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COURIER JOURNAL, THURSDAY, APRIL, 1, 1848

Thhlstbeanhotssedaof ﬂmcly articles on labor-xnsnsge-
ment relations by Mr. Budenz, former editor of the Cormmunisd
newspaper, The D=aily Worker, who has returned to the Catholic
Church. He Is now professor of economics at Fordham Undversity.

| NBOR- MQNHBEMENT TUDFF:’

V. Rise of the Legitimate Union
Anyone who lived twenty years ago in the so—called

“Middletown” of Indiapa (Muncie) or the actual Middle-
town of OQhio would have been hard-pressed to find much

of a local union movement.
Self-organization of the work-
ers was at a low ebb, compared
to the high point reached in the
course of World War L. Young,
vigorous {ndustries had come
into the national scene——auto-
mobile manufacture and elec-
tric power production among

8t. Patreick

Beardless?
Washington ~— (NC) <~ A
| bomnrdias sdaiueite of St. Pat
Helk and g siataeite of St
Brigid wilf be prescnted o
“Fibber McGee and Molly” of
die fame as the 1948 swards
ol the Catholic Film and Badio
Beview. Hexe to connult with
& Washington scaiptor about
the Txeoution of the statuettes,
Dantel E. Doram, exebutive
chaiyman of the Catholle Film
and Radio Guild, afrmed thai
resemxch conducted by his or
nnintlon hias conwinoed its of-
ficers that St, Patrick did nﬂ
have a beard.

’Coming Red ‘l‘ermr ‘, L

Since its “liberation” b

“free elections.” But in Poland's
case its only two attemipts to

by Communists.
Let _us consider, first, the
“Referendum” of June 30, 1946, ]
This was primarily a pretext
to avert that part of the Yalta

them-—shattering the old trades
with the “belt” system and |
scattering the skilled wunion '
workers. |

l

MANAGEMENT WAS in the
saddle. Scientific management
methods were in full bloom, |
“merit ratlng” of employes for
instance being added to the
evaluation of the respective
jobs. The original idea of such
devices was to make collective
bargaining .obsolete. Beyond
that, management’'s continued
hopes for new contacts with
the working forces has led te
an extension of employe repre-
sentation {or compony -urnion)
schemes under many names )
and forms. “Shop council.”
“{riendship association,” *good
will club® “industrial democra |
cy.” “protective assoclation,”
“employe industrial association”
were among the titles given
them i{n various plants. There
was a big hullaballoo in their
behalf, presenting them as new
methods of workers’ expression.

Management's uneasiness,
even then, despite the much.
advertised high wages of “pros.
perity.” and* tfhe consequent
sluggishness on the part of the
workers in organization, was
recordeq-in the continued use
of the injunction in labor dis
putes. That legal weapon was
accomparied by the notorious
“yellow dog® contract, the
agreement by the worker “in
consideration of employment”
not to join a union. "Welftare”
talk by management was thus
associated with the employment
of emtAl coercion to
hold back self-organization.

Of courss, the rise and
growth of the “legitimate”
unions had been a long and |
painful process — even up to

the point reached in World War
L Governmental coercion had
been called upon In the early
‘days of the republlc by the
employers. At the close of the
Revolution our industries were
small and the unions wexe few.
Even those few were cxushed
in part through the sonsplracy
laws, taken over from thee Eng-
Hsh common law. The mere
attempt to organize workzers In
order to ralse wages wms con-

sidered a criminal act.

By the late 1820's this con.
cept had been largely overcome
(in part due to the Jefferson
an movemen!.) From thence
on, sporadic efforts to form or.
ganizations of workers that
would last out for a per-iod of
time continued up to and
through the Civil War. UInions
would rise, win some poirxts for
the working people and th-en de-
cline (generally in the d=epres
sions that would follow periods
of “prosperity”.)

IT WAS IN the 1880's Lhal
the United States began s
meteoric climb upward to first
place in the Industral produc
tion of the worid. It was in
that decade, -too, that the
American Federation of L.abor
was born, destined to be the
first national labor center that
would be of a permanent char
acter in our history, It is no
secret that the AFL was based
in large part on eraft unionism,
being founded on those natdonal
craft organizations (such as the
Molders and Typographical
unions) which arose before or
during the Civil War. It s
likewise pretly well known that
fts chief rival in the labor fleld
at the Dbeginning was the
Knights of Labor, which had
preceded it.

