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(N.CW.C. NEWS SERVICE)

Vatiean City, Oct. #~The tlluwlig I the
full text o fthe address by Hix Flolimss Pope
Plus 1o delegates of the comgrew of the
International Assoclstion for the jam of
the Youny Girl. The Holy Father's islk was
given Sept. 28 when ho received the delegates tn

_sudience st Castigandolfo prior to thelr seslons:

IF IT PLEASES Us, In welcoming you'here,.

. beloved daughters, to praise once sgain the use-

fudness, heauty, and preclous [fruits of your
work, ’s well as fts unceasing progress, We
experienco a particular joy in witnessing the
courage of those who are gathered here In
countless niambers to worship.,

You need courage, and a great deal of ft,
to face the problems which confront you with
&1 thefr dificulties, in all'their nunaber, variety,
and gravity; you need It In order to provide,
in =0 tar ws i3 humanly possible, lor the means
of preservation, ol recovery, and rehabllitation;
you need it to triumph over hostllity, over skep.
telsm, lnertia, and indifference and to trans-
form them, {I possible, into interest, zeal, and
convinced and efficacious cooperation.

Everywhere there is danger, cvil (s widely
and deeply spread; this the more so since, too
often, people hardly believe in them except
after & sad, humiliating, and, in appearance,
humanly irreparable collapse. Ignorance, weak-
ness, jnexperience, Imprudence, excessive sensi-
bilfty, and disordered Imagination do double

harm; they make this collapse more fearful and
less feared,

Under the pretext that in the pmst & young
I8, brought up as In a hot-house, surrounded
y anxloud stteutions, fealousiy gumrded in her

innocence, risked being the victim of surprise
at her firsl contact with the world and with
fregdom, thy young girl of today often acquires
the llusion that a completely contrary eduea.
tion and conduct wili make her strong, Rhard.
‘wned, imonine, and alert In defense or In
repartee,

She takes for personality and vigor what is
only, baalcally, car.casness, Impruuez:cogor even
shamelessnoss; she does not wish to convince
herself that constant tamiliarity with the other
sex, complelo parity of occupation and conduct,
sithough constratned for a time withain the lim-
ita of strict mopality, will sconer or later ex-
pose her tn the danger of overstepping those
limlts,

In spite of er untoncgried manner and even,
oveaslonally, of her masculine mezmtalily, the
“modern’ young girl kecps, In spite of every-
thing, the innate and Indeiible character of her
"X, im' iniagination, her sensihility, and her
tendency, iIf not fo a puerile vanmity, ofien
enough, at any rate, {0 san even mors danger
ous coquetry.

She lets herself be caught In & trap even
when she does not throw herself Inxto it head
firat. She haa the flluglon of experience and
thinks hersolt on this account superior to young
girls of past generations,

Although appearing more Inforieed, she In
often, (n reaiity, lean solldly {nstructed; her ex.
perience s superficlal. sufclent to tarnith hee
dellcacy and freshneas but insufficlemt to keep
her on guard axainat tho cinning sad hypocrisy
of seducers; also her experience s, above afl,
nogative and she has discovered nelther the
grandeur, nor the beauty, nor the wwholesome
and strong joya of the role which clalms hér
In the family and In soclety.

The illusion of soundness and atrength, the
Mlusion of experionce and prudence. both are
food for a preaumption to which she Ia by na-
ture, however closely guarded, only 200 prone.
8has belloves she can with Impunity resd every-
thing, see overything, try everything, taste
overything,

Bhe will not Iisten to nor accept mdvive; at
the slighteat suspiclon of "protection” she re-
bels,  Protection means in hor opinion humilia-
tlon and worvitude; she has fo notton of the
need she has for it to safoguard her feninine
dignity and her noble spirit, in order to free
herelf from all the seductions, {ricks, and flat-

kgles of which she Is the unknowing dupe and
L1} 1.8 -

To atum up, she la disarmed before the peril
Plous perhaps — at least (n her awn way she
beltaves herself to be because she attepds, rou-
tinely or guperdtitiousty, sometimes withow -
derstanding anything, a minimum of relirious
functlons at whiéh she cannot distinguish be.
tween the essential and the unessential becauss
she -approaches them mechanically or — God
torbid - unworthy of the sacraments; she has
o! religion and piety only the merest veneer
of pretended devotion, without substance, with-
out depth. without doctrine.

