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l’he Seven Last Words Echo Across the Centuries

5 . Is it mere earthly water? Nay, His plea
‘l'lu Fint Word - ' |

. Heard down from the reaches of eternity *
A re profound significance imparis;
« HBis cry is not for wxter, but mer’s hearts.
§ .

'l'he Fitth Word
My God My God, Why Hast Thou I"'orsaken Me?

A Ged forsaken? Yes, the Son of God
Who bdrought back Lazarus. and from a clod -
Had raised the widow's son reviving breath
In one already signed and sealed by death.
A God forsaken? Christ upon the tree -
Crying: “My God, Hast Thou forsaken Me?”
Rather, by God’s own children, Christ forsaken
Unto His Father's court their case has taken.

}’ndcﬂ tiny

knmv not what they do.”
, s hRve proved afew
nifess & et man:v ot that prayer,

# Breathed i Onlvary's fetid asr!
 forkive, They know not what they do,”
l!ﬁvllm: plm» lor me and you,

. ',ﬂm Seeond Word
mi Dl’l Thou Shalt Be With Me In Paradise

.- Ik seeond words & benlson conveyed, B
Ke ypealod sword of justice now ia stayed.
TM thief §¥ suatched from his impending doom
And Paradise 16 promised cre the tomb,
“Amen; saven, X say to thee this day,”
e lll{)l, WHAE onily God has power to say,
 %u Dieman, gasing with repentent eycs:
"!M shalt be with Mo, yes, in Paradise”

«0!0 hm' bty haug In snguish side by Side,
m; thisg behiolds Him glorified,
e ud Kudl ll(. Who ¢ould elinnge that grief
- Ta joy undqwlad for s wretched thicf,
. Re mercltui to all who fall and strsy,
.. Repwmber us; O lord, on our Inst day.

' The Third Word
| Womn, Behold Thy Son . . . Behold Thy Mother

* e whispers pow: “Woniun, behold thy son.”
Xro yoi the final course His blood has_run, .
s g Ust-provideHin ‘wicthse” with & dRtld— ’

And lso but_Jol "w hield, fhe

He W‘”’l % 1ot .'folm wfoné
nd dnth and resure Who hettd thon uandcr words. As from a throne

x x-all the world with  Enadued with mighty power from shove
tles and - oir s m‘“‘?r - _He mvu tg-us this token af his love.

- for IaU0Y it - “And she tnto the fut d, sho kne
’tbl ﬂith to ristionsatill o, things on em;: 1’3{: slt)flfr;’ou:d Ghsv: v;" do.
ok, & d humble cap-

For duty held her bound to earth onco more:
rd of inviutiox\to undortnkc The Mother of the Infant Church. Before
Patilok g‘nwemd hat vm lon,
Me did not murmur when they raised the tree Descends a pall through which no man can see.

Neér mind thero flashed tho hopos, the trials, the woes,
ﬂ!ﬂl l‘&\ f G g y““
hu 1t becanie
Th‘ Fourth Word And left Him hanging In His sgony. Now, Joseph, take the broken body down. .

But fn her Mart triumphant joy arose,
o e e ewom 2 And-piees SEmiArher Afn. Remove the crown
t; R e R e e A AW seems His. burning deeart will burst -
Sk e Pyt Srn ST R S et = . “ 0Of thorns that plerced that sacred blood-stained brow,
= *('ﬁr.- “’mt For quenching waters, and He cries: “1 thirst. In Abraham’s bosorn rests His spirit now.
: W“'t’ lﬂ°$h!1‘ 1o be a What quenching waters those for which He cries 8o, gently, in the tomb the Iimp form lay
4 Qno‘?':og“: }% mhd dtl’;)‘elgi“ In anguished tones that echo to the siiea? To walt the glorious Resurrection Day.
' mﬁn God’t vmtion.

He pleads Divine Omaipotence to siay

Its judgement when on that portentous day,

Sinful and shameful, naked and alone

Each soul shall stand before his Makers Throne.
Dear Christ, make us forever pure in heart

Lest we should hear those words: “Accursed, depart.”

