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an Individual 
With Dignity, Given Aid 

IfeMtertey CsiMSv C9l»rftJ«i 

Mr. Bsroftn fwirledf bia hat fu hi* hand*, looked down at 
tbe floor, cleared hi« threat cud hmit»tinf(ly rM, "Now, 
kK)k-~I B««d «ame ft«lp» Wl 1 don't want to be c*seworked." 
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He, like each of 
u», wa* an in-
( J l v l ' d u a l . O. M«*Jfomory 
51c bad come to s nocial aj«wy 
for help. The way or method by 
wWch the workers In a aoclU 
Agency attempt to help an In
dividual to help hinaelf U called | * a • 
casework. 

"WIIMI I vnm • boy," » m*a 
Mid rocenUy. "w« teileved in 
c&arity. My mother «l**ay* bak
ed extra bread and an extra pan 
of bean* for a poor widow in the 
tiHghbathooO, Now, I auppoae, 
you'd tell her to go to an agency 
for e*»#orlt." 

Perhapa we would. We believe 
In charity in It* true seme. We 
would say that the widow in 
Quculon deserved help, given to 
her In accordance with her own 
Individual needs, In a w»y which 
would not damage her sell rc-
tpecf, nor her dignity as a hu
man being. Wo strongly auspect 
that the widow would prefer to 
work out a plan to help hereelf 
with the nsaiatanco of a case
worker, rather than betne de
pendent upon the occasional 8«*n-

early day* wa* nai an eaay one. 
Event ually. ir England and Atact
ica, aiim houaes ~ (he "poor 
bouaea" of literature and faet— 
were »et u ^ T<? those were aent | 
anyone who, for any reaaon, r/aa;-
unable to provide for hhnaeU. 
Th» dlaeast'd, th* Insane, the,' 
feebie-rataded, the psychopath! 
•hared' quarter* vrtth the aged, j 
widows, a n d dependent children. > 
Anyone w h o could prove (or 
nave It proved for hlm> that he; 
was In economic need, and was 
a "pauper," was sent to-tbe aims-; 
house. N o regard was paid to 
tho Individual, to hja particular, 
need*, to h i s particular problema.: 
Once his eligibility for asalaUnce 

established, each received 
the same type of treatment — , 
placement in the "poor house.' 

i Paget could be land have been) 
written about the horrible condl-1 
Hon* that resulted In these in-. 
lUtutlona. During the nineteenth 
century, humane thinkera began 
to Insist that there must be bet
ter way* to help people. Human 
being* must be treated aa human 
beings, they argued. Individual* 
face different problems, or faoa 
the same problem differently be
cause each Individual is different,., 
they emphasized. Perhaps then, 
the best approach would be to 
t r e a t each person as an In
dividual. 

Social agencies were establish
ed. The early ones had as their 
purpose "to mitigate tho rigors 
of the poor law." These pr.vate, 
agencies sought to do what the 
government could n«l do under 

treat each 
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I eosity of her neighbors, no mat i tfie i a w a 0 f the day 
i to how well Intended. 
1 Help given on on Individual 
I basis, with recognition of 
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mw*t» %to 
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tttatrlbu 11 o n, 
walktd rftliiit 
to thfefr bare . . . . . . . . 
feet— ĉM«en with babea In arms 
«*«hlln>*ri loathpei'ftlg about e* 
citfdly—atollil me «(irveying tht 

i from the outer edge of the 
crow<l~-ijt&ai] facta all-charao 
ten Voll, Bal'dlhooti almpllcity— 
plUtttliy umlorelsil women In 
»hapolc*s, i on faded, overall 
«re»ses-;meh In trousers ao fre-
Qaently |M|t«lietl t&at the oHglnal 
eloth l< ftfdlilcerfjJnle •*• children 
wett ing on ly a ahtrt - more than 

i tlo*ejquarter» of them barefoot. 
Our cavalcade I s welcomed by i 

the mayor. Yn^talav Red Cross ' 
l ^ M a h introduce the t ^ r Ri 

lng t o the needy of your village 
We w i t h It could bo more. With 
It c o m e s the deepest feeling of 
warm friendship for the people. 
A Catholic priest from America 
has been lent by the bishops to 
tee that Ute neediest among you 
recelva something. We hope you 
will bo patient whi le It Li being 
distributed, May God and Our 
Blessed Mother love every one of 
yeu." 
d p s and Mwe* 

One after tho other villagers 
recelva their garment, but llnier 
on. It U refreshing to note how 
much Joy one small garment can 
give to a person. Perhana, only 
« cap, a pair of men's shoes to a 
woman, a babys bonnet to a 
young mother, a shirt, a dress, 
tome underwear, socks to chil
dren. Here Is a weatherbcaten 
old woman, toothless and wrin 
kted, who gafly puts on her new 
winter coat for the admiration of 
the neighbors. Here Is a Uttlo 
five-year-old boy who has nrvor 
had a pair of trousers of his o« n 
now trying on his brother's too. 
over those he has Just received. 

