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liere js & definite need for 1949, the need for world
o8 Way jit;, }vm;whefthelkbat otrl co!di"t he tmtzo& t:x:g i‘;‘ﬁ:‘
war 4 just as far from thoughts of pea -
: I“mthcg, rhaps s because the
ragilg & hot war is- fighting that pmce may come.
on: tlint wages & cold wi. doey'not gant peace.
or- pasce! Tle stroigest movihent for world
il itﬁf{!tt‘cn%th - the yealization of the true na-
) t¢' Comitnunist: J@giongar are.men decelvinﬁ them-
3 bﬁxi‘rotendl?:g to deceive themselves, on the pur-
oﬁﬁiﬁa Btpg'st {‘ mw'i“il It)“w i‘t If“m:fuﬁg:; l:x!:
. - abatain from Bot wax only
‘ %«&Im t:‘o.étfans up sgaiist the strength of decent -

ﬁement that there are

wWiges' R hot war.

it Truninn makea the sta
mﬁﬁml}iu u;la \}\;lto g?eulro peace tWlt:i é tléo gngl. 'I;t;erlq ‘i/s
i ig--cligie wio give no opportunity to the a-lov-
' bre%hre,ﬂ' o seok fulllmsent of thelr desire }; world-
peacé ent. nations must be ready to glve help to the
pekalor h%'tmlm()lrlw or mmjority in Russla that {t may
abeon s enids,
: I’g Plus XI1 speaks out clearly about the Chiness
minists, mayking them as men dedicated to the destruc-
of mlt ro\lglon., ecell Is partof th.ir stntegy. They are
40 lle about their ihtentions, pretend to grant freedom of
nschnce and the praclice of religion to any territory

i ,rbc.'nut thelr secrot policy s all for paganizm, for
hz“g nmn, &1 for ti‘o ruination of religlon, the suppression

©f consclonce,
1}1&* we have the litest outrage of these enemijes of
Lo

Godyln the arvest on patently tyumped up ¢ =ges of Cardi.
ﬁﬂ"iﬂnd‘uuntyof-}h‘x’:ms . Sixty-seven percent of Eun.
ppulation s Ca f‘i'c, piactically all of it is Chrls-
ot & comrriunistio fov;unmunt can go againat all jus.
: ﬂo:,m ﬁdﬁ?k}e ;oatll- patristic splrit, to do vickence to Hun.
“Mansof-God, ' '

" xi“ﬁ io‘}‘ ke Catholiea will call upon the Immeacu-
© " Iaté Hamxt of Maxry{o tse all her power of intercession with
- fthd Prince of Pegcd to tvercoms the aims of the evil one

-, st Jutinto adtlon by Conniandsts everywhere, Only through
' '%rqy‘t‘ d the.practicalyise of power can the world hope
3 mw&}ﬂiﬁ .real year for worll-peace.

‘Tempoialities OF 1949

it

»

% ~The end pf tha 0ld and the bekinning of the New Year
2emlnd ke of the apivitual riches God gives us in time, riches
« that-Yightly vsed, pirchnse for us the unfulling riches of
atemt s[!.’t?d(nﬁ mien Work while it i day, because they
know (& night s comig in vwhich no man niay waork,
Every grace of cvarg day must be used woll in accordance
with the intention of the good Cod who asks ua to use His
gifts ds the neanys of planng: Him, as the means of sancti-
fng quy mul%,, msking‘thm “yeady for Heavon.
¢~ In God’s Charch things temporal go along with things
-!p(xiauah, cgl has placed ths weifave ef the Church in huzuan

e, On: the zeal and loarfhing and Iabors of the priesthood
ind thy: veliglous ovders diperad the salvation of gur gener-
fonOm the generous ofiperation .of the ity with their
tlepands the outeomo for the Church at large and for

the individual soul, \
© ot (ot depends upoy us to au?port the temporalities of
ﬁﬂ,‘a Chuxch. 1t is a apeclil b3essing Ho gives us, to frevite
ur help, to look to us as llis boloved children, to endow Mis
- Chureh with materisl gools to ¢y on its work. His work
on thendlasions can go on only' if we help: Hie work in the
Church universal can procced proéﬂtiousy only When His
childron giva gifts of money to underwrite all its activitie:
His wirk in t'ho diocese md parish can have good success

cgﬁly‘ Whenwohelp,

How Shall I Help In 1949!