What s too lttle rermem.
bered Is the statement by Jmmes
Cardinal Glbhons favoring
membership by workers Lra the
Knights of Labor, which also

helped the progress of che mew-
| ty-born AFL affilintes. Since
so many of the working peo
ple were Catholles, this deciara.
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tlon had s profound effect Gpon
the early growth of the perma.
pent unlon movement. The
right of voluntary assodiation,
so deeply imsbedded in Cathollo
thought, was making s contxi-
butlon to Asmerica.

+The rising AFL movement In
the early Nineties, however, be-

gan to run up against a sert
ous obstacle-—the injunction in
labor disputes,

The Injunction was, in the
final analyshs, a use of force or
compulsion and did not serve
to advance that “cooperative
relationship”
ment was beginnlng to seek for
higher production purposes.
The explanation that might
"have been mrade for its wide
existence was the imfilrption
intlo the labor mowvement of
“radical” elements. But &k
7 though the IWW's and the An-
archists had made their bid for
leadership of the American
, workers, they had: _siot been.
successful.
was chiefly aimed at those
unions which stood for collec-
tive bargaining.

ORIGINALLY DIRECTED,
at least in theory, against vio-
lence in picketing and other
like strike phases, the injunc-
tion was enlarged in time to
cover “violations” of the yellow
dog “coniract.  “The mere at-
tempt to organize the workers
then became subject 1o a re-
tralnlng order.

The existence of the injunc-
tion in the Twenties coincident
with the "employe representa-
tion” plans was an anomaly;
in liself it served to show that
the company unions were not
selforganization schemes at all.
The resort to court action
against ‘“putside organization™
did not tend to bring about that
cooperative spirit on which

mamgement had begun to
count.
It ts understood that the

unlons, on their part. opposed
the Injunction as vigorously as
they could. The labor amend-
ments to the Clayton Anti-Trust
Actof 1914 curbed thesé court
orders in labor disputes. But
courl interpretations and de-
cisions cut down the possibili-
ties for labor there; the injunc-
ton In effect remained as pow-
erful as ever until the Norris-
X aGuardia Ael was passed i
93

AND SO T was that in the
early Thirtles .ot this century
Laber finally found jtself no
Yonger handicapped by t he court
restraining order weapon in the
hands of the employing inter-
ests. There was still the mat-
ter of unequal bargaining pow-
er—the corperate form of man-

- now comnpelied

~ Umion organizations,

. from the viewpoint of publie

, rent Act of 1947, known =as the

- went the extension of
trial unjonism,

- to that theme. And,iis United

. @dea

agerial  organization  against
t e individual worker. To ad-
Just that dificulty and to pro-
tect collective bargaining, the
National] Labor Relations Act
was adopred in 1935, That act
did not Jegalize the unjons,

wohich had won legality before
that time. It went further and
employers to

recognize this legal status of

The purposes of the N ational
Labor Relations Act are set
down clearly in #ts declaration
of polickes It declares collee-
tive hargaining to be necessary

policy, particularly in that it
afds In bringing about wider
prarchasing power. Such an as
se-rtion was of value in the de-
pression year In which ¢he act
W= passed. And It Is signif.
emnt that the sarme declaration |
remsing in the Labor Manage

Tatt-NHartley Law. i

With the NLRA's creation
Indus.
thus bringing
the “legitirnate union” into the
big basic industries where for-
meTly the company union had
fiourished. Union membership |
le2 ped from 3,000,000 to 15.000.-
00O Ina few years. And while
management saw certaln prac
lice>s created or corrtinued which
were considered abuses, there
als grew up out of this devel

. oprnent the idea of Unior-Man.

agement  Cooperation. Indeed,
President Philip Murray of the |
Corrgress of Industrial Organ:.
ations wrpte a book, jointly ¢
with a noted enginicer, devoted !

, Steel Workers Union claimed

ts organization practiced that

«

BARGAINING.”

which .manage-.

