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"He It Mien!" 
! By Mewtfgaot Hart, **Au, V.O 

1900 Ytat• Ago 
Eutcr Wongs to gll th« year*, I t t*lon|» to thi e«flitr 

}'«uv of th« »orid M th* eutiwimtioft tf pipph«y, th# p**** ̂  
•ctiou of tht proniiMd ademption, It belong* to the y«*r* 

wh«a it WM eurrwit news wh#n it WJM « gmtAnd luminoui 
fart known to proordalnod witnesses s* an «vent ttmt could 
IM quMtioowl onl> b> thoMf un^tilitf to b* hone*i 

Th«< prewdkintd «itnciiM>* wer* cijow-o by Cjrjriifc Him* 
?m% imvmfitthilr Ĵ jwuityy Httfrgwbfty', tMrjuroptt d* 
, w*fcji i» **<«& thty fm tnm «r# womefi mwdin to *h» 
'frsitM (jfciutt* JAW mt infom in whew thete WM MM«* * 

* **«<#ftt©mp*J in * jto«# wpuklwy. !fh«y *•# Cfariit over 
forty day* in vwiou* spjwsrsrics* in Jude* *nd GsliK »w 

J ^ i m th#ir own «y#* *iw* tow Hfi pre*«rtf;# hyM* 
lt»|flnwf s? their MUMP? toucher Hil *»cr«i body, tiptinr 
thi w-ojJ&d*, tji# trmrici «/ the aadMoAs aw Him Mfc 
tftrt fftgriLlMMfl Hi* a««d vofe*, b*lid3 Hfm «*ti«* food, 
ISjty ir & *> # 4 tht power* Pf HfrjfiwJou* *j»nt body, £«# 
fifom «!! flmitttiojai of tl»n» «d #p*c< uid mfttmdtf thtnn 

Jttft tifrlijity nor »h;infcif .bMfMfr w Hip i!or|fl«d hun.«nity, 
' . TtftUfo indwd, 3t»«j0iif«l*to th« /Mnalfi whfch *ll thn« 
witn«#*n Hy«d̂ pj» #Arth» Dtlonfo îto th* y««r# in whiclx 

, AiwcUd by Chri*t th«y i«v« *uch unimp«wlj»b|t teitimony 
UmtH«WMri»«flfrointh«d««d. , ' 
tbuttmm I n t bO ItttoVvOftll lft YiWNI 

' \ ,&*ify ty>km$ to*\\ tht Jnt«tV«jn{nĵ  y*ir* #foe« th^tlwii 
•I thoMi pwordilftwf witaeiwfo, F<Utli in tht Blitn Radecm* 
tê hM haMitt «urt foundation in tht wtninty, of tht historic 

; Ifwt of tlw WKirrtetfon. Uurth hu wt|) no Met *o welt tt« 
ti^d//w thor(Mjfhly «>t«bl(ih*dA M th« f«t that Jemi ditd 

"i"*lt"' Caa&t hit tow <ojcth i$to*»Kp«rti of tht wo*ld, 
i^ t«n^ ; wuoeĝ idl Mtiowi MUWUhinr tht .< 
Chriit with it* Prl««U tnd Bfthopf, with it« 

• t l ^ l M f t W ' "'" •" ' "• 

Wt,m$t1m 

\>m*nnm of Opinion 

Vim coneJrtding p«a»ajtJ» ** *te fBej'̂ icia 
"B«t|oij«tt«(.{lnf thr m&*l Order" *M ttt «r-
Itnt *pp««t Jfojr Chiii«?» unily and. eoopefir 

* —£" Hfon 'tf the *>efel dptwtoiiite. 
l»/it PCTI^ Pius SO, a*omr coi^ 
«JOJI #f»Jrftu»l tprther, ple»d« 
with u« to coroproitilM oar 4 ^ 
*e«ncc» «J$ move tofwurd to« 
•ether in ChrtJKinn l«s>t)ier. 
hood ^The loyal Catholic will 
MX* ttef* appeal to heart, ot 
GWm, * and »'«* bcn<* <?v»jr 

l}»qkwteds to avoid unoecet* 
•Sivy di'srteion IIJ fho ra»k» of 
thon» "wtio under the Sliep-
fee»d» ef the Clmreh wish to 
Ugh! tttfs good 'and peaceful 

