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Yoy don't have to your mamory too
fard (o recall these hté’irx?ub. pott-war days when
this nulm wig crught In the econemb whird
pool of recenvaraion,

It was Just about the time President Truman
Hited the 1A on wages with the hopeful decr

i thit wages can b ralsed without In
mnm the sventual coat of the fnlshed prod
uct.  How uch in error he eventunlly proved
to be {s & matter of record.

. Whether morally correct or not, industry

pissed on the wage increases to the consumer
m& the viclous apirdl of mum ataried 1y

bls 43 ‘wgk u:l?e unmnmn“m?:x bl mmzrgxu N 'é
o8 COn
the' OI‘A was killed “

THAT PUBLIO OPINION at that time was
&m the end of price eontrols Is geanerally

oW

The publio belleved that prices would seek
thair own el In a free market and the haw
?‘u:!x’pply and demand eventually would azsert

Bavaral Important factors emerged, however,
to upset all caleulations. The key was food
and the unexpectad demand on this government
to feed Eurspe and the Far East plus con.
tinued f{ederal subsidies to farrmers to encour

age ful) euon sent the food prices soaring
beyond tations. And other commeod)
tes fonov. n thelr wake,

By -the dem‘a own fpures, foad costs
have hereaged 40 per cent since June, 1946, and
the overall increase In the coat of living =ince
that time hks bech set at 23 pef cent. Obwi
cusly, something had to be dond on a govern
;nent {’evtelt no: i;ﬁmgc to halt Inflation here at
tome but to ata the vest damagds of the
Marahall Plan.

ALL THIS EROUGHNT a call for apecial ses.
slon of Congress last week. On Qctober 23,
President Truman s reported to have told
Republican Ieaders that he was opposed to price
controls and ratiohing. A week batore ho had

" told & press conference that sych controls were

palice state methods.
But

t M, Trumsan
angd he dkl It agaln n
in which ha

raversed himself before

is m e to Congress

wested autkoriw to ration scarce

goads “whith ect the cost of living”

and im price an on critical consumer

and induxtrial and wage ceilings where
neaded 0 ruain thg prlee ceflings.

The Prostdent eXparienced a politician

o expect &n npxmiﬁm Mmts to grant that

nu‘therlty His mmm had exactly the effect
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What Price
Control?

he shonld have expected—1if pot deltrcd. Con-
gress in ganeral, Republicans snd Democrats
alike, reacted negatively and Senator Taft, with.
out offering an altermate course, hurizd the
"‘potlzi:o siate” brand back into the presidential
(1

mp—

UNFORTUNATELY that &s the immediate
ﬁlmcal consequence of the Truman proposal.

the {ury of charges and countercharges, not
enough emphasis has been placed on the fact
u;:; mﬂu wige and price controls are unwork.
[

. Some af the ristien‘dh tap: economists and
:w group includes Bernard M. Baruch, fee}
that plecernea) rationing and price control can.
-not be limited once tt hgs Been attempted—even
if earrind to consumer goods &t retail

They argue that {f stes), for example (s
priced and rafioned—and, 1f anything (s, stesl
must bethen the eysters must spread to
sverything that goes Into the production of
stasl,  This, they maintain, will spread controls
endlasaly.

A host of other questions can be riised.
Suppose, as one Washington correspondent

points out, work shirts could not be legaily
zold for more than $3 Would the manufae
turer eventually turn his looms over to sport
shirts or some other textile product outsids the
gﬂmm) area? 0: courss, he would. He

d it under & ¢ decontrolled OPA pro-
gram and he do it again.

Partial control over wages I3 an even mare
difleult propasition than price regulation

Just assume that wages are froxen in steel
mills and coal mines yet allowed to rise In
automoblle imdustries and raflroading. How
would you keep mill hands and miners on the
Job !mﬂ: such circumstances?

m TRUMAN PROPOSALS for parthal
mm&ma controls are not the angwer to

the ehsallenge of inflation.

tt ¢ tod bad that this (Istimed proposal has

been - Injstted amonyg issues so franght with
natlonal and fnternational urgency.

But riddling the Truman céntrel program
with objectlons i3 not golng to halt the upward
spiral of living costs. There must be some
sound alteynate course,

The Republicann Congress has a heavy re
sponisihility to the people of the United States
o strike such & course. We need positive
answers and not iggative attacks. The clock
of history {3 ticking sway cruefxl hours in the
lite of western civﬂimﬂon.

Why Not I-lzht a Candle!?

