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&% mpokin. on the moral obligation

e agtoh Commsbiant 1ty ~
AlF the world should go akmgawith
[ atilvings 1o save Italy and its lberties
Ito.rqumof to destroy il that has made
d -contemfed ix ity veligious: fuith, in its civil

Nolce=gf-criticimt-midaes-to-keep-the —
action froxgl being outively unani-
nHar wet-up to afford to our pagan
sleing and £oollny decent poor
0 foriid the Leader of Clirls-
Iy warnitg to save his people.
notitics be ailen to ve-.
tlils, Our right and power to
\a -gittof God: It carries with
to act wisely and correctly in using the
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begin with and accorapany the littie one as
{or ko first timo: and it ahould be from
yellgions traindng in accordance with the religious
destiny of thechild. Parents should be on their
I agalist any nfluorce that would lead them to enter
children In non-religious ichools. In the kindergarten
the primary years, the child has just as much right to
under veliglons auwspices, as during the later inter-
e, grammar, ligh-school years.
pavish can seo the ovil result of the action of
“wirthinkis pmnti; who register their kinder-
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of God, to te&keh the ways of God even as it
! ve ol God's world, , -
antidus mﬁ‘emﬁ will not give way to the invita-
ir ghxiliren in the kindergarten or in the
Bl school, They will live up to their
d hratect the roligious natare of the
(:‘Ehgdoi by ontoring it fxom its earliest

i and Guardian
Slieplreid and Guardian of our souls, We
Wit vord. All-that a haman_ shepherd
Chalst does for vs. He leads us into
@ puides us to the styeany of living
Tront Fvm. He gathers us into His

& oux Good S’Iﬂherd.
the care Clitist has for us
Shopherd! Night and
‘e oh earth. He is with
:of Catholio teaching, towatch
ngth of the spirit ¢ven as we
*Efﬁfé' in which o would be

&

ir |

then make . _
it rﬁiiiiﬁ(!}ri‘-lﬂmt .

- ganie of those who are altempting tp

- 4&#«;«;«:43@4;4 [

Our Failure Axs Christians
“Sq many, so grave, and 80 urgent are the
protlems Bf the temporal order that there fs

the 1emptation, felt principslly by noble souls,
© . el wholly. to immerse onpself in

“them, to the obliviort of ‘the
one thing necessary’ Thare is
. the temptation to identify the
Kliigdom. of Cod with @ just
soclal order, and then to seck
frst the justice of the latter,
thinking that all else will be
theirs an well"” ’
- Thus writes the Rev. John
Courtney Murray, 3.1, In an
excellent article, “The Roman
o o Catholic Church” which ap-
Fr. figgins  pesred in the March lssue of
The Annals of the American Academy of Pall-
tieal and Soclal Sclence, '

Beldoin . In . our day hes any American
theologlcan anslyzed so clearly, and in such &
Iimited amount of apace, the perplexing prob-
lem merely suggeated or hinted &t In the ex
cerpt quoted Rbove—the provlem of reconciing’
within our own souls the allimportant responal-
nility of seeklng fivat the Kingdom of God, and
the equally compeiling obligation under which
all af us lnhor of spending oursclves untiringly

. In the reconstrugtion of the socla) order,
- 14 [ ]

FATHER MUERAY reminds us that the
Cheistlarzs ©f every age but, porhaps, in a
specin] way the Christians of our owr gener-
ation (you and I are subject in this regard to
two temptations; that the one iz just as dan.
gerous &s the other, and is just a8 harmful to
the causy of Christ and His Mystical Body,

The first temptation — and the one Which it
Is particularly appropriate to emphasize dur-
ing this Eastor season — la the subtle tempta-
tion so ta concentrate on poiitical, social, and
econbmic reform as to forget that heaven —
a lite of supernatural union wvpith Christ Him- «
selt for all eternity — I8 our final destination
and that- the salvation of our immortal souls
is “the one thing necessary.” It is the tempta-~
tlon to try to pull ourselves up by our own

bootstraps. ~ Lo become. so . immersed--in-the="

apostolate of “good works™ nB to forget that
“uniess the Lord keep the cily, he watcheth in
vain that keepoth {t.”

