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A ftttt onderotaiHiln*; at the howpftif-^fc 
lent «s* fce oktslne* ft«n *W» statement «rf »** 
Br. Key. MMnrfgaar fait* ©'Grady, tecjfettiy. 
of Sfstionai commute of cstitoiie C*aritM»* 
betow the Jowrt Congressional Committee on 
Housjin*;. •li3ri|e jfes* follow*J 

TOUgie interested In Ow aacl&'a*|Hect*,ef 
housing concerned' tbemsefres etcluppdiy m * 
mtnSkr «f years wit|s families tljatt wereytilMg 
to ply the tegular 
nu)t» that private in-
duttry was compelled 
to cbafge fer hoUSihg 
n i e e t l D g mlwlmum 
•tajuSaros o f decency. 

people engaged in 
social welfare found 
ml l l lom of t&**e f«m-
files. Hying i n clef erior. 
a ted' sub-standard and 

. unsttnltary homing in 
the s lum aeettons &t 
our efties, They didn't 
see much hope of Im­
proving the sutndara 
of liJCe of these fami­
lies i f something wa* 
not dojie t o Improve 
their l iving condition*. 
They recognised thai 
fafoUp-life w a s very i|L<.„i i,i.i-i„ i 
dJAJctfitIf no t IropoMi- Mag*, t raraay 

.bieJSnt i h g j e i l ^ o n f c j a which the-slum dwellers 
MtfticF 4fioffia«Iy«|. 

At tney studied the experience of their fore-
boars, they found that many remedies had 
been Applied t o relieve tho problems of the stum 
dweller*. Cities hAd tried regulation of houalng 
condittoni. Efforts had been made to Interest 
people in Inventing their capital at lower rates 
of return. T«x competition had tieen tried. But 
all theaw remedies old not prove effeottve. 

THOSE WHO WERE concerned about tho 
houjtng of alurh dwellers (Inaliy concluded that 
their bestt Immediate hope w&» municipal hous­
ing. T h e y soon found."however, that citiea could 

,4tnt^^4fej^,fst£f«JliKmt: f(jdcr«(t assUtanee. They 
!fouhd"ffiat in order to make housing available 
for people who could not pay the regular econ­
omic rates, w e must have a federal subsidy 

between the 
e can 

pay and tho cost of building and operating the 
housing units in which they live. 

Low income groups found a beginning to 
the realization of their Ideals In the U. S. Hous­
ing Act of 1937. Sponsors of housing for fam­
ilies of l ow income wanted to see the program 
developed until it included ail those who could 
not pay •condrnic rents. The original leader* In 

• t» -«"- —m-i- T- -- i .- - r 4 - - , --jr -v- .-t , , , , _ „ the movement also wanted to look ahead to the 
i * i t h h«* ehtldrtn. ym lovi VixmtAm faith to God s .vg&wafrj*j>jgm^^ 

The Housing Crisis of 1948 — America's Burning Question 

fesMCkna Now so aeWoni Wakes 
.With Hfh«t#«orapfMfmf togm<& tmtfe m«y tW» be ««id 

Ub^WmdSi^tmh, % W m r of liberty is hw 

f T i R fiSSofflM J#i|! m # t My that 
nt«KM up thrwworfty to # * & # # « « whm countries. 
RiiMl« h u denied her p«p1a freedom, and now site denies 

ISSSmSSllS mmmn^^Mmy wMm down to l ! B K % m tomakA &m, -mm &*& moat 
priests wflf l ihuntid down,;wilfMmifct*a^th, by them 

Iifl»*whto to-whelhThfy *r« tntrM,- ( Awhbtahop StepJnac 
HW aoon Ittwi in Jtajfhtwfor «?MiikI*» ffllow clturchnien 

-?*jray-<h»*^*y'«oon «omt ivlrtn «6« « « N | W j ^ ^ _ 

^Wm flit Sortie* fivtn to th«tn by God. Rug/la must not' 
#bi»rinftte^topWtoffthtfr»4iatoiMonairfterw^ . . . M1 , iu _J1„ K __ 

