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Fallure of the FEightieth Congress to take
action off an cnergency moasure to permit the
admission of 400000 displaced persons to the
tInited Slates over the next four years has left

& -serlous think in the armor of moral leader
#hip wmoh this nation has assumed,
measura—Known &s the Siratton Bil)
for Dinm;i the overwheiming support of the
great majority of cltizrens and organizations
who voleed an opinlon on the matter. Yet,
by dllato;y tactics gomowhat forelgn to our
system of goverument, the Stratton Bill re
mained bottled up In a subcommittee of the
Kcuaq Judlelary Commitice to the very hour
t Cougress adjourned,
Tha pleas of leaders of all religious faithe,
cabinet officers, highsranking military men and
tha Presldsnt himself apparently fell on deat
et A small groutp of congreasmen aimply
would nat be.moved Lop what reason the Lord
. only knows,

The history of the legtuative course of the
Stratton Bill is such as to shake our faith In
democoratic legislative processes. It was intro-
duced Into the House on April 1 with the solid
support of the Cittzens Committee for Dis-
placed Porsons.

Earl Q. Hacrigun, Dean of the Universi
Pennsylvanta's Law Schoal and chafrman o me
commitive, told House leadars that he had wit.
nesses ready to testifly immediately at day and
night sesslons.

What actuatly happened? Start of the heir
Ings was delayed nearly two months to June ¢
asd then hearings were scheduled on a baais
of only three two-hour sessions cach woek.
Despite the time curbs. witnesses In overwhelm-
ing force told the suhcommittee membors of
the necessity of such legistation now.

Yot the commiites fallad to act and the =hele
measure goes over to tho next aession of Con-
gress in January.

Whils tho opposition to thae Stratton Bill was
not strong numerically, it certalnly whipped up
an undercurrent sufficient to thwart the will
of tire majorily on this important méasure

The dill {tself Is not revolutionary as some
of its opponents would have us belleve. It
would not have opened the flood-.gates of un
vestricted Immigration. On the contrary, |
would have Hmited such {mmigration to not
more than 100,000 displaced persons a year
for the next® four, yemrs. When one realizes
that immigration was stopped completely dur
Ing -the war years, the tolals provided for In
the Stratton BIl aré comparatively small

And whe are these displived persons? They
are not beggars in rags, asking for alms and a
perpet\xm plice on Anteripa’s relief rvolis. They

are proud men of every vocation who \\{lh
thelr Tamilies have the moral courage to re
nouhce all their worldly pyssessions rather than
votuin to their homes and live under the lash
of Red dictatorship.
They, tos, love the Forr Freedoms which

ust Between Us .
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long eince have been forgotten and today
swalt anxiously (n the caged confines of thelr
camps for America to throw apen ita doors of
freedom.

They come from the same stock which has
made America a great country and they give
every promise of becoming real, substantlal

citizens who have much to offer to the future
of this land of oum.
We certalnly hope that they dont judge the

forces of democracy by congressional inaction. _

Would that we could tell ecach and every one
of thom thit we want them over here and are
confident that some day, present congressional
attitude to the contrary, they will bo able to
gale at the Statue of Liberty through eyes

. mﬁ(ad with tears of happlnm

Discarding, for a momen!. the emotional side
of the argument, it i3 to our advantage to
release these poople from their bondage and
tranaformn them (nto active, productive citizens
who can support themselves. As long as they
remaln fn the DP camps of Europe, Uncle S8am
{s footing thoir bills, .

Catholics ahould fee! especially keen about
this matter (neamuch as from 70 to 8O per
cent of the 400,000 involved are of our faith.

These Ddsplaced Persons are among many
pawna In the kdeological struggle between Com
munism and Democracy. The very fact that
they are i lhelr present prefifcament’ indicates
where their alle; ce lies.

Those who oppose entry of these DPs are of
the same Uk who preach ctop reductlon, popu
lation redduction and so on- in short. our proph
ots of scarcity Let us hope that ther» s
epough common sense left in Congress to maka
their temyporary victary over this humamtarian
move of verv short duration

Greater Love Hath No Man . ..

In an address on the Hour of Faith radio pro-
gram this week the Rev. Francis L. Sampson
recalied {hat in & houss In Normandy used
as a hospltal early In the Invasion, he anointed
a German soldler whose stomach had deen
¥ipped open by a shell.” \Whea he returned to
the room = little Iater, the German was dead.

1 knelt beatds the litter of an American sol
dier who had a serious -wound,” he continued.
“He kept praying over snd over again as he
stared Into space, ‘Oh God, be good to him.
Ok God, be good to him.'