•buttle ior Christ" 
t|j»tt *r« tlmw, howler, wben the very 

<*«•«•» of Ju»tlc# Itiell demand* that differ-
trtcei of opinion b« opewly and honwtly *lred 
no th« th#«Ulh, which alone can make iia free, 
may *v«»w«iy pr«v«u, this m our apology, 
It «n «poro«y b« ucedtd, for taking Issue j?uh-
lldy-and, for 0rtcoUMgl»,# other* to lake &«ue 
jpuWMy—'With the recent writings of a fellow 
prltir, tht ftev. EWWdl'd'A teller. C.6.C., direc-
tor of the BOTMU- of Eeenoraio Research, Unl> 
Vw»ity of IWr* P»me, 

I llncerely bellev*r-and our Blea Indicate 
thJt Opinion J» tbuiei) by nfiany othora— that 
JWh«r KtH*!1'* «5rJtlnj[» are serloualy hurting 
the 4IUM Of tht CmftolJe joclal movemcni In 
tht Unfted Stttr*. I <«W|f8«, therefore, that 
th* tlfflt haa com* for *H ol in who disagree 
with Fatfttt Keller to ««y io publicly, let the 
<?hlp* f*ll Wlt̂ ro thoy may, Otherwise our 
illent* mlglit" «jem to Indicate coiwent, and 
Wight thereby jwsrpettiate any harm growing 
Out ot hU Willing* 

* t • 
KATHXr; k t tx i l t ; l» committed to the 

OBl»lpjMh»yhf_«^aUffig«fillc(a» "tip not con-
clemh OUlf «6ndmkr tymem of free enterprise 
.NlJflfttt*J «l» a^#M| jp 

r Writo Now — To Italy! 

;JMMtOf'.Yoitiiir' 
peMliiu|rJE»'^y«^l(rii thtioi«id»tJon o» which 
t h . t f j a i l B i l : ^ ^ # j ^ t o d i ] f i f ftiwdjtL . 
M i i fn^ lwA: iRtifildlfhW^fcii-ti l ( our ftitli not 
Thtttfort, It tht pWitchlrtf of Paul and W* fellow 
MtWA;s iW^ ' i i1««t t jm- ln iH» hetrtt of «0. _/li oui-fikith in;th.«xtiurttctIon of all mtn on tht 
i^jjiniil^«fnpHar«: 

i# «rj 
tt«i oth#y po.wtr than 

.,--.-, „_--,„. ,._._ ^^^£fe- '*ny, »n«i(. today know 
I i r t r i d ^ iU Crtttor, can And tha ttiiwtr to tlia rlddla 

'~x iA(fM^')^l tA; '#g^'«1»«'<^i i «nyinin know 

ifetm ill, m* W0rt4 fho#l yjuuw itirvK •ddnd'thtir com* 
•*&«» imM&tsg « e * M lir Klitory, 

^^;'tthi^»^inliit|3ry training a* 
otct to impoia it on their 

xnoral foMndatlon to 
.... „, __.„ ,. _,„„.„ _, .,. ft ho mcana, In the 

! ! M # i ! y j & ! ^ i s a ^ ^ Chu«h.aiut Our 
•--^^^tymmwpi^ ^omM^MpiirpnMi the cncyclfcalrarr to 

lilting h* Interpreted an giving an nlmoart perfectly 
.., clttfl hiy ofjheattt̂ . lo. ihe> ^mprtca» economic 

-iiyal»fflrttflt'il^th««^'nloT».- bafn» it «ct«aliy 
operate* today. Thia Is a most unusual opin­
ion, tnd ont aharcd by hardly anyone clee -.vho 
has seriously studied the encycllcaia and at­
tempted to apply them to American conditions. 
Unusual or not, Farther Keller aeta out quite 
confidently to bolster his opinion by quoting 
extensively Jtrom the encyclicals themselves and 
from the 2940 statement of tho Bishops of the 
United States, 'The Church and tho Social 
prder." 

