nnt«K men dominion 
usurps a (llv-inr prerogative. 

Suffering for Ihe members of 

Once again the Euthan­
asia Society of America is 
attempting to have the 
New York State Legisla­
ture legalize "mercy kill­
ing" on a so-called "volun­
tary" basis. The position 
of Catholics on this quea-
tin is admirably presented 
m a letter to> Governor 
Dewey by Emmet A. Blaes, 
Washington, president of 
the National Council of 
Catholic Men. 

the Euthanasia Society is un­
bearable because they overlook, 
or deny, one of the basic truths 
of - divine revelation, namely, 
that human suffering has its 
place In the divine plan, and 
that all the events of life on 
earth must be Judged in the 
Ug-ht of eternal life. 

I F THJE SPONSORS of the 
present petition are successful 
1n this campaign, what. Is to 
prevent them from taking a 
further step and advocating 
coswpulsory Euthanasia ? If 
this appears to be an unwar­
ranted fear, then may I call 
your attention to the pamphlet 
"Merciful Releaso" issued by 
this same Euthanasia Society, 
and In which compulsory Eu­
thanasia is mentioned as an 
ultimate objective 

Euthanasia In this case Li 
Justified for the "good of so­
ciety" and the state presumes 
to tell each Individual when he 
may live and when h e may die. 
The? slate becomes God. and 
that Is Nazism. Fascism and 
Communism. 

Were this not enough to turn 
the minds of men against this 
latest proposal of the Euthan­
asia Society of America, It 
might be well to point out that 
It stands opposed to the spirit 
and letter of the common law 
on which American jurispru­
dence Is based. To And a prece­
dent for the killing of aged per­
sons, unwanted children, or the 
Incurably ill. we have to turn 
to the horros perpetrated by 
totalitarian regimes o r go back 
to the savagery of uncivilized 
states. 

• I T IF El THAN ASIA U 
suicide and murder - a s It 
iure>ly Is then we find the 
law of the L'nlted S lates very 
explicit In Its condemnation. 
There have been very few 
rases of homicide lhat have of­
fered humanitarian motives 
aa a defense (or the s laver. 

These are legal facts of 
whlc-h I'm sure Your Excel­
lency and the legislature of 
the State of New York are ucll 
aware. .1 presume to mention 
them here only because of the 
Importance of the Issue and the 
great Interest we have In It. 

IJ5T I S SIPPOSE, Incon­
ceivable though II r>e that 
through some stiange pervers­
ion of truth the \ e \ * York 
Slate legislature declares vol­
untary Euthanasia lecal In the 
ense of persons Incurabh or 
painfull) 111. 

Who will determine when 
"mercy killing-" Is legal ? When 

i l legal? Where are t h e flse 
l i n e s to be drawn! Wil l the 
representatives of the people 
or the state of New Ttwrk aa-
snone the responsibility ot teil-
laar mothers and fathers, ssast 
aiasl daughters when t h e y may 
taJke their own life or. sdsan ha 
the kUlbiar of another* 

I f this responsibility i s ahift-
eoV to the already heavily 
burdened shoulders, of o u r phy­
sicians, what then becomes of 
the ancient and honorable Oath 
of Hipprocrates which declares 
In part, " . . . I will, g i v * no 
deadly medicine to anyone if 
asRed, nor suggest any such 
counse l . . ."? 

T H E AST OF the physician 
Is that of healing, of saving 
life. I-can think of nothing 
that would so tend to under­
mine the confidence which 
people universally plsce in the 
medical profession a s the 
gratnting to them, or rather the 
forcing upon them, the discre­
tionary power of life and 
death . . . 

T h e progress of medical sci­
ence this last half century has 
been phenomenal. Even iii this 
last decade there have Seen 
amazing new developments in 
the art of healing and alleviat­
ing pain. 

< Yesterday men and womes 
were dying: of Illnesses that 
were thought Incurable. Today, 
they are living because o f Ihe 
result of the work of the men 
snd women who have dedicated 
their lives to medical reaemrch; 
because the medical profession 
Is reluctant to admit the exis­
tence of an "Incurable disease". 

Victims of leprosy, epilepsy, 
yesterday regarded as incur-
nhle. tomorrow may hopefully 
knot* their Ills are curable be­
cause of the discovery o l new 
drugs or Ihe perfection of sur-
gtca 1 techniques. What of can­
cer? Would your Stale Legis­
lature permit a victim of can­
cer t o submit to voluntary Eu­
thanasia when out of the re­
search laboratories of your 
own state of New York, where 
men are working night and day 
loivstrd a common end. may 
come the cure for this terrible 
disease tomorrow, or the next 
day. or thc day after? 

TO ME k would be unthink­
able for any one of Ihe forty-
eight states of America to vio­
late by enacting- a statue le­
galizing Euthanasia, the Ood-
glven. inalienable "right to life" 
which the U S. Declaration of 
Independence snd now the 
L'N Declaration of Human 
Rights guarantee to each Indi­
vidual. 