“Be yood (o whn, son?” | asked.

Then he told me how the tolded blanket ander
his head had off the ltter, and because
of the painful poslilon of his hedd he tay €liere
groaning. The medics were so busy cmring
fur eiher eilergency cases that they didn't
hemr him. The German soldier about twelve
feet giwvay had crawled off Ws littor and along
the flcor on his back to the side of the Amer
an, fixed the folded blanket under his head
agaln, ceawled back to Hs own Hiter and dicd,
Greater lhve hatlh no man than this' . . ™
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surviving forms of Western Chrisanity in
thelr present state, and compare them in e
spect of thely relative vitality, we ghafl find
that this warles taversely with the degree to
which eacly of these sects has succumbed to
secular comtrol”

Interropting the quotation for a momont. I
suppose our separated brethren tn Amedica
would guess that Toynbee fs about to say that
the Cathoile church has atways so closely al
Hed herself with the state, wherever she could

do so, that she has suffered in consequence;
and that applying Toynbee’s criterion, they
mtght expect that the Catiolie Church would
ba the least vital of all the “surviving forms
of Western Christianity

But quite to the contrary Toynbee gays,. *“u
questionably Catholicfm Is the form of Weste
Christianity that is showing the most vigorous
signs of life today. and the Catholle church -
In spite of tho lengths to which nsodern Cath
olic princes have gone, in certain countries and
at certain thmes, towards asserting thefr own
secular control over the life of the church
within their frontlers has never lost the fnes
timabie advamage of being united {n a single
camnwunionn under the presidency of a single
supreme cccloesiastical authority

“Next to the Catholie church we shall place
those ‘frco churches’ of the Protestant persua-
sfon which have extricated themselves from the
control of secular governments. And we shall
certainly place at the bottom of the list the
Protestant ‘established’ churches swhich stll)
remain tied to the body politic of this or that

parcchial state.”

That passage is richly suggestive. Out of it
could bo developed a dozen themes in regard
to the advantages and disadvantnges, the ben-
eflits and the drawbacks of a union of chiurch
and state Here and now it must suffles to com-
merit very briefly upon Professor Toynbee's par
snthetical remark about the secular princes who
tried to control the Cathalic church for their
own pur

The historical fact is that kings and other
heads of states were more anxious to be united
with the church than the church was to be
united with them They asked the help of
the church hecause they needed it Thelr argu
merit was that the church must Ténd her ad
toward making the state an instrument of civil
lzation. Naturally the chureh did s0. In fact
churchmenr developed the theory that the ideal
condition i3 one In which church and state work
In harmony to make civilization Chrlstian.

But be it noted that, as Toynbee indicazes, it
naa not the church which did harm to the
state, but the state which tried to use the
church for purposes other than religious. It
must be confessed that prelates were sometimes
trickked by princes into doing things that did
not prosper religion. Bul the church, as such,
presently detected the gisinter purposes of thase
princes, and reasserted her Godglven Indepen
dence of all political forms and eystems. She
learnied, sometimes by sad experience, that, as
Fathier Faber puts it “the church Is more
at home tn the catacombs than in the concer
dats.”

So well did she keep her autonomy that his
torians of the competence of Toymbee assort
truly that of all the forms of Western Chris
tlanity, the Cathollc church has been the least
sghgervient to the tr and that for that rea
son tmay we add among other reasonsd the
Cattrolic churnh s today the most wvital of all.

Youth and Drink .

One of the causes for so many unhappy and
broken homes {s the sbuse of intoxicating
drinks on the part of some member of the
mmﬂy-—qften a young man or woman, Thou-
sands of couples throughout the United States
have separated and have become In many
Instances divorced because either husband or

ewite is an outand-out inebriate.

The keeping of the pledge umtil the age of
11 so oiften carried youth otver the dangerous
period of their kves. Personally, we have not
the same confidence in any graduite who
knowingly and intentionally breaks his or her
promise in this respect

Were it not for the breaking of one's piedge
taken at the time of Confirmation, moral trag
edles would not bave repeatedly happened in
the Hives of so many of our young people. ‘

So frequemtly tire expression {8 beard, refa-
tive to young drinking—"They are aH doing it.”
This is nothing clse than an indloation and proot
of the weakness of character of those wiro so
casily break thejr pledge simply bechuse-“they
are &) doing " A hundred wrongs do not
make a right. And it should be a cause of
pride to any Cathuolic youth or maiden to be
atle to say-—-"Do not include me in that gerersl
assartion “They are all doing iV 1 am wot
a maral coward, and Iﬂow in beleg Naughpd