• ^^ f ^ l l ^ t i d t ^^^ 
ally distorts the meaning of these documents 
I will hot do him that Injustice. But I will «ay 

^ l^^ ' l ^wW^Sptv i t fon 

&jmt>m «t^ll ih» «yllsj 4h*t could to 
W . ^ ^ ^ ^ t ^ ^ ' ^ * ^ ' - ^ ^ ^ toovercomt 

:*M}#lUMi.9w*n tomiM witidott sgainsftlit poison 

thquibtMlea 

-«honMty compels me to say very forthrlghtly 
—that Father Keller Js curlo4»»ly lelectlve In his 
choice pf' pertinent quotations. Somehow or 
othtr hi neglect* lo tell «* abottt those very 

'•'ifnj^tlntietturcs'6'fniD Amedban economic 
-system whJeh canrtot be reconciled with Cath-
olio social teaching—those featurM. of the sys-

--tem~whleh-the--gr*at" MonataeTJorRyam, for ex­
ample, spent a vigorous lifetime attempting to 

- correct. 
Perhaps the moat flagrant example of Fa­

ther Keller's negligence In his complete failure 
to appraise the American system tn the lljrht 
of Plus XF* occupational group system-the 

. Industry Council system a§ H Is freqxiently re­
ferred to In the American vernacular. Certain-

• ~ ly*he»must-Teeognl» ftfitor. m has no business 
writing about .the encyclicals at alii that this 
Is the heart and soul of HIP Papal program for 
social reconstruction*. Why ho tails even io 
mention It, I And It nhaulutci) Impossible to 

.̂ -understand*»«• M. * •» - • 

Witr> 

WITJilN RKCEKT \VKEi5S Fsftiir Kellert 
. ^ .,,. ,. . central opinion as to the inertts of the American 

il«*detr#»fllbtglarV4p7tni^lind^uq|rtrfl1iilnf'—»eonomnniy8tiiif mmm Twn» <inwn. in effect, 
th* WOWl and.phytiqtl |if«go«rdt onP boyt Will '• , h* •Vinlon that Popc*Iieo XllI and Plus XI i_—it. ^* . , . ^. lG . t-. ; , * . . i . . * ^ ^ Ttottalkhif atotrt'thetrriliell States when 

„ ^ , ^ they v*tofe the social..encycllcaia) has been 

["Itnownirin tht late ww. Suicly tlte ideal of military ex-
etllsnet »ust indud* tĥ i Jdeal o | nteral excoUenea for alt 
ttty inert. , : 

Ut; our training inaks• our men testter Americans, better 
Ghfittiang, as ittnitke* fii*in better soiiers. Thm, we shall 
tombat tlte naaan tntmiei of fr^oro In the onlv wav that 
«*tt be accepUbla to fret AmeiiMis, tht way of Christian 
tttnarabbn of all oui? aoldlers for all the problems that face 
thsm today, 

falpnjt aiici tht Two Mwy'• 
s-^'^MS'i*01!"1*!L*?t *'.ut veiT#at|y on .Sunday morning 
gMrtut W iomh of Chiiat. Two \ 4 ^ ; « t o M l a r > i one 
f t ron t t ^ i >vere Very dear to ChrMj-all te\M4Uim verv 
•$S^^&^& N been 3gx$$m *lh ot 

^ & * * r 5 f e L J ^ &*hh b ^ t o ¥°'« t * b«wed dead 
C M . TmTai bousrht spices to tmm that dead ChHst, 
to compteto tht piepartftons for ptmwnent burial that 
<&&.«£*$/Pfe* m ^M*y by the near approach of the 
S S S a . ^ ^ F Wlwn, th« tnoraing aun Was al-
22^ a iar" s r* S " 1 1 ^ ^ * ber«» tht morning sun was al-
•efVtct to m-1tow m§ wvered and reverenctsd." Their 

'3SJ*5 t , l*?*5L^'*e*^ ,*h* i r P»«P*rt»tans were connected 
2 F * "l*-1?^*"**0, «*bit»ww were to honor in death- one 