TOBSSS^ w and ,h0 co,t °'buf ld lng Md 0,,erflUn 

f tkMi ipokt Oflt to the world » mmm ?| ttniom on thto 
f day in 17$f JIW^ it* m«a»«gt b» *cp«ittse44oday In the name 
^ua^kt^JlN^for i i in 
|leiMtar« StaiMUy 

t h « Church of God i* movad by tovf in all h«r dealinge 

xuy ra^f~gahat»?»V ^ o t l i bmtlg tb tho«» ing for the lowest third of the population they 
(Wit*. iMMn l»0P» in HUM ChrJat and i n t i l t powar o f I l l s had not only a problem of shelter housing, but 
rtdewptio* Our ah* cail for *<>fi!0w, for wp«ntanc«, for »i»o» , tmt social P»weni 
urpiatioil . A U W b j t d o p 4 ^ l « » e a f 0 r t h f M ^ U » l n i i f t h e y h o p * They knew that Inevhabt? they would be 
^wOy*ti i*. Soirt# poiuSJwt iu^|rt»crib#d by « » C h u w | ^ _ ^ " * J ^ V ^ 

l a tjsWt '•katisLJM * u l T ^ ^ - ^ ^ ^ t J ^ - ^ ^ n t ^ k M M w a ^ K g ^ ^ ^ r o t f l r K e ^ ^ y r ^ ^ Uielr entire manner of 

tthua uSmot ttar faithful t iv* l a w f u l th iap «ach M ^ ^ r hout°-'m^1 ne<xiiti^ raM, »u the lr 

>4U»d tiquot am) attatidanca at ghowa, to ptfnlali them-
i f o r th« iteaa wh*jt»vtheir will hiw gtm out aftar un* 
J•ffijftff• »•.- • '* - "' 

^'IrlaMjevpJilt^jU)^ 
* a «t i i aaan , the a - n m trf.Lant, * day dedicated to joy 

t te«L Laatara jButtday «awoh all to r»joice in Cod'i 
mt In God'i marey and pardon, and. fo tompar the 

„ _ • Jawa of sftttan obaarVanca by pitting aaide the aom-
' Mitpk for ih« xoaaroolotad Maax veatminta, by permit* 
| vaaeat of flow*** on the altar, by allowing greater use of 
(OtrattdurinjrlftMuiandVeipawi. 

May oar ipirit Of joy on this Laetare Sunday remind aof thf joy and happlnegg the Lord would havo us enjoy in 
tha day* we f Iva to Hfa aeryiee. 

family problema. In other words, low rent hous­
i n g management and operation presents aito-
aether different problems from management of 
apartment houses on the ordinary commercial 
basis. 

Sub-cp 

[Th* Amt l t in R«d Cross 
Th'r«ifh«it tha cxiuntry this week is dedicated to the 

ilng o f ^ n d a for tha Junaifieaii NatfQaatJBcd-Gsola, 
•"•-*• Uta^ |wM>*J»^*a3di^^ 

^ZX-ftMa-^wd^eattesiaatie-gath 
^ ^ r e ? ^ ^ * ^ ^ ^ n , i ^ f e M ^ ^ ? % i K f e 

^Mm^mm^T^rmm: Wnir^ra<^n3u¥ef« of the 
r«**iro|sp •Omea. General Curtis presided. - iBlihop Koar-
•^mf^m^fSSiSit& n̂o eampsijBi to the generosity of all 
li^ft^irective ttteani of enabling tlte Red Cross to care 
f WloJMbat&HMi on behalf of all men who suffer the 
™ ^ „,.. Jfe*dMa|jfayoaa» tornado*, and other 'disasters; 

a^M«rJ V|o«lM*of tritafttr effects of World War II. 
|?|^|fe Rjehfrter District will raise the amount required 
|^*m«i^f^pe^ttja4i thta una«),-stikndin«r cooperation of ail 
p to -pC«tr« for theft to^thren, who exempUfy their 
^Mig^^mfekdonation they make to the Red Cross. 
I ^ ^ W t i ^ ft caSJ<f#tb&olaJLciuldwav-ol^<^ Mr to«itliiC th« Signi 
I S C ^ t t ^ f « » dealing With intelligent people. Hk words 
i ^ P l , W « « B Bfte«>» His signs wiade a deep Impression 
W^fW^.,«e^aa«* tite.v wera^witnessing His miracles 

the Siclt, they were eager t6 be xvitlt Him. WP 
18^3$^]^ ]$W* the roads- of the villages, they 
l^nf Wide the, villages to b© near Him, Even when 
f f M 8 * neighborhood of tlte great city of Galilee, 
W l W a y r a * traveled to the other side of tho Lake 
W f # \ W -%m. Aombers, tlwsy followed rtim. 
'm!M^3^^^^ prleaehing from any other, 
ffl0tyk&#9- f êjwfed.such signs as He plaeed before 
W$W%S®1M& l*JWjto,m»B. JmttA words of grace, 
f^6iifc*i|pt^hit;*o ciear^ maVkad Jessi* as one sent by 