_ Soleamon of old could tolf tha Lord; “Gladly have I given
3l things to Thee.” Ths Tesrple of God i with us as our
patish chirel; we arg not dsked to give all we have for sup-
port 6t the Church In e diocece, in our parish. We are
xzked to give of what Gol has bestowed on us to support
adeqilitely His Church wlth all its intovests, Our Bishop,
¢ut Pustor, guide us and divect us in spiritual things: they
4180 lond us in providing monetary support for religion. To
follow the Pastor in his zal ‘to provide well for all the par-
{kh neods is to please God, to- gain merit for our souls, to
Help our own and our nelghbor profit by God's Providence
in His Chwel, -
i, In 1949 every true Cathelie will in his use of the en-
éélopp sets, in his devoted atention to special collections,
€0 16V rent, to diocesan wilections, show his intontion to
give back to God some part of what God has given to him,
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(RADIO, N.CW.C. NEWS SERVICE)

Vitiean Clty, Dec, 24 == The Engiish text
of the tenth annus) Chrisbmas Eve message
to the world, delivered by Miy Holiness Pope

Al Buronwm of Ol P1us XET, b as followss
povolation. 1l Wb

Sirave yet tenvder, likke the testament and last
ixzewell of « most loving father, were the words
of the Divine Radeemesr (o His first Vicar on
exxth: “Confirmy fratres tuos” (Luke 22,32),
stxengthren thy brethren! ‘These words have
nort ceased 10 echo fn Our mind and heart since
the day He willed, in. His $nacrutable design,
to confide to Qur weak hands the helm of
Peter's Barque. .

ALTHOUGH THESE IMMORTAL words are
deeply engraven In the depth. of Our mind,
they are jmpressed still more upon Us when-
ever, exerciiing the Apostolic Ministry, We
cornmuricate to the Hierarchy and Faithful of
the world the teaching. directives and exhorta.
tioms which are needed for the complete fulfill-
ment of the Church's saving mission and which
muzst be sullably adapted lo the ever-changing
clrcumstances of time and place, while their
substantfal inmutabllity is kept unchanged.

Et W with singuisr and deep emotion that
We exparience the foree of that Divine Com-
manad at th pressnt moment when, beloved
somms snd daughters of the world, we are
uﬁuﬂuz or the tenth lime Our Christmas
| (] you. at the end of a decade which,
for svontful happenings; oppressive anxiety and
Migar woes, has not fts equal In the course of
hisavian huiaory.

L.ast Chrisimas, when We asked your prayers
and cooperation on this same feast day We
expressedd the hope that the year 1948 then
about to begin, might be for Europe and lor
the whole society of natlons tormented by 2o
mux<ch disunion, & year of earnest reconstruction

.and the beginning of a rapld advance loward

lrue peace.

‘Today, atthe end of & vear which began so
hopeefully, Our paternal volce again Invites you,
the upright and thoughtful, the saincere Chris-
tlarzs, to ponder over the present state of hu-
manity and of Christendom, and fo consider
whmt plan should be adopted to advance sincere-
ly and securcly along the path polnted out by
the exacting necessities of the times and by
your o conscience.

ANY CLEAR .- SIGHTED PERSON who has
the moral strength and courage to look truth
squarely in the face. even {f it be painful and
hursriltiattng, must fully recognize that this year
of 1948, which dawned full of high and well-
foursded expectations. appears now at its close
lo laave arrived at one aof those crucial paints,
where the path which previously disclosed
Elmmt vistas seema to pose insicad on the
rirzk of a precipice where pitfalls and dangers
fll good and generous people with tncreasing
anxsety,

Nevertheless, or rather for this very reason,
beloved sons and daughters, while faint-hearted-
ness begins to overcome the minds even of the
courageoras, and doubts assall the most eon-
lightened and determined men. we feel our-
selvel more than cver obliged to answer the
Divenoe command: "Confirma fratres tuos.”