The Sixth Word
It Is Finished

Now it ts finished. Consummatum est,

Perhaps her heart was calmed who loved Him best;
Since pain had brimmed the cup, perchance she bowed
Her anguished head and breathed to Heaven aloud

A grateful prayer to know the Child she bore

Could suffer of its bitterness no more.

Now, John consoles her with a son's caress,

And Magdalen's lips once more His bruised feet press.

Beck Pllate, now, what Claudia foretold;

Recall, ye scribes, the prophecies of old;

Beat, priests and people, beat your breasts and flee;
SHlink, Herod, trembling, slink to (mlilee,

A soldler, standing on the blood-stained sod,
Murmurs: “Indeed, This was the Son of God.”

£
1y out thelr
i) ‘?inufd n?d of.
ilx answerhig o th
yid *ﬁt?ﬁm in death as

The sﬁvenm Word
Father, Into Thy Hands I Commend My Spirit

Once called He “Abba’! Father!” Now He cries
With agony that rends the earth and skies;
“Into Thy Hands My Spirit I commend.”

The earth is fell to quake. It is the end. .
The temple's vell Is rent. Now saintly men, -+
Long dead, rise from the giave and walk agaln,
The rocks are moved over Calvar,

He did not moan when hands and feet were riven
By cruel nalls In pride and malice driven,

Of paln endured by human itlnd. the worst
Is summad up In the sgonizid “1 thirs."

: A , & Platonist. 1f he tries to be both he may_pro- ﬁﬁfﬁﬁ“;ﬁW;&?
. ——— A N gy st - a de-GChristianize ce
can e e . 4 » q‘w gw; ldn“tu:lc.ct‘:;:: personmly or at least a divided 4 #W gaq‘ in which 13,000 churches are presently without
. . e uallty. the ministrations of a priest. He certainly
i ﬂ\ﬂ“ﬂfﬁ“‘nwlﬁt ﬂ]‘ filw' nflma ‘ﬂ 3“ Hia ) N : i Ed | St. Thomas Aquinas indeed took tribute can't be talking about us or so we like to
% And. #OKYo ‘Uﬁnt thix Holy W“k;ﬁl Great - on-Sectarlan Education from both Aristitle and Plato. But what he Fiddlers Other Than Nero think.
F QA ) b}ibt - A few weeks ago 1 commenced, In this col-

made of thems was neither Aristotle nor Plato.

- TAYOXH A learned American priest was talking to & * * *
4 aloria can. sl\u. the urnn, to sky something about a pacticular idea It was Aquinas, When another Aquinas comes

il mmi p}x;twll l’axznim mm;c be overcomebin
n Ages gone by,

P o A AnAt Ohrist angd °
IK on e Soree ol i et o

or the fo right, ranews
paoples, a veturn of (!mﬁst’s {rce-

‘ ‘vf” the. ﬁ!\ltﬁd States Supreme Court
;&W\ itutional the uié of public schoola for in-
/ ) not inelude any prohibition of

‘imfruc&:n on released

A ) el
aditorial w}iieh 1d h .
sﬂﬂ% shaald h}:g?zgieia:&ef:: r:f

- far that editoyial ia from the tive
‘We belong to God not only on Sun-
: the wraek, Our knowledge of God,
im, oup mvica of mind and body,
Eor ioh of tire can be
G ’ [T imm '8 conatant blessing

Him we live-and niove and have our being.

- Glitly h Catholic school is the rational

. ~for-God-and-God’s con-

iﬁ“lsh 18 can not be had, no thinking

b o oo joeane Mcgebtinco of
i ould limit itse

t}m 'ﬂ«k. Suntiay i the Tord's Day: it

ihn week in Which, day is a day for

1518 ceardm o St. Matthew {s
i %hrist ‘s prophecy of

‘ ix‘mﬂu muntry and ftom al fhu containgd In G. K. Cheaterton's “\What's Wrong
with the World.”
as I had mentioned that title
I ylelded to the temptation to
dwell upon |t
that 1 didnt get around to the
particular idea I had ln mind.