, WJrtjm **if had to loved In Jife» 
K i ^

h f , M ^ ° f ? c > } *¥ fi0> c*u>* owt tJieir Purpose bf em-m^^ Christ abody, thwr ptfrelmse of spice was not 

ffl^SSL * ' *il^f*»"o? PKWmmelioTu .They were 

i&JFV**** * ^ ^ imUtent rolled backfttjtn its 

, 2 ?fr ̂  %Wi A ^ Qt God' «tea>«a i» wWtt̂ tnd seated 

w-^ j rr- •"« dJtdples and Pfeter that Christ was 
riten-and would *e* thtlivW'Gsfflee, |ft fulfillment of the 
ST?* He nad ntadt tb«m bef<«e Ws^eathv 

Salome and the twpyfrqfr\ %xHht$ffl women, Three 

«Niwcti#nj-liim 'w^en & ft^ j»jji% t<» accept th* 
^ i k " ^ - / * W t 0 tf» TeatU'wctioti.of Christ, 

, J L ^ J S t e ? ^ * ^ ) ? * ^ itstimoni- of̂  the open 
a f f l ^ - W ^ fe eorfcobo'Mtiott of that testimony. 

""tferJ* ««*0 «* * ptomiw that w« too 
b*l)jrivfltted to look uptm that 

asaTtW^SrST^I?**1^ «*****nlh haa t̂ en madt 
SSaSafcK tttl!gW,0,1*r*<* 4>Wto *«^ «»efi. Let lis 

i i?-a*»T'?5?i*^P f^ ^ ' * 5«» ̂ «Jf êpftrfe from 
g^wn^hjnb «H?,w.t'h 3oy in^tb* ^saaneotion of 

-•%!'% -^ .'i-r %4%^r'; JF?f 

known American priests, the Krv Cart Ucnsler 
of Seton UJH College SJHI tfe# R?v. WUllasn 
Smith, 8.J.. director of Ihe Crown llplrht* 
labor School In Brooklyn, and has been bitterly 
criticised by many others I n prnonmi corr*"-
spondenc<< with the writer nf th is column. It U 
to be hoped that the Smith a n d llenaler rebut 
tals may be reprinted soon In pamphlet form 
to offset the dsmage already cnused by the 
phenomenally wide distribution which Father 
Keller's aamphlet seems to b e enjoying. 

. .. JHeanwMe„for4he- -boneilt-of Uiose-who may 
not have read FaUier Hensler's vcr>- scholarly 
reply In the January Issue of The Catholic 
Educator, we reprint herewith his concluding 
sentences and give them, fo r whatever It ts 
worth, our own unqualified approval and sup­
port. "S'ather Keller . . . do«»s not ~prwe his 
trtsr fm- tmT Trtiiffit-^Sftfidftwey-'of-ilie •sucaiiwt 
American system of free enterprise Some of 
the graver abuses of capllailsm have been 
remedied In this country, but the essential de­
fect remains. American enterprise In the main 
holds to the creed of economic Individualism. 
which the encyclicals condemn as both anti-
Christian and anti-social. If w are to believe 
the champions ot fr*e enterprise, t h e ideal 
economic system is one in which each individual 
can pursue self-interest with a minimum of out­
side Interference, whether by government, labor 
unions, or any kind of orcwniaatlon that re-
sirtets economic freedom. T h e alternative t o 
such a system, we are told, i s some form o f 
collectivism and eventually s pottcc state. How-
to combat ideas of this ktnd Is the dlffleult task 
faced today by all who genuinely accept th» 
full encyclical teaching, and w a n t to s e « It ap­
plied to American economic l t fe . 

Father Heosler Is perfectly correct in stat­
ing, however reluctsntSy, thai this important 
task Is rfiade all the more difSeult bv clerical 
apologists for thepresen'c system. Father Kel­
ler, unfortunately, te one) or these apoloRtsti 
Wha are holding ap .the works—as witness, if 
additional evlefeice is needed, h i s anirt* (with 
pSctOgraans and all the other trappingsl In a 
wfir> tmn\l Issue of U » k wwigadhe. 