It ia even more unthinkable 
tin! the great state of New 
York, with all that It repre­
sents aa a leader In the moral 
life o f this countsy, should 
even arlve serious consideration 
to such a proposal. 

I trust . Your Excellency .. 
that ynu will convey our 
thoujchts to the committee pri­
marily concerned with the pro­
posed legislation, and to tht 
leglilature at large . . . 

M o s t respectfully yours, 
EMMET A. BLABS 

y+UiUHXj, cJf&lOed AM-on* 
Tn the mrjlrum cruirch gner 

whn is ,ti,\«.(l1>il intn Sunday 
Maw each w. eek ihe man .jvho 
dislodges hls-ii hum his com 
fortnbly rerraote position near 
Ihe exit in lr»e interest of order 
andsafen and »ho with pen 
tic cniphavKi c\ira,-r<i hit haril 
earned cunt nhuli.in (or the 
tieni'llt ofiriiciiiti is not 1IMM\ 
tn be mrnsu red m heroic sta­
tute 

Nevrr!'nclc-ss. the partsh ush-

ei is a hero, alhcii unsung and 
not »irtcly appreciated 

t'SMKKINt; !;, rh j . rh i* a 
volunteer office The oe-M that 
a parish usher ran expert i« an 
occasional work of thanks or 
some small gift «i Christmas 
from a grateful p.»«i.>r and per 
haps some btt of trpr!\ tribute 
In an announcement o n a ma 
Jor feast. 

But for all that, the parish 
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Parish Pillars 
Church Uiher 

usher is a man devoted to duty. 
Oftenrimes he must rearrange 
his family schedule, curtail his 
social obligations, and suffer 
many minor Inconveniences in 
order t o be on hanr to give that 
sen ire which spells the good 
order t o be on hand t<~ give that 
the thousands who assist at 
Mais and other parish demo­
tions 

A HEAL SENSE of humor is 
a nec"«-ssai\ requisite for the 
parish usher Catholics are a 
cross section of the American 
populace. We have our share 
of people v* ho are temper-
menial, difficult to manage, 
and insistent on their rights as 
free citizens. Some do not leave 
selflsrtiiess ot home even » h e n 
they c o m e to worship Cod. 

Il requires kindliness and 
humor to move the determined 
enriof-thepew sitter without 
mmmotron and to answer all 
thc questions for those « h o 
« ill he rlenf during the reading 
of the announcements. It de­
mands holy tolerance to watch 
furcloJhed arms raised to drop 
pennle-s and nickles in the bas­
ket. 

A C A L M presence and a 
cheerful word must come eas­
ily to t h e lips of the usher in 
m a n y m i n o r emergencies 
which w i l l arise wheVever there 
are crowds. 

Though it would be extreme­
ly unusual for any parish ush­
er tn m e e t a single situation 
v» h e r e outstanding heroism 
would be required, we are of 
the opinion that the fidelity. 
the loyalty, the disinterested 
and unselfish service of the sol­
id, substantial pillars of t h e 
church who serve In the ca­
pacity o f usher amount to r e a l 
heroism in the aggregate. 

It Is too bad that rhis hero­
ism m a s t remain unsung o n 
earth, -although we suspect it 
Is noted tn Heaven. — T h a 
Tablet' aWrooklya. 

One Welcome Ally 
In this space a week ago I expressed the fear 

that some o i our "statesmen" are not farsigriited 
—or shall w e say deep sighted — enougii to 
detect what Communist govern­
ments are really up to when 
they arrest, try t o , condemn 
and perhaps execute members 
of the Catholic hierarchy. 

Congressmen. Senators, Sec­
retaries and under Secretaries 
of State, e v e n the President; 
heads of Lords and Commons, 
Prime Ministers, Cabinet mem­
bers (and o f course the King, 
though he s e e m s hardly to come 
Into the political picture) all Fr- tiiltte 
seem to consider the persecution of Churchmen 
in Communist countries as a matter of no world-
shaking Importance. They think it "unforTun-
ate." or even "deplorable"; but as far as act ion 
is concerned, they seem to say. "What can we 
do about It, and why should be do anything?" 

I tried to make the point in, last week's con­
tribution thst the l'nlted States of America, 
Great Britain and sil other legitimate govern-, 
ments are a s much endangered as the. Catholic 
Church by the arrest of Cardinal Mlndsienty, 
Archbishop Stepinac and others. Those prel­
ates do of course represent the Church In an 
especial way, but equally they represent God . 
The attack i s primarily upon churchmen, but 
the ultimate objective of the enemy Is G o d . 
To say tbst the attack upon God does not con­
cern all civilized nations Is to deny an abso­
lutely fundamental principle, not only of re­
ligion but of statecraft. , 

» « * 

BUT4 INTO thai argument we need not e n t e r 
again. What I wish to add today is that I h a v e 
been watching the papers, since (Be arrest of 
the Cardinal in Hungary, in Lhe hope of s e e i n g • 
how many, i l an), directors of public opinion 
in America h a v e been perspicacious enough to 
see. and courageous enough to say. that w h a t 
seemed to be just one more act of persecution 
against the Church is really a matter of eqimlj 
importance to the State. 