- %haps tlie nearness of the-si eat Feast of the Pass-
• W ftimd nnnew depths of religious feeitnr in then 
Motet the Jpjwrtory of God's goodness to then nation in 
Wdtng- iheniin^ the passover fronr ttio llgypt of their 
Wait 1*4 *tAsm$ captivity, to tU land, of promise, w ŝ 
*O&MJ |Oba erophasiEed on this great dav wh,en m praver 
and w^wttonial foastitti* they would go bad over all tlie 
•Ngenta Jii that jttonoua *v»nt, They recalled the pass-

"*" horn* ^a^rewiah tieopla IfaMfat '/passoVer" 
|wouW taOfuwi death for thfe oldeai ao,h, tm would 

• ^ ' ' W ^ ^ W W r t faxtv y«»r*1n tlie 
' IbtoitfMtte^to.th* f onused land. 

wjtMBiaed /another s%r by Jesus 
Mmm^teml^Sxait fdr a hungry-
awoimtwooration of iheijusrreatFeaaL 
» i y ^ » w*ra multiplied W *l>o W»a4 
-****•** rflfn bwides vsomeji sand <M4 

_. ^jdj, thay krfew^od^ power in>: 
^ 9 i ^ M f i ^ a c l e » - o f Christ tttafe< 
iaa<Sod'sSon. 

' k.,r,iM,?, ,,r,^ i 

Of apptsij^upt^y 2,73ft(^0 dweitingffc There are 
^ M t ^ S ^ e o i o I t a r r o and non-farm natural tarn-
i f ie^it^b 4re doableil up with others, or iive i n 
K?03mhig;;|ie«8«*. «ouri»t cabins, and ttatters. 

Wfr^O^sv o.f «n*r«e, that nuoiibcES of young 
families. diS ^ « f t Weontfnue Hving with; their 
relfjlyes. Wjuniea children feel the respowiWi-

. i t y for tiler ie«re OJE their Aged parents and amy -
iliejrefere w*«t JBO live with their parents, but 
these according t o the bew e s t i m a t e s do not 
aceount for more than one-third of the doubled 
tip families, which means that two-thirds o f 
Jjjsss or about Z,&35f<m, really want homes o f 
the ir own and cannot find them. 

In addition to meeting the actuaJ housing 
needs of families that the .doubled up, we must 
m a k e a certain allowance of at least 3% for 
vacancies -fbr sale or rent. This fr essential bi 
ofder to take care of the movem^n? of people, 
whfeh Is s o essential tor the flexibility of an 
industrial civilization like ours. 

Housing and Prices 
One of the greatest difficulties that' the 

people of the ^United States have run Into in 
meeting their'housing problems has been the 
tendency of Congress to deal with housing 
piecemeal a s emergencies- arise rather than leg­
islate for a lortg range housing program. 

T h e housing situation In the United States 
has been acute for a long time. It has'been acute 
all through the 30's, honoe it Is that we have 
bUflt up a backlog of housing needs year by 
'̂Car and we've acted Is if every year presented 

a n e w and a critical .situation. 
About a year and a rxtif ugo, Congress 

launched out Into an emergency program for 
veteran's housing. It appropriated about $445,-
000,000 to bullij temporary housing lor veter­
ans. Day by day, these Inadequate houses are 

housing. Evert If we do assume for a moment 
that a family can pay 25%, we find that the 
N e w Orleans family will still have to(earn S188 

; a month and ihe Washington family will h a v e 
*s S ^ r e . S2S8 a month in order to secure 

. proper housing. 

AS WE LOOK over the figures for the - 34 
cities of the United States in which the Bureau 
of. Labor Statistics studjed city workers' fam­
ily budgets, one would be safe In concluding 

.that any family of four people with an Income 
of less than 13300 a year on the average, in our 
large urban centers, cannot afford minimum 
standard housing being provided by private en­
terprise. All this shows the need for revision 
of our estimate of low income families. On the 
ail over national average, families with in­
comes of less than $2000 a year and up to 
53200 cannot hope to obtain adequate housing. 