To all of you, even thase at the extremities
of the earth, We send as Our Christmas greet-
lag the words by which the Prophet annagjineed
the work of redemption and the decistve victory
of the reign of Christ “Strengthen ye the
feetale hanndy, An@ conflrm the weak knees. Say
fo thie fainthearted: take courage and fear not:
behold vour Jod ... will come and will save
you.™ (ls. 35, 3. 4),

AS THE BUCCESSOR of Him to Whom the
Divime Promise was addressed: ! have praved
for you" tLuke 2232 We know full well that
when the fight against the powers of darkness
I8 rmosl ardusus and enter« phases that are
decimive and hurnanly speaking. alarming it

It t&yen that the lotd 1 all the cloasr to tha
Church and to His fatthful  Fully convineced
and  aware of this Divine assistance. We re

mind all those wha glory in the name of Catho-
lle Christians of a twolold sacred duty indis-
ponsable for the bettering of the present con-
diticen of human soctety

(1) Unshakeable fdelity to the heritage of
lrutds brosaght to the world hy the Redeemer.

(3) Consclentlous fuiftflment of the precept
of Justice and love, necesaary presapposition
for thée triumph on earth of a social order
worthy of the Divine King of Prace.

We wottld (il in gratitude to the Almighty.
Giver ol &ll grace and Furnisher of every good.
! We did not recognize that the year now
oméng lo a close desmte all its anxieties and
sufferings, was also 1ich in spiritual consola-
lions. {n hapyy experiences and encouraging
ucoess,

It waga year in which the Church among all
peoples, and In every couniry  and continent.
has glven unmistakable and spiendid proofs of
Iife and wvigor. of activity and reslstance. and
of rapld progress  And those not oniy justify
the brightest hopes in the spiritual fleld. but
have also  produced tangidble results In the i
tanle debate in which the human race finds
ltsel £ involved while struggting for its heallng
and its peace

A GLORIOUN SERIES of 1eliglous functiond,
of ESucharistic and Marian congresses, of im-
portant centenary celebrations and impressize
gathverings, have proved to any Impartial ob-
server that nelther the war nor ita aftermath,
nor the tenacity of the enemies of Christ in
their- discordint and destructive plans have
beers able to dry up or contaminate the limpid
sour<ces whenee the Church has drawn the life-
glvirag strength for neariy 20 centuiies

Ewerywhere there 18 a quickening and thion
bing of Eife whtch stinves FEpectally among
Cathrolic y outh to bring the Gospe! tiuths and
the salwlary force of it doctrine into all the
spheeres of human activity; its aim is to hetp
ad save even those whe up to the present
have closed their hearts to such bensficent
Aitien with great loss te themselves.

Thae severe trials the Church has undergone
beeaxase of the war and its Aftermath, the pain-
ful bosses and serious Injury she has sustained,
have served only to give more comforting and
meouraging proof of her energv ard resistance.
Tossed about by the storm and waves. she
has Eept intact apd Inviolate her vital fbre.

In all those countries where to profess the
Cstholie Faith really means 1o suffer persecu
tlon there have been and there are still thous
thds of valianl men and women whe. undis-
may@d by sacrifices, proscriptions and torture,
and fearless In the face of prison and death,
do pot bow the knee before the Ball of might
and power (3 Kings, 19, 18), Their names are
unkzxown for the most part to the general pub-
liet Bt thewy are wrllten in Indelible characters
In thee annals of the Church. .

IS 18 PR US A DUTY to honor those faih.
il w-atiant people. these lireless. couragrous
chosen ones, who arg blessed by God. For 1hem
the Ixardships of the present timme, the sorrows

ext of Pope’s Christmas Eve

an<d the maternal tears of the Spouse of Chriat
are nelther a stumbling biock nor foolishness
but an occasion and & stimulus to show forth
not In words but hy actions - the integrity
and unselflshness of thelr purpose, thelr un-
flirzching fidelity and the sublime geneioutly of
the={r hearts.