Do You Remember? 
$ itm&j&G&ftA 25, IS43 

Mar and r*gfj§fert pastors hasoajjht caisplate 
Eifges^ & Ummt .-&£, of ^wiipm Nsvtl 
rralnlnjE |iatton#fftSi(K3*d lte*rt Pw-Cathedral 

- and sent ||ev. Ciitarfet.J. Umma, pastor of St. 
Margaret MaJty» Chasei id ^s^son. Bishop 
Rtktt&y fpOM/aftteif Csihe^^i Mkas where 
Navy^nssa 'Hi t ts t«^ *mm-- father̂ LaKjauit, 

Al We S- 9t ft* Pabuok 

A Momentous 
Eleotion. 

JUST THREE WEEKS from this Easter 
Sunday, the Italian electorate will render a 

^momenJouiL deslsiPiL, w l i l d i . e i i h«~w i i i ,dam -
up the Good waters of Communism or apread 
them over the last remnants of western dem­
ocracy tn the Mediterranean area. 

Seldom, If ever, has there been a national 
election «o loaded with International repercus­
sions. 

The results will be important to the L'mtt ' 
States and other democracies. They «• 111 be 
of vita! concern to Soviet Russia and her 
satellites behind tho iron curtain. 

The Immediate Issue—control of the Italian 
government—Is far transcended by the tact 
that the ancient land of the Caesars whose 
pagan amphitheaters were sprinkled with the 
blood of Christian martyrs now becomes « 
great testing grounds for the twentieth cen­
tury clash between Christianity and atheistic 
Communism. 

COMMTMSM TItBrVES on discontent and* 
bleeds In chaos. Both discontent and chaos 
have been rampant In post war Italy «nd the 
promises of peace and plenty now seem like 
hollow mockeries to Italians uho somehow 
have managed to live with scarcely enough 
food, clothing and shelter to keep body and 
aoul together. 

Into this vorte.x of misery has come Com-
,munlsm. Up and dWn the Italian boot, agents 
of Soviet .Russia are working feverishly -to 
a^ing-the nation behind tnc tron cttrtaln wi lh-
augared promises. 

.And these aixen cans' of Communism are 
not falling on deaf ears. Throughout the entire 
peninsula. especiaUy thp Industrial north and 
the agricultural south, men and women hav<^ 
embraced this red doctrine largely on the theory 
that It can't be worse than the philosophy of a 
gosemment which has failed to teed, clothe 
or house them properly 

THERE THET ARE wrong tot thrrr is a 
great and abiding difference. Communism 
admits of no God despite claims to the con­
trary. 

bo serious is the threat of Communism that 
the Pope has le?d the entire Catholic Church 
In building up opposition to its inroads 

Never ha\e church leaders spoken so plain 
l\ on an Issue as In tnis case Only thu » r«>4< 
His Eminence, tugene Cardinal Tisseiant tf>id 

priests and parishioners of his archdiocese: 
"I think that no menace so great as atheis-

• Uo Communism- toas-«ver confronted "Christian' 
civilization." He added that, in his opinion, the 
choice of the voters was between God and 
Communism. 

LINED U P with the Catholic Church in this 
battle against Communism In Italy are the 
western allies in general and the United States 
In particular. 

The results of the Italian elections are bound 
to have a profound effect tn this cotrnrry and 
apparently np stone Is being lo ft unt urned in 
an effort to stem the red tide at the Italian 
polls. 

Secrelary Marshall has warned th * Italian 
people that they will be completely shut off 
from American aid If they turn to Commun­
ism. This warning was followed by a diplo­
matic move which put Russia on the defensive 
when the western powers urged a return of 
Trieste to Italy. 

All this has been topped off b\ mass ap­
peals to Americans of Italian descent to write 
theli relatives In th* old rountr> pointing out 
rtie critical aspect of the situation arid urging 
them to vote against Communlstir candidates. 

Underlying all these 'moves Is the sober 
realization of what we will be confronted with 
tr Italy Is swept into the red orbit of Com­
munism. It would mark a new h igh in the 
Russian advance toward empire-an advance 
that must be chfickcdLbelare i t ,1s too latXe. . 

THE WHOLE picture Is charged with a 
certain amount of drama as » e watch the op 
posing forces of Communism and Christianity 
girding for the struggle 

Here Is not just another country subject 
to SoMPt pressure This Is Italy the cultural 
flower of the Mediterranean and the very 
heart or that Christianity which Communism 
opposes. 

