TS AR S et b

obelr o et ) .‘:j;:::‘, PO

-,
i

R T e L I SIS NN

WL 0 it e s b P

COURIER JOURNAL, THURSDAY, JULY 15, 1948

S wte e e ke e v e v e s

" Rochester, N. Y.

In discyssions amon
Jews hecome sincerely
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upon them.
fhg_ public testimiony, -

slightest doubt thelr fayal ad-

THY CONVERSION Indt

Him, cost what it may.

the step,

Rose QGoldstein of Newark,
N. J, was eight years of sge
when she was attracted by the
gold cross worn by two Csth
olio children in her neighbor
hoad, Rose wondered why she
could not wear one, not know:
ing at the time the difterence
batween the Jewish and Cath
ollc Faiths.

One night, unaware that any-
one was watching her, she
knelt by the side of her bed,
made the sign of the cross, and
salc gsome prayers which her
Catholle triends had taught her.
Agaln making the sign of the
cross, sho Jumiped into bed.
The tollowing day her tather
told her never to make the sign
of the cross again.

Soveral years later some
Catholls triends Invited Rose to
sttend the October devotions.
Before the month was over
Rose stated sho wunted to be-
come & Catholle. She took in.
structions, and was bapiised on
December 18, 1920,

Five years later she entered
the cloistered Dominicans, and
was profeased on May 10, 1927,
She s known as Sister Agnes,
o.r.

* Dr. Herbert Schm;g, Profes:
sor of Philosophy at Xavier Col-
lege, Cincinnatl, Ohio, was re
ceived into the Church on March
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the less well-informed,
ntevested in Catholiciasm.
Catholics do so for ulterior motives.

But the baptisrmal registers in
the churches of &l large cmes
contain the names of many JIIW&( &
| who- have embraced the Cathelie | |
Falth. SBome are proud and happy.! 3
to publish to the world the siory }
of the gracos God has bestowed

Others mast refrain from giv-
because
thelreunversion might ¢ause if)
feeling dmong reintives and ac-
quaintances; but there 18 not the

herence to the Catholle religlon.

vidual Jews has not besn restiict-
ed to any perlod of history or anyJ!
section of the world, Souls in &l |
walks of life, having caught a
gimpae of the Divine Majesty of

Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, have determined to follaw

We can understand bast why
Jows come Into the Church by
luoking at & few who have taken

ROSE MARIE LEVY

it is freguently” stated that few
It is charged that thnse who become

Do Jews Become Catholics?

if any

ﬁ

JUE

ing the University of Michigan
medical scheol he had the habit
of asking “Why?"

One day his profegsor bucst
forth: '*“There are no why's In
science, only how's' You should
be studying philosophy, not scl-
ence.” So Herbert left the Unfver
sity, and came to New York to
be a writer.

While writing hbook reviews lor
the New York SBun he lived In

The Author

Rose Marie Levy, author
of severnl hooks, spenks
with authority on Jews
who become Catholics. A
Jewish convert herself, she
has made it her special
study to follow the progress
of God’s (hosen People into
God's one true Church. Her
interesting grticle is pre-
sented here with permission
of the editors of INFOR.-
MATION, monthly publica-
tion of the Paulist Fathers.

areenwlc;: U["ﬂg(‘ a among

ney Hook.

Hook sald, in disgust-
mystic.” But Hook's disdain did,
not swerve lhe young Jew lrom
his religious search.

The next term Herbent rcgls-
tered in the Department of Phil
osophy of the Graduate School
of Columbia University, and stud-
led under the famous Professor
McKeon. It was through the
writings of Aristotle and St
Thomas, and the Christlike ex
ample of one of his (ellow stu
donts that Herbert recelved the
gift of Falth. and was baptized

on March 10, 1937

MANY OF THE converts from
Judaism have been  ordalned
priests. Some of those now serv
Ing in the Master's vineyard are
Rev. M. Raphael Simon, O.C SO
"formerly Dr. Kenneth Simon..
paychlatrist of New York Clty.
" One wasg ordained a priest in the

. Cistercian Order last year and Is
!stntlonod at Valiey Fualls,. R T/

10, 1937, §n Chicago. While attend.

