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1ife Embmriasses Protestants

Tife magning sys that the Jesulls teach
that the emnd justifies the mesmns, Worse than
that, thelr *‘imistence on the pxincipie’ during
+he. post «Reformation period
“mide them dreaded even by
Catholics , .. "Oh, yes—they
=l “apy” upon onse amother,

Whethier or not they in-
§ - &ulge irz cannibalisen (secret
3y, of courss) on neajor Xtur-
gloal femsts, txe editorn fmil to.
mntion. Maybe they do. You
| rever can tell. In mny event,
they probably gorge them.
selves & Hitle Lor St natius
‘Eorbade asceticlym.™

All of which remfnds us of
the delighttul 1ittle lady who

Fr. Niggm
nlmant broke up a t[;oruome cocktai] party,

ecently, by apuptly injecting into tkze corzver.
mlan 2 hresmthiaking liltle anachronism of sev.

“that the role of the Jesuits in the trisl of Joan
o! Arc is subject today to so much mmburzder.
standing?

[ L ] ]

‘80 YOU SEE! Ignatius is probabdy just a
“front.” Actually, the Society whicke publicly
claims him ag its sinted founder nxust hsve
been fn existencs cenluries before he was even
born. 1t must have been operating undesrgrotnd.
And goodness knows, the Jesults of mll people
~lfke the commundsts—ought to be fLorced to
operate out in the opn. Paging Messes. Mundt
and Nixon!

OR well, let the Jesulls fight their own bat.
tles—but Ao -secret weapons, please! “The frst
Jenuit who puts cyanide in Honry Luce's soup
will forfait i amateur status and nmay even
be expelled from the Soclety by Father General,
whe has ‘unitimted power over the orcdar” Un.
limited, that is, Any Jesuit, mark it wwel, can
be "expelied and rufned in a morment.””

Seriouly, though, 1t tan't the Jesuls so
much as the Protestants who ought to he gun.
ning for Mr. Luce's expert on the hisiory of the
Protestant Revolutlon, for Prolostantistn is giv.
en an embarTaking amount of credit for the
rise of modern individualist capftalisrn.

The author of Lilv's (eature article on the
so.called Reformation is probably cosrrect, of
course, In draving lhe following concusion
from his study of ths history of the sixteenth
century: “Thie Protestant revolution mnol only
changed the rellglous map of Europe, 'The inter.
play of secular forcey with the religgous fer-
ment remide the political and econompic siruc
ture and produced a1 last 2 new emergeent type
of 'zm.n—lhc political and economic Ixdlvidual-
"i. L [ ] *

LATTIR-DAY Protestants will probably
agree that this ls a mmore or less mccurmte state-
ment of the faca, But many of thelr leaders,
fncluding cherished Lriends of the presemt writ-
er, will froblbly regeel that the suthor sseems to
take §t for granted that Protestantism 2s lappy
sbout the resulty,

I wonder, I wonderif Protestantism &s happy
shout the fact that xeliglous indiwiduabism has
contributed so dreczly to the rise of mocalled
rugged Individunllam In economic ilfe. | sert-
ously doubt i, for aXmost every soco.economic
manifesto emamting todny from offictal Prot-
estant sources {s at prins to emphasize the so-

- gial naturo of man and his Inescapabie jocial
responsibllities.
» | ] L]

WHEETHER OR NOT the current Protesiant
emphasia orr moclal Justice, as opposed to eco-
nomic individualism, can be reconclled theoset-
{eally with official Protestant theology s, of
course, another and a much more dificwzlt ques-
tion to answer. But this much s certaln —and it
ought to have been rmaentioned by the editors of
Life, if only tn a footnote—1the rocial teaching
of the Fedoral Counctl of Churches of Chirlat, to
cite but one example, 18 alrmost as opposed to
economie {ndividuriism as it s to collectivisem.