SKEPTICAL IN regard to the muthorized
teaching of the Church, she blindly belleves
what destroys dogma, morality, and discipline
for her; she belleves her improvised theolo-
gians, her companions of the office or factory'
And in many cases it is in these condilions
that she complacently taces e’

How quuckly she will fall' First some 1m
prudent act at which she will laugh with a
light heart: then a conceasion against which
she will no longer have any scruples; finally
downfall -~ will ane sa) the first, prepared as
she was by such beginnings?

Sometimes, alas. without its belng noticed.
without her taking heed or being alarmed, her
heart s corrupted by many surrenders, by
many secret sing. before a catastrophe rveveals
the decadence which, however. dates from the
distant past. It s like those maghificent fruits
al whose insldes a worm has gnawed but whose
corruption I8 known only at the moment one
opens them o taste thelr deliciousness.

Thus the scandal on the dayv it beeak oul.
tralling human dishonor alter it only reveals
a profound evil which is much older arxd shows.
behind the brilliant but false facade which
crumbles. the rottenness which up to then it

had masked. It would now take almest a mir
acle to save her.

MORE FREQUENTLY, thanks be to God, the
yourg pirl’s heart is not so corrupted. It is
a8 yet ondy weakened, soiled. dangerously i,
or perhaps, mortally wounded. but it does not
refoice in its sin and s abjection,

Skhe laments for H; she alternates  between
sin and redemption. between consent and re
pentence: sife-debates with herself — moze and
more apathetivally. i s trde — before com-
pletely abandoning herself te & decisive temp-
mtll;m. But l" slhe does succumb to It she oes
So because she Is ovetrome by discéurage
and despondency, both bad ezfmselurs. ment

If; then, she should be lacking in suppert, let,
her be given that loving and strong apholder,
that ‘protection” by lately refused as humil-
ating, else she conswmnmates in her contusion
her spicitual rutn. o betomés frightesied and
in her fright hides her oime whh a pew
crime in order &t least to save appearances,
of, firally; xbandoning all caution, fnally re-

I

¥

l(,z 8 '?' a
"o EDI LIS LN
S;L .;‘mm-:...n

HI8 HOLINES

2 %} ¥ . ¢ S
2% .

S POPE

Father Wa'rnl' Modern Girl of Dangers to
Virtue; Points to Mary Imma

del

et

i

PIUY X1

“The ‘modern’ young girl ... has the iliusion of expenence and thinks herself on this sccount
superior to young girls of past generations.”

nounces a recemption that seems impossible to
her and delivers herself to the servitude and
slavery of an infamous exploitation. Not a
few “profemionals o! vice” have begun in just
thia way.

Poor child! How much she necded protec-
tion in order to preserve hersell when there
was stlill time; how much she needs it now lo
support herself, to redeem herself, to reestab-
lish herself In a new life!

And there is the task, the holy but heavy
and difficult taak that you have been willing
to assume In your Christian and supernatural
charity.

The knowledge you have o! the extent and
depth of this plague, of the varicty, perfidy
and strength of its temptations has made you
understand that the individual care of each
of these young girls -~ certainly very necessary

— will not suffice.

It is not a question, today, of one lost sheep
out of a hunared with the ninety-nine others
remalning [&ithifRI AR liviKg tn the shelter
qf the sheepfold!?

It Is & question of the flock Itsel! whose
shepherd too often se¢ea his actions uprooted by
the malice of the devil and of men, his theep
dlspersed, wandering at the mercy of anyone
who comes nlong.

AN YEB! The shepherd.is paralyzed. Haye

We not made for you a balance sheet and a

picture of all the campaigns undertaken and
conducted with & satanic perservance whose
purpoese it is to prevent or to reduce a» far
as possible the influence and the part played
by the Christian religion in instruction and
education, to neutralize the Indispensable pre-
wventive and curative remedies for an adoles-
cence which, frequently growing up in a con
taminated atmosphere, offers to the contagion
only a supernatural temperament already
weakened or sadly disposed to submit to it?

The shepherd is bealen, mortally beaten in
the minds of a youth too disposed to welcome
calumnies, malevolent and false insinuations,
and satires which kill. more or less rapidly.
fhe confidence It had in the priest. In the
Church. and In Christ Himsell.

