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Gr. Higgins Sauu: TRANGE BUT TRU

Lask's ‘Approach Unscholarly LitHe-Known Facts for Catholics

Harold Laki, unwittingly tc be sure, has
himaelf written the best of all possible reviews By M. J. MURRAY

Réhester, N. Y.

Gr. Gilli Saya:

As Others See Us

Ever since' the American Republic was found-
€d, European visitors have made sporadic in-
cursions .upon us, remained a while, long or
“short, and have gone home to
lecture and write about us. Few
have praised us; many more-
have been hostile crities of our
people, our customs, our inst.
tutions. Scarcely any have done
a good job, either of praise or

of “Fhe American Democracy,” his latest book. S — ’
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been a certain blindness or a
defect in judgrment, perhaps in.
evitable In citizens of the old
world looking at those in the
new. It would make an in
study. But with that sty
cerned,
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'All May Be One

agiees. .
As coincidence would have
it, however, even The Natlon,
Fr. Rigyins  which s Lask!s principal out.
let in the United States and to whose editors
‘he 1s & veritable darling—permits its reviewer,
Perry Miller, to charge Mr. Laskl himself with
the very same offense: “If Lask! i3 right-that
is, i{ his premisses hold—and if such questions
are to be handled solely within his frame of
reference, predicion becomes easy, No doubt

§ OF IRELAND OVER THE
WORLD.

Fr. Gills
teresting psychological
dy I am not now con-

L
I bring up the subject because not long ago
a rather new form of appraisal of America by
Europeans appeared. This time it wag 15t a pro.
fessional writer or lecturer that came for a

a quick look-see and hurried home to cash In.on

; . his frame of reference gives a coherent account e ssu N 6 ;};le)ux;arx;a;jx)e:ho;uotg dvlrtt)ues ors (\;lcer;; i

: 1s of His  of things as they are or as they will be. But I “tresh In the sy comers (freshmindeq,

ﬁ}ﬁt ‘?pml%.&v:igl‘gn?%tswtﬂ% :;;; l:}gme ]linhed is Laskt asks us to enter into a particular pattern l ’99 ORBIDD I hot atieoh in the slang sense) orported on us
.. ] o i

of formulations and then permits operation only
within IL” .Other reviewers — notably Arthur
8chlesinger, Jr, who, again, might have been
expected to be well-disposed towards Laski's
general point of view—have alsc suggested that
Laskl fs & master at the ancient art of “begging
the question.”

‘83 {rim the number of those who belong to the numaer-

o g% nﬁtgl%:mcieﬁes.t t are cut off from His true Chuxch.

- Apinternational movement among non-Catholles ' lookingr to

5 ¢ degree of unity in faith and practice is set for next

e gspﬂ&iﬂ he city of Amsterdam. Catholics are mot permit-
od 46

not after but before departure from our shores.
They are boys and girls in their teens Uving
here temporarily as guyest students. They came
lrom Denmark, Australia, Finland, Norway,
Scotland and Sweden.

The New York Herald Tribune, March 4,
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art.in such mestings without thoe pexmission of
k?‘p?;'t snna‘;ur_ﬂ cvidegme of the adlicitude of the
reli for the thuth of Christ, of her reallzation of the
ity thiat belongs to her as the one and only Church of

fie' Catholie Church day by day extends to all ari in-
! vgat&()maountp Chulist, to join the body founded by

o-teach all men and sanctify them unto eternal life,
mw:?fm religlous controversy Lrings fow if any to

Inn history and doctrine, Sh

rl’ﬁ“ lgn for. tf‘{e faith that is in her, and in her apolo-

teachings and writings covers the matter In the proper
foe 0 -

!i@ Vll‘ ng of the Church to avold confererzces on re-

. and worahip, is & timely one, Many are the attacks

e iz ready always to -

subjects with non-Catholics, to take no paxt in their

Laski desperately wants to see the United
States turn towards soclalism—so desperately,
in fact, that he stacks the evidence repeatedly
to prove to his own satisfaction that Socialism
fs the only possible solution to the thousand
and one American problems which he discusses
80 selt-assuredly in ‘The “American Democracy.”