Thm‘s aogn,emm: specixl
nbcur ‘eandles. On tha ar
table they are & matk Mu-

l§ and Forty Houry on an
ar banked with candles, I3
£ nevey, day or might, without
e sentinel at Jta alde
® sanctuary tam

L X ‘l' + Bgng:rmu
mmmnm bafore our

alirines and rs, thelr
%hbtg“i&mm

e .. Mk 'mm:cé

tant clergymen to the Antérickn prople.

o S8l obfiged to exitclae adversely the
mmmmmmm%'
cany paople that there Iy no ;
scution ef rel} in cf;

hﬁ:mmmmmmmumm
a1 and the Soviet Unlon hes distuzbed and
‘mmmsmp-eorwm

Tomtratmz!mmmmhm
siddandum snd an cbservation.  Catholics, as
well &3 Prolestants, have bess “shocked” “@s.
turbed” “stunned,” and lst us add, frightened
ty the rising tde of Rusaian hatred We rec-
oxnmam"met’mmummm:t:
crimination and recrimination continue, the out-
come will be war. Anothsr world war migit
(it out to be the ujtimate catustrophe of the
human race. So war must be sverted at all
tosty, All costs but one.

rvpr———

~ TNE OXY. PRICE wa are not willing to pay
{» surrander of the world to the-Sovists, or even
scquissceiice In their further conquests. They

© have now fnvaded and In varying degrees subs
nations,

jugatsd some cleven ‘They control &
tixth of the surface of the exrth. In consa-
quance many Americans are not enly ‘“dis
(uﬂnd." “stunned” and “shocked” but puzled
The quetion is shall we let the Russian invade
and enslave even more countries? For that
matter, shall we permit them to hold what they
have alrsady overrun?
fle: We went into the war largely
i not usively because England needed us.
England had gone to war—ao she sald—because
of Poland, At least the Nazl invasion of Poland
was the 1ast straw that broke the back of Brit-
tsh nonbelligerence. Therefore the question
intrudes {tself upon our consclences; have we
and Britain a duty to rescue Poland, now or
ever? To Polmnd add the Baltic provinces and
the Balkans. [f we cry out against the cruel-
Ues infllcted upon Poland and those other coun-
tries  (cryclties which by the way continue),
would our outery in the mind of the sixteen
ministers come under the head of “hysteria”?
The sixtesn Protestant leaders go on to say:
“War i3 not inevitable. Daespite wide diffe~
ences of opinion, sttitudes, its and philoso-
phies betwean the cultures of the U. 8. A. and
the U. 8. 8 .R, peaceful co-operation between
the two countries s possible”

THAE WORDIKG in that dsclaration 3 accu-
rate: “Petceful tlon between the two
countries (that (s to say the two peoples) i3
possible.” The Russian e and the Ameri «
can peopls would like n g Letter than to
ive together on this glode In peace and har
nony. But would the sixteen éxphain
how that mexsage may be conveyed from the
one peopls to the other?

We aro eager to deal with the people of
Russia. Stalin and the Politburo bilock our way.
No message of ocur to the Russians ean get
through the barrier erected by that little group
of! willful men. How shall we penetrale the
barrier? If wa compliain of the wery existence
of the barrier between two friendly peoples, s
thnt complaint also to b4 designated "hysteriz”?

.Other sentences In the manifesto of the
Protestant leaders call for approbhation, byt
together with the approbation Is a plea for elu-
cldation. For exampls: “We t ]It a united
volce against the madness of splitting the world
Into two armed camps. We caution everyone
againsy the maneuvers of these who would
divide the peaples of the world against each
other, creating chacs, sowing fear and distiust
among those who are war-weary and peace
loving ¥

B aad

GOOD! EN FAOT excelént. But are weto
understand that Amerleans end Russians &re
about equally to blame {n the matter af split-
ting the world into two camps? 1Is there any
American, on th¢ same plane with Molotov and
Vishinsiy, whq has spoken with Molotov-Vishin-
sky disregard for truth snd moderation? If w,
who sre thoss Americans? If no Americans
whose word cairies welght have spoken so
recklesslyl and 5o “hysterically” es Mplotov and
Vishinsky, would it not be well for the Protes-
tant committee to ask those two Russian lead
ers to bo a8 considerats &y, for exifple, Pregl
dent Truman and Geperal Marshall?
the committee his comimunicated with the top
Russians. If so, what did the top Russians say?

In a word the message of the Protestants is
excellent in principle but It might have gone
a bit further afid demonstrated just how we are
to trapsfer principlé into action. Especially
the reverend gentlemen might explain how we
are to get our messiges-any message—through
1o the Rumsian people.

By a curious foincidence, in the same pape
in which I reas the Protestants’ mmessage, and
in the same ixxte, thef? was a lis? of sixteen
‘attzoks upon Afmerica and Amesioans in the
Sovigt on one day. Among the Amert
cans’ imaligned by the Russian press were sych
rentleinen s ex-President Hoover, Senator Van
den’nerg and Jolin Foster Dulles. It would be

fo know how the sixteen miniites

' wouxd sot shoitt informing the Rustian peeEy

that those” miidmannered mwen sie not win
mongers. PerBaps we shall have tha infopms- -
tion in the mtwmxmimﬁunur&e Protes

Courispdosrnal of twenty
yeits ago. mwﬁ&rw!

25 Years Azn--mc. .- 1922

Skcond anngal canvention of N&ﬂom& Conm
¢fl of Catholié Women, held in Washington,
voted to make the National Catholle Service

" School for Women an institotion which “is to

set standards i every Beld of socfal astivity”

10 Yeurs Agb-—Nm". 23, 3937
A diocesanyelde novena in komor of. St
’Thumas More wag sponsored by Rochester Dio-

- no!y hwne Uﬁnm .

i Ag@-Ntm ’ 3942
N w&‘nﬁ*m St. Ann's Hothe for the

.éwd in maag; af Rev. John Hogan, former
ehapia.n was br.fssed by His Exceliozicy Bishop
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