In that little book (written
back in 1910) G.K.C,
& greal optimlist, found so much
wrong with the world that by
the time he got to page 233 . .
(Catholic  Masterpiece Serles,
. Sheed and War 1942, T5¢) he

Jreferred lo tho world situation as “this chaos.”

But tnow here speaks the optimist) he thought —out one of them
t the decision — -V could a#1l)_bripg order out of chaos. How?
By education. Old stuff?
. ~Everybody has satd 1t .
T~ BUr GG never uses old sluff without
When he recommenda educa-
tion as a cure for the evilz of the world, he
doesn’t mean what most of those who use that
overworked \vord mean.
They aspeak of "broad education”
narrowing education down.
ter, “The Need for Narrowing ~
thesis of educationalists is
dogmas are narrowing and hence crippling the
‘mind. Chestarton says’
find a creed and teach it.”
tarlan™ education. G K C. says "Education must
now be sectarian education

*r. Gillis

making it new,

» L]

NOR WILL HE

‘the educationist must

permut
this case probably a highly indignant objector
—-to say, “The Yellow is pleased to be para.
doxical; he ls induigwg ln his usual gymnas.
ties with phrases; he is trying to be ‘smart’
he cannot meun what he says, or if he does,

alohg. he may take Aquinas and sbmeone else
and make a third which will not be Aquinas
or the someene else, but himself. Somecone
with such stupendous genius may not come
today or tomorrow. We may have to wait for
him. The longer his coming s delayed the
more complicated will be the warld of learn-
inge It will be more difficult for him than it
was for St. Thomas 700 years ago to make a
aynthesads: that is to say, a combinatjon of other
philosophies and his own.

But as soon

So It happened

who was’

WHILE WE WAIT f{for that day we shall
. continue to have a chaos of conflicting opinions
in phllosophy and in science. We must plck
Tt we think to accept them
all, we shall be iike the fellow wvidualized by
Stephen Leacock who “jumped on his horse
and galloped off rgadly in all .directions:” To
fel)-the-3ruth- ¥t 4 precisely what most sgu-
cation is doing nowadays.

Now applying this te what is called “Ron
sectarian religion.” Are we to teach that God
fa, and as equally true that God is not? That
Christ s God and is not God? That there is
one Church of Christ and a handred Churches

Yes. old st\},(!

Quite the contrary.

He favors of Christ? That the Holy Eucharist is the

e heads his chap-  Real Presence and ia not the Real Presence?
The usual  Lhatthere isand that there ls not a future life”

that creeda snd That there 1a a heaven. a purgatory and a hell.

and that there Is a heaven but no purgatory and
-no-hell?

Right or wrong. true or false, good or bad,
the teaching must be of one set of truths and
not ol another. You cannot have both. Not
unless you acecpt the modern philesophy that

¢ good is bad, right 18 wrong, and true is false.
. : To avert that madness in himself and in his
pupil, the teacher must teach one thing as true
and ita opposite as false. That ls to say, the
teacher must be sectarian. Non-sectarian teach-
ing' ot religion or of anything else) is a psy-
chological crime. Rather it would be if it were
nol a paychological impossibility.

Others abhor “sec

the objector—Iin

group of us recently about what he had seen
and heard on the Continent of Europe during
the summer and lall ol 1947.
He had come to one central
conclusion upon which all of
his other conclusions hinged.
and apart from which they
were almost meaningless, he
thought.

'nless we undetstand. he
kept repeating. that the strug-
gle of the twentieth century,
and moure particularly the
fearful struggle of the present
moment. s a desperate strug-
gle by the forces of evill to

Fr. Higgins
capture the allegiance ol the Mmorking classes,

we knpw nothing at atl about the world in
which we hve a world which. if you can be-
Heve this morning’s newspaper. almost seems
1o e mmng or Turiner and pérhips AAAT
destruction.

A few days later there came across my
desk the English translation of Cardinal Su-
hard's famous Lenten Pastoral of 1947, which
is by all odds one of the most important reli-
gous dotuments o! the present generation.
The Cardinal Archbishop of Paris corroborates
the findings of our Ame.ican friend and under-
lines his central conclusion most emphatically.