. o SBhis im- the -tempiation. agiitst whieh e
Popes dre always at patna to warn us, even as
they urge us to participate more aclively In
the social apostolate. It s the temptation
agrinst which Pope Plus XI, for example. warns

in. your dloceses you use the most practical
means . to foaler and intensily the spirit of
prayer jolned with Christian penance. When
the Apostles asked the Saviour why they had
been_upable -ta drive the eovil apirit from a
demoniac, Our Lord answered: “This kind Is
not cast out but by prayer and fasting.’ So,
too, the evil which today torments humanity
can be canquered only by a world-wlde holy
crusade of prayer and ;.;enanco."
. L ]

* But 1 it {a disastrous for our own apiritudl
wolfare, as well as for the temporal welfare. of
aoclety ilself, to overemphasize the social mis-
slon of the Church by underemphasizing the
supernatural, it is cqually disastrous to suc-
cumb to the opposite temptation, which is re-
ferred to rather scathingly by Pope Pius X! as
“social moderniam.”

“The Christian soctal modernist.” says Fa-
ther Murray, “would malintain that his {aith
should have {ts flowering in personal plety;
that he must keep his own hands clean by re
tusing to grapple with the grimy machinery of
soclety.” While confessing that all of us, In
some measure, have succumbed to the first
temptation, let us also confess that all of us,
in some measure, are likewise “soctal modern
iats.”* Blse how pxplain the tragic fact that the
temporal. order ia so thoroughly disordered -
and so throughly de-Christianized as to be teeter
ing at the present tme on the very brink of
destruction.

Let us also confess, tv owr discredit, that
recon-
struct the social order without benefit of reli-

__{I0), angd semetimes even with a positive hatred
of religlon In Ythelr hearts, have drifled away

from God into secularism because of pur fail
ure as Christlana “to grapple with the grimy
raachinery of soclety.” The scandal ol Christiang
in [alling ~- either out of laziness or out of a
false sense of personal plety to bring Chris.
tianity into the market plice goes Ila: to ac
count for the shallow rationalism of the 1y pical
“itheral.”
- - -

THE FORMULA according to which we may
steer our lives between the two temptations to
which Father Murray refers ls the motto to
which the saintly Pope Plus X dedicated his
very fruitful Pontificate: “To reatore all things
in Christ.” “Catholic Action.” said the same
Pontift while stlll Blshop of Venice, "will not
please certain timid souls who. though good
living, are so atiached to their habitual quiet

“God Bless America!”

The theorists who valnly wilng their hands
about juvenile delinquoncy might well look to

an experiment in Rochester.

Concefved by the clty's Department of Pub-
formatien of a Youth

lic Safety with the

us in his encyclical on Alheistic Communism: B 2“
... We rocor’fxmend. Venerable Brethren, that #4 WQ g “ jt p"

A Solution
For Delinquency

mon meeting place where such misconceptions
can be coirected on both sides.

THE DELINQUENCY problem. as far as
police are concerned, assumes greater propor-

Bureau manned by police personnel, the Roch
ester plan has enlisted widespread communily
support from a citizenry keenly awdre of the
resuits of wunbridled delinquency among its
youth.

The lormula on which the Ruchester plan
has been projected is simple and not entirely
original. [l comprises the inittation of a pro-
gram deslgned to interest youth and absorb
some of the excess energy which too often s

expended to the detriment rather than the ad-
vantage of a communilty.

What makes the formula different as far
as Rochester Is concerned s the lact that
people have -atopped talking about the probiem
and started to do something about !

IN THUE SHORT space of a few months
this Youth Bureau has oprned centers of ac
tivity in nearly a dozen city schools including
a number of our parochlal insttutions

Artmed at childien of elementary school aye,
these centers are intended to keep youngsters
off the Slreets where their activities often lead
‘to property désiruction and pérsonal conse
quences decidedly worse.

The fact thatl such programs bridge a vad
in the life of the average youngster is best in
dicated by the heavy attendance at the various
sesslons Connected under police auspices. these
sessions not only provide clean. wholesome
recreation bul pul I1n proper peispectve the
relalionship of the yovungsters o law enfoive
ment agencies.