Wards fall to pay & worthy tribule and extul
In « filing wav the herolsm of these mosl faith.
ful among the faithful To each one ol them \ e
exprress Our praise and Qur gratitude The
Lord Who prumised 1o remember before tlis
Heavenly Father those w ho confessed 1hm be.

fore men «Matt 10 321 wiil he thetr elernal
reompense
I't the constancy and sleadfasiness of w0

many hrethren in the Faith s a source of jouy
and holy pride for Us, We cannot pass over
the obligation of mentioning those alsa whose
thoughls and sentiments bear the imprint of
the spirit and difficulties of the times

How many have suffered harm. and how
ma ny have been shipwrecked in thelr {aith and
In Their very belief In God. How many carried
aw@ay hy a wawve of secularism or hostiifty
towsard the Church. have lost the freshness and
thee serenity ol a Falth which up till then had
been the support and the lght of thelr lves

(3thers vielently uprooted and toin fiom
thedr native soil  wander almiesdly  about
exgxosed. particutarly In the case of the soung,
to a spirttual and moiral riin, the danger of
whech |t would be Impoasible to overeatimale

T HE MATERNAL EYE ol the Chuieh [}
low s with walchful love and redoubled ciuie the
souls of those temporarily last or In danger.
She s not angry She prava. not condemna
Shes waits  She s walting the return of thowe
children of hers and Is anxious to find means
of hastening that hour

That 18 why the Church shrinks
sac e finds no Irouhie tho burdensome to
suv Boan end She 16 ready for mvervthing,
eveepl one thing - that she he not asked o gnin
the aeturn of thee 5 thma v hiave left he
e i the distant past or recenth at the
exprense of any o " < tarnishing of e
deposit of  Chiistian Faith confided o het
keeping

fror. nao

It weems to Ua that a brief clarification is
opproriine with respect to some harsh state-
mexats againat the Catholic Church and the
Papxacy uttered bv certain dissidents. Our duty
of charlty and of love la certainly not lessened
by mttacks or by insults. We know how to dis
Hag ukh sEtwera the people, often deprived of
free~dom, and the «ystema that eule them

W are cognizant of the servile dependence
thae some renresentathven of a relizion called
“orthodox” display toward s roncent of Wfe
whese untimale goal — repeatedly proctaimed—
In ghe climination of all trace of Christlan
reibarion,

WE ARE NOT UNAW ARE of the harioning

path that must be tavelrd by mam of Our
beloved sons and  daushiets whom a  pubite
ssatem of violence has dinhen to cut them-
seiv es formally asvav o the NMaother Chuteh
to v hich their deeves consy ictoa s Gnited theny

AR profound e 2 ohion AV e adoare the Yo
steadlastnessof wome vt deep sottow ard
felg ned pateina ATecane \Wewginess b ot

[RLERTNEN exdernas tesgs

ual  angutsh of L haose
tance has given o av oyde:
pressule and o

the pxncess of wg st

st centis g sepatatior:

which thetr heart abhors and thelt consaence
repyove
Fidentv  to the Divine patiimony of hiuth

confided to the Church does not in any wav
vonctemn the Catholic Christian - as not a
few he'leve ar sceem Lo hetteve to an attitude
of chifildent reserve o cold ndiffercnce 1in the
faces of the grave and urgent duties of the
pressent hovg

ON THE (ONTRARY: the soirit and the ex.
e ol O Lord, Who came to xeek ard sav
wWh D wak losl v ¢ v yanament of love andd,
generalll  speaking  the  special signifieance
that radiates fromy the good tidings. the history
of the Church which proves how she has always
beery the staunch and constant support of every
force for good and tor peace: the teaching and
exhorlations of the Roman Pontiffs. especially
in the course of recent decades., dealing with
the <onduct of Christians toward the neighbor,
society and the State atl this serves 1o pro-
clairn the believer s duly to take his share gen-
rrowz sy, courageously and according to his sta-
ton and capachh  in questions that a tormented
and  agltated wortd has 1o solve in the fied of
social Justicd no iess than on the inteinanonal
plarve of law and peace.

