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e We See J

Perhaps 1t Is fortunate for us that Amert
+ ¢an  correspandents for the Soviet preas are
not too obsevving.

If they were they could not but help point .
Ing to & patr of recent Incidents to balster thelr
oft-repeated chargo that Amerlean democracy
s decadant,

The contral fgure of these two rather nause
aling occurrences are a mayor who has cast
some strange spell over the eloctorate of Boaton
ani a roticed, well-decorated and well-heeled
major general of the United States Army Alr
Forces.

\ Wbt

EXHIAIT NO. 1 is James Michael Curloy
of Boston who waiked from a Foderal Hause
of Carrectfon Into a rousing recepiion after
serving five months of a six-toeighteen-month
stntence for mall fraud. He got out on a Pres
hiential prredon,

While his honor was serving time, his office
as Mayor of Boston was not only kepl open but
M« salary waa continued.

It cortalnly muat’ hoarten the poteatisl de-
stroyers of our system of government fa see &
dishoniored public servant continue in office by
virtue of the miyzutded tolerance of an eloe
torate which halled his eturn with a brass
band.

But, perhapa Baston ls getting exactly what
it deserves. Back in Novemnber, 1904, Curley
was clec’™w 1o his first political office + 8 alder
man whid ving a two-month sentence for
taking a lotter carvier’s examination n a friend's
mme.  He was re-elected Mayor of Baston in
1945 whily undar indictment on the mall fraud
charge on which he was eventually convieted.

DESPITE TIE BELIEFR of some praple, pub-
{ic officials of Curley’s type are the exception
vather than the rute. Unfortunately, however,
tht mud In the Curley puddle s bound to
spattar others.

The vast majority of clected and appointed
officials tn all types of government rervice tn
the United States are glving an able account
of themselves. They are meticulously, honest.
For lastance, we Rnow of one official who re
tuined a cheap ath tray because ho dld not
want people to g the impression that he was

Just Between Us

By Dan
Palrcch

Mayor Curley,
General Meyers

Accepting favors from a firm with which he had
to deal.

There {8 plenty of room for such competent
and honest publlc offivials. Our form of gov
ernment needs them if 1t 13 1o survive In today’'s
troubled world

There I8 no reom for men of the Curley
schoal. When such men offer themaclves as
candidates for public office they should be pe
pudiated quickly and deelsively at the polia

THE CASE OF General Meyers is even more
reprehensible, .

Here was a ranking member of the armed
forces of the United States playing a financtal
stdn game In the very nuidst of a war thal was
exacting a bloody toll from thousands of Mey
ors’ alleged comrades in armas.

So startling was the ovidence presented to
the Senate War Invertigating Committee that
the Unjted States Attorney Genera! stepped
into the picture to initiate grand jury proceed
lags and General Elsenbower stripped Mejers
of his medals.

Whatever the outcome of the Meyers case,
the central figure cannet socen ‘orget the
shocked stares of 23 wounded veterans who
liatened to his fantasic story.

A SYSTEM which allows men like Meyers
fo easc Into key positions certainly needs an
overhaullng. Further i{nvestigations no doubt
will disclose other officers like Meyers in the
armed services,

But, just as you cannet judge public serv.
fee by the Curleys, w'ther can you pass judg
men' on the armed gervices by the Meyers

Perhaps it is one of the weaknesses of a
demnocratic s) stern that allows such men 1o get
into office. It ix however, & weakness which
we must acknowledge and. to a d rres. tolerate
in deference 0 the system under which we
Hve. Nevertheless we ecan and must reduce
the pumber ol Curleys and Meyers to an
absohutle minimum.

Such a reduction can be accomplished only
by a most vigilant public. It must de a healthy
throbbing vigilance which during the war must
have been lacking In the Army Alr Forees and
In these days o! so-called peace most certainly
is lacking among the citizens of Roston.

We All Adore Something

The longer we live the more  or they may

%o become convineed that logic  his store
can't de it all. Many people
i seem to be

PEOPLE DON'T always lel-

By Father
Ginder

do as one pleases. A\ person’®
consclence Is kicked unthh it
dies and there's nothing left to
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keep reminding him that we
reap what we sowy and that
there’ll be a reckoning some
day

We speak of suspénder but
tons because there's npt a man
alive who doesn’t worship
somothing. We just used that
for an example but we could
have substituted an)thing un-
der the sun.

IF WE DON'T v.omhip Ged.
we'll wership something else.
The fa¢t is, though, that we
worship  soonthing. Mayvbe
it's maney or power; perhaps
it's pleasure. But whatever it
=5, we adore something and too
ofton, we're not going to let
any commaon senmse, any hard
logic. any clear thinking take
it away from us.

That's why we musi pres.
Logle lsn't enough.  We mest
pray  for light and strength.
“Godr wp must say, “Goed,
help me to see the tryth as You
s ik God, give me the
strength to go wherever the
Hath may lead Bae”

We must pray that way.
mopnlig. woon' and night. Then
Gl xvil! follow through: and

i wé meet Him hatfway, we
-y .go m*amg :

" He promises

1 Ga. Gillis Says:

The great 81 Augusiipe——in WhOse W OUIRgS
may bo feusd, ffleen hundred yeuss in a0
vanoe, slmost every ML of wisdom we think we

dineover today -knew all about
the “mew” stlence of setman
ticx. In his “Confesstons” be
tils of awering Fausius, ihe
weed of the, reflglous sect of ¢
Manichers, That form of re
igion scems absurd now, Dt
in the fAfth contury, and indesd
tor some cemturies flerward,
it was suff opmntm of Chris
danity. i

Imposuible as makbem»: ‘
appeass now o us, it fooled Fr. t«illis
even St Augustine- for a while. (Theres an
shharing topic for discussion; how the best
minds can be lod astray temporariiy ).