, Four

During an argument with him.,

Mirliam
Fox, who desired to become a
j Catholie. Soon after. she began
{taking Instruetions, and was bap-
‘uzed on December 1l4th. Later
she wrote me as foilows

“When the realtzation came o
me that the religion taught to
me as a child left me with an
1 lnner emptiness, I began my sec-
ret study of 'What do Christlans
belleve? Alwer my two years of
groping, the Roman Catholic
Fajth has given me what 1 had
been searching for.

"My conversion has separated
| me from my dear Jewish parents,

iiwz young Jewish girl,

ihut I have faith that in Hls own
iguod time. God will help them
jto  understand the step ['ve
taken.”

One of the most Interesting
conversions in recent years s
that ¢! Do lsracle Anton Zown,

the chiel rabbl of Rome, Raly,
who was received into the Church
in 1845, together with his wife
and daughter.

thousand
embraced Catholicism in
1040, nearly one out of every
ten Jews in Italy at the time.
Moro than thirty thousand Jews

Itallan  Jews
1939

the radicals he met lh('l‘!' was Sid- ‘ tin Hungary entered the Church

from 1919-1938.
By no means have all con-

“You're A verts entered the priesthood or

religious life. Tho great majorl
ty of them live In the world
as edifying Catholica. To men
tlon but a few: Miss Miriam K.
Lipman, New York City, author
of a work on political sctence:
Raizsa Msritain, and her par
ents and aister; Joe Rosenthal,
Assoclated Preas Photographer,
California; Dr. Robert (. Pol
lock, Associate Professor of
Philosophy, Fordham Univers)-
ty, New York City; Albert

Leon, bilnd profeasor In French !

University circles, and author .

of distinguished works on phi). '

osophy, morals and languages.
iiis mother is also a convert to
the Catholle Church. Leon Paul,
Brockiyn, N. Y., Managing Edi
tor of Ephphota Magatne for
the deaf; Charles RiW, Neow
York City; and David Goldstein,
L.I.D., Boston, Mass. noted
Campaiginer for Christ and

| Christ.

. To Have Newspaper

olic sachools to obtain doctrinal
information (o supplement the
"cathechetical work of the pas

slbﬂity. Fhen Sister floored the
tsvo of them when she sald:
“Here | sm.”

in every conversfon sacrifices

nave to be made. In some in-|

stances the converts are obiiged

to leave home and to suffer the |

loss of relatives and friends. This
ls particularty true tn the case
of Jews, whose family lies are
usually close.

Therefore, many of them face
an added hardship or lonellness
in -their early yedrs in the

Chureh. Others are obliged to;
seek a new means of lrvelihoodl
on account of the opposition of!

their Jewish employers. |

In those cases where a convert-
ed Jew i3 not accepted by Cath-
olics, §t is doubly hard. The per-|
serverance of such a grea! num-
ber of converts from Judaism
in our own day proves their sin-;
cerity, which certainlv deserves|
Christlike charity on the part of
their fetlow Catholics

St. Pau) sald that in Chrnist
there is neither Jew nor Gentile;
all should be accepted alike into
the fullness of the family of

(rand B;nids Diocese

Grand Rapids -~ NC - Bishop!
Francis J. Haas of Grand Rapids. -
has announced plans for the pub-

lication of a diocesan weekly
nowspaper The first issue is ex-
pected to be printed early in Sep-
tember,

In making the announcement
Bishop Haas said “The diocesan
newspaper will make 1t possible
for our people to obtaln comple(e‘
reports of [nternational, national.
and especially diocesan news It
will also enable our many fami
lies in rural areas without Cath-'

tors., The paper w1l seive to
strengthen Catholic hife 1in all of
our parishes by assisting the ef
forts of the priests In having a
well-informed lairy ™

The announcemen! 1evented
that the paper will be piinted in
Detroit in cooperation with The
Michigan Catholie. Approximate
ly 17,000 familles in 29 countles :
of western Michigan will be
served by the new publication
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The story of his conversiun, The Muthor of many booka

Glory of Thy People, was pub-i rew Catholics. unfortunately,
lished recently by the Macmillan|show a real interest in the Jewish
Company. convert movement. Mam Jm\q.