Here is a land, hallowed by the saints of 
Christ's Church, once again threatened by-
pagan hordes. And the same holy defiance 
which hurled back the foes of past centuries 
again echoes from the towers of the Vatican. 

With a confidence born of the conviction 
tha! their cause is just, these jpodern crusaders 
march forth to meet the foe May v. tory 
crown their banners' 

Just Between Us 
Christ's Pun 

Jesus certainly did not Intend 
to joke when He made His 
celebrated pun on tho name of 

his chief apos­
tle. St. Peter. 
It was rather 
a m a t t e r of 
emphasis, o f 
underscor I n g 
the si g n i f 1-
cance of. St. 
Peter's role In 
the organiza­
t ion founded 
by Jesus. 

B e f o r e he 
Peter's name had 

But Jesus look-
said: "Thou 
son of John; 

4 + + 

Fr. Cinder 
met Christ, 
been Simon. 
Ing upon him 
art Simon the 

until one day Jesus asks the 
apostles whether they believe 
He is God. 

"VVTiodo you say that I am?" 
Jesus asked them. 

Simon r>PfPr answered and 
sard "Thou are the Christ, 
the Son of the living God." 

And .lesus answprlng said to 
him. "Blessed art thou. Simon 
Bar-Jona. for flesh and blood 
has not r-evoaled this to thee, 
but my Father In heaven. And 
I say to thee, thou art Peter. 
and upon th is rock I will build 

By Father 
Gindcr 

my Church, alid the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against 
It. And I will give thee the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven; 
and whatever thou srvalt bind 
on earth shall be bound In 
heaven, and whatever thdti 
shaft loose on enrth shall fie 
loosed In heaven' (Slatthew 
IS. 17 19i. 

In other wonjs. 'Thou art 
the Rock, and upon th is Rock 
I will build my Churcrt." 

thou shalt be called Cephas 
I which interpreted is Peterl" 
Uohn 1. 42i. (Peter is Greek 
for "rock.") 

I-ATER ON, Jesus called 
James and John "Boanerges," 
or "Sons of Thunder." because 
they were strong-minded and 
impetuous. But poor S t Peter 
was anything but a rock In 
character, when w-e think of 
how he denied the Lord three 
Ureses. So tfee name could not 
have referred to h is character 
and temperament. 

W e are left in suspense about 
* « meaning ef thi« new name 

No Crucif ix-
No Classes 

Brussels - r < N C > — Removal 
of the crucifix f rom the class­
room of Use State Agricultural 
School at Nandrin, BelsrlMin. 
caused th* SI students there 
t» refuse t o attend^ claasea. 

Upon noticing t h e absence of 
MM eraelft* the boys failed1 to 
reenter the classroom after a 
receaw period. A spokeantan for 
the student* told school so-
thorltlea tha t they would re, 
turn If tt*e eruelfis wa» re­
stored. When the image was 

still not pn* h*0* ° " •** '",' 
lowing day the youths again 
«efaae4 I* « • * » ft** etaaaroow. 

Iff CHANGING Simon's 
name to "Rock" then, Jesus 
had reference not to has char­
acter but to his function as the 
foundation stone of Christ's 
Church. 

(This is the first t ime, in­
cidentally, that Jesus r*as used 
the word "Church'' in t i ic Gos­
pels. ) 

St Peter, by Christ's appoint­
ment, was carrying «£) as •* 
foundation stone, bearing the 
Key of the House of David— 
for these were two expressions 
saved by the prophets for the 
Messias alone (Isalas 38. IS; 
22, 22; I Peter 2, 6; Apocal­
ypse 3.7). 

In other words. St Peter ts 
appointed the earthly repre-
jentative at JJeads Christ, soon 
to ascend to HEs Father. 

i 

Ql. CjUlii Saufi: 
Religious Revival in France 

"Revival" is not the w/>rd. " Revolution" 
might express more accurat-eiy 'lite amazing 
turn religion Is taking in France. "Revival"', 
of course i s a less inflamma­
tory word. But here in Amer­
ica "Revival" conjures up the 
shades of Billy Sunday, o l 
Moody and Sankey. of emo­
tion, hysteria, of something 
pathological That's not what 
is taking place in France. 