‘The point | would make is thst Augustine,
whose mind wes not only sharp buil honest,
pretty soon realfzed that the plaugible angd elo-
quent head ol the Manichees was a charlatan.
About that time Augustine was learning, as he
says, "o distinguish the really of things from
the trickery of words.” So Faustus storied, as
we would say, with one strike or even
against him when he confronted e bLrilffosnt
young fellow from North Africa.

L 2 »

“WHEN HE CAME,” srys Augulsine «Con-
fessions, Yook V, Chajter V11, “1 found him a
man of charming manner and pleasant address,
who sald just what tife others used to say,
but in a thuch more agreeable styte. The but.
levy Wil most elegant and the goblet was more
costly, bul my thirst remalned  Already my
ears had been satinted with such things. and
now they did not seem any better because they
were better said, nor true because dressed up
in rhetoric, not could ! think the man's soul
wise because he looked wise and his speech
was pleasing . .. Already 1 had learned that
nothing ought to svem true because 3T 18 well
expressed, not lalse because the word-symbols
afe inelegant, yel agaln, Lhat nothing is irue
because rudely dellvered, nor false beeause the
diction 18 brilhiant, but that wisdom and folly
are ltke meats thal are wholesome or unwhole-
some, and that elther kind of meat can be
scrved up In sUver or in delf, that is to say,
Ip courtly or in homely [hrase.”

So there Is nothing new under the sun.,
What Stuart Chase has lately named “seman-
ties” Is only a new name for the old art of
looking Into words carefully, penetrating bes
neath sytlables and sounds and getting at
meanings.

. . . -

WELL, WHAT IS 1t that led me off an this
excursion Ioto ancient history, this didactic
discourse on v-ords and meanings? The attack
came on, | confess, as | was reading an article
in a newspaper a fow days ago on “Semantics
Noted in Red Propaganda® The writer, who
perhaps never heard of Faustus of Manichee
ism, brought out the fact that modern Com-
munism uses the tricky technique that Faustus
tried on Augustine along about the year 387
A D. The Commiea play tricks with words,
They deceive the ignorant, the half-educated
and even some of those who think themselves
lrarned.

The word most frequently used by Commu-
nists to vondemn all who disagree with them ts
“Fascist.” \With that expletive they conjure up
Mussoitni and Hitler out of their graves. To
the unsuspecting. the word-manipulators man
age to convey Lhe ldea that if you cannot
stomach Stalin, you must be devoted to the
memoary of either ane ar both of the dead dicta-
tors. It's a trick, son.

. . L ]

ANOTHER WORD the Commies use brazen-
ly Is "democracy.” 1 you challenge thelr right
to in they expialn that there.is an Eastern-

democracy and a Western democracy.,  Their -

own is the Eastern brand, that is to say the
bona fide democracy Ours is the Western
brand, which Is only Fascism in disguise. Agamn
it's a trick, son. So crude a trick that you
would imagine it couldnt fool anyone but a
simpleton. It foals millons. Are they all
simpletons? What do you say?

Also by manipulation of words the Comm-
nists have persuaded some AmSFIcaAs that there
is something wicked about “rugged individual-
ism” @Ruggped” is a good word. Abraham
Lincoln was rugged. Daniel Boone was rugged.
All the proneers, explorers, discoverers, all the
typleal early Americans were rugged. So of
the word “individual.” A man with “individ-
uality” used to be one who stood on his own
feet, did his own thinking, was self-reliant. But
the Commles put two good words together and
make the resultant sound like a curse. "Rugged
individualism*”  It's a trick.

. L] L]

TARE ONE MORE example
prise ©  America was bullt upon free enter-
prise  But Communists use the phrase and
make it seem wicked.

So you have to waich them. They are ma-
gwctan~. The hand is quicker than the e)e.
Yes and the tongue 1s quicker than the bram.
That is to say. the tongue of the charlatan is
quicker than the brain of the dope. We ought
not to let the tricksters get away with it.
Let's remember St. Augustine’s phrase, "distin-
guish xhc reality of things from the trickery ot
words.”

“free enter-

e et Y e
A\ MOTHER'S PRAYER

Nineteen years ago Mrs. Emile Raviik of
Clyde, Ma. realizing that she was dying, called
her family ef thirteen children to, her bedside
and told how throuph the years she had scraped
a sizable sum of money which she intended t»
use for the education of a Catholic oriest. She
instructed her children to see that this intentioh
was fulfilled

Affer her dxath the members of her family
gave the morey to the Benedictine Sisters
the Missouri town who n turn sent it toithe
Pontifical Germarn and Hungarian Coﬂagc M
Rome. o

Thus was thej prayer o! another. ‘mﬂ?ﬁ!er,
thousandds of mi*es away in Yugostavia, aa

© swered. She tad fasted three days a week for

thirty years in order to abtain the g-ace of the
prissthood for one of her children.

AR this was told in a letter addressed to Miss
Allce Havlie, daughter of the Ameyican bene
tactress frowa the Jesuil educator at the cofiege.

“The student selected to benefit from the gen.
ergus git,” he wrote, “is a former army offiver.
Hix case = certainly an extruordipary ona. . ..
t become an exgellent priest whe
will do veu great honar.  Hig name iF Aloyg.
Stepinac.”

L » *

When @ man says be's boss in his family
he'll e about other things too.—Marathon He
public,

I you can give pive: # you cannot give,
refuse not your symbathy. Whare God docs not
Bizd the faculty, crowns the will Lot we
man say, “1 bave inothing.”
cafried i & purse. g

Chanty is oot

————
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