ftrizzied old Toma hurrying off 
with his heavy overcoat ns thougu 
someone might change his mind. 
but pausing just long cnotifjh to 
say gra.trfully This Li a flno 
coat. I ean k«?ep warm next win 
ter watching my Ooefe," Itanka 

worth and dignity of the person 
- there was a time in our history, 
(not too long ago) when help of 
that kind was virtually Impossi
ble lo obtain. 

person as an Individual. Tho Idea 
of "friendly visiting" of those In • 

the need In their own homes found 
favor. As these a>r»»r»cses learned 
more and more about working 
with people, they spead the doc
trine that each person Is an In
dividual of dignity and worth, 

* * * j with his own strengths and weak-
Prior to the suiternth century ' n"sses; that each individual seek 

Europe and the western world' big help should have the kind of 
was Catholic The Catholic con-' help whlrh respects his person-
cept of charity, of the Father ' allty. and IravTs him free to help 
hood of God and the Brotherhood himself. 
of Man, of the Inherent dignity I • • • 
of (he mdlvldual as a human Gt*4aMU,, there evolved thee 
being created In the Imago and < ^^ ot ̂ ^.^^ - r h ^ a r e 
likeness of God. w a s accepted by tecSmical deflnltlons of the 
all. There were people in ero- t c r m Essentially, a s has been 
^ i f J

n . r ^ : ^ y _ ^ * C r . 0 _ c . t , l l d ! r n ^ I d . « is tho wa>. or method, by 
which a worker In a soclai agency 
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of fiod, and brothers of ail In the 
Church . F o r their care, t h e Blsh- i a t t e m p t s to h e l p an Individual to 
T ! J.l ShP

1P^fr<1* o I , h s ^ t l ^ P WnaeU. The Important fae pie. and the religious errors took » t | / u lhe n^to o f ^ p ^ 
responsibility. There were thos*, M n M « n ^dividual 
who faced problems, much the; ^ p h U o s o p h v und^iyjng , o e 

same a s people face today. For ̂  m c t ^ w s p ^ T o . 
Ulem. the Church provided coun ^ ^ b „ c a M t e t a n c e a g e n . 
scl and guidajyv Help was given , rt M ̂ u M t h o h , t e fOCta, 

liet.Sunrten^ National Catholic clt"f,R lfi"\ly '° h c r trrand 

Welfare Conferehce representn 
ittve, who replies. Through his 
j Interpreter, he teJtts the people 
[ 'The Catholic bishops, pftesta, 
and pedple of the United S la tes 
are very happy to send tfels eloth-
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OLD MADRID 

mother's hand as the grandmoth
er explains. "She Is aU I have In 
tho world and 1 am nil she has. 
Her father was killed In battle, 
her mother dl«i of typhoid. I 
dont know what we'd do If any
thing happened to either of us." 
And the ecstatic look on Ranka's 

,' face, matched only by that on the 
face of the grandmother, when 

1 Ranks received « bright m l 
dress. 

In tho spirit of charity 
Following the dissolution of 

the monasteries and the soUuro 
of their properly h> the Statp. 
thuse In n e e d w e r e left wi thout 
a s o u r e r o f help. W o r s e st i l l , the 
belief that tho s u c . v s s f u l and 
well-to-do w e r e the elect o f Coil, 
and that t h o s e IT ne/nl w e r e In 
di s favor w i t h OIKI lc<1 lo Ihc ctm 
e lus ion that iho poor wert> poor 
»•« p i u i . i h r w n t by fio.l. and had 
bi-uurhl their lot o n 'hemsrlves . 
S o o n ihe poor , u n e a i e i l o r and 
neglcr ied , w e r e s e e n aa a m e n 
ace. (ind h a r s h res tr l t t lve laws 
««>re passed. To tw? In economir 
w e d » a s regardpd nimcnt as 
cr imina l , t h o s e In need had n o ; 

rights , and should be treated as I 
their "bet ters" c h o s e to treat i 
t h e m . 

* ' * i 
This a t t i tude w a s prevalent 

w h e n A m e r i c a w a s settled. The 
C o l o n i s t s b r o u g h t w i t h t h e m the 
El izabethan concept of law. The 
lot of the p e r s o n In ne<-d In our 

a g e n c i e s , are "rawworK agen-
iCiCl ." 

Mr B r o w n received the help he 
asker. He w a s treated a s an In
dividual, and h e w a s helped to 
help himself . He w a s satisfied. 
H e did not c o m p l a i n that he had i 
been " c a s c w o r k r d " C a t h o l i c 
Chari t ies tries to put Cathol ic , 
Charity Inlo p r a m c e Casework 
In tho spirit o f chari ty Is onr 
w a y to do that. 
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