In some Instances in large urban centers 
families with incomes up to 53400 annually m a y 
weU be. termed low-income families. Obviously 
we thi]$k In terms of public low-rent housing a s 
we have known it under the terms of the U. S. 
Housing Act of 1937. If these families are to b e 
aided, public assistance is required. While cer­
tain elements of private enterprise have sug­
gested they be subsidized, either directly o r , 
through rent certificates it i s unthinkable lha 
private enterprise would In the long run xub-
scribe to the necessary regulation to which i t 
would have to submit if the public Interest was 
to be protected. The alternative is nifblle; low-
rent housing which has won its s jWs in Amer­
ican economic, social and governmental life. 

Cooperative Mousing 
A. very Important payf of the Taft-EUender-

Wagner program wajr this provision for co­
operative housing, ^cooperatives coujd receive 

building of the new housing units on their out-
. skirts.' The use of raw land on the outskirts ol 

the cities will of course fcring many problems. 
Wage earners w£fl not want to spend a large 
part o f their day in going bagfc and forth to 
work. * In the new developments, moreover, 
plans must be made for utilities such as streets, 
sidewalks, water, light and sewerage. 

The-planning of pubiie housing developmen 
on the-edges of our cities w£U Tjot' meajyThe 
abandonment of the original ideas of developing 
the old slum areas. The modern idjyeannot 
keep on expanding its limits intiefhtfteiy while 
it is deteriorating at its center. I fmust be con­
stantly planning not only new^developments on 
the outskirts, but also for thp^jedeveiopment of 
i t s downtown areas. It wU^need to do this not 
only as a matter of gooir business but also for 
the general welfare oL4ts people. Their blighted 
areas are a serlousjfazard to the health, to the 
morals, to the family life of their citizens. 

A limbed Part of Housing 
All fhe~ discussions o/ housing programs 

under/their proposed Taft-Ellender-Wagner BUI 
assume that only 10' t of the entire housing pro-

m will be public housing and 90% will oe 
lone by private capital. The provisions of the 

bill ^assume throughout that both the federal 
gov^nmient and the local communities will be 
concerned about the entire housing program. 

They will be concerned not only with the 
providing of housing for the lowest third of the 
population, but also they will be concerned 
about .the provision of decent housing and de­
cent neighborhood conditions for all the people. 
Thls--4S part of the interest of government in the 
welfare of the people as a whole. 

HOME, LOCATKD In one of Rochester's congested; areas, dramatize* America's acute need 
adequate housfnsf and highlights Monslgnor O'Grady'a contention that the need for adequate 

''hnualnjr, "Is one of tp« great social questions of our time." In the accompanying article Monslg­
nor Otlrady calls attention to the relationship between good housing and family life. "Hous­

ing,*" .he asserts, "la closAfy bound up with the family life and traditions of the -country." 

t m » « U ' 0 K T OP Senator Taffs 
mllteo o n Housing and Urban Redcvelop/tient, 
and Ister of (he Senate Banking and currency 
Committee, brought those who had been Inter­
es ted In t h e social aspects ol housing to a part­
i n g oi tfa» ways. Heretofore, t h e x h a d been in­
terested i n housing solely from/the standpoint 
o f the poor who could not pnv/renta adequate to 
obtain a minimum of decent shelter. 
. Now their attention hy&illod to the fact that 
there are large grounjr In the population for 
whom private enterprise is unable to provide 
adequate shelter apa whoso Incomes are much 
above those of the very poor. 

&n*lx*i? T*f,t'f CwnnrfttECAt tm Senate-Spe^ 
"£&rX?utnrjrIlfie* of Postwar Planning had not 
TBought o f bringing government directly in to 

around certain suggested changes in the Na­
tional Housing Act of 1931 and the Lotted 
States Housing Act of 1937 it advocated R 
longer period of mortgage amortization and 
lower interest rates as a means of lowering 
housing costs for home ownership and rental 
housing. 