Too often in the pdst youngsters got the
wiong ldea about a cop and viee versa These
police-manned recreation centers provide a com

tions as youngsters advance to high school age,

Here, then, is a field of activity witi un-
bounded potentialities. What can be done !o
check the countless spawning places of de
linquency to which youngsters of high school
age are subject?

With the current disregaid for law the
answer., as lar as these places are concerned,
ts pretty much in the negative. The solution,
therefore, lies in inducing the youngsters o
bvpass lhese places and go elsewhere, But
where?

The Yauth Bureau in Rochester has answer-
ed this question effectively and decisively by
opening a Stardust Room where youngslers
can gather, dance to good music, oblain food
and refreshments at the lowest! possible prices
and generally have a good time - under Lhe
watchful eyes of policemen and policewomen.

In this Stardust Roomy Rochester has given
its yvouth all the glamour of mght lLle undet
the best possible circumstances and minus the
mote obvious detrniments.

THERE ARE some well meaning pevple who
oppose, dtrectly or indirectly, all types of spon
sored entertalmment for youth.

They see in these gatherings potential
breeding places for greater rather than reduced
delinqueéncy,

A cop. watching scores of young coupies on
the dance fldor of the Stardust Room on open-
ing night, provided perhaps the best answer to
these critics w hen he said

“Just look at those kids and just think
that f ‘hey dadnn hax‘e‘ a pgace ake this ‘o
come to they mitght be in the bach toom of a
sdloon or the back sear of an automohiie

Perhap. It inight be a negalive argumen:
But §t's a pretty strong one

Infopmation Desk

+ +

Q. Why Ik the Catholic Church
su opposed to mixed marrisges?

Why Is Church Opposed To Mixed Marriage?
Non-Catholic Witness at Catholic Marriage

+ +

—St. Bernard'’s Seminary

I @ pactioaiar case when she
Na~ teason Tar belis ing that these

and so afrald of every innovation thet—they
belleve that it is quite suflictent to pray. bhe-
cause God knows best how to defend the faith
and humiliate His enemles. and make the
Chureh triumphant. But these good people,
whom 1 wouwld call optimists, will wall in vain
for soclety to re-christianizé itzelf simply by
the prayers of the good. It I3 necessary to join
prayers with action”

The “middle way," n the soctal apostolate
as well as im the working out o! our personal
sanctification. has beeh summarized almost to
perfection as follows “Pray as though evers-
thing depended upon God: but work as though
everything depended upon yourself. ’
*0 ——t s

Do You Remember?

23 Years Ago—April 13, 1923
Disagreemnent over the division of the spoils

" secured by the sale of memberships in the Ku

Khux Klan, and the disposal of nightgowns,
hoods .and other equipment split the lmgeﬂnl
officers of the Knights of the Invisibie Empire
into rival factichs.

- £ ] -

Miss Ceellia M. Yawman was elected presie
dent of the Catholic Women's Club of Roeh
ester at the annual meeting.

(0 * »

10 Years A April 7, 1938
Ten leading Catholic groups of Geneva joined

".‘n vigorous protest against the showing of the
¢ rnotitn -pictere “Damaged Goods” classified as

Cror condemned bar the.l.egign of Decency,

B Ve AgowwApril & 1943
. Puyer wao feserfbed as s “spirityal con-
voy" for hoys a service hy His Excellenwcy,
Bishap Kearney, speaking at St. Imey's Chyyeh,
*mgwm the lirst Victory, Novena,

A Because of the dangers
which such marviages bring with
them to the faith ol the Catholic
party, and 1o the children born of
such marriages. The Church be-
lleves that our Caiholic faith is
the most precious of possessions:
martyrs have died rather than
surrender 1. In caring fer her
children. therefore, like a good
mother, she tries (o see to It that
her chitdren will avold anything
that might endanget, weaken, ov
destroy thelr faith. ln the past,
the Church has seen many of her
children dritt away from the
faith because of the Influence of
a non-Catholic hushand or wife.
Children born of mixed unions
have ne small handicap. when
they see that there are religios
differences between their par-
ents. The Church does not think
it right to put children under
such a religious handicap.