To be more specific, there probably Im't a
responsible Protestant tody in the Unitecd States
which would subseriye to the current resate-
ment of econamlo individumlism as fownd for
example, in thye publications of the Cormmiitee
for Constiivtional Government and, more spe-
cifically, i its most recent Book, ‘“The Keys to
Progperity,” by Dr. Wiillord 1. King. One of the
five "esgential econom to freecoms for wixich our
forefathers towght In the Ameriean Reve Fution.’
says Dr, King. "may bes expressed as follows:
Freedom of conttract. This concept inclucies thae
right to buy labor anad olher goods at the lowrst
prices oblinable, and freedom to seii: one'a
aervices and other gc«N; at the highest piices
which can be secured-" In other words, “‘labor"
is a commodity —the Supreme Court of thre Unit-
#d States l¢ the contrary notwithstanding.

1 ] L] -»

IF PROTEST ANT thicology has contribuatedun
wittingly or otherwvises, to this sort of heresy
a heresy just ms bane tul as the heresy of com.
munism - It is only fadr to add that presesntday
Protestantism is ashamed of iis progerm) Dr
King may expect the Frederal Counctl of Church
ex to denounce his version of the “freecdom of
contract” just as vigorously as {l ixs denounced
in the soclal encydicals of the Popes

The Committee for Constltutional tZovern
ment Is atrictly on its own. Its economie gshiinso-
puy i3 a binlant expression of outand-ou t secy-
larism and is dlametriclly opposed to t he offy-
cial position of Catholic, Protestant and Jewish
bodies In the Uniled States,

Do You Kem‘ember’

23 Years Ago—July 6, 1923
Withh His  Excelleney  Rishop Thomas ¥,
Hickey ptesding. the 19%h annual conference o

diocesan school teacherrs was held in Cathedrat |

Hall Rochester.
[] 1 ] >
Paristan leaders paid tribuie io the ecnment
Catholic scholar Edouard Branley, known as the
“Father of Wireless Telegraphy ™
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Lite-Known Facts for Catholics:

By M. J. MURRAY
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(Reprinted from The Michigan Catholic)

WHAT OF THE “CHAIN PRAYER?"

In spite of repeated warnings and condemna-
tion from our pulpits the "chain prayer™ secms
to be a hardy perennial that will not die out.

Almost every Cathollc Is famillar with mim-
eogriphed or hand-written leaflets. found lying
tn the pews of our churches, or distributed anon-
ymously through _the malls. statlng that the
appended prayer has gone ‘round the world
soveral times,

- L] .

THE RECIPIENT I8 urged to make five cop-
fes of the leaflet and distribute It to many of
his friends or neighbors. The prayer itsel! s
generally unobjectionable in tone and sentiment,
being addressed to Our Lord or lo one of the
saints, and asking for world peace, conversions,
or some equally praiseworthy objective. Those
who say the praver are asaured positively that
they will receive some extraordinary favor.
whije those who “break the chain” by negecting
to say the praver copy It and pass it on ae
threatened with ceitain catastrophe.

Ecclesiastical endorsemient of a vague sort
is sometimes Inciuded by the statementl that the
prayer has been approved by “Franciscan Sis
ters™ or some other vaguely tdentified source

Thia ix by way of intreduction to the ques-
tion received {n slightly different form from
several readers Does the the Citholic Church
approve of the “chaln prayer””

The chain prayer (s disapproved by the
Church hecause 1t includes elements which elasa
iy it as a superstition of the specific type calied
in moral theojogy “‘vaitn observance

. . *

KU PERKTITION IN GENERAL 18 any art
w hich impliedly attributes to a crealure some
power which belongs to Goud alone

Vain obsemnance is that kind o! superstition
which atachtes supernatural effects to some
commonplace action which of itself is not natu-
rally caleulated to produce the result in ques
tion

A tamfliar example of this kind of supersli

tion is that which attributes 'bad luck™ to

breaking a mirror.