THK COMJUTTKlj recognized that it was 
through fiscal aids of this nature that,tangible 
results In reducing costs to the consumer could 
most surely be obtained. At the samp time, it 
recognized. tiR.basic .Importaiiee^of eapitat cost 
reduction and that fiscal aids provided had to 
be combined with Incentives to produce cost 
reduction. Alio In recognition of the need for 
capital cost reduction, a program of necessary 
technical research was recommended. The Com­
mittee a lso advocated a guaranteed >ield of 
2%'-r to 4*% for those having large units of 
capital tor which they were seeking long term 
Investment, using such funds (or rental housing 

In it« recommendation for urban redevelop­
ment, the Senate Sub-committee and the Taft-
liilcnder-Wagner bill entered into a field In 
Which those Interested In the social aspects of 
housing \ v » « dtrectjy Mmcerned. 

The Corrunittee's recommendation would pro­
vide federal assistance to cities to help meet 
the difference between the present value of the 
land to be cleared and its value for purposes 
of rebuilding along lines consistent with sound 
community development. Specifically, the bill 
provides that the federal government should 

^pay jwo-thirds at the cost of, the difference 
between this present use o f the land and its 
value for some rebuilding. 

Present Crisis in Mousing 
Since the war, housing h a s beealonl the out-

stsjpdl&g s o c i a l a s * eeenearfe nroalerns of the 
asUb'A- There- to n o topic that Has been more 

federally" tUsoussea throughout the country. 
tare la n o m hitW'hich the people o l the Nation ' 

h t v * a ntor* intense interest. It has been stud­
ied by ,* number o f Congressional committees 
una, varjous national- giaups, including the vet> 
eraas' brgaj^t tansv i # e apen( largo sums o f . 
mortey in frying t o devise a solution for the 
acttte housing situation, 

Wherever one g o e s throughout the country, 
V;ori«V ilndsi a **al*hojf page of housing. How often 

does one. heaar it said "It is realty impossible to 
. find&a.hd^se in'this town?" One hears this in 
.MaSioWtti l a s wett as in the large cities, and 
4|S"^fittrreaa 'housing- shortage, « * have ipter-

\v«ys and; .-asaa* -of dear 

. ^tod«scr^t i t^ i iouaW^iSi 
ot saetofti -figure* ws itisd a i&aaag* 

^ 

becoming to look more and more like new 
shuns The chances are that thry will be with 
u s for a long time to come. Most people now 
retogntiP that it would be Tiurh better for cs 
if >vo had spent this effort on getting a long 
range program under wa> 

As another emergency measure Concress 
resurrocted Title fi of the .National Housing 
Act. which had been helpful in aivcleiaUng 
nouslng construction during the m i , 

IT O A V E ^ l T n o i H T X : to the Federal Horn-
•b*<g AdrntmwraTIofi fô  adopt a more realistic 
view In denllQR with i Islng property values It 
provided foi i o v m interest, .rates-and i& & 
degree 'ft arcHr-rnfrrl the'building or rental 
housing. Congress al.vi adopted such emergency 
measures as the allocation of scarce materials 
for house construction, premium payments for 
'he production of « a u v building materials, and 
a Ruaianteed market f• »r prefabricated houses. 

Those who are intn rated In housing pro­
grams for ihe American people now find them­
selves in Ihe same position as the) were two 
years ago They sun ha\c the program on 
which they Joined Ihetr forces two years a g o 
Along the wa> they havr spent a considerable 
amount. LU their effort m dealing with emer­
gent) situations Therm an- onl> two funda­
mental dlfterencT-s between Ihe situation of two 
years ago and the situation in which advocates 
of housing pivgrams loi the people find them­
selves !nda> 

The situation toda> it even more acute be­
cause the coruttna lion late has been less than 
that requited to men the housing needs occa-
sionedbv the'reestabltshmelit of families which 
were separated dunng the war. let alone catch 
up with the accumulated needs that have been 
building up throughout the years. The second 
difference between the present situation and 
that of two )eafs ago is the change in 4he 
price level. 

Changes in the Price Level 
Ai-cof-ding to the Huieau <>t l^tbor Statist us . 

there has been an al lo\er increase of 6-t . in 
the cost of living' m the I'nited States since the 
war. This must bring about ati entire change 
In thcVflgures b> which we measure low income 
famill'^. Several ryears ago We believed tNat 
families receiving under $1,000 a year could not 
pay economic rents. 