[ ] . L

book in many respects and will probably do
more good than harm to anyone who, In read-
ing it, will simply bear In mind that Laski is -
first, last and always a socialist and that he ig
forever grinding his own ax.

But If Laskl, at worst, is gullty of distortion
by oversimplificatioh In his general treatment
! American institutions, at best he stands con-
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IN WEST INDIES,

A
‘CRUCIFIX FiSH"”
because head and

z%m&n,wﬁ’n,
deapnese overleok hum
used 7 /azzz; b his
Oun, »muStC by gripos
@ SZ'CA éez‘weez hes "

oZher end on Me hesy-
poard of the prano,
THUS HEARING' THE
VIBRATIONS THROUGH
KIS TEETH .

published a verbatim account of their likes and
dislikes as given in a panel discussion, I find
the views of the youngsters a welcome reljef
after many years of endurance of what older
but not wiser folk from Europe have inflicted
upon us.
L] . »
ONE LAD FROM DENMARK

expressed
doubt as 1o whether Individualism s

not disap-
. THIB I8 NOT TO BAY that Laski’s book is CENT RAL . peariqg from America. “Ever, body here.” he
xﬁ}gsg.:;t tomgh;;t?%ﬂetggndiziitmtlmgm::ng: unimportant. On the conlrlr;. i's a brillant & SOUTH @e{%« and f&‘tl’lq l%e says., “lrles to follow the pattern set by movies

and commercial models. I'm tired of seeing rows
of perfect teeth uncovered in a great smile and
reproduced in millions of coples. Every time [
open a magazine or any other publication, ex-
cept the Bible, there are faces grinning at me
from each page "

The lad s right. He might have been even

- —

eNmm———— e e L

. more 1ight If he had hnown that the people who }
64.C/¢bane wt//ne Su 96-‘&‘ sinlte in the paper: y - -
Ay - . L pers do so heg th told
madeon the Ohmh{Odl}'bY Communists and othver pagans,  victed of misrepresentation in his treatment of the CRUCIFIXION x‘myl‘//fk small iyU/-es to They havgn'l even v(')ww::ul\:de :;d‘:’lneceoto |
b“ hu PP m Ohﬂlt who are implacable mwmjes 0 Hja * the Catholic Church in the United States. It h h ask th L hot N Ty £hon F
! DALV ! . £ comes as no surprise of course, to discover that Hvo weeping wornen ;ﬁl’lf[y boutr motographer. “What is there to smile i
vrch: Eviry Catholic should be able to givea xeaton for Laski doesn't like the Catholie Church and that e 4 about?" Even our presidents attempt a smille :
thi’,g&ﬂh that s in him. But the usual answer to all enemies he doesn't put much stock. if any. In revealed -S.Uy?estvd on f@‘/'b S - Sml and achieve a smirk at the command of the }
Of lmth 'thonld‘eoma from the officlal teachin body of reltglon as such. Laski Is proud of the fact that S/fle.f on Ae“ ﬁf"b a m[o. X ne\:spaper photographer In the midst of a war .
!, the'Church whenever it involves controversy especially on a he Is a thoroughgolng secularist and, so far as . relt ?édlhleo Zﬁfsthﬁ f&m?rﬁﬁf C'\{nmr'gg oose- ! . ;
MAls, . is known, has never attempted to conceal it. y a grin. ;
R w e " A boy from Australia gave his opinion that f
-Looally we have had lately a flood of anti-religious mt- But even the secularist—and especially Mr, )
Jfgg%'& teuths in the public pross. Low, indeed, has Laskl, with his reputation as a scholar—is ex. ; TOTALLY yZa. Senools In America “produce a person who 3
¢ o : etce and of ordinary knowledge ©f pected to tell the truth, the whole truth and " s a jack of all trades and master of none. "
& n ] ¥
slidwn by muny of thess letters, Ancient diatribes nothing but the truth. The fact of the matter f“"“’“p"“ the previously quoted young critic |
‘ ught back to life, lies that have been nailled s, however, that Laski aimply doean’t tell the By REV. JOSEPH P. KIEFER rorn Denmark corrected his Australlan ~con.
X -.bmug } e, lies h ) frere, “They aren't even jacks of all trades:
; \| d, alleged objeot! to truth about the Cathdlle Church in the United (Editor of the Steubenville Regtstor) :
aain axe andiessly repeated, alleged obj eotions States. This {8 not to say that he Is a deliberate iere Jsn't even a good genoral knowledge
FOXurch and itg, history in the world are roposed as Har. But the best that can poasibly be said for A statement by the Most Rev John 4. Swint, er educalion does not condone the method in Riven.” I have heard a hundred high school : |
Y wete something new demanding immediate attention him Is that he is woefully Ignorant about the  Bishop of Wheeling. W. Va. condemning beauty which these olherwise commendable purposes teachers say something like that, but with_a |
-GYery bellever, Church and that therefore he hasn‘t any bust.  Pageants as “totaily pagan and absolutelv |~ are achieved. difference As they put jt. a general knowledge ! ', :
Tivers 6'%“1“1 blush with shame at the new low sound- wess wriltng about {t, least of all so dogmatc.  ™Moral” touched off a heated An effort was made to “sugar coat” the con- is given but not taken B !
.a“ m‘ o~ ini in rnpotitlon of cxplodod ths con- ally controversy and caused several lest by stressing the fact that not only physical . - . - l
> ! tﬁft orly reformers and thelr love of veligious free- * N . people connected with the con- beauty but personal talent enters into the final THE BOY FROM SCOTLAND doesnt like ¢
"‘d e l-thﬂk‘ dwhtlon to the rights of man. Oncer motro are HIS OENTRAL CONCLUSION about the test 10 withdraw. decision of the judges the typical attitude of Americans towards the (
th?ﬁ Hiits ausailed with the old myth that thoy beliove and ~ Catholie Church in the United States I thts The %‘S"Wr" pronouncement pnyone who has ever had anyihing 10 do  trade unions. He says we think of them only *
‘ Pactide that * ., . the Roman Catholic Church as an  “as made a few days prior to