A convinced Christian cannot confine himsel€
witlzin an  easy and ecgoistical “isolattonism,™
whem be witnesses the needs and the misery
of xis brothers; when plems for help come to
him from these in economic distress; when he
knowes the aspieations of the wearking classes
for oy normal and just conditions of lite:
when he lw aware of the abuses of an cconnmic
systeem which puts money above soclal obligs-
tions when he is not ignorant of the abercations
of mn Intransifent matiopalism  which denirs
or spurns the common bonds linking the sep-

arate nations together, and imposing on eagh
one of them many and vxried datles toward
the grest tamily of nations.

Catholic doetrine on the State and eivil
sociely has always been based on the principle
that, In keeping with the will of Ged, the
nations form together a community with a com-
mon aim and common duties.

Even when the prociamation of this princl-
ple and its practical consequences gave rise to
violent reactijons, the Church denied her assent
to the erroneous concept of “an absolutely auton-
omous sovereignty divested of all soclal obliga-
tions.

THE CATHOLIC CHRISTIAN, persuaded
that every mian {s his neighbor and that every
nation is a member, with equal rights, of the
family of nations, cooperates wholeheartedly
in those generous efforts whose beginnings
might be meagre and which frequently encoun-
ter strong cpposition and obstacles. but which
aim at saving Individual States from the nar-
rowness of a self-centered mentality.

This latter attitude of mind has been largely
responaible for the conflicts of the past. and
unless finally overcome or atl least held in
check, could lead to new conflagratlons that
might mean death to human civilization.

Since the cessation of hostlliities, men have
never been so obsesned as today by the night.
mare of another war and by anxiety for the
peace. They alternate between two extremes.
Some adopt the ancient motto, not completely
false, but which Is easily misunderstood and has
often been misused: si vis pmcem pars bellum;
if you desire peace, prepare for war. Others
think to find safety in the formula: peace at
all costs!

Both parties want peuace w hile both endanger
it On one side by arousing distrust on the
other by promoting a secursty which can pre-
pare the way for aggression. Thus both, with-
out wishing it, compromise the cause of perace
at the very time when the human race crushed
under the weight of armaments and in agony
at the prospect ol {resh and evenn worse cone
flicts  shudders at the thought ®f a future
catastrophe.

Hence We shouid ltke to
the characteristics of a iecal
peace

point  out hriefly
Chnistian will for

(L1 The Christian will for peace comes fram
i0d. He in the “God of Peace” (Rom. 13, 33);
He has created the world to be an sbode of
peace; He bhaa given Hia commandment of
peace, that “tranquillity in order” of which
8t. Augustine speaks.

The Chriftian will for peace has its weapons
too. But ita principal arma are those of prayer
and love, constant prayer to the Father in
Heaven, Father of us all; brotheriy love among
all men and all nations. since all are sons of
the same Father Who is In Heaven: love which,
with patience. always gucceeds In being  dis-

- posed and ready to achieve understanding and

agreement with everyone

THESE TWO ARMS HAVE their source In
C.od. and when they are lacking, where people
only know how to wield malerial weapona,
there can be no 1eal will for peace.  For purely
malerial armament necessarily asvakens dis-
tiust, and creales what amounts to a climate
of war.

Who then can fall to wee how important it
i« for the nations to preserve and strengthen
the Christian way of lfé. and how grave is
their responsiblilty in the selection and super.
vision of those to whom thev entrust the im-

mediate control of Armamenta”

{21 The Chriatian wi for peace is easily
ldentifted, Obedient to the Divine precept of
peace, it will never  Lea a g sestlon of national
preatige or honor into an argunwnt for war or
even for a threat of war. It i« very mareful
to savold recourse to the force of arm in the
defense of rights which, however legitimate,
do not offxet the riak of kindling a biaze with
all its tremendous sapiritual mnd material con.
sequences,

Here, likewise, the responsihility of the na-
tiona ia perfectly clear with reapect to the para-
mount problems of the education of yonth and
the moulding of public oplnton, which modern
micthods and instrumenta remder ao ensitive
and changeable today, in cvery department of a
nation's life, But this Influennce must be care-
fully exerted to support the common interest
of all Statea in the defenso of peace.

