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The listory which b written dutng the
hpﬂ 3 dayn may will settle the course of
U wvents for this smmion-»fun better ar for

'mm years age today. s powerfyl coalition
tf natlons was podaed to strike the il blows
m:m tho énerny 4 Europe ansd Asia. 'roday
" that alllancy, boen of wirlime necsulty. is
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* In e slead whe havo & spllt among the vie

* tore with Soviet Rumia and her sjelites of
- Kaaters Europe bm ons toraer &and thy Uniteq
- Stags and me nations of Wentstn Birope (n
ansthen Cermang. out into four zonm by et
; cOnQuerors, almoat has ccased fo oxlit as 2
N

Diuring the war, the United Natlons marched
te Battle on a high nols of batter things to
come {nh tomorrow’s worlds  Nearly three yewrs
after, both victors and vanquished o latge seo
tors of the workd, are caugh: In g vicdous ece-
nomie crlde which hing donted them the very
bmd by which they must live.

Spared the Rorrors of war, e Unilcd States
atam a3 the Coloamu of the west. [nstead of
the arsenalof dermocracy. this wation of ours
. has becomo'the brewd basket of demotracy with
*lsrally millons of thy worlds hungry snd
sixiving deppnding on o food for swicnance

But even in this comtrv.of oure with its
Emitlear wealth and Golglven resowrees, all §s
aot m'll. Our own cconomy hax been upma
fnto an inflatloaary wili and :be ceilng appar-
ently is not yot n sight. R
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‘!’Im LONDON CONIERENCE o! an!gn
Ministek biew up in sharp disagreoment bee
wWieen ussh and the western powors. /Tt ex-
plodnk Cand for ull the myth hat the
Soviet Unlon kas a xincere desire to bring soe.
Ue& comlitiony to x chiotle wordd

It folt thy tinim Satlons &= 8 shél) of the
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A New Year
Of Deeision

. Amerlean ald Into direct conflict with the chal
" lenge of Communism and it» studled tactics o
ledtl Weatern Furope frsto the Soviet arbit
through the creation af artificlal turmafl

CThere 8 no questian But that 1648 will wir
tiessa showdown hetweep Ruata and the United
Statey with the Sarshail Pian as the imrsediate
ssue. Whilp the United States must do overy-
thing possible for an ntefligent appiteation of
this plan to reliove world {lla, the "% can
be expected to make an equr} effort to scuttle 1.

UNFORTUNATELY THME actus} operation
of the Marahall Plap awails legsiatfve action

A congressional haltle of historte propon
tions laowks whin thin lssue comes Up-for dehate
Thero should be a general agroement on the
need for such sid but, strange to say. poserful
o§)pc£fkm ta devaloping to the very kiem of the
plan.

Disagreement on the amount of the eventua!

wditure and it ¢ftect on our econcmmy (A

expected. Yot over «wnd above thin ts the
m typre of srpuments against the whole plan
as pre-war ixolatlonists used In oppusing arme
ment efforts

The best tase for tre Marshall Plan was
preseiited By former secredary af aar Henry L
Stimson tn a recent magazine article when he
wrole}

"The Lrmmediate and pressing chaflenee o
our befief in freedom and prosperity Is in West
ern Europe. Here are people who have tradition
ally shared cur faith in human dignity These
are the nktions by whose citirens our land wae
settled and in whose tradition our civilizntion Is
rogted. They are threatenred by Communiam -
but only. because of the dark shadows cast by
the hopelessness, hunger and feer that bhave
been the xftermath of the Naz war Commu
niam or no Communism, menace or no menace,
it Is atr simple duty 43 neighbors to take a
genevous part In holping these great peoples to
help then ae

ADD TO THE Marshail Plan, the utter neces
sity of Balting the inflationacy spiral at home.
Mix with the presidentinl election snd you Frave
threr salient peasons why 1948 fruly loomns as
2 yoar of decidon,
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D, Gillid Says:

Winning By Running Away?