the principle that. the endjustifies the means,
, Al iy beone! It was and {s Christ’s purpose, His
. Church inviles all en to accept His teaching in all its
- oﬂmﬂ'puﬁﬁy. to share in the graces for the salvation of
. agl' which: He ims given to His own true fold.

- !alth and Reason

- Reawon alons can never give us so full a knowled{(e of
life and its meaning as to satisty tho enquiring mind. Faith
begins with reazon, adds to ita testimony God's own revela-

organized [nstitulion exercises a conscrvative,
even a deeply conservative, Influence In all mat.
ters, of social and economic importance.” Not
content with such a sweeping generalization he
adds, even more dogmatically, that “as an or
ganized institution the Roman Catholic Church
zhows less direct interest in the problems of the
time, save as they touch the Interests, and espe-
cially the economic interests. of the Chuich,
than any religious organization of comparabte
stze.” Suffice it to say that American Protestant

the third annual “Miss Wheel-
Ing” beauty pageant.a distriet
elimination contest which event.
ually builds up to the national
campetition in Atlantic City
The statement of Bishop
Swint bearing on the subject
sald* “I have taken a definite
stand against it (lhe beauty
contest) and have declared that
Hoany Catholte girl takes part

with a beauty contest knows that talent ts only
& secondary element In choosing the wrinner.
Physleal attractiveness recelves primary con-
sideration and often the girl who reveals the
most caiches the judges” eye Various parts of
the female body are measured to see if they
come up to the so called ideal of physical per.
tection Contestants are weighed and measured
and scrutinized like a chotce steer on the auction
block

as “‘breeding grounds foi radicals " Perhaps we
can give him 50 per cent an that opinlon. He
seems not to know that In certa.n unions rad-
lcalism or even communism s rampant and
that some of our labor leader< have been either
too complacent! or too conardly about {t The
young Scot has come to 100 broad a conclusion
about the attitude of the people at large to the
unions. We don't suspect the unions. Not all of
them.

