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apalist confasing freedom with lionme,
1t b suggested in passing that no better text

- could b M fot anch an advirelonxent than

the il & ph of an editerid which ap
pe!md {n Vew York Times, Noveanber 18:
.. It 18 10 be hoped that we will be spared
the anguizshed ceiis of those who ralse the
specter of totalitarianism whenever a  goverw
ment attempis to combat an emogency with
emergency measires, It {a probably no exag-
gerailon to say that the private entorpriso ays-
tem has loss to fedr {rom hostile forlgn propa-
gands than it has from those why are clther
unable or unwilling to giwsp the fack that of
that system  to endure and theive to normal
times, then it must be saved fron the unnat.
ural stralns and stresses of war &rid other
national emorgencles, as well as frame its onn
bxcesgea. which have a way of manilesting
themsolves on such occasions,”
. * »

WHEN YOU BEAR {n mind, hefgdentally.

.that the Times, just a fow short moraths

was in favor of eliminating price coratrol,

Teurrent warning ageinst emotional defnitlons

of freedom boecomies all the mare signifcant.

Sl another advertisement o freedom
might appropriately quote from a icent stale-
ment of the Social Action Dopartment, National
Catholle Welfare Contevence, in fave of amend-
ng the Falr Labm‘ Standavds Act. Tixe Socind
Action Bepartmaiit s tn fvor of ficecom; but
t doesn’t belleve that freedom B jrdivisible
I this moans st mhidmun wagd lesislation,
by “Interfering” with the freedom of the mar-
ket place, i an atiack on § v of  veliglon.
Rl dots belleve that froedom fa hyivixile &f
thils means that &-man HAy huve h’t!dem of
religlon and siil nob-be & fte man It he iis
earnlig only 40 cerity an hous © ¢
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THE DEFId8 (0 whieh
same people stoop 1y bar the
nzme of God fron  puble
school classrooms i3 amazing.

Thesn  tndiviituals use the
thmovwernp argumoents of
ciaurch-stxte separation to mask
tixelr intalevance which at tines
borders on the very brink of
bigotry.

The last low days brought
‘thn utlen {ace to face with
‘tewo inckdent which we might
well-cxpeet tould happen only
fre e gocdlien mm of Soviet

they took
pisco ﬂ:hs in our own countrv
aryd appear lo be the natyral
consequences of a fanaleal
seculiiisn which has gripped
American life

In Washinglon. the Supreme
Court of the Unised States list
ened to  altforneys for the
daughter of a Rochester Froe
thinker ask that the present
practice of allowwmg public
school puplls & fow minutes
cach week to recelve religlous
mstrucion Yo forbidden.

In New York., an assistant
school  superintendent, lsaac,
Bifldorsee by name. prohibited
the pupils of 23 Brooklyn
sahaols frony singing Christmas
carols contalning reforences to
the Natlvity and staging Yule-
tide colebrations which  might
have religious significance,

THE REASONING in both’

raxps runs  alongr dnngerously
parallel Hnes. It cannot be
termed antiCathalic ant! Pro.
testant or antNewish Il trun
sends sectariim Hnes and be
comes antd-God

In the Supreme Court argu
men!. counsal for Mrs. Vincent
AMeCollum  maintadned that her
san, James Terry McCollum.

csuffered  embarrassment  and
Just Between Us
Gospels Are God's Biography

e know that we have souls
mazde by a Creator whom we
call God and this God Is in

relligent. A
man can lears
that much by
just using his
wits But i
God 13 intelll-
gent, He con
speak touss
and it He
made the
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By Dan
Palrech

tdiculs because he was the
only child tn his room in a
Charnpaign, [, public school
who did not participate in re
ligiowss Instructlon classes con
dueted in the school

Thew classes  were  spon
saresd by a Council of Religlous
Edueation, comprising Protes
tant. Catholic and Jewish rep
resentatives wiilch seht teach
ers of its own choosing into
on elchentary and one junior

" high ethools to comduct rellg

lous Instridction classes tor
0 nxinutes ance ench week.

Counsel for the local school
boar<? told the Suprem~ Court
that  this practice was  well
withén the specilication. of the
Bill of Rights, that all creeds
were ecqual  under s opera-
tlon and that no » ¢ was com-
pelleet to attend these classes
agairzst his wishes. Then the
counse] added rather signif)
catly .

“The Constitydon [orhids
preferment of ono religion over
anotlrer. This does not mean
the government canno! support
religion on a basis of equality.”