Perhaps the word "revolu­
tion" is no better. Revolution 
connotes Woodshed. There w a s 
a Revolution In France 150 
years ago, and it turned out to Pr. Glllis 
be the most cruel episode of modern times ea-
cept the Russian Revolution ol 1917. 

But never mind the word. Call it renais­
sance, rebirth, rejuvenation, rehabili^ttion, or 
what you v/ill. The fact is that the Catholic 
faith has taken on new life in France. The 
Church Is trying some new experiments, or 
resuming some old ones. Very old. So old 
as to be primitive, apostolic. 

FOB EXA3IFLE: priests are going about 
In secular dress. Not aj> a disguise, because 
they are known to al l with whom they come 
in contact, but for a good and holy purpose 
they have discarded the caswock and the Roman 
collar. They dress like ordinary factory em­
ployee*. They go to work l ike the others in 
the morning, and work all day. Then they 
say Mass at night. At any moment of leisure, 
day or night, they talk religion to any fellow 
worker who cares to listen and administer the 
sacraments to those who seek them. When the 
priests have finls(.»d Mass in the evening they 
sit In with men and women. Catholics, atheists, 
communists, anyone and everyone, talking ra-
llgion or whatever e lse it. ts that thoir fellow 
workers wish to. discuss. They sing with the 
others, play an Innocent game of cards wi th 
them. In a word they identify themselves with 
the workers. 

The new plan (old plan revived) commenc­
ed in 1940 when their appeared a book entitled. 
"France a Mission Country." Thai t it le was a < 

•confession- and a challenge As a confession It 
must have been exlremely humiliating. France 
has always boasted of being "the oldest daugh­
ter of the Church" She claims an origin not 
from St. Remy In the 3th cVntury but from St. 
Dlonysius, St- . Martha and Lazarus In the first 
century. 

THROUGH THE AOES France has been a 
leader. There is an ancient phrase greats Del 
per Francos, "the works of God done by the 
French.-" • No--one-who knows the "history of" 
France or of the Church could deny that those 
works were magnificent. Among them was 
the evangelization of foreign lands. The French 
were for centuries perhaps the greatest of all 
missionaries to the heathen. That a French­
man, w-rlting under the guidance of Cardinal 
Archbishop of Paris, should now confess openly 
that France herself must be treated as a heath­
en country Is a great humiliation But. as the 
Psalmist Says, "It Is good that Thou. O God, 
hast humbled me." It Is stUJ better when one 
humbles himself. 

About the time that the book appeared 
there -was a survey by a committee, in the 
course of which they came upon the alarming 
fact that in one factory district there were 
only 35 persons who attended Mass out of a 
population of 80.000! Years ago in a South 
American city I learned that on'y about L20O 
people went to Mass In a parlon of 50,000 souls. 
That Is to say onl> that many wpnt to their 
parish church. Others may have gone else-
uhere. Even »o. the figures Ri\en by the 
pastor were horrifying But at Montreuil-sous-
Bols tn France the statistics are or were— 
much more scandalous. 

SO THE CLERGY and Hierarchy have come 
to, the conclusion thai, i t ts t ime to go -out-into 
the highways and by ways, into the fields and 
the shops, to the farms and the factories. Into 
boarding and lodging houses into places of 
recreation, into every spot where people con­
gregate. 

Cardinal Suhard of Paris, being concerned 
primarily but by no mernu exclusively with 
the population of his great archdiocese, releas­
ed, at first. 12 priests from parochial work, gave 
them permission to dress as laymen and work 
art a trade or in a factory Now there Is a 
seminary (at Ltsieux the home of the "Little 
Flower") for thP special training of students 
who when ordained will go to the most de-
Christtanized rural arpa<= of Kianre 

The movement seems, as I have « « H revo­
lutionary. But It Is n»t a romji.p'e no\el l \ . 
The apostles commenced to e\angeli7e the 
world In that same way. The Church in France 
seems to have come to the conclusion that we 
must start all over again to do what the 
apostles did The very fact that the Church 
can so renew her youth and take up again what 
perhaps she should never havp permitted to 
lapse, is one of the most hopeful phenomena 
of our day, or of any day 
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