“THE MODERN apostolate,” he says.
~while neglecting none, will be based especially
upon the working class The first reason for
this is that the laboring masses are particularly
tut off from the Church. and their evangeliza.
tion poses probiems which must be solved at
any cost i the twentieth 1s to return to Chnist
the crowds which the nineteenth century took
from Him. The second reason is that the
Church is too conscious of human dignity not
to encourage with enlightened sympathy the

‘elevation of the working class to its rightful

place in the nation ., . "
We are tempted by Satan of vourse!} lo per-

WHOM THE GODS destroy, they first make
blind. They make us blind to lhe fact—to cite
a flagrant example of our own deficlencies--
that we have within our bounddries 13,000,000
Negroes w ho are a dispussessed proletariat, {f
ever there was one, and who will be won to
the cause of Chnist ooly if and when American
Catholles help to snatch them from economic
slavery and 1aise them to the dignity of broth.
ers of Jesus Christ Whom the gods would
destroy, they also muake blind to the fact that
at times during the thuties we had as many
as 12,000,000 unemplosed n the United States
and that. to our national discredit, it was only

the recent war which finally gave us full em-
ptoyment.  The gods who would destroy us
would first

convinee us. in other words,
we are not at all like the rest of men.

We may argue. if we will, that conditions
are worse m France than they are in the
tted Staves OF course they are  Cond-
tions in France are inciedibly wogse than thev
ate in the Unilted States.  Nevertheless His
Holiness Pope Pius XII was tajking about the
United States as we!ll as spbout France and
Belgium and Naly when Fe said. even before
his elevation to the Papsey that “in the com-
plexity of the modern wourld the working classes
lake on a growing waportance, an importance
which it would be «<tupid and unjust to under-
estimate  The evient to which the represent-
atives of labor are penetrated with the pnnci-
ptes of the Gnspe! will dedide in large measure
the extent %o which the society of tomorrow
will be Christian ™

POYE PILS XII

that

and Cardinal Suhaid are

taik:ing principady of «ourwe about the super-
nacural apostolate  dbout the <alvation of souls
But even in the natural order the paramount
importance of the working lasses becomes

mare apparent every
in whih we find ourselves
the Communists directing
therr unscrupulous

hour of the critical days
Ta whom are
*heu altention and
propaganda® Whom are

e

TR

Y

they trying to convance. desperately and alto-
. gether dishones!ly. that the European Recovery
. ﬂ Qlt ‘th‘hy; ﬁiaislilst: Hia It is becauze he has permitted his mind to be ust Betw.en U' Program is the tool of Wall Street nmperialism".’
ied ’Sai-.r Atnent, gives m‘mggﬁ of subjugated by religion, and at that a sectarian ™ 1 A By Father | Principally the poor and the dispossessed. who
religlon.” o can most easily b suaded that th 4
Hes u}wﬁpam to go out into ﬁxe gmy shouldrt tool themseives | GG ost Important Apostle ++ + Ginder hothing 10 lose but ther poverty Y Nave

ny. " N EIVeS. o > i red
ho hktﬁ’lﬁmphl‘ﬁu@ut owent into wARN't tr)‘m? to be smart. He was smart with- One might be tempted to think Arst’to be called by Jesus. away? i:non  Peter therefore rﬁoin:énimmma;:ixslf Sz:;;]gotc ”;:wa;tliggslag?l;
Whed; seourged, crowfed with | out trying—so soiEit that beside him smart It Was St. John, the Beloved Dis- — answered. ‘Lord. to whom shall , thig side of the “iron curtalm.” that they
 Pilnte to the death of the | Deople were stupid. He meant exactly what ©'Ple. who lay with his head on  His name comes up so often we go® Thou hast words of have thus far spurned the overtures of the
; Gllvary‘ He dies after ] he sald and what's more he proved ft. -He g:r :, otr «:’ls probably because he was 1he everiasting life. and we have Russians and are struggling herotcally to re-

Bub-evon inHis death, He shows |  ahowd that no matter what kind of educatt ast At the spokesman of the apostles. Again come to believe and to know that !ain their democratic freedoms.