That is why you understood that it is nec
essary to act on a laige scale and to take large
scale measures against this permanent and
chronle ¢ ' ey £ r a1l =% ix oan e
world of projeets 1o establish and maintam in
this incessant labor. And you have nol re
colled; may jou be praised for that You will
never lack Our encouragement nov the help of
God. of which Qur Benediction is your proof

TO ACT ON a large scale. what does that
mean i{f not that the pumber. variety, and
breadth ot our works must correspond to all
the needs and legitimate aspirations of the
corporal, spiritual. and supernatural orders.
that the urgency of immediate, concrete action
must not make us forget the essential need
foi more ~ene'al and profourd action anv more
than the use of a specific medicine. whatever
the urgency, must make us neglect the more
important task of caring for the whole hod:

Whoever thinks seriously of these matlers
would be frightened by the gigantic progra:m
which they impose. were he not convinced of
the unlimited power of the true love of Chtis
tian charity alded by the soverelgn grace of
God. and were his conviction not confirmed by
the proof of what you have already done

To achieve greater sccurity for young girls,
irreproachable ins titutlons, homes, hotels,
boarding houses, and restruranis, employment
and orientation services, and qualified persons
to look after them in rallroad stations, ports,
and alrports are all excellent things and of
major urgency, - :

Moreover, it'is necessary that these institu-
Hions do not remind one oo much. because of
uchness, ausierily  chahby need and poverty.
of those wartime shelters and places of refuges
which people were willing to enter only be-
cause of ddnger and their fear of bombs.

It is necessary., on the contrary. that the
young girt find there. without luxuriousness.
the comfart, charm, expansive Intimacy, and
the joyful pleasure of true family life which
can compete with so many dangerous and sin-
hul attractions; it is necessary that she find
there. even it she does not seek it spontane-
ously. focd for her Intellectual, artistic. <ocial.
and soiritual development. that she have at
her disposal lihrariex. léctures. and not only
maral and religious, but alad practical domestic
instruction which will aid her in preparing her

self for an honest. holy, and happy life in the
future,

That Is not all. In our age there can be
question of limiting curselves to local, regional,
or even national action; it Is necessary that al
your ndividusl centers, as perfectly organized
and equipped as one nssurnes them, become &
link in an lmmense chaln which will be able
to encircle the entive universe. .

s it then necessary to do alt this on such a
grand scale, you will ba saked? Retter to mod-

\

erate your ambition and to content yourself
with a more modest achievement.

Very well, but then how many young giris
witl be consclentious encugh, prudent enough
to prefer our offers to the seductions 0% a
world of follles, pleasures, and heady satisfac-
tions for sensuality and vanity?

Yes, to estabilsh and especially to maintatn.
advance and make¢ progress In an enlerprise
of such breadth. much real. much intelligence
and skill and much love are required. But
they wiil not suffice  According to the present
order of Providence you need lo assure your-
selves of sufficient devoted help to permit you
to realtze and develop your plan, and that ls.
as We sajd at the beginning, what demands
from you another sort ol courage.

The most formldable obstacle, perhaps, to
your action s not the declared hostility of the
enomies of God and of souls, nor that of liber
tines who aee their prey taken awa) from them,
nor that even more ignominious, of those trad-
ers who enrich themselves without shame in
what Is called with a horrible but rigorous exact-
nees, “the white slave traffe.”

This hostility, in spite of ltx infamy, s, all
things consldered, stlll understandable enough.
But what s stranger, sceing the value of the
stakes, Js that §2 I8 necessary for you to con-
quer thi indifterence and apathy, the very irony
ot o who consider thesnselves proper
Chiist convinced aud practicing Cathollcs.

To open thelr eyes, to make them counsclous
of the gravity of the evil and of thelr owmn
responsibility, to awaken their interest. to gain
their aympathy, to obtain their help In any
for at - hoopet the - 0 T s agriant nor the
least arduocus psrt of your task.