In wdrern (€S, the danger of
mixed marriages lics, not so much
in the danger to the Iaith of the
Catholic party, bat in the danger
to motals. In past conturies the
differences between Catholic and
non-Cathallc were merely doctrin-
al differences: their moral codes,
especially in  marital matters,
wexe pretly much the same. To-
day, however, the avevage nom
Catholle _has. fallen Away uwin
traditlonat Chrigtiin ldeas about
morals in marrfgfe. No one can
fall 1o see how difficult this fact
imakes marvied Hfe for the Cath:
ode partner, . .

danyeisto the \".thh('pn.x!) wall
not  anise the Chureh wall pet
mit a4 maed marriage 1o tahke
place  T'v  assure  herself that

these dangetrs will not arise. the
Church requests the 1 on-Catholic
partner to promise that: (1} he
will not interfers with the falth
of the Catholic party, 12} he will
care far the Catholic baptism and
education of all offspring. 3
he will conform his married lfe

=y

Priest’s ‘Crime’

Prayer for Jews

Nuremberg — (NC) — Pray-
ing for Jews was the “crime”
charged by the Gestapo against
& German priest whom sl
secret police arrested in Berlin
in 191, evidence introduced
In the war crimes frials Jhere
indicated. t

Msgr. Bernhard Lichtenberg,
then Provost of St. Hedwig's
Cathedral  chapter in Berlin,
was  arrested for  “prayin
sevoral tiraes at wvespers nat
ondy for Jews who have been
baptized, bat also for prisoners
in concentration eamps and
for millions of persons who
hava 555 their homes a3’ a e
mit of the war the Gestapo
report showed, The priest alsy
wanted to share the fate of
Jews who had bheen deported
te the East. evidonce indlemted,
Monsignor Lichtenberg died a
prisoner of the naxis,

to the teachings of the (hiudh
regarding divorce and biith con
trol  1{ these promises aip mdle
and the Chuich v maoally e
taw that they are sincerely made.
she will permit the mixed mhr-
riage to take place Even then,
however, the Church (s rejuc
tant, for she knows that such
promises have been broken in the

past In the face of such reluc
tance. no Catholic who gets into
spiritual difficulties  from  con-
tracting a mixed marnmage. can
sa) that the Church led him
astray.

Q. May a non-(Uatholic be a
withess at a Catholic narriage?

A. The ordinary rule is that
all the participants st a Catholic
ceremony are to b¢ practicing
Catholics. In a particular case,
where there is a sufficient rea-
son, and there will be no scandal
of the faithful. the local pastor
may grant an oxcention frons the
ordinary rule

For example let us suppose
the case of a girl. converied to
the faith, who wishes 1@ have her
non-Cathollc sister he the biides
maid at her wedding. Here the
bond of relationship is certainly
a just and sufficient reason.
There would likewise be no scan-
dal among the faithéul over such
n cholce: everyone would be able
to appreciate why this non-Cath-
olic girl was present at the cere
many. In such a case then, the
pastor could casiy permit having
a non-Catholic as witness te the
Catholic marriage.

Alice8ind the Supreme Court -

“Irs getting curiouser and Couriouser,” says
Alice in Wonderland, It surely issand not enly
in that world of wild fantasy. Even in the
sober world of legislation, in-
deed of Supreme Court legisia.
tion, things are getting so
curious that they are bewild.
ering. v

The highest court in the
land, or for that matter in all
the world, gave a decision last
year on the school-bus ques
tion in favor of the cooperation
of Church and State. Now the
court hands down a decislon on
the Champalgn “release time” Fr. Gillis
syster which seems to outlaw cooperation of
Church and State.

-~ Same court, same principle In question,
same line of reasoning, but a different con.
clusion. Something new in logle and I should
sav something new in law. If It is the purpose
of the high court to puzzle the people, it has
succeeded. If the ldea {s to demonstrate that
law {s elastic. mercurial, variable from year (o
year, again the Court can rack up a victory.

PERHAFS I MAY be permitted to say with-
out belng accused of treason, that when we get
a decision In 1947 that the First Amendment
permijts the use of public funds for the en-
couragement of religion, and a decision in 1948
that the First Amendment prohibits the tse of
public funds for the encouragement of religion,
the law takes on someé of the characteristics
of a chameleon, a Mexican Jumping mean, or of
the pea In the well-known shell game. Now you
see it and now you don’t. You put your finger
on it and i¢isn't there.

