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11U vufiMttti in p«Mlnt that no better text 
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•peeler- of lotnlituriftrtlam wherwvtr » govern-
tnent «tt«mpU to comlwt an emergency with 
emei'«ac» rncatureit It ta probshiy sa eaag-
gtrotfan fo rty that the private eiitcrprlM sys­
tem has lc» to fwtv from hostile foreign propa-
tanrtn than it has from those whq i r e cither 
unable or unwilling to gfatn the tac% that if 
taat aystem Is to cntiEure and thrive fcn normal 
times, then II must be saved front ttoe unnat 
ttral strains mid atrcMra of war »«d othw 
nailnnal pmcrjtenclcs, as well as tvnrra tt» own 
bsccssps, wtileb have a wuj' ot manifestir»s 
themstilvx«s on »tieh occasions." 

WT1ES VOU nfcAlt in mind. lnefUentall>. 
, that tho Thiws, Just a few short moaths ROW. 

vvna In favor of eliminating priee control. I t s 
current warning against enwHonal oseflnltlons 
of freedom becomes alt the marc ntsnlflcnnt-

Stll] another advertisement on freedom 
might appropriately quote fiwn a rewnt state­
ment of the Social Action Department, National 
Calholle Welfare Conference, in favor at amond-
tn|! the Pair Labor Standards Act. Ttsc Social 
Action Department 1» In favor of freedom; but 
it doesn't believe that ireedom H tndlvlslble 
If this meann U»t minimum WHRC tes^alation, 
b> Mnterfeiing" with the freedom ol the mar­
ket place, is an attack on freedom of religion. 
ft docs believe that freedom t» indivisible If 
this means that ft mai> may hmve Atatdom o.f 
religion ttnd still not be a free n\»n If he i» 
eamittB only 40 cents an hour. 

In abort, let us haw more mfretlhenscnts o » 
freedom, the morA the better. Rttt Hi « s 
Indicate Ami % Wtle more jireoti^ly what w-e 
mean by freedost. J^t m bV mote »p*«inc. 
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some people itoop t > bar the 
rtrme of flod fron pubbc 
school classroom* In amazing 

TheJD Intflvtrtualji use the 
llmc-wnrn nr j : u men i s of 
crmrclMUatr ippatrotton to m&&M, 
Utelr Intolemnc* which at limes 
border* o n the very brlnK of 
Mgoirj. 

The htUt few da>i brought 
•tins tmtltm (BCI* to tmce with 
tmm IncWents which we might 
wfll rxpect cooia happen btuy 
in the fodWu vrxatca of Sovet 
ItiiMla. But, no. ilwy look 
piaco rljrht In oar own countrv 
and appear lo bo the natural 
conjequenw.i of a fanatical 
aacuUtrlam which has cripped 
American life 

In Washington, the Suprmne 
Court of the United State) list 
encd- to attornpys for the 
daughter of a Rochester Free­
thinker ash that the present 
practice of allowing public 
acftool pupil* a tew minutes 
each week to receive religious 
Instruction bo forbidden. 

In New York, an assistant 
school superintendent. Isaac 
RQdergcc by name, prohibited 
the pupils of 23 Brooklyn 
sa&aaJs Crejri singing Christmas 
carols containing references to 
the NaUvily and staging Yule-
tide celebrations which might 
have religious significance. 

TIIE REASOmNd in both 
rawM run* along 'tnr.germislv 
parallel lines, ft cannot be 
lerwiptl nnti-Cnlhollr nnfl Pro 
le«tant or antl-Jewlsh tt tran­
scends set-tartan lines and l>e 
comes anti-Oo<l 

In the Suprcrrw Court argu 
menl. counsel for Mrs. Vincent 
MeCollum mnintalneil that her 
son, James Terry MeCollum. 

• suffered pmbarrassroent and 

an 

rldlfruln because he was the 
only child in his room in a 
Champaign. III., public school 
who did not participate to re 
llgicms Instruction classes con 
ducrpd In thr RCIIOO) 

These classes wrre spon 
aored Oj a Council of ItcUglous 
iiducration, comprising Protes­
tant. Cathoiic and JewUh rep-
respittailvea which sent teach 
ers of Its own choosing into 
en elehiencsry and one Junior 
high school* to conduct relig 
lous Instruction classes tot 
SO minutes once each week. 