Astrology, the fake science which purports
to trace the course of a person’s life by inter
preting the asserted Influence of the particular
pianets which sappeared on the day o!f his birth,
is another. -

The chain prayer is a form of vain observ.
ance since it promises a “reward’ ‘usually a
striking temporal favor: if the recipient copies
and circulates the prayer. The temporal favor
will be granted, say the senders, i{ the chain is
kept unbroken,

There Is no evidence, elther in reason or
revelation. that God attaches any such condition
to the granting of his favors

Moreover, since no Divine law or church
regulations oblige us to circulate these prayers,
any punishment or misfortune threatened to
those who disregard the chaln prayer |s nothing
less than a blasphemous usurpalion of Divine
adthority

* . -

NO ONE SHOULD be misled by the asserted
approval of a chaln prayer by some vaguely In-
dentifled religious organization or group.

Official church approval only appears on reg-
uiarly printed prayers, and then only in the
form o! an “imprimatur” giving the name and
sec o! the bishop who {ssued it

To knowingly participate In the circulation
of chain pravers {is therefore a serious sin
azainst the first Commandment, which com-
mands us to worship God in the proper way,
and forbids us to worship Him by superstitious
praciices Houwever those who have circulated
chain prayers in good faith, have probahly been
free of sin becauss of their ignorance. It is the
duty o! instructed Catholics to correct such
errors

The best thing to do with a chain prayer is
to tear it up. Don’t expose the Catholic religion
to the derision of unbelievers by engaging in
superstitious practices

THEM UP

. British to tell the truth.

What's Behind It?

4 mation Bu-
‘ reay (Comin-
form) against

Party

de velopment
on the world
political situ-
ation; t h e
personal fate

ting the Yugoslav Communist
“outside the family of
bro#ferly Communist partles.”

openly and honestly ther faults
and correct them.”
from below a new international-
istic leadership.”

Many believe that the Comin-

By

Soviets Blast Dictator Tito ;
+++ G. R. Brunst
Washington SN W hat allenpi.ag ‘o gain e lavor West, or as it 1s phrased.
I 1eally  behind  the vilirole ol Trupet.aastic states of the ‘Yugosiay  leadeis,  orienting
MWest, and :n general. as put themselves bhadlv in the inter-

natlonal situation and fright-
ened by extortionate threats of
the imperialists. think that by

\ Marshal Tito. "Fither a true return to a series of concessions to im-
¢ o mmunist Marvist policy or 8 change of perialistic states they can gain
{ boss of Yugo- communist leaders in Yugosla. the favor of these states (o
! slavia and via " that 1s the alternative pre make an agreement with them
7 i ented by t) “or [ ~
nteohiel  sen vothe Cominforn 1o Ryyppp  CIRCLES express
ajdes the of Tro Tt ea’ls the “sound ele R "
fect of 1this men's ef the rtv o Yugesia- the view with a certain deg:ee
P(dl l and \m.eithe' ln‘:“(‘ﬂ“f‘ thelr pres of plausibility on their side,
sudden SOt ol that the whole maneuver may
s P v sational ent partsy leaders to conless

be & build-up for Russian plans
to occupy militarily Yugoslavia
and her sub-satellite Albania.
Sorrye significance is seen in the
fact that the timing of the blast
against Tito coincided with the

or “to raise

Gn. 04144 Says:

Who Saved Europe

“They who today are with you, tomorrow
may be agalnst you; they quickly change for the
contrary,” says the “Imitauon of Christ.”

It sounds a trifle cynical but

that liftle masterpiecte of devo-
Honal literature is never cyni-
cal.. A Kempis (or whoever
wrote the book) was a sweet
soul. But one may be sweet
and none the less realistic. Toa
be so sweet as not to tell the
truth is to be too sweet.
" Now the truth, whether in
personal reiationships or in in-
ternational affairs, s that
friends become enemies and
enemies friends.

You will find that elementary fact not only
in a book of plety, but in all history, For 200
years, for example, Prance and England were at
one another’s throat. In the days of Napoleon
Bonaparte no one would have guessed (except
3 philosopher or a historian) that the French
and the English would some day fight on the
same side. But {t wasn't long—as history uses
the word “long”—before the French and the
\I;:vnzlwh combined against Russia in the Crimean

ar

That war being over. presently the French
and the Russians developed an alllance, and by
the time most of us were readlng history in the
newspapers rather than in “musty tomes”
France and Russia were in a unjon against
England and Germany. Then, as in an old-
fashtoned dance, it was “change partners” and
England and France were together agawnst Ger-
many.