But there is an even curiouser thing about
the law -— much more curiouser, as Alice
might say. Mr Justice Jackson who concurred
in the recent decisioan wrote, “It Is idle to pre-
tend that . we can find in the Constitution
one word to help us as judges to decide where
the secular. ends .and the sectarian begins in
education. Nor can we find guldance In any
other legal source It Is a matter on which we
can find no law byt our own prepossessions.”
That seems odd. '

‘SIMPLE FOLK like you and me, dear read-
er would bhe tempted ta sav, If you have no
law but only personal prepossessions, why
don’t you decline to make a decision, or make
a decisjon to stand by the traditional interpre-
tation of the First Amendment’®’ We ask not
only why should there be one interpretation in
1947 and another In 1948 hut why in 1948 re-
Ject the interpretation that has been accepted
since 17917 .

The confession that the decislon was made
on prepossessions rather than on law is curlous-
er than the decision that a new Interpretation
must be given — with no new reason alleged
--in regard to the use of public funds or, to
speak more precisely, of public bulldings for
the advancement of religion.

BUT THE MOST curiousest fact of all is
that a government which declares that it rests
upon God should make {t impossible to teach
about God in schools estabiished to uphold the
government. II. for example. a child reads in
the preamble to the Detlaration of Independ-
ence that the rights of many come directly from
the Creator, and the child asks. "What is the
Creator?” may he not be told that the Creator
is God”

If. being told. he goes on to ask. “Whe is
God”” must he then be inforrned that God is
not to be spoken of in school® If God may be
anoken of will Mrs McCullum who brought
the action and who calls hersell an atheist,
be satisfled”

We could start in. here and now and ask a
hundred such questions. But one more will do.
Suppose the name of Jesus Christ comes up
In history class.

How will the téacher explain Him? Any
teacher whe can do, -that little thing without
bringing in religion, and indeed without dis-

closing her own. theology. must be pretty sliék -

with words Is it part of the equipment of a

teacher 1o use words Ye cencral thought”
Yes. indeed, that Supreme Court decision

gets curiouser and curiouser the longer jou

look at if.

O ~- - —— .

- - ——

Calendar of Saints

SUNDAY. APRIL Il—Nt. Leo 1, the Great,
Pope-Confessor-Doctor. He became Pope in
440 and ruled when Rome was threatened by
vandals and heresies. When the Huns swept
toward the city, he sought out Attjia and saved
Rome from destruction.

MONDAY, APRIL 12—8t. Julius 1. Pope
He was elected Pope in 337 and ruied 15 years
He upheld the orthodox doctiine concerning
the Most Holy Trinity and ‘vigorousiy asserted
the Supremacy of the See of Rome in the East
as well as the West.

TUESDAY, APRIL 13—St. Hermenegild,
Martyr. A Visgothic Prince. he was converted
by Bishop St. Leander and his enraged father
imprisoned him. When he refused to returnto
Arianism. he was beheaded at the order of his
father sn 386. His brother Reca.ed. succeeded
ta the ihrone. was capverted to Catholicism
and brought about the return of the nalmwn to
the Faith.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14—feast of the Sol-

emnity of St. Joseph, Patron of the Universal

Church.

THUSDAY, A7RIL 15—S8. Basilissa and
Ansstasia, Mzctyrs. They were Roman noble
women, who lived in the 1st cenjury and were
among %he first converts. They ar® said to have
~assisced at-the burials of SS. Peter and Paul
and far thees Christian 2otz ware killed in a
massacre carried out under Nero.

FRIDAY., APRIL 16—St. Beaediet Joseph.
Tabre, Confessor. Born of a poor family n
Artois, France. he decided against joining a re-
ligious community in favor of a life of solitude.
He made pilgrimages to sanctuaries in France,
Italy, Switzerland and Germany, everywhere
begging his food, refusing mopey and spending
most of his time In the presence of the Blessed
Sacrament. ‘

SATURDAY, APRNY. 17—St. Anicetus, Pope
Martyr He was a Syvian whe succeeded St
Pius I as Pope in 155. He defended the Faith
against Valentinus, Marcian and other Gnostic
heretics.
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