One of the youngsters, a gitl from Finland,

n i THERE I8 NO QUESTION that 1he won said she thought It awftul tn «t here and critt ’
. ’ b " N 3 n it would have to resort testant whose undraped bodv arouses the ani cirze A country In which we h <0 Jovely

’ h from God, whother its iramodiate leaders in the field of social action would them ' untry in e have <o lovely a

SR 5&?&&2 ;,ﬁ}g;,tgﬁwimgm or di;rine revelation scives probably be the first to tell Mr. Lask! 1o extieme measures, even ex mal instinct in man the mnst has the ins<ide time * She likes our s hools

»  No man can GT) lis veason in a right manner and coma
t6 the conclusion that God does not exist. Paul could write
:ixavero critivism of the Romans whe saw the works of God
I about them and Yot did npt come to a knowledge of God's
existence and to some know edge of His nature. Peter could
exhort his converts to be ready to give n reason for the faith
at was in them. Not all the thousands of gans, learned
unlearned, that filled the cities of the Roman Empire
could raise up any objection to faith in God that these neo-
phytes could not clearly answer.

The £aith of the early Christians is the same faith that
wa profesa today. If they could speak out bravely for the
faith and. even giva titeir lives for it, we of toduy should be
cager to know our faith better and to bo abls to give our
answer to any one inquiring about it. We should be eager to
refex to our priest or to the public Instruction class in our
parish any honest inquirer about the Church of God,

that he is talking through his hat,

Typical of Laski's unscholarly approach to
the Church is his statement that “there are
certain passages In the encyclical Quadragesimo
Anno which appear to the outsider to bestow a
gemewhat cautious blessing upon the corporate
state In (s Fascist form. as with Its prohibtion
of strikes and lockouts and the provision for
compulsory arbitration.” An “outsider—meaning
Mr. Laski. I suppose—needad only te censult
any one of a score of authoritative sources to
learn that the Church favors a system which is
At least as far removed from fasclsm as it is
from communism, As for his remarks about the
right to strike and compulsory arbitration, char
ity Inclinea us to conclude that Laski is simply
ignorant rather than dishonest.

Al a time when we are being told on alt

communication Bp. Swint

The Btshop called the beauty contest “tatally
pagan and absolutely immoral, one of the man-
{festations of modern revived paganism }How
any girl could pasa through that ordeal and
maintatin any semblance of self respect or sense
of decency 13 beyond me -t the nakedness and
self exposure were ellminated. the. whole thing
wouid fall to pieces ™

. - .

WHEN BISHOP SWINT announced the ban
on three beauty contests in his diocese, two nt
the three Catholic girls who had entered the
competition withdrew One of these a conyert
of but a few weeks. did so quietly and without
comment

The second one made a statement to the
press, but what the newspapers did not reveal

track to victon

Bishop Swift's decision wit not plevent the
beauty pageant [rom faking place. The Times-
Leader of Martine Ferry  became  indiscreet

again wher f{t shouted these headlines on two

ticcessive evenings

“WHEELING BEAUTY PAGEANT TO (0
ON DESPITE BISHOP'S EDICT”

“BISHOP'S BAN AIDS [N SALE OF
BEAUTY ( ONTEST TICKETS”

Yes. the show wi'l gu an Bul it will have a
distasteful Aavot thic vea: Thousands will
withdraw their imterest from the annual beauty
parade Thoase who promote this exhibition and
those who take pairt in it will do so with the
know ledge tha! they are offending against de-
cency and the moral code :

onr way of con-
ducting classes our teachers and she says sim
ply. I like America

A little more of that sentunent from grown-
up people in a score of countries abroad would
be some little recompense for what we are
trying to do for them

At the Crossroads

By REV. . STUART HOGAN

Our forefathers considered these truths ta
be self-evident- -“that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable rights

The people of this nation row stand at one
of the crossroads of their national life. They

3 "

) was that the young woman made it known that . . . > must decide w hether bellef in God shall be con- \,
\ :\iﬁ:lsdlrzia: 111:i future N;Sl::dugng:;‘;‘:f lt:\: her faith meant toe much to her to rsk anv THERE I8 ONE sidelight to the controversy sidered a basic American principle &
Cathollc books and pamphlets, Catholic newspapers and pend upon a g onalty because of disobedi : which evokes a chuckle. In retalistion agalnst . . s
: tween  Socialists and  Christian Democrals p y | ! disobedience to the Bishop's If it is not. then the words of e Dedara- E
. olir own Courier in particular should help us have a better Laski's refusal to understand the Churche po. 8. the Bishop's pronouncement. the committee of tion of Independence abme quoted are moan. .
knowledge of the faith that is in us. It is never against rea- sitlon—whether he agrees with it or nolfls : The third athobic gitl made no corment the contest sent s cablegram to Pope Pius XIl Ingless. It it is not. then we. the people of the ¢

80n, it crowns the knowiedge God gives us th rough reason by nothing short of tragic The decision 1o remain in the contest was made asking him to render a decision on the matter.

that which he gives us through divine revelation.