There have been few indications that t h e 
event in Hungary hds been properly evaluated. 
There has come no indication from our political 
leaders that the> ha\e seen what the Commun­
ists are ultimately aiming at There Ig t h e 
usual expression of displeasure, and an occaLS-
ional none-too-vigorous condemnation of t h e 
act as Intolerant or tyrannical. But no govern­
ment official has shown anv philosophical \xi\-l 
demanding of what it meant when the Cardinal 
was arrested 

But there ts here in .New York at least orve 
clergyman <not a member of our Church) w h o 
has caught the deeper significance of the Minda-
zenty episode. Rev. William C. Kernan, ass ist ­
ant rector of an Lplscopal Church, wrote t o 
the New York Herald Tribune a rather longish 
letter in which there was something more thaui 
the usual cry of "Intolerance'' and "tyranny." 

He aald, for example: "By every standard 
ef what constitutes religious freedom. Cardinal i 
ailndazenty wm* acting well within his rlghfcm. 
They are rights, «s very American must k n o w 
sow, which Communists deny. There la no p l a c s 
for them In the Communists system. Aa s 
nistter of fact It Is time we recognize that ther« 
Is In reality n o place at all for religion tn t f s s 
Communist system." 

It must irk the reverend gentleman to fe>«l 
obliged to rehearse lhat elementary fact for trts 
readers of a great metropolitan newspaper. I t 
i s precisely what thc Oatholii cieigv have been 
saying foi at least two m three generations. ' 
We sometimes wonder if what we say LS 
bruahed aside a s "profe-ssiohal" or "partisan." 
S o we welcome an ally from another religious 
body than our own 

Dr. Kernan quotes a couple of authoritative 
Communist declarations, one from Engels a n d 
Lenin, the nthet fiotn \ ,adimn Bakantchu 
Premier of the "Kiee Ooation Peoples Re­
public." to the effect that "All faiths and a i l 
contemporory churches as ah religious organi­
zations, whatever they may be. are nothing birt 
creations of the bourgeois reaction w-hlch aldi 
the exploitation of the working class . . ." 

• • • 
READERS O F the Catholic press have been 

familiar wild that Maixian pnn-ciple. not only 
since 1917, the >ear of Russian Revolution, bir* 
for 80 years since the publication of Daa Kap-
Ital i and indeed since the appearance of th^-
Communist Manifesto in DM* It amazes u s 
that any Americans snouid now he learning that 
fact for the first time in 19-19 

But the principal point tn Dr. Kernan s lertea-
U In his conclusion. He says in the light of t h s 
fact that atheism U essential to Communism. 
"The real reasons for ( ardinal Hlndszenty's 
arrest become ail to clear ( ortainly, all Ameri­
cana who believe In and fight for human rights 
will want to protest Ihis outrage against the 
Catholic Church and stand shoulder to shoulder 
with Catholics a«-alnst Communism, which i s 
the enemy of all religion." 

"All Ameurans sa\<, 
to protest this outrage 
have done so th .is fat 
happened to any and a 
humanitarian ,•. ^n~..-^in KIS "-
heaven when <ime nun t'a'ti-nu 
ious group is persecuted. 

In thc present instance they are surprisingly 
silent. And so arc the" publicans. A n d - - i f 
any the s'ates-rcn Kit thanks., at least, 
to Dr Kernan He understands, and what's 
more he speaks out But he musl feel prerty 
lonesome out there all b \ himself 

Do You Remember? 
2.) Years Ago—Feb. 1. 1924 

Fathers and mothers of babies bom within 
t h e year were entertained at a dinner by the 
Rev. Thomas F. Connors, pastor of Blessed 
Sacrament Church, Rochester. 

• • • 
1 0 Years Ago—Feb. 2 . 1930 

Simplicity marked the funeral services for 
Reverend Mother Beatrix of the Holy Spirit, 
oldest Carmelite in the world, held in the 
Carmelite Monastery. 1530 East Ave.. Roch­
ester. His KVcellency Bishop Kearney .ifTpred, 
the requiem Masts and conducted the services. 

5 Years Ago—Feb. 3 . 1944 
Keeping closer ties with parishioners in the 

armed forces and planning Society activity in 
t h e post-war era were urged upon Holy Name 
Societies in Rochester Deanery by the Rev. 
F. William Stauder. idocesan director, speaking 
a t Corpus Christi Hall. 

• • • 
Monroe County League for Planned Parent­

hood planned euen- ive public t\ for Roc he si e s 
Sunday newspaper circulation 135 000. but a 
dissputp between pressmen and management 
resulted in but 22,000 being printed. 
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