Rev. John M Oesterveicher.lare groping about in search ol
lormerly a  medical student at|the Truth. When they find it their
. the University of Vienna, and|tajents and energies. now exerted
"Rev Arthur B )hh«‘ 2 Redemp  in grher fields. will be turned to
torist Father.“are other well jealous following of the Messfah

i

‘Europe have

"known Jewish converts

A number of rrfugees from

become (Cathoics

since thev reachsd Amertca
Two of them have been pro

fessed in the Dominkan nrder in
Ohio, Sister  Mary [.iaa Jessel
(O.P . and Sister M Syivester Lus

g, OP I
Another member af this same
Order. Sister M Stella OP «Ce

Cellla Hermann of New Yok Cityy
L is aiso a convert {1om Judaism

and for over twenty five
has been supertor
their houses.
Among the great number of
women converts {rom Judamm
who embraced the %eligious life
are also Sister M. Agquin and!
Sister M. Philip, Sisters of Mercy |
In Milwaukee, Wis.. who were|
sisters in the world. '

SISTER BENEDICT. {ormerly
Dr. Edith Stein, was a well known
woman philosopher who entered
the Carmebite Orde: in Linden-
thal. near Cologne. Germany in-
October, 1333,

She was sent by her Prioress
to the Carmelite convent in Echt.
Holland. to prevent her capturel
by the Nazix. who considored con-
verts from Judaism to Catholic- |
ism to be Jews The Narzi pnlk‘(’|
later capturedl her and put her
to. death, ’

& number of Jewws -vho have
visited the stipmatist, Theresa !
Noumaunn, in Kopnevsreuth. Ger.
many. have received the gift of
Faith.

One of these was Bruno Rnths
child, of the f{amous Rothschild
samily, for wiom Theresa acted
a3 godmother. After his baptism
he studied for the priesthood.
Six months after his ordination

vears
of several of

|ha died. and was buried at Kon.

nersreuth,
Last fall, while giving a k‘ctureé
in g’ennecuwt, I met an attrac-*

A MORE CHRISTLIKE att}
lude on the oart of Catholics

toward their Jewish neighbors is

imperative to help such persons
Ong example 1s sufficient to prove
this

The Superior of a coment up
the Hudson told me that two
Catholic men called at her aca.'
emy to solicit an advertisement
for a veteranz’ publication. Some.
how thev got on the subject of
the Jewms and one of the men
rematked 1 wouldn't trust a
Jew an_\ turther than I can see
him.™

Sister mentioned the fact that
priests and sisters go to China to°
try to convert the Chinese. ““Why!
tshould we not trv to convert the
‘Jews?” gshe asked. The gem]o-'
man replied: “T would tru-:t a
; Chinaman sooner than a Jew.'

Then Sister asked him if he
knew anv converts from Judaism
He said he did not know any, and
added that he did not helieve that
A Jewish convert could really be
‘’neere

When she asked him on whal
grounds he bhased his attitude, .

admitted that he had no reas.

oned basis. and added: “That is.
the general opinion, and conse.,
quently true”

SISTER THEN ASKED him:
what he thought of & converted
JJew becoming a Religions. He
laughed at the idea, and said:
"That  couldn’t hapben since
there is no personal gain in be
coming a Religious.”

The Sisder stated that there
was a sister In her community
who was & convert from Juda. ‘
ism, and asked him if he would
like to meet her, !

He and the other Tentleman.
who had been just Hatening
eagerly, said they would like to
ieet such ma agparent impos-
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