To bolster hisa argument on
this  point, the school board
Hwyer pointad to the govern
ment policy of emp*-ylng chap
lains  o! various fatths In the
irmed foces.

. Ther eventful decision op this
case 3 most imposwant to fu
ture  atlempts to fnculeate at

Teast  some  religlon In public .

school p.pils. No one should
begrzdge a  growing chitd a
meagiyv 0 of the 0080 min
utes &n a week to learn some
thing  of his spiritual life.

THE CHRISTMAS carol ban
follow %, 1o a deg.ee. the reas
oning of the plaintiffs in the
Cham paign case,

No Christmas
Carols Allowed

Assfstant Superintendent Bil.
dersep, who s described as a
member of the Jewisa faith,
sald he issucd his order be-
causc songs of Christian and
Jewish significarce have been
sung in schools af reccat years
aad ~“have given offense to
those af the oppoaite f~ith."

We think Mr. Bildersee la
wrong in hs lssumptkm and
wo further believe that ho does
not refinct the general attitude
of members of the Jeu¥ish fafth
an this subject.

What would a medle; of
Christmas carols be without the
halloved moesic of “Stlent
Night' ‘end O, Come Ail Ye

. Falthtu}”? As a matter of

fact Christmas becomes a pret-
ty hollow festival when you di-
vorce Christ from {ts observ-
ance

1n our youth we knew quite a
few Jewish boys and often
swapped talk about our rell-
glous festivals. Al Christmas
time we took them Into our
homes, gshowed them the tree,
the Christmas crib and the
presents  we received. And,
now and then, i memory serves
us correctly we sang Christmas
¢aiolk

We don't think these Jewish
boys found that practice offen-
sive. They have slnce grown
to marhood occupy rosponsl
ble positions and have devel
aped a splendid tolerance which
psthaps was  born in  those
Christmas ceiebrations of yes
tetyear

And what about another Jew
tsh boy. Irving Berlin. by name;
whe gave the nation a prayer
which shone brightly through
the dark days of the last war?

Woulg Mr Rildetrree clamp
a ban on the rendition of “God
Bless America™?

areth. who Hved in the Near
East 1900 yoars aghy Three of
those men diey rather than dHs
own the truth of what they had
pul down, and the fourth man,
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Jews, Irish Get‘

Negroes a Bus

Canaclon, Miss e (NC)=A bus
to imensport Nogro  yuungsters
belveen their botmies and
Sacreed Teart Schood. hore, hus
Jheen @onated 4G the Enstitation
by » mroup of I Jeww and sn
Irikinaan trom Brooklyn, N. Y.

The bus was sceepted by the
Hov, M. Andrew Lawroner, of
the MEissionsry Servanty of the
<Niost Moly Trinlty, elirector of
ol the schoot, The gift fultitled
e nade. *ﬁ';‘hﬁ Ee e

e 0 4
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By Father.
Ginder

though he escaped alive, was
thrust into bofling of} for re

tusing to.dony Mis stary.

THE ENEMIES of Jesus tand
He tmtsj manyt have had a
greéat time trying ta wriggle
out from under the lacts set
down i the Gospels. ‘Thelr
Hoe of arguraent nearly always
follows the same pattern: They
agmit thet Jesus worked won-
ders but, while.in eacly days
they ususally said He was a
maglelan: or used witcherafl,
it's more Inshjomable now 1o
say that Ho worked His cures
by mental suggestion of psyehi
agry.

* *Fhe strange thing sbout that
charge is that it always sounds
very likely until we get cloge
up to it

We've already seen how the
Guospel weiters put down just

- what they had beard and wil-

nessed.  Thelr writings were
taken at face value by the rest,
by the men who had drunk the
watermadewing &t Conm, by

tha tidne who hgd seen Jesus |

walking on the Ses of Gallfey.
&12 these Mpm or many of
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Mare fleatly, what |

hiye in now lo recom- rc.m
mend 3 % pateuisrly waeful xnd besutitud
edition of the Bowk of Paalms, prepmred by
Father Jtweph B. Froy, successor to fhw bile
famnented Father Stedman. Being mysel! an
certiest adworate of the use of the Pexirm by
the fally, mnd faving on hundreds of cocasions
urged the people to make the Psalms part of
their dally spiritem! fare, 1 am happy aow to
say that this new arrangement, titied “¥y Dally
Psalm Boale,” Is tn all respects the most atirac
tive and maost nearly ldeal edilon I have ever
scen in English for in any other language) of
the greatewt of all books eof prayer.