Every violator of the lsw should be banished
In disgrace to solitary confinement by civil so-
clety, as a disturber of the peace.

May the United Nations Organization become
the full and fauiltlesa @xpreasion of this inter-
national solidarity for peace, erasing from ita
institutions and ita statutes every vestige of its
origin which was of mecessity a solidarity in
War,

< The Christlan witl for peace is practical
and realistic  Its immediaté ain is to remove,
or al least 1o miligate the causes of lenSlon
w hich aggravate the danger of swar morally
and materially

These causes are a-nong others  chiefly the
comparative scantiness of national territory and
the want of raw matevials

So instead of sending foodstuffs. at enormous
expense. to refugee groups, crowded into the
best place available why not facllitate the emi.
gration and immugration of familles. directing
them to countries where they will find more
readily the food they need”

AND INSTEAD OF RESTRICTING produc-
tion often for no just reasonn why not allow
the people to produce to the limit of 1ts normal
capacity and so gain its daily bread as the
reward of itg own labor, rather than receive
it asa gift® Finally instead of setting up bar-
riers to prevent one another’s access 1o raw
materials, why not make their use and ex-
change free of all unnecessary restrictions,
especially of those which created & harmful
situation of economic dispariry”

() The genuine Christian will for pesce
weans strength, not weakpess or weary resig-
nation. It ia completely one with the will for
peace of Eternal and  Alnighty God.

Every war of agrression against these goods
which the Divine plan for peace obliges men
unconditionaily to respect and guaraniee and
accordingly to protect and defend, Is a sin, a
crime, an outrage against the majesty of God,
the Creator and Ordainer of the world.

A péople threatened with &n unjust aggres-
ston, or slready its victim, may not remaim

Indifferent, If | would think and act
as befits Christiana,

All the more does the solidarity of the tamily
of nations forbld others to belave as mere
spectators, in an attitade of mpathetic neutral-
ity.

3who will ever measurs the harm already

)

Message to World

eaused in the past by such indifference to war
of sggression, which is quite alien to the Chris-
tian instinet? How much more keenly has it
brought home to the “great” and speciaily to
the “small,” the sense of their insecurity® Has
it brought any advantage in recormpense?

On the contrary; it has only remssured and
encouraged the authors and fomentors of ag-
gression, while it obliges the several peoples,
left to themselves, to Increase their armaments
indefinitely,

Resting for support on God and on the order
He established. the Christtan will for peace is
thus as strong as steel. Its temper is quite
different frorm mere humanitarian sentiment,
too often littie more than a matter of pure
impression, which detests war only because
of its horrors and atrocitles, its destruction and
ita aftermath, but not for the added reason of
its fnjustice.

Such a sentiment, under a l(edonxsllc'and util-
itarfan disguise. and materialistic in 1t: source,
lacks the solid foundation of a strict and un-
qualifled obligation.

It creates conditions which encourage the
deception resuiting trom sterie coempromise.
the attempt to save onesell at (he expense of
others, and the success in every case of the
aggressor.

THIS I8 80 TRLUE that neither the sole con-
sideration of the sorrows and evils resulting
from war. nor the careful weighing of the act
Against the advantage. avall to determine final-
ly, wrxther it is morally licil. or even 1In certain
concrete circumstances obligatory t provided
Alwayg there be solild probability of success)
lo repel an aggressor by force of arms.

One thing however. is cettain the command
ment of peace it a matter of Divine law. Iis
purpose s the prutection of the goods ol hu-
mantly lnasmuch as they aie gifts of the
Creator.

Among these goods some- are of such Impor-
lance for sociely, that it Is perfectly lawful
lo defend them against unjust aggression.
Their defense s even an obligalion f{or the
nations as & whole who have a duty not te
abandon a nation that {s sitacked ’

The certainty that this duty Wil not go un-
fulfilled will serve to discourage the aggressor
and thus war will be avoided or. If the worst

should come |is sufferings will at least be
lessened

IN THIS WAY, a better nieaning is gaen to
the dictum, “s: vis pacem pare bejum * as alse
to the phrase “"peace at all costs™ W hat realiy

malters s the sincere and Chrisian wlll {or
peace.