And the injunction .

and anti-Nazi parties.”
| copwr.ght, 1948, by Courier-Journal | 0f this through secret channels

agreement which’ called for a
“free and unfettered” election in
Poland, The Communist.dominat-
ed Polish Provisional govern-
ment picked three questions on
which the people could express
their sentiments, and made cer
tain that they were as innocuous
as possible. The Government
planned to take the results of
the balloting and say to the
United States and Britain, “You
see, why should we be forced to
hold an election? Everybody in
'the country agrees on these
fundamental lssues.”

IT WAB nfxparent what the
Reds were trying to do, 50 1 told
them that the Polish Peasant
Party would boycott the Referen.
dum. They knew that if we did
just that, the Wworld would know
that there was something deeply
suspiclous about the Referendum.
So, for promising not to invoke
the party boycott, 1 received
from the -Provistorial Govern-
ment the open announcement
that It would hold the called-tur
national election in the Autumn
of 1946 (It was Held in January,
1947).

Here are thc questions which
were asked in the three-question i
Referendum:

1. Are you.in favor of the
abolishment of the Senate?

2. Are you for making per
manent through the future Con.
stitution the economic system in-
stituted by the land-reform .and
nationslization of the basic in-
dustries with maintenance of the
rights of private enterprise?

3. Are you for the Poliﬁh
Western frontiers as fixed on t
Baltic and on the Oder and
Neisse?

1 decided to vote *No” on the
No. 1 question, and urged this
course upon my party as a “pro-
test against political terror,
against dissolving local units of
the Polish Peasant Party, against
false arrests and censorship.”
Oyr slogan was, “If you vote
‘Yes’ on the first question you
are giving a vote of confidence
to the provisional government.”
As a matter of fact, 1 was a
deputy Prime Minister of that
government, but [ prayed for the
day when 1 might see It dissolv-:
ed, for [ was powerless to avoid
tyranny Imposed on its name.

On the day of the Referendum
the people of Poland went to the

imtdnnent 13

(Editor’s Note: In thh lmul!mem, Stanislaw Mlk\}h.lﬂa’k ol
veals how & referendum is conducted tn a police ilate ~ with!'
{Security Police destroying thousands of ballots marked contrary |t
to Stalin’s wishes —-and how the Communistsiattempted to sup-| |
press the Pollsh Feasant Party by toriure and murdery .

vote freely hiave been lrusu‘ated

the Red-Army, Poland has had,
two experiences with ballottgrng From the {m

tic Charter to Potsdam, the leaders of the Alljes spoke of b

and quickly ordered a ban on the
acceptance of new members, and
ordered that the old membears re-

way I was able to avert the Red
coup.

1 cannot deal here and now

derwent, during efforts to make
them renounce the party. Many
of these tortures are tos wvile ta
display even in the free press.
Suffice it to say that the sadism
of Nazi excutioners. was
equalled and, often surpasxed by
Securlty olice trained by the

And yet — (o the everlasting

glory of Poland — a vast ma-
Jority ©f the members of the
Polish Peasant Party remained
loyal. It cost them horribly. But
they belleved so ateadfastly in
the promises of the Big Three,
about “free and unfettered” elec-
tons, and were so determined
to fight for their freedom in a
legal manner that hundreds
pald with_their lives, countless]
thousands paid with their lfe's
possessions and hundreds of
thousands paid with thelr health
and future, livelthood — and vot-
ed as their hearts dictated.
In the end, the Communists—
operating on dire¢t orders frem
¢ Kremlin — had to steal the
lection.

THE EXACT mathematical
outcome of Poland's “free and
unfettered” election of January,
1947, was arranged by Josef
Stalin at the Kremiin on Au.
gust 28, 1948,

Stalin fixed the date of the
election, He fixed the exact.oum:
ber-of “Votes WHISh he would|ay
permit each of the Polish politi
cal parties to receive. And he
fixed the explanations which the
Polish government must put for
ward in the event of protests
from within Poland or from the
Allles,

His orders were given to Ja-
cob Berman, chief of the Polish
Politburo, Wladyslaw Gomulka,
first vice premier of ‘Poland and
general secretaty of the Com-
munist Party in Poland; Presi
dent Boleslaw Blerut, Commu-
nistic head of the National Coun-
cil; Edward Osobka-Morawski,
the Communist-sponsored Soclal
st who then was Prime Minister
of the Polish Provisional Goy-
ernment;  Slanislaw  Szwalbe,
vice president of Poland, and
Jose! Cyrenkiewicz, general sec,,
rotary of the corrupted Polish
Socialist Party,

Syrankiewicz, {t was decided,

poils. They voted “Yes” over
whelmingly in response to ques !
tlons No. 2 and No. 3. !