Make Friends for Yourself

<. In the parable that Christ on this Sunday speaks to His
disciples, the steward who is about to be fired for wasling
the property of his master is not praised for his neglect
of duty, for his unfair treatment of his employer, for his
ishonesty. But ho is praised by his master for the prudent
‘preparation he 1s making for his future. He is using the
-property over which he has charge, to win friends for him-
Belf. He.has alwaya needed friends, he is abut to need
them more than ever and in increasing numbers: because
he will,scon be unemployed, without an income. Ashamed
fo beg, unable to do manual labor, he will hwve o find

Hikve all men to be wudent, to provide
droir-f oearth and in heaven. He would have
- use the mammon of iniquity, the money and wealth .
Sess, to secure friends for themselves, Charity is
T Lhen, in the meang they can call their own: doingr
o “fe jtg.difficult matter, for they have

& good surplus they can use for

4. He wins the as»mbatjon

Do You Remember!

23 Years Ago—July 13, 1923
Opening with Solemn Pontifical Mass el
brated by Rishop Thomas F. Hickey, the fiftieth
anniversary of tioly Cross Chuich, Chartotte
was obsefved with a threeday program
. L] .

Louis M. Zwierlein. father of the Res Dr.
Frederick J. Zwierlein of St Bernard's Semi-
hary. died at the age of T2 Vears,

10 Years Ago—luly 7. 1938
Bishops of the United States urged Cathohe

knights and Mt's. Teresa Ganster supreme pres-
fdent. Ladies Auxitary. botk of Rochester at

the international convention held in Philadel
phia. -

L] ] .

5 Years Ago—Jjuiy &, 1943
Marking Independence Day, 20000 U. 8§,
Navy Men assisted at Solemn Pontifical Mass
on Sampson Naval Training Station parade
frounds with His Excellency. Bishop Kearney
as celebvant and the Most Rev. William F,

tammended on his departure by His Excellency,
Bishoo Kearney, - !

by her father a nonCatholic. which explaine
his dgflance of the ban According to the Wheel
Ing Intelligencer, the father stated that it was
just the case of the Church having one \iew
and the paren's another =

THE FIRST REACTION of the contest von
mittee wax to defend their pration. endeasoring
1o justify the affair by polnting our tha: the
proceeds are domated to charlty and that the
state winner is entitled to a scholarship and a
trip to Atlantte City.

This i< a clear case of maRing the end justify
the means The fact that crippled children hepe
At oy the display of the female anatoo ot

It was plainly evident that the sponsors hoped
In have the Holy Father rebuke Bishop Swint
fn his action. As if the Pope would take any
ather stand on such & moral issue than that
laken oy the Bishop!'

At this writing. no reply liom Rome has
been forthcoming. If one does come, we hope
the local dailies glve it as much prominence as
they did the text of the committee’s wire. There
will be a lot of-red faces we are sure. Such
i1s the price of ignorance!

The young women who withdrew from the
contest have also received numerous phone calls
and letters, most of them complimenting them
on then decicion The secutlar press, of course

heff. S\ I, Seminary  profes.
for and scienust. is the sugar
In Lanchow's coffee. 1f it's tea
You take or Chinese candy., he
may be the sugar in that. too.

The 43-yearold Divine Word
missionary from Germany has
shown this northwest China
province how "te make sugar
from beets When his seminary

and a piess.

separator,

way npearly four yesars ago at
their - reskdence.  ‘The instalia.

. kin a pump. five separators

Brother Lusian of the mis-
sion made a centrifugal type
The brothers lke-
wise made 8 machine
washes and chips the heets A
press; built on the model of the
Chinese oil press. takes the last
drop of juice from the chip-

beets and thése in turn yielded
 tons of stgar. After the first

mission and the government
The 1947 erop was so abundant
that the available ‘‘machinery”
could not process it.