We are compelled to 1t surely by the following
considerations: The spectacle of the ruins of the
last war, the silent reproach which rises from
the great cemeterirs w here the lombs of the
victtms of war are marshalled in endless ranks.
the still unsatisfied longing of prisoners and
refugees to return home. the angulsh and dere-
lictlon of many political captis es, worry of un-
Just persecution

But we ought to find a st giedler incentive
In the potent woid of the Divine commandment
of peace - the genthv penetrating glance af the
Divine Chiid in the manger

Listen lo the admirable words of the Apostie
of the Genfiles ninging out in the might like
the bells of Christmas - he too was once a
slave to pelly prejudices ol national and raclal
pride laid low with him on the road to Damas-
cus “‘He (Christ Jesus!) is cur peace. He has
made the two nations one.. hkilhng all en
mitles {h His own person .. . coming. He an
nounced the good nidings of peace lo vou who
were afar off. and of peace to those “ ho were

near " (EP 22 141617
Hence at the present hoar «ithaid the poser
al Qur command We conpie vog heloved sons

and daughteis of the enure
A peace (hat 1s (n avo:dance
ol the Redeemer

Aot Wtk for

with tnhe Heart

TOGETHER WIiTH ALL PRIGHT menuho
even though not fighting in jour 1anks, aie
united with you In the communitty of this ideal.
work strenuocusly for the propagalinn and tri-
umph of the Chnistian sl for peac-e

It 13 however with special confidence that
We turn ta Catheac yvouth  The voforgetiahle
dermonstrations ol iavt  Nepterner bhrought ‘o

Rome. 1n an unprecedented 2 otiude  the ep-
resentatives of Catbaige vouth o toe most
diverse nations The: save .o musinab.e proofl
of their solidarity in the wii fo; peace
From the steps of Ou: patriaihal Vatiean
Basilica. on that occasion we hieesed 10 pag
the house of peace calculated to give ta the
youth of the Catholic worid gathered in front

of the cupola of St Peters a realization that
they belong to one great {mailv w hich em-
braces all s sons with equal love

TO YOU, YOUNG PEOPLE, who bear in the
flower of your age the responsibility of a ton -
row still 80 unceitain  We sav Be not cone

tent with building the damis pads ony the VA
Aurelia. That 15 oniv by devoltan and dete

mination in masin: of the wot o e 7oA dor g
pacis. over which the spint and the promises

of Bethiehem may reign serenely can affucted
humanity find peace at long last

With this hope We invoke the protection
of the Most High on all peoples and nalions,
espechally on these who more than others are
exposed to the threat of war. to unrest and to
devastation.

And on this Cgristmas Eve. why ¢hould Our
thought not turn hack once again to the land
of Palestine. where the Son of God made Man
spent His earthly hfe to that Palesine where.
ever afier the suspenston of hostilities. there
18 811l no sign of a secute basis {01 peace”

May a happy soiution be finally found which
will mean help for so many thousand unhappy
refugees and satisfy at the same lime the anx-
ions desires of all Christendom to see the Holy
Places protected by making them freely ac-
cessible and safe. by means of the establish-
ment of an international regime.

We implore likewine the Divine assistance on
all who are pleased to dedicate theraselves to
safeguard and promote peace by thelr prayers
and active cooperation: on the rulers of natlons,
on those who can exercise a real influence on
pudblic opinibn, and in general on those from
whom people are more disposed to welcome
sincere invitations to peace: on the innumer-
able ranks of war victinis and on the many
others whose unhappy lot becomes each day
more painful ms the imtolersble wafting con-
tinues for a peace that is conclusive. mornlly
Sust ang lasting, and trrunune from =il super-
stitions and prejudices of rsce and biood.

Meanwhile, counting on Divine (irace to
realize these ardent desires \We loving iy impart
10 vour all. beloved sons and daughters. who are
untted with Us in the hands of faith and love,
Our paternal Apostolic Benediction.
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