BUT QUESTION No. | was the}
big tssue. Commissions set up
to Insure a fair counting of the
ballots were terrorized at gun-

pofnt. Security Police in many

sections seized the ballot boxrs!

and carried them off. In Krakow,{
a group of “fellow travelers” as- |
signed to count the ballots be-

came 80 frightenend at what the |
ballots showed that they simply |
ran from the central counting
office - and independents took
over, copnted the votes, and sent
the respits to Warsaw hefore the
“fellow tiavelers” returned to
the place.

These results reached print in
official announcements, which is
the reason the Communist prop-
aganda mllls proclaimed Krakow
a "reactionary town which must

; be punished.”

Brave commissions were able !
tn save their baliot boxes in!

. parts of 14 nf the 16 provinces!

of Poland These boxes repre-
sented 2805 districts. On the
matter of question No. 1 they
showed:

No ¢ Yes
88.54% 18.46%
The Provisional Government
announced the - “official result”

after ten days. Their count on
question No. 1, they said, show-
ed.

No Yes

329, 68%

In the meantime I had been
able to show forelgn correspond
ents thousands of ballots, partly
burned, which the Security Po-
lice had seized- and thrown away
-—because they contained the/
word “™No" in response to the
first question.

The true result of the Referen-
dum made the Communists in
Poland much more determined
to exterminate the Poland Peas
ant Party. -

At first they attempled to in-
| filtrate our membership lists by
' stealing membership cards dur-
ing raids on our offices and forc-
i ing these upon known Nazi-col-
( laborators and other srum--whn
in turn, were ordered te’ jom

i the Polish Peasant Party.

THEY HOPED through this to

:be able to dissolve us officially,
tin lne with a Yalta Agreement
; clause which lirnited political par.
NEXT WEEK: “COLLEC'I'I\'E ties in Poland

to “democratic

I learned

HBHON I SO A BN SRR AT

would be made Prime Minister
of the new government and a
member of the Politburo — thp
shadow vernment which s
really rullng Poland today. His
appointment would appease ele
ments of the Sociaiist govern.

e of the Atlan-

sign their cards in front of the]
Pproper party authorities. In this

with the tortures our people un-|§

hagen I °
the Indignlties

MIKOLAJOIYK

Cyranklewicz was protessedly a
Soclalist,

STALIN RULED ab thix meet.
Ing that no matter how many
votes were cast in-tavor oL Po
lish Peasant Party-candidates it{
must be announced that we at-
tracted .only 16. percextxol-the
total cast.
One of the Soclallsts spoke up
and agked, “But what about the
Amnericans - and: Britixh? What
will they do?"
*Don’t worry about the Amer
icans and Brittsh,” Stalin said.
“There will be no war about the
elections. They will make & pro-
test, but this will only be a paper
protest.
"You will reject this protest
and Igsue continuaus gan

to the effeet that .hd)kof. czyl?
| party. lost_bocause-ha-Asoua
himself with the cflm[Aal under-
ground, turned pro.German by
opposing the new Western bound.
aries of Poland, is & conserva.
tive who wishes to back the eapl
talists and land-owners, and is a
forelgn agent fox forelgn mm-
gence and capitatlism,

“It you repeat these charges
enough, some of the in
the United States and Britaln
will bellove you, and they wom't | sooer
Join In the proieat thelf govera:
ment will make”

Stalln  then disinitked thcm.
after ordering” them to send him
—secretly — the real figures on
the election. .
“I want to. see how. rexzlly in-
fluential you are In Poland"” he
told them. °
These conzclenceless  stooges
returned to Warsaw on the eve-

ining of August 30, 146, a few |

hours before I left for Copen-
hagen to attend a meeting of
U.N.'s Food and Agﬂculturai Or
ganization.

ON MY refum from CY
sent’” Stalin a
memorandum, listing in _dotafl

ng ---lreaped-

mem n BFitdln and france, for

upon us and warning him that
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