Fr. Gilllis

DURING THE FIRSNT Wul]d Wai. or shortly
ahter, Hilaire Belloc said. “For a hundred years
we Brilish used the German army In conjunc-
tion with our navy to war on the French, but
when Bilsmarck became ambltious and threat-
ened our supremacy on the seas. we used the
French army to defear the (ermans Now that
the French army has lost {ts power we turn lo
America as our ally "

As for Britaln afd America Twice wé had
to fight the British. from 1776 to 1789, and from
1812 to 1813. Also in our greatest emergency,
the war between the states, England gave ald
and comfort to the enemies of the U'nion. The
British would have been glad to see the Unlon
divide and disintegrdte.

Butl by 1914 they needed us and they were
not bashfu) about asking us to come into their
war with Germany. In fact they upbraided us
for delaying so long about coming in, and when
the war was over they claimed that while we
had been dilly-dallying. from 1914 to 1817, they
had saved us; they had borne the brunt of the
battle, and we had come In only in time to share
the benefits of their victory. To recall these
facts is not to be ant]-Briish, unless it be anti-

BUT WHY TELL the truth when the truth
is embarrassing and seemingly unnecessary?
It Is not unnecessary. What has happened be-
fore may happen again. Indeed If we learn
anything from histery (some say we don't) we
must suppose thal what has happened belore
will surely happen again

Already we are belng reminded by the Brit
Ish—to say nothing ol our Russitan "allleg™ "1 -
that we came late into the second. as {nto the
First World War. In many. a conversation [
have heard it sald that we didn’t save Europe.
but that Europe saved us.

For myself I don't know whether we were
saved or not. To be saved from fascism only
to be confronted by communism {s hardly what
1 would call being saved. The Romans had a
word for it kscaping Scviia to be threatened
by Charybdis. Rut granting for the sake of
argument that somebody saved Europe and
America. who did it~

One of our newspapers has given a SUMMAars
of the Baruch Repott which may be convenient
when tha! argument arnses [ quote: U 8
military casualties were greater than those of
the entire British Empue In World War IIL
though we came into the conflict 27 months
after Great Britain declared war on Germany.
Ninety Western Aliied divisions rescued wes!
ern Europe from Hitler following D Day in June

of 1944. and of 'hese 61 were Amencan dinvi
sions

‘We fought the Paaifie wa;  almost single-
handed. Oui Woarld War 11 casualties were
more than 400 W0 dead and a nns( R0 NON
wounded; total o tovwr  Owe 4 British Em
poe losses were Vvinsl o gy dead. 475070
wounded %0 844 mussing 60 585 civillans Kied
—total. 980 161.

“WE PRODUCED 60 per cent of all muni
tions used by saill the Alied powers In World
War IT Endangering our own cities, we sent -
Great Britain alone more than 45000 anti-air-
craft guns We put out some 44 biilions’ worth
of lend-lease materials of every description
Of this. about 66 per cent went to Britain and
25 per cent to Russia  Onur over-all expendituie
on \World War II was 330 billinns  This tota!
was more than Brtain and Russia combined
spent on the wat

“Our national debt increased by 308 per cer
and now slands a' "ne appacing fi,are of 25
billions: whereas in [939 laxes took $1 oui n!

every $13 of our pational income,
take $1 out of every 54"

It will be well to remember these facts and
figures when anyone. be he French, English
or Russian, undertakes to belittle our contribu
tton to what may be calied prematutely raher
than pmpholxca“y ‘'saving Europe

In 1948 they

Quotable Quotes

“Secularism paves the way for a'heistic com.
munism and fotalitarianism by eiiminating God
and religion from public as well as private life.
It weakens family ties by denyving personal re-
sponsibility to God.”