Son of God. you week-veligious, philosophical mientiﬂon the Supper a0d and again it is he who first nds Thou art the Christ. th® Son of ’
% followed Pilate's permis-|  pryctieat “wlth . tie with Jeeqs his volce In speaking for the God. ‘ ARE JHE REST Of s prvjared 1o help
) as you}muw how." Tlléy pray C —you are conlronted with a multitude le with Jesus tweive. r0d. 7 them? If we are. we «an prove it ‘oniy by
neets the tomb they set their :flte:!nt::’:h::ul?;tw d:1 “"Y You st choose one :I‘lsm?ieatht}r:e ;{ "BEHOlh." we have left ajl and - lending our full support .oday 1t may be too
X ude. You may know them all

things seatire, 'ﬁnexr work was |

#ﬁ@ﬁ w:th what they had
» dishonored before the
- they cone to Pilate.
gised . He.

but you will prefer sne. Chesterton says with

Catvary. Dear followed thee.” — That was St

There are many,
logues between Jesus and St.

many® dia-

late tomorrow) lo a radical program of social

his usanl amplificstion, “out of all vils throng

of theoriex education must somehow select a
theory; out of sl these thundering volces It

est to O,u r- Peter.
L.ord,, perhaps,

important,
There is an

Fr. Ginder

“Lord, dost thou speak this Peter.

but not most Parabie for us or for all anke"' miracle on his behalf.

—S8t. Peter agair.
“Lord, how often

Our Lord works many a
We think

of how Jésus let Peter walk on
shall my the waters, of the n#fraculous

reconstruction - a dermoccatic program around
which the working classes of the world can
rally hopefuily as a symbol of human dignity
and decency.

Those of us who have already been partial-

must manage to hedr a voltee; out «af all this amazing indication of this in the brother sin against me, and I catch of fish, of the money pro-

ly blinded by the gods af destruction to the
meagjng of the present crisis—those of us who

vided for the local tax-collector.

awul and Achmg battle of Winding Ughts it frequency with which the vard torgive m':f?”

. . Peter's mother-in-law was the are not yet convinced of the necessity o! radi-
Must manage aomehow to trace and track a ous aposties are mentioned in  PERMAPS HIS most beautiful first person to be healed by cal socfal and economic reforms-—are urged, it
camp ed tar” the four Gospels and the Acts, Words—words which have since Jesus. In fact, whenever Jesus only lforn Yi:;;u' selcilpre»er\,auon to 'ponder
& hﬁh . . L] . .
x . arted f Christians was in Capharnum, He seems to  prayeriully e concluding pages of Martj
ﬁfemb. thelr | .8t Jehn is mentioned 29 times, Somiorted millions of ¢ in

—tvere . to have stayed at St. Peter’'s house

TOPUT IT more prosaically, a teather can.  But 8t Peter comes in more than Jesus atig:ktine :ge;‘?s;:gs; on (see. lorye;nstanm Matthew 18,
‘not:feath his pupll ali theories as equally true. 190 time—a differcnce of 61, the Holy Communion. Many of 2¢: Mark 2l ff: 322 f1; T17).
In astronomy he must, for example, teach Why was St Pator 50 impor-ant? the disciples had gone away, un-  These are only a few of the
ither the Prolemaie systern or the Copernlean; Another striklng fact is that willing to believe that Jesus reasons that lead scholars to
- itt biglogy, either the Darwinian or th antiDar St. Peter’s name stapds first on could give them His flesh to eat conclude that Simon Peter, the
. winlkn, A¥ the old saying goes, every child

every list of the aposties to be and His blood to drink. fisherman. was the chief and
Jorn jnts the werld s either an Arhtumnan or of all the aposties, he was the

Ebon’s recent analysis of the present position of
worid Communism. The Communists, he tells
us. nave a head start: "With the Communists
out in front. and. the socialists and Catholic
parties competing for second place, interna-
tional business interests seem io be promenad-
ing along the ftrack. earnestiy dnscussmg yes.
terday's stock market ﬁuctuatiom
“While Rome burns .

found In the Seripcures, In fact, “Jesus therefore sald to the most important of Christ’s
tweive, Do you also wish to go twelve.
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