No regular reader of this column needs '
be told that | dap't faver prize Aghitng o s
spare | bave more than onco vented my vicws
af that sordid bustnesa To call
it even a business is to give
it too much credit. “B
is & repytable word
Gghting is a tacker DBut as
our Saviour did not dladain to
take an example and teach 8
tesxon from the scetions of ‘he
unjust stoward, 1 suppnse we
may reter to prize fighting 'n
order to put over an ldea

In tho recent encounter be
tween Joo Louis and Jersey Joe

Fr. Gillls

Walcot!. a very smcelly declsion was given 1
favor of the “internationally famous woslds
champion” tas the grandiloquent announcer Ip-

troduced him!). After the “Champ” had been
jolly well pummeled and presumably lcked, be
was tsolrted from the reporters for some 20
minutes to be coached and rehesrse? In what
he would say to the press. The kports wrhiers
being admitted, Joe recited his Uitle plece “How
could Walcptt win running awaz”™?

fi's a good line and § beg leave to borrow
! to convey an ldea that has been expressmt,
in much pwre dignified phraaing. by Peter M.
chaels in his “Deslgns for Cluistian Living~
The tdea i3 that we Catholics cannoct wtn our
fight with the world {f we run away or even
if we stand still, Somcope remarked, after
Joe Louis had spoken his plece, that what he
sald was not true.  “He forgets” sald & colum
JEL who must beve fancied-himscif aiso g or
‘expert on milltary matters, “he forgety tmt e
greatest batie (n bistory (the hattle of Stan,
grad) was won by running sway.” .

THAT WRITER SHOULD have stuck to the
lore of the ring. In the battle of Stalingrad
there swvere two phases.  First the Russtans
backed away Such was their strateg)y But
when they had the Gorman army spread out
thin over a thousend milos of territory--unta-
milixe and hostile territory the Russians
turned and drove their pursuers back to whae
tkey bad started--and further. 1t the Rusm
sians had kept on rumiing they would have
. been pushed over tiie mountains, ocross the
" plains and Into the,ocean.

No, you cannot win funning away  Nettae
can you win standing still. Two pugll sts mag
stand toe to toe tn the middle of tho ring and
“stug It out” bdbut presently one backs anayp
and the other follouws pp presses hord and
delivers &« haymaker of even & KO to the
TUnneT away.

[ ] * L]

AND NOW LET'S ge! out of the murky,
malodorous A ere of the prize ring and
tre how Paler Naels exprosses tihe same
ldex In move appropriate terminology. He says:

“The Catholic Church has been aceused of
always belng one revolution behind the times,
Thig is not rue of the Church ltsslf, &rimniy
not of the modern Popes. It can well be said,
however. of the niasses of the laity. They are
one, possibly twe or three. tevolutions bebind
the times They think tn terms of keeping
themseives uncontaminaied, whon they shoud
be thinking in teriss of making the world holy,
They think In terms of defending ‘e Chureh,

when they should be thinking of econquertin
the warid”® e ¢

Defending the Chureh may be compared o

breking away or. at best. standding  ofill To

No prophet had forgiven sips, SOBGMET thy world requires more sgzressive
ot ofe whe clslmed o be God. put Jesus forgave them, and o

taction.  Even if we could stand tm %
exchange blows with the \mﬁd
couid get would be a draw.

toe ang
best wh
t the Church

d@nd Catholles belfove that our priests Is not hsihiswermtcmamw. Wo agp

here to win, To put it By other terms. Cathé
Helty t& pol static byt dyvnamis, To uw even
ohd more mictaphor. the Catdwlic Church @
ok a “Dulwark” against thix or tiat of sofme
thing eise: a bulwark xgaimdt sthelsm, or Come

Sllsmmmwm&yem MUniaTE, o secularism, of noopaganiem. or tme
agrinet Hiin, “Who oan forgive moralizmm. A& bulwark staods st sather it sbin
sins, but God along™? They heavy on the growtd  The Chusch doesn’t
. toeant Eat, as guilt is iRl
it was well %0d good to -ay, "Thy
wns ute forgiven Mee” But who

sthnid or sit. IF moves on
T * (%

IT XEOVES ON. We cannot be cantent with
teiding olr own. Wemmwmm Ow
efponets &ﬂm"mm
wold  *apogtolie”
have agyh emn
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