In the large centers of population, we might 
'have upped it to S1.30O or StiSOO a year, but 
now ouY figures' have changed entirely. !&iw w e 
would certainly resrard a low Income family as, 
one earning S3.0OO to $2,400 a year. 

t According to recent studies ol the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics Cm the city worker's family 
budget, wftlch covered 34 cities in the United 
States, rent of minimum standard houses and 
apartments of five rooms In^June. 1947, ranged 
front a low of $<M5 a year in New Orleans to a 
high of $536 in Washington, l! tha cost of furn­
ishings and bo.usehold operations is included, 
the cost varied between $600 a year In New 
Orleans to $S70 In Washington or. 547 to $72 -eat 
t monthly basis. * 

On the basis of these, figures, a family in 
N e w Orleans would have to earn $233 a month 
in order te secure deeeht housing, and a family 
la Washington should secure $3K1 a month. I n 
estimates, It Is generally assumed that all our 

- tftfa&s ijaSeate that a famiiy cannot realty 
alfaeSTfa p a y more than SO^i of i t s income ior-

loans up to 90'-* ol the value of the property. 
They also could secure long term -mortgages of 
40 years at Interest rates of 3^' , Many people 
havo been raising- the question as to whether 
this constituted adequate provision. They be­
lieve that one doesn't set up a cooperative pro­
gram merely by providing for the loaning ot 
funds to them. One needs to provide a great 
many other Incentives for their development. 

It is essential to provide the education and 
leadership necessary lor the development of co­
operatives. It i s Important also- Va OTfToHntf 
them with the necessary safe guards .so that 
they do not become purely business prganjza- . 

- 4*His.- ^eooptrSHvcs- fcirmof strr%rtve~ as' purely 
business organizations. 

They need the spiritual qualities of unselfish 
ness, ability and willingness of individuals to 
make sacrifices, one for the other, real particl- , 
patlon on the part of the members. In a word, 
they need a real spirit of brotherhood This 
means a truly unselfish leadership. Successful 
cooperatives usually radiate the spirit of one 
or more truly consecrated jjeople. 

Public Housing Objectives 
The Senate Sub-Committee on Housing and 

L'rban Redevelopment estimated that we would 
need 1,250,000 houses a year for the next ten 
years in order to take care of existing needs and 
to take care of the backlog that had accumulat­
ed Wer preceding years Of the total number 
of units constructed, the Committee believed 
that 10'f should be' in the form of subsidized 
housing for low income groups. 

This should provide for 135.00() public hons 
ing units fbr each year. (Such pruvision was 
rndde'vTor only four years.) There Is a good 
deal of question now as to whether the number 
of public housing units recommended by the 
Committee Is adequate to meet the existing 
needs of low Income groups. There undoubtedly 
has been a tendency to underestimate the needs 
of low- income groups in the housing field One 

•would be safe in saying that our objeettve In the 
building of public low rent housing units should 
be Increased from 125.000 to 225,000 units a year. 

The original Ideal of the pioneers In the pub­
lic housing movement y.as the building of new-
housing units on the present slum sites. They 
wanted to eliminate the slums and build new-
housing units to take their place. At the same 
time they wanted the new houses constructed in 
such a way as to provide adequate space for 
recreation, for schools and churches, and for the 
other facilities that are necessary for decent 
home and community life. Families in the 
slums were compelled to live under very unsani­
tary conditions. They lived In very congested 
quarters. There was hardly any place for play, 
or any other community activities. Under the 
new program, therefore, it would not be possi­
ble to house Tfe same ntwnberof families in 
the same aresr 

Many families %*ould have to be moved out 
of the area entirely. The enormous cast of land 
in . the slum areas of certain Anierican cities 
made It very difficult to attain this Ideal. In the 
new ;<ousing projects, we therefore still find a 
erea; deal of. congestion While conditions of 
<.%. irse are very much better than m the slums, 
they are still tar from' Ideal 

I N PBOVltolNG HOUSING for. tow income 
groups within'the n e x t ^ w ' v-ears^ more si t ies 

-Br-^a» United States ~wW want to plan for the 

' -A 

THOSE WHO ARE interested in public hous­
ing as well as those who are Interested In pri­
vate building will be interested IQ_ urban rede­
velopment. Most of the land thai would be 
cleared in the downtown areas of our cities 
under the provisions of the bill would be rede­
veloped by private capital Private cnpli-|| j-. rK.| 

---inteiESteorin buihSng houses "in the present slum 
areas, much as It would like to do so The costs 
of the land are too high and netghboi hood con­
ditions are entircl) untalisfarloi) 

- Tiiose -who are'interested In housing for low 
income groups want to see private capllal pro­
vide for the needs of all I'toups In the popula­
tion. During the past >eo,, private enterprise 
has started about HtiO.OOO housing units. At this 
rate, it will take a number of years before It 
catches up with the large backlog not to speak 
of replacing the six to seven million houses that 
are really not fit for human habitation. 