We are obviously not able here tu make a
count of all the errors, pretenses. and sophismsa
ol these negative Catholies. [t will be suffi.
clent lot Us then. to slate in one word the
basic cause of thelr abberance 1t cumes, above
all. from their profound ignotance and their
gruss confusion in matters of doctitne and
morality even in the purely natural order. and
therefore more so in that of Faith

Also. on the day when Christlan men and
womean will sec in their religion something
other than a code of arbitrary laws subject to
change with the times. with opinionn, with ca-
price or with the styles, when they will see
something other than a fermal ritual empty
of meaning and substance. on the day they are
penetrated by heliel in the existence and the
majesty of God and \n His justice. on the day
they recognize other than in idle words the
t IS S T Y TR Y nan be ne withotit
distinction 1n sex and condition. sttll more his
destination through his admission fo a super.
natural lfe. tno a Hfe truly divine. on the day
when they will taste the flavor of those great
e ~ons of 1re tnostle Do vou nat know
that your bodies are members of Christ? |
Do you not know that your members are the
temple of the Holy Spirit. who is in you. w hom
you have received from God. and that you are
not sour own?  For you have been bought at
a greal price  Glonfy God and bear Him in
yvour body” o Cor 6 13 1920 on that day.
let Us sav the Chnstian man and woman.
stripping T all egoism  all pharisaism, will be-
lieve that the dignity of the young girl who
passes. careless thoughtless. 1s not less than
their own. byt that her heart is so [ragile that
a mere nothing could break it lorever. her
soul so delfcate that a trifle could forever tarn-
ish its purity.

Finally, on the day wheh every sincere Chris-
tian man and w wiil ¢ ider the social
role of the man and woman, which is to per
petuate hunmn society, to keep and enlarge
here below the Mystical Body of Christ, to
form, member by member, the eternal city of
the elect; then, taking their responsibility seri-
ously, they will not be content to respect the
voung girl in danger, they will wish at all cosis
to save her; they will understand the sanctity
of your efforts and will give you their mup-
port, »

SUCH IS OUR wish, belovea daughters, as it
ie yvours. To whom <hall we have recouqatse go
that it rmay be realized: to whom shall we
lif1 our eyes i{ not towards her. whose pure
countenance gazes down on this poor world.
enveloping it bathing it in an atmosphereoot
purits. but of arden® and merciful purity?

It 'znms, this vsreinal and maternal pounte-
nance. on all those poor children, varying the
expréssion of its tenderness according to the}r
situations and needs: smiling on some. dis-
turbed over others, wet with tears or full of
reproach, but more pleading than severe. With-
what kindness it watches over you and your
providential work, yoltxjr work of preservation,

d redemption.
saﬁztio‘:ln’gh“félary Imn!:acnlate will descend upon
vou in abundance the blessings of rhc:- Father.
the Son, and the Holy Ghest in testimony of
which We give to vou. te all whom you pro-
tect, and to all who collaborate with you QOur
Apostolic bensediction,

4/&. Q’dloi 3@&;4: -

A ‘Strunge’ Essay

In The Atlantic Monthly for Septembher is
the strangest essay in ethics that I have ever
seen. It amounts to an altack upon truth amd
a defense of falsehood. 1 say
“The Atlantit- Monthly.” Not
the Daijly Worker. Not any
eommunistic publicalion. Not
Maechlavelli’s ““The Prinee” or
any (reatise on the usefulness
of the lie. The ethical curi-
osity 18 in ¢« ma azins that once
was ultra-conservative but of
late has dabbled in what less
pretentious but more conscien-
tious journals of opinion would
decline to publish.

Er
The article is entiled “Man Against Dark-

Gitlls

ne:s ' The rutho 1+ W Staer i ~trod red
as a B.A. and LitL.D. from Trinity College, Dub-
lin, now professor of philosophy at Princelon.
The passage in the article that made me re-
move my eye-glasses. polish them and looke
again, ran thus:

“It is npot seif-eviden! o me that truth is
the supreme value lo which all else must be
=acrificed. Might not the discoverer of a truth
which would be fatsl to mankind be justified
in suppressing i1, even in teaching men a false-
hood? s truth more valuable than goodness
and peauty and happlness? To think so is to
invent yet another absolute. another religlous
delusjon {n which Truth with a capital T is
substituted for God. The reason why we must
now boldly and honestly face the truth that
the universe is non-spiritual and indifferent to
goodness, beauty. happiness, or truth is not
that it would be wicked to suppress it, but
aimply that it is too late to do so, so that
in the end we cannot do anything else but

face . Ye! we stand on lhe brink, dreading
the icy plunge. We need courage. We neegl
honesty "

a.

