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BY THE BT. REV. MR, WILLIAM F. BERGAN, A,
Chancelior of the Rochester Diocese 9

May it please Your Excellensy, the Muwst Reverend f
Bishop of Bochester-—Right Deversnd and YVery Reveremi
Monsignori—Very Reverend and Reverend Fathers—Dear
Sisters, and Beloved Laity in Christ.

When the grest St Vincent de Paul started out from
his father's house to commenge his studies for the priest.
hood, it is narrated that Vincent's father and a few rela-
tives accompanied him along the read. When they came
to the crossronds, one of which was to lead Vineent to the
ety where the seminary was loeat-

ed, the boy took an affectionate leave
of his father, and proceeded on his
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journey, alone. We are told that the
father of Vincent de Paunl tumed to

the group abeut him apd said, 1
knoew that my boy. Vincent, will be
a gond priest biscause he has a kind
heart.”

If we mav be alloved to borrow
the words of Vineent de Pawl’s fath-
er, | think that they can be fitting-
Iy applied to our own Rishop, whe
because of the great kindpess and
u\'su;m BERGAN generosity of his heart, has proved
‘ himself to be an excallent priest and lovable Bishop.

} Ten years ago today in this Cathedral most of ws saw
' for the first time the Bishop whom the Holy Father had
; sent to rule the Diocese of Rochester. Unknown, he had

come to us from the distant diocese of Raft Lake City. but

swiftly by his magnetic personality, by his great genius in

drawing himself close to his people, by his untiring zeal in
! going about the diocese performing his spiritual labors,

never sparing himself from appearing nt every posaible
| function connected with parish Ife. he captured our hearts,
' and endeared himself to us. He hurried from one end of
Cod § " the diocese to the other, making himself avnilable for
" everv phase of religjious activity.

He became so reckleas and prodigal in his Iabors that
we of lesser cournge, and smaller generosit s of soul thought
at times that he was being imposed upon. and was spend-
| g himself needlessly. His kind, generous heart refused

to recognize any limits of phveical endurance when he felt
that his presence ns Bishop would aid apy cause for the
good of religion and of the Church.

In the years that Bishop Kearney has been with us, the
spiritual hfe of the diocese has been vitalized and energred
by his incesannt encouragement of spiritual devotions of
everv nature Again and again priests and people have
been exhorted through his communications to make strong
the templo of faith within our soul. Hia personal attend-
ance at so many of these spiritual activities has lent to them
the encouragement, the ieadersiip, the {nspirntion of his
office as Bushop of this diocese,

% ' The woartd disasters of the past several vears have
1 thwarted greatly the materin} expansion of religion in this
' diocese  Yet notwithstanding all the obstacles, great things
. have been accomplished, and others are 1n the making

. Making of our churches have been benutified and set in
%
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order. Nazareth College for Women has been built. St
Mary's Hospital 1~ numbered among our great institutions
in the eity. A campaign to construct a new St Andrew’s
Seminary has been succesafufly carried out. Within the
past few weeks plans for a college for men, have been pre-
.- seniled to the people of this diocese
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We cite these thing=, so well known to vou, aimply to
fHustrate further that there has been no activity spiritual
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((ontmued on Page 7-A)
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The Rev., Bermard C. Hanna, psstor of St. Patrick's Church,
Macedon, & shown kissing Bishop Eearney's eplscopal ring st »
cereruony in Bochester's Bed Wing Stadlum in October, 1945,
when citstions were given to 34 diocesan chaplsins during a
Holy Name rsily, "
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Bishop Kearney — A Man of Action

By the RT. REV, MSGR. WILLIAM M. HART, PP.A,

{atholio taiacm '

Yiear General of the Rochester Diocese

Whao ever found hm otherwise? Otherwige than in ac-
tion? hiphng wrote-- "Uast is Fast and West js West,
And never the twan slall meet.” Born in the West, he
went Fast te New York (ity, scene of his early career.
Again he went W wat (o become Biahop of Hochester

He was in artun in the Archdiocese of New York in
parish work. in school management, and finallfhas Pastor
of a new parwh, before becoming Bishop. He has con-
tinued a life of activity all through the fifteen years of his
episcopate. o that we think it
right to title our article rs “Bishop
Kearney in action

His interests have been with peo-
ple of all ages. all faith<, all nation-
alities. With the httie children,
even with the balnes. Bishop Kear-
ney has a way with mm. Often do
we zee the solemnity of a religious
procession interrupted that a habe
in arms may recetve the friendiy
salute and the blessing of Bishop
Kearsey. And s doting father car-
ries home with him a memory to
treasure through the years.

With the school children he has been entirely at home,
seizing any opportunity that offers o visit their class-
rooms, to give a word of encouragement to pupd and
Sister.

The diocese has high schools in edich of its larger cities
besides the five in Rochester. Every opening session in
the fall has found Bizhop Kearney celebrating the Mass
of the Holy Ghost for each school, giving an inspiring and
encouraging sermon to the pupils, imparting his episcopal
blessings.

Every pupt! v moved by the evident siticerity of the
interest their Bishop takes in them. Feast days, anniver-
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Or see the tuts of three“or four, crowding about him
with no sense of reverence for his episcopal dignity, but
with a sincere reahization of hia lovable and loving nature.
Witness the little girl that ¢limbed up on’ his shonlder to
“see what kind of a “bean; "’ he had on his head.

s e Uk &'W

saries. class days, find the Bishop frequently visiting tiw
High Schools. s thoughts, his sympathy, his love, is
with the Catholic schinol 88 it carries on its glm'imm traddie
tion of religious eduesntion.

Where do wp find Bishop Kearney inore in action than
in June when gradustions are in order? It I a busy time,
but everything so arranged thet the Blshop can presde
at the happy commencetnents that mark each High School
Imitating the God to whom these graduntes are go dear,
his delight is to be with the clildren of men.

Childhood and youth are an intimate part of the life of
our Bishop. In confirmations, graduations. schopl observ-
ances, he meets and makes frlends of the many thougsnds
of little ones who are his subjects, and who ft_;gl a. ﬂenmxmi

paternal spirit emasisting from him.

The older gensration find in their Bixhop & man of ac-
tinn. of Catholic Activn. Their society meetings, cenyen-
tions, dinners fmd him not just &n honored guest, but ote

. of their nusmber, an active and interested members, There

fs an air of informality sbout the Bishop when he has
opportunity to meet and ¢hst with Catholic men snd |
women after the formal part of any program hdx been
finighed. N

Revenential femr gives way to filig) cmiiféenﬁv as ihe
warm syirit of a true Father in Christ awaleenk in all »
desire to draw near, to know and be knowin A mendly
for faces and persond keeps alive these {x}mﬁﬁh‘fm ahd
the Bishop can call thoussnds iy évery part of hig divccke
by thelr fist names. Pulille functions ﬁm Kim uﬁﬁgﬁ
with comniunity lesifers, many of thesi not of
on terms of abiding respect and ‘iry filed
annuoal redeption ot his hoawe 8¢ (e Sew Ym
just one event that summony together & veil &
those who kv and Tove the Bhshﬁjx s

Pishop Kearney ix & man of sclimy fn i‘&ﬁi&%ﬁﬁ
contacts of his ;iﬁz;';ﬂy days and tﬂ:' sﬁ‘xé yeurs of Hig
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