It la a well known fact that very *ew houses 
IrLihit JVorth-are-behiir built a t (he present time 
for less than $8000. In the South and far West, 
in milder climates, this figure Is somewhat less. 
This means that they aie being built for fam­
ilies with incomes of more than S4000. It means 
that they are built very largely for the upper 
25', of the population. The fact that .BrlVflla 
enterprise IS'ftoT c*Vefmg"ai"large an area in 
the housing field as we might expect, should 
not Induce us to give up hope. Private enter­
prise needs more tools to help it reach further 
down In the income scales. It must bo helped 
to find new ways and means of reducing the 
cost of house construction by more liberal credit, 
by lower Interest rates, by guaranteed yield, by 
tho development of newer techniques, by new 
labor saving devices. 

Rental Housing 
In planning a housing program one must 

think net only of ownership but also of rentals 
The constant movement of population in our 
country and the fact thai many families should 
not undertake the rial, of home-ownership com­
pels large numbers ol people to depend on ren­
tal housing 

in periods of rising prices an ever increasing 
number of people cannoi afford to buy houses. 
In order to meet the needs of the people, rental 

- hottsing; has i n J9e,.consirucied m targe •vottrme 
with a large capital investment. It must also 
be available at prices which peopie are able to 

_i4jay.^kinder; t i je^eeent esJeflSfen o f Title £ T»f 
Ihe National Housing Ait of lil'M the FrlA 
should be able to give coi. iderabie incentive to 
the development of rental housing The guaran­
teed yield provision of the Taft Ellender Wagner 
Bill would fhake a far reaching contribution to 
the development of large ,ia!e rental hous.ng 

The pattern foi large scale rental housing 
has already been set. at least partially, by some 
of the .housing projects promoted b> the large 
Insurance companies but even this has been at 
rents too high for our more moderate income 
families. There is great need for a very large 
developmen! in this field if adequate provision 
is going to be made for the housing needs of 
the American' people 

Community Relations 
A very wholesome relationship has been de­

veloped between the federal government ^nd 
the various local communities under ihe I" S 
Hous.ng Act of l!..TT The planning, a. tual i on 
struction and management of these projeii-. 
have been done b> the local housing authonties 
The role of the federal government has been 
limited to technical assistance and advice and 
the granting of loans and payments of annual 
contributions as rent subsidies. 

Actually, most of the housing authorities no 
longer need federal- loans Thev are- able to 
float their own bonds .The locai governments 
give tax exemptions and also provide the neces­
sary utilities. Except for New York State. 
State governments have not entered into the 
*4«M «f F , . i h l l r Wnncln<T t o r I m v !T>er.me £rO'JT?5. u r l u \ . i f*,»«...s- »-— —— .-e, - - - • r. r 
Some states like Illinois. New Jersey. Massa­
chusetts and California, have made limited pro­
visions for veterans' housing 

A Question For All 
Housing Is not merely a question for a few 

specialists or a few government officials, or a 
few business groups. It is the concern of all the 
people. The providing of adequate housing 
especially for the lowest third of our population 
i s one of the great social questions of our time. 
I t Is a question that should appeal to all groups. 
I t should have a spe*al appeal for all the great 
religious bodies of our country: 

Housing is closely bound up with the family 
l ife and traditions of the countrv Proper hous­
ing Is fundamental in the life of the family T'.ie 
family needs decent quarters for the upbringing 
o f its children. It needs an environment in 

, which proper familv life is possible. Ail croups 
hi our communities should give moi>e and rm.ic 
attention t o the relationship of g'>od housing to 
family life. This should 'je a matter for discus-

, siim-inall45om«u8>itjjm4<etlBgsr-m-all tbe-eduea-
tionai institutions of thi» lands. 
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