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whether a picture Is. 'InimlciiJ 
lo public morals. 

"If lis situation* and ltnea 
bring a response of aJy. ob-
aceno mlckerlng; If II has 
arenea o( violence and defiance 
o( accepted law and parental 
control which ax* greeted with 

', applause by large audlencca o(, 
half-grown boys and girls 
then we call that picture a 
bad and dangerous picture 

In a friendly (aslilon n r 
hasten to a»ur« this screen 
critic that her private >ard-
stlck of moral measurement Is . 
ttangcrouilly subjective It la . 
ahvaya risky business, in moral 

' matters, to argue on Uic basis 
ol evil effects alone. The per­
nicious nrowrss of arsenic la 
not weakened by thp (act that 
•orne people may survive a 
dose of such a poison 

The esjtprnal reaction of 
leenagers Is hardl> a reliable 

' yardstick for measuring the 
moral worth of "forever Am­
ber" or anything else Wp are 
quite certain that some teen-
agp audiences might be too 
polite to mlcker suggestively 
fll Amber and at the same 
time be Intelligent enough to 
understand Amber's stigges-
tlvoness. As one reviewer 

, fronkl> admits after seeing 
I Ambwr. "You have to be aw-
I fully Innocent not lo gather 
I what's going on " 
| To say, as our critic does, 

that "Forever Amber" Is a bad 
or dangerous picture only if 

j teenaigerB "respond with sly. 
I oBsrpTie snickering." Is even 

more dangerous than the film 
itself. 'Forever Amber" la only I 
a motion picture Our critic's 
"test" la presented as a prin* 

j ctple. even as a philosophy In 
I this case we are more worried 

by our critic's philosophy than 
' bv the producer's film. Movie 
j critics guide the public. There-

lore, they should be careful 
{ about the kind of movie philos- | 
| ophy which they preach. Other- I 
I wisp, they can cause more so- ' 

cial damage than the scandal-
; ous Amber. 
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screen critic may have discov­
ered the flaw in her own 
philosophy. Sooner or later she 
wtU. we are sure. She need 
only test her own "test" to 
learn its weakness, 

ft i s wrong for a small boy 
to throw stones at windows 
even though he misses thero. 
It is wrong for a pryomanlae 
to light Urea even though he 
falls to burn down houses^ If 
"Forever Amber" is bad. tt Is 
had even though nobody comes 

j to see ft, Even though no teen-
1 ager Utters.styly «r ctoseettely. 

Would Ottr good cffUe, to uso 
her own test rattlorse Brotsls-
cuoua use of guns an the 
ground that somebody once 
fired a loaded gun at a friend 
and nothing happened? 
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ty, Spokane, Wâ h,t »^d ^^tos- j . 

'Baa yjfr ^©e fe B?1j !E p̂«»ait©af!f' 
8it*n«.- • lL 

Replace It Quickly 

K*nnty's Crocary 
#31 CIN!SfE ST. 

f | ICE COLD BEVERAGE 
' * ?aeri 6ve«i«i! and Sirrfav? 

r^nitvir»rMianinrir i i ir iari ia*ia/ir innirt ir i i ir ini irai i i i>ir iai i ir i i i i»auii 

Patronize 
Your Parish 
Advertiser 

r 

i 

i 

? ?i 

?.* 

ar.it