—His Eminence Edward Cardinal Mooney:
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That chiliren tn pudlic schogls 0f New York
State be ghven. wellgious instructlon was urged

o! Tie and-

g "ygt J;ankw of erior for this day, and of the emptiness

form wotld never have issued

crisis caused by Russia's pres. “A Mother's love must be filled with sacrifice,

. DAV the possible  gyuch a statement unless Tita ; 3 i :
158 ‘pi%mims “for tomorrow. False prophets were to ) sure tactics aimed at forcing it must be militant against the eviis of the time.
Ghmst's followers with all manner of decpit: they by His Excellency Bishop Kearney at the edica- hearing .'. he and his a(‘"“’-“’_‘_j hf‘“‘:hm"”._had the three Western Powers to  and then it will be triimphant both in thes worid

tion of the neww Cathelle chapel at Elmira R N internal cTisis been properh “disposed of” be- . - - :
s ;preswt fa}sehuod and present it as truth e- iy o ) 8 N abandon Berlin and the prog and :n the worid "y me
p 33 formatory. Tito may have up farehand  Thevy iecall the tra- ress of the Gireek offensne 1o —Rev. (laude Vogel, O.F . M.(a

ke lyin ying promises of the rewards await- ¢ v on the positian of the Chutch  dinonal methods of bolshevism out ali guerilla re;marwp - ) . PR AR
o Mﬁl&ﬁté& their teachings, The Rev. Hemy C. Manley. PRB. M. A of  'N'ha’ country:all these things  1n “purging’ ‘those who have ‘.Et:;t quite apart krom all such ‘We are faing the consequences af s i
x 1all ye know thent. The false prophets | St Andrews Seminary faculty was appoined  A7° Stll A mater of spéculation.  proved  unfaithful  However. speculation. observers generally  faith. which we must 1enulld 10 save odl cin-

& mural

in to thoh' converts. The
anoral yuih-to those who

(G, o B
4. 1T
Hheir faith, the Jo

pastor ef St Mary's Church. Bath,
5 Years Ago—July 1, 1943
Rev. Willame 3. Duggan, C 8.8, was raied
principal of Aquitas Institute, Catholic high

news from Belgrade seems to
indicate that Tito is still in
full control of the situation. Up
to this moment. the Yugoslavs

TITO, RULER of the coun-
try whose capital was. accorded
the “honor” of furnishing head

agree that. using the words of
a war-time statement by Win.
ston Churchill, “there is a mag-

ization Tt 1e not by accident thar w here religion
reflourished, civiilzation was at s peax
—Rev. Michael J. Milier, 0.8.M.

uarters for the Cominiorm, is got in the apple” of the Soviet —_—— .
1he lowi RX‘ their liv | Scheol for boys, Rochester, succeeding the Rev. gow suddenly exposed to the [ave heard nothing about the  y1,. ang that the suddenly re- “In spite of religious contusion in recen: cem .
t Of ; J. H, O'L.oane, C.S.B. world as pursuing & “hateful whole affair. vealed rift in the communist turies and virtual exile of religion in Europe :

ﬁ_w Gommun‘l In a bedslle graduation exercisest St Mian's

1 ONE OF THE most baffling
ith of Glmsﬁ% ~let ~!xs be on oup

aspects of the situation i< fur

policy” toward Soviet Russia; trom ecdnomic and political morality in the

ranks . Ix bound to <trengthen ; : b s
nineteenth and earh . .

as takmg a standpoint “unwor. . , e ef e o raeniieth eentyries reli "
mtrzne every Palse Dl‘Obhef' - Hoxpltal, i‘mm Dobres Lovsch. graduate of §t, thy of communists:” as indulg-  nished by the charge n the he positivn of the W estan “he gion hung on and is probah s <ionges todas 1

! ’ Joseph's Villa, recilved her diploma frorm His ing in “slanderous propaganda”  Commnform  indictment that worid-wide struggle wih the  3n Fyiope than 1t has beer i crntuies ™ o
‘ &mm“y Blshop Keaxney, against the Sowviet Uniom; as Tiuo made overtutes to the FEast. —Rev. R. A. McGovan i
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