Counsel for »he local school 
boar*l told the Supreme Court 
thai this practice was well 
vvlUitn the specification. ot the 
HII] of Rights, that all creeds 
ucrc equal under Its opc?ra-
tlun and that no j - e was com­
pelled 10 attend these classes 
against his wishes. Then the 
counsel addtod rather stgnifl 
canity. 

"me Constitution forbids 
preferment of ono religion over 
anotlser. This doea not mean 
tho gwflrnment cannot support 
religion 0n a basis of equalitj." 

To bolster his argument on 
this point, tbe school board 
lawyer pointed! to the ga:v©rn-
ment pollc> ot emptying chap­
lains of various faiths In the 
r.rmed fcrce*. 

. Tt*e evvntful decision on this 
ense ts most Important to fu­
ture allcmpts to inculcate at 
least some religion In puhlic. 
school p ,pll.*. No one should 
begrudge a growing child n 
moaslv to of the :«l.fl») mln 
tiles in a «pek to Team some 
ihtnc of hi* spiritual life. 

Tllfi CHRISTMAS rami ban 
follow s, to a dog.-cc. the reas­
oning of the plaintiffs In the 
Champaign case. 

No Chrlitmai 
Carols Allowed 
Assistant Superintendent Btl-

dersee, who is described as a 
member of the Jewish faith, 
said he issued his order be­
cause songs of Christian and 
Jewish significance have been 
sung In schools of recent >cats 
and ~ha\c given offense to 
those of the opposite ruth.-

We think Mr. Bildersee la 
wrong tn hJs aasumptlon and 
we further believe that he docs 
not reflect the general attitude 
of members of the Jewish farth 
on this subject. 

What WDuJtl a medle> of 
Christinas carols be without the 
hallowed mi*sir of •Silent 
Night• and ^O, Come All Ye 
Faithful"» As a matter Of 
fact Christmas becomes a pret­
ty hollow festival when > ou di­
vorce Christ from Its observ­
ance 

In our youth we knew quite a 
few Jewish boys and often 
swapped talk about our reli­
gious festivals. At Christmas 
time we took them Into our 
homes, showed them the tree, 
the Christmas crib and the 
presents we received. And. 
now and then. If memory serves 
us correctly we sang Christmas 
t*arols. 

We don't think these Jewish 
boys found that practice offen­
sive. They have since grown 
to manhood, occupy responsi­
ble positions and have devel­
oped a splendid tolerance which 
perhaps was bom In those 
Christmas celebrations of yes-
t crycur 

And what about another Jew 
tsh hoy. Irving Berlin- by name: 
who gave the nation a prayer 
which shone brightly through 
the dark days of the last war? 

Would Mr Bllderree clamp 
a ban on the rendition of "God 
Bless America"? 

-Just Between Us 

Qospelt Are God's Biography + + + 
By Father 
Ginder 

We know that we have souls 
made by a Creator whom we 
call God and this <3od is In-

telllg c a t . A 
man can learn 
that much by 
just using his 
wits. But it 
God Is intelli­
gent. He can 
s p e a k to us; 
* n tl i f He 
m a d e - t h e 
earth there's 
n o t h i n g to 

FV. GltHle* b e e p Kim 
from coming drawn and wnlk-
mg on It 

A jy$ a matter of Xaei. God has 
not only spoken t o us, bat Me 

,. has 50»6 fiavm hi person, 
oT&i$n$ fife message along 
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arethw «l«i lived In the Near 
East 1S00 >-ears agd^ Three of 
those men died rather than dia-
OVMI the truth of what they had 
put down, and the fourth man, 

Je^vs, Irish Get 
Negroes a Bus 
Csnaden, JUss.—(St)-A bus 

to transport Jfcgro ytrangsters 
between their tHHiies and 
SacriHi Heart School, here, has 
been ehmated ta the tnslltoiian 
by » eroup «f M 4iews end sm 
trishns*n from Broolslyn. N- V. 

The bus was accepted by the 
Rev, 3a. Andrew Lawrence, erf 
the Sessionary Serr»nt» of the 
Stoat Holy T&m$t aurector of 
uf the school, the gftt fulfilled 
a pru«ilse whtdi th* group of 
13 tne«» mad* last spring afler 
they learned of the work' be­
ing d$*>6 among un«terpriv«*«-
ed Ne*ro elOidrcn *» this sec­
tion o»* Htssifaalppl. 

Iftfe httSj, «hlth earrtesi 48 
t#ase«Mpr% a»ke a trip of 48 
•ndles -«*fh mornliur to pleat ap 
" stewlcnts. and atftother *s-

though he escaped alive, was 
thrust fatto boClns oB for re­
fusing to.deny ftia story. 

-TUB ENKJUES of Jesus (and 
He has many) have had a 
great time trying to wriggle 
out from under the facts set 
e*o\Vn la the Gospels, Their 
tins of argument nearly always 
follows the same pattern: They 
admit that Jesus worked won­
ders but. while.in early days 
they ustssaily said He was a 
magician or used wiichcraft. 
It's more fashionable now to 
say that He worked His cures 
by mental suggestion of psyehl 
aerj'. 
* Tlte stranjje thing about that 
charge Is that It always sounds 
very likely until we get close 
up to ft. 

We've already m n ho\»* the 
Gospel writers, pat down Just 
ivnat taey had beard and wit« 
nesscd. Their writings were 
tafeen at face value by the rest, 
by the men who had drun& the 
w*ter*rnade»wine- »J Cantv by 
the ruen who had seejt* Jt«*0s , 
waiidttf OQ th® sea. ot f^ljee.-., 
AD| these people, or m»»y of 

«toTy»-*aa wm fUBmm <$tsm 
mtekJfak M iaMe,. fiefloii* or 
«^wi« p**ateftyt 

rr. G*J1J« 

' Vmbmim ISt«r|f>ody 
Mfam if W«r toe I tfficd m$ eoJmna as 

ttt»«dUda*fitara tsoofc r#**i«. I al^il m& d» «o 
mm timwfa iwr$s«p» tn mm reader* wjtai f 

- tm *tmt to $*y ssay mma* ti> 
be * o#wypatli>rs of m» iw»k 
tmlmefm- prero*»tive, Rtet j&# 
b o ^ of «*tkrj 1 a®e*is l» oot a 
BOS* btit pm«if mm hoc*, tu 
hewfc of twoso*#l*f l ie Bible. No 
ette€t»N«rjewtJfcea2hg&. One 
eta mSff recommend it, mid 
timftiwhrnt I mm tm «toing. 
r * « 3 thi» U not * book review. 
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. 3«ore Kp«mcm.ny, what I 
have is asind mm to r»com-
mend It m ptrtlcsdariy useful and beautiful 
edition of tits Book of P»anio*, pfepatred by 
Father Joawph a Frey, succesaor to the late 
lamented Father Stedmaa. Being mysself an 
earnest adrvocsie o f the u*e of the Paates by 
the tally, atstd raving on hundreds of occasions 
urged the people to make the Psalms part of 
their dally sptrltaaal fare, I am happy now to 
say that thJs new arrangement, titled "$fy Daily 
Psalm Book." Is in ail respects the most attrac­
tive and most nearly Ideal edition I lave ever 
seen In English 'or tn any other language) of 
the greatest of aB books of prayer. 

How much that book baa sccaot to t;,e 
ChrUrtlan people fand indeed to a!! who love 
great literature) has been eloquently expressed 
tn Rowland Pratfcero'8 classic worlc "The 
Psalms In Human Life."* He commence* In 
th» exalted strain 

"ABOVK THE COLCH of Davtd, according 
to Rabblnteal tradition, there hurt* a harp. The 
midnight breeze, sa tt rippled over the strings, 
made such music that the poet-king wsa con­
strained to rise from his bed, and; til) the dawn 
flushed the eastern skies, he wedded words to 
the strain*. The poetry of that tradition la 
condensed in the sayuig that the Book of 
Psalms contains the whole music of the heart 
of man. swept by the hand of his Maker, la 
it are gathered the lyrical burst of his tender­
ness, the moan of his penitence, the pathos ot 
his sorrow, the triumph of his victory, the de­
spair of his defeat, the firmness of his confi­
dence, the rapture of his assured hope . . . 
In It are collected 'sunrise and sunset birth and 
death, promise and fulfillment—the whole dra­
ma of humanity.' "* 

Prothero continues. "The Psalms are a mir­
ror In whlc*> each man sees the motions of his 
own aotU . . . They utter the ordinary experi­
ences, the familiar thoughts of .men; but they 
give to theae a width of range, an Intensity, a 
depth, and an elevation, which transcend the 
capacity of the most gifted. 

They tramalaic into speech the spiritual pas­
sion of the loftiest genius; they also utter, with 
the beauty born of truth and simplicity, and 
with exact agreement between the feeling and 
the expression, the Inarticulate and humble 
longings of the Unlettered peasant. So it Is 
• hot. In every country, the language of the 
Psalms has become part of the dally life of. 
nations, passing Into their proverbs, mingling 
with their conversation, and used at every crit­
ical stage of existence " 

THOUSANDS OF KqCAlXf enthusiastic and 
• eloquent testtinionlesr to the beauty of the 

Psalms might be culled from the wrltlngrs of 
saints, poets, moralists and men of letters. Yet 
some Catholics, strange to say, have grown up 
with the notion that the Psalms are somehow 
more appropriate to Protestant than to Catholic 
worship. Some of our less well-Instructed breth­
ren even speak of "Psalm singing" with such 
an Inflection as to convey contempt. 

Such persons should read In St. Augustlne'i 
•Confessions,"* the reference to psalm singing by 
the congregation In the Cathedral at Mlland In 
St Ambrose's time, the fifth century. Also it 
might interest them to know that In Palestine 
In St. Jerome's day. and tmder his guidance, 
there was a group of holy women neaded by 
Paula and Eustochluro—antecedents to our com­
munities of maw and sisters—who learned He 
brew In order the better to understand the 
Psalms, 

One of them, Pauia. wrote to her sUicr who 
had remained tn Rome: "The ploughman, lean 
tag on his plough-handle, sings tn them his 
praises to God; the sweating reaper llgJjtens 
his labors with the chanting of the Psalms; 
the vtoe-dresaer, as he prunes his vines, raises 
ono of the songs of David. The Psalms are our 
poetry, our love-songs, our pastorate, our Imple­
ments of husbandry-' " 

THAT WAS |>' the latter hall of the fourth 
century; but in the first three centuries, while 
the Christians were still in the catacombs, their 
chief and favorite prayer was the Psalms. All 
through the ages ontll today, the liturgy of 
the Church <that Is to say the Divine Office 
and Masst has consisted largely ol the Psalms. 

In recent years successful attempts have 
been made to re-acQualnt the Catholic people 
with this priceless treasure of their inheritance. 
The most recent presentation of the Psalms -
and, if Ijnay say so with due deference to all 
others, the most attractive to type, paper, Ulus 
frations, suggestions for use, and in general 
format—la the one just off the press.' 

if all who read this column were to accept 
my advice, procure for themselves and for their 
friends "My Dally Psalm Book" and use it 
habitually (as they surely will once they see it), 
I shall feel that 1 nave done a priestly and 
apostolic work In writing tM» wttrasisttie rec­
ommendation- . s 

•"My Daily Psalm Bookw" arranged by Fa­
ther Frey, Coafraternlty of the PresiouS-igood, 
5300 Fort Hainlltnn Parkway, Brookly* 19, 
N. Y. Artboard, 65 cents; dure cutflusa, 90 
center black Morocco, 3173. 

Christmas Amnesty 
* The Tathesr ot the hatnaan race* 

The birtlBiaty of HBs Son to grace. 
Would sin in every soul edlace. 

Accept this amnesty divtae; 
From sin t o Christ the ttadte teefiae; 
Let.peace in yon with Joy comWftc. 
Forsake whatever*s mean and vSe: 
Resume wtiat yota forgot awhile,. 
That you may wear a OHrEsttnas sffiBe. 

—HSOTBOKK W&mm PATRICK 
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Mary Wonders | 
•"feat % .tilse feist '-«£ &»&* ram 
Shsffidd tJtas be dS*l^)tM.«$..'6ed£s, graee 
A o 4 W , ^ m ' ltt*Wa*$» fettatl 
Is m « t'haafel C*K understand.'* 
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