FATHER FIERHOFF is far
from satisfied. To perfect his
S roduct fie newds  machinery
that cannot be improvised lo
cally

The missionaiies

that

recognize

bers of the Church in Lanchow.
into a sugar cooperative,

%

nation, can no longer claim that we have natural
God-given rights which are inal:enable precisely
because they have been derp ed from God and
not from the state

If we deny. or disiegard be.el In God as an
American principle then we derive our 1ghts
and liberties from 'he state, and the slale at
will ean recall and destroy these righ's and
liberties,

Germany. one of the most intellect ua! nations
in the world. lles in ruins today because its
leaders chose atheism as their national phileso-
phy The people vf Rusaa {nday are the slaves
of their own political leaders. because w hen as
ananion they lost Godt they aiso lost their (;od-

subscribe to American principles. Americans e
gally. they are not Americans in spirit

BELIEF IN GOD as the reason for the naty-
ral equality of.all men and the source of their
natural rights and freedoms, wag regarded by
the Founding Fathers of this nation as an Amen
ican principle. as is evident from the Declara.
tion of Independence

The American atheiws! theiefore i< an ano
maly who constilutes a 1eal threat to this hasic

pings. The finished product is the potential \alue of the prof American prinetple W hile 4 religious test as a
p X ) : P / .
Gal of hig neighbor, e secures | McCarty. CSSR. military delegaté to the  €1asSes are over he goes to " sugar of a bright yellow hue. ot as part of a social program requisite for citizenship wou d be quite un.
He intrinsic valae of wwhat he | Armed Forces deilvering the sermon, work in his private laboratgr)'. Useful by-products are alcohol that would benefit Catholics American. both from the viewpoint of constita.
thé day of death he wses his i A His experimenty have resuited  gng the first-class fodder which  here and bring attention to the tionality and traditional spirit; nevertheless, it
‘hqﬁings, in & pr éeﬂt Thanner. For his- successful work as principal of In Kansu's first sugar factory.,  the pressed chippings make, progressive policy of Catholle must be driven home to every American throy gh 2
& helpe to ,«,ﬁew the present | AQuinas Insm“t{ Over a 6.year peried, the THE DIVINE WORD Fathens Last year enough land was  missions. Already Father Eien education that an atheist cannot proper: be &
) Rev. John H. O'Loane, CS.B. was publicly started the factory in a small  cultivated to yieid 45 tons of  hoff has organized some mem

called an American, since he cannot truthfully
subscribe to belief In God as contained In (ne
Declaration of Independence.
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youtha b o " PR, that the w.nner {s given an opportunity of hogh did not inform its 1eaders of this angle given rights * / ;
h " , P Yo § shun the Secon or outh Con ' ¥ eni. d hall b i
;among his friends those who will care for him in his . : . e sl iy &1 & hall nere has '
ﬁu ‘sﬁl feed and clotho and shelten hfim min his need, . Rress. scheduled at Vassar College. because it China story arisen within the body-politic of the nation a {
"It is for his' prudence that the master praises the un ::ra r,gellpiwmedmt‘hwpm‘m::ly mrr ;he !:sm”:g By . cancerous growth which it allowed to continue ;
e ] v J Aises - rreilgion an ¢ promotion of class hatred.” * . to grow will most certainly destroy the ifi
ust’ steward, He is gtgaking immediate provision for the ' RS Sugar in Lanchow’s Cotfee + ++ Rev. Patrick O’Connor Which the natton now enjoys. This sm(l;u: !
X yg,:d&y of hi$ need. He is using the Powerr now in Reelected to both national top offices tn the growth. already large. is comprised of those
> 3 him, He is putting them | Knights of St. John and Ladies Auxiliary were Lanchow, Kansu, China —  tions include 15 Chinese caul-  successful — experiments  beet persons \ ho. aithough born Americans do not ;
) n.of gratitude to him. Frank H. Biel. K H.S.. supreme president of the 'NCY The Rev. Joseph Eier  drons serung as vals. & hme  seed was  distrbuted by the :
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