IF THERE WERE a prize offered either for
the most logically muddled or the most ethi-
cally perverse statement of the year. I should
clip that passage and send 1t 1in, with con-
fidence that 1 should win. :

I have not space to analyse all those sen-
tences with the purpose of showing that they
sin against both logic and ethics Even {1 |
had space I would st decline the analyzing
as supererogatory Readers of this column can
be relied upon to appraise the intellectual and
moral worth of the Professor's oplnion.

But | suppoge I may make a few pertinent
observations. What possible truth (mark the
word) can there be which would be fatal to
mankind? What does In. Stace mean by a
“truth fatal to mankind”? | cvan understand
that a dewice or an Invention could be dan
gerous in the hands of an unprincipled rulep
or a conscienceless corporation. and that In
consequenee i{ts discoverer would do well to
keep his discovery to himsell. It is said that
in the days o! Louls XIV an experimentor
happened upon a method of killilng great
masses of men. but that wilh the consent uf
the King he destroyed the [loimula In those
days they would have thought the atom bomb
inhumane In our days a "democratic” and
presumably humane nation worked for years
and expended bllllons to discos er the hellish
thing and having discovered it had no scruple
about using it.

BUT | WOULD NOT call the atom bomb or
fts formula a truth. When we speak of dis
covering a truth we have in mind not a me
chanical thing but a philosophical or ethical or
theological principle [f such a principle be
indeed a truth and not an error. how could
the revelation of i1t be fatal to mankind?

To conceal a truth a genuine fruth — Ia
to be an obscurantist To go further and say
that the truth should he supp:ressed even by
the use o! falsehood 1« such an obviously im
moral doctrine that it needs no refutation  But
it is surprising to fnd In an anclent and hon
orable literary vehicle such as the Atlantic, an
article by a much decorated scholar belittling
truth and advocating the lie

S5 much for the ethics Now a word on
the logic. The professor asks, “Is tiuth more
valuable than goodness and beauty and hap
piness®” The answer has been given by poets
and the philosophers bark at least to Plato and
therefore 10 Secrates  The True and the Beau
tiful and the Good are One and are there
fore of equal value (ne of the three (annot
be without the others (Ope 1s unthinhkable
without the others  The pae! pufs it “Beauty
is Truth and Truth is Beaun ~

. . -

BEAUTY AND TRUTH air one with each
other and they are one with GGeod To ask
if Truth is of more value tnin Good. demon-
strates not only an ignorance of metaphysics.
esthetics and ethics n 1ot leel T° 1< as thau~h
one were to ask whether the light of the sun
is of more value than its heat or its power,

The real trouble with the professor is that
he 1s an atheist and that being an atheist he
is a pessimist He says tnaf perwons «ho are
religious “refuse 'o face the ‘ruth that there
is. in the unitverse outside mar no sprituality,
no regaird for values no fr.end 1n the skyv. no
help or comfort for man of any sort To be
perfectly honest in the admission of this fact
not to seek shelter in new or old ulusions. not
to indulge in wishful dreams about this mat
ter. this is the first thing we shall have to do.”

1f Dr. Stage bdelieves in that dismal doe-
trine; if he thinks it a ‘truth.” he should have
followed his own advice and kept the “fatal”
truth to himself, even i he had to tell a lie
to do it. But it isn’t tru It nnly a sup
position of Dr. Stace's 5\ is his theory that
religion consists ol “oples and dreams.” and
that those who are religious aie ““unconscious-
ly dishonest.”” His apodictic utterahces are
the ne plus altra of intolerance

All in all the Atlantic article is indeed a
curious specimen.

Do You Remember?

23 Years Ago—0ct. 12, 1923
Bishop Thormas F Hickey congratulated mem-
bers of St George's Commandery, Knights of
St John on their organhation’s golden jubilee
at a banquet in St Michael's Halb
* - -

10 Years \go—0ct. 13, 193
Sodalists of Rochester dinvese were urged to
modet their lives after St. John Fisher, the
“Martyr Bishop of Rochester” by Bishop Duane
G. Hunt of Sailt Lake City. UTtah at the sodal-
ity rally in Columbus Civic Cenie;
* L 3 L]

5 Years Ago—Oct. 14, 1943
The U. S. Navy's concern for the character
of youth in its care was extoiled by the Rev.
Robert I Ganneon. &.J, Fordham University
president at the dedication of Chidwick Cath-
olit Chapel, U. & Naval Training Station.
Sampson, by His Excellency, Bishop Kearney.
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