How much that book has meant to e
Christisn people €and indeed to all who love
grear litermturs) has heen eloquently expressed
in Rowlarxd Prothero’s classle work., “The
Pealms In Human Life.™ He commerwces in
this exalted strain- )

“ABOVE THE COUCH of David, accarding
to Rabbinical tradition, there hung a harp. The
midnight breeze, za it rippled over the strings,
made such music that the post-king was con-
strained to rise from his bed, and, tfll the dawn
flushed the . castern skies, he wedded words to
the strainm. The poetry of that tradition s
condensed In the saying that the Book of
Psalms contalny the whole music of the heart
of man, swept by the hand of his Maker. In
it are gathered the lyrical burst of his tender-
ness, the rmoan of his penitence, the pathos of
his sorrow. the triumph of his victory, the de-
spair of his defeat, the firmness of his conf-
dence, the rapture of his assured hope . . .
In it are collected *sunrize and sunset, birth and
death, promise and fuiiflment—the whole dru-
ma of humanity'"”

Prothero continues. “The Psalms are a mir-
ror in which each man sees the motions of his
own sowl . . . They utter the ordinary expert-
ences, the familfar thoughts of .men; but they
give to these a width of range, an intensity, a
depth. and an slevation, which transcend the
capacity of the most gifted

They translale into speech the spiritual pas-
sion of the loftiest genius; they also ulter, with
the beauty born of truth and simplicity. and
with exact agreement betwween the feellng and
the expression, the Inarticulate and humble
longings of the unileftered peasant. So it is
thot. In svery country. the language of the
Psalms has become part of the dally life ol.
nations, passing into lheir proverbs, mingling
with their conversation, and used at every crit-
ical stage of existence "

TROUSANDS OF EQUALLY enthusiastic and
sloguent testimoniew” to the bemuty of the
Psalms might be culled from the writings of
saints, poets. moralists and men of Ietters. Yot
some Cathalics, strange to say, have grown up
with the notlion that the Psaims are somehow
more appropriate to Protestant than to Catholic
worship. Sorne of our less well-instructed breth.
ren even speak of “Psalm singing” with such
an infection as to convey contempt.

Such persons should read in St. Augustine's
the reference to Psalm singing by
the congregation In the Cathedral at Miland in
St. Ambrose™s time, the fifth century. Also it
might interest them to know that in Palestine
in St. Jerome's day. and under his guidance,
there was & group of holy women neaded by
Paula and Eustochium-—antecedents to our com-
rmunities of puns and sistere —who learned He
brew {n orcier the better to understand the
Paalms.

One of them, Paula. wrote to her sisier who
had remained In Rome: “The ploughman, lean-
fng on his plough-handle. sings in them lus
praises to God; the sweating reaper lightens
his labors with the chanting of the Psalms:
the vinedresser, as he prumes his vines. raises
one of the songs of David.  “The Psalms are our
pootry, our lovesongs, our pastorals, our trnple
ments of husbandry.‘ "

THAT WAS INX the latter hall of the fourth
century; but in the first three centuries, while
the Christtans were still in the catacombs, thelr
chief and favorite prayer was the Psalms. Al
through the ages until today, the liturgy of
the Church ¢that is to zay the Divine Office
and Mass) has consisted largely of the Psalms.

In recent years successful atternpts have

been mmade to reacguaint the Catholic people -

with this priceless treasure of their inheritance.
The most recent presentation of the Psalms -
and, if I may say so With due deference to all
others, the ranst attractive in type, paper, tllus
trations, suggestions for use, and in general
format—Is e one just off the press.®
1t all whe read this column wevre to accept
my advice, procure for themselves and for their
triends “My Daily Psalm Book” and use it
habitually fas they sutrely will once they see jt),
1 shall feel that 1 have done a priestly and
apostalic work In writing thin entlmdi!ﬂp rec
ommendation.
'“\!;v Deiiy Psalrmz Book,” arranged by Fa-
1-}3: , Confratertity of the Precious Edood
ort Exummilorr  Parkway, Brooklys 19,
N. Y. Artboard, 65 cents; duro exrtﬂmz, .90
cents: black Morocoo, 373 : N

Christmas Amnesty

- The Pather of thre haman race
The birthday of His Son to grace,
Would sin in every soul efface,

.\wm annesty diviave;
From sin $o Christ the Bake incline;
Let.peace 0 you with joy- combine,

Forsake whatever™s mean dind vite:
Resume what you forgoet awhile,
That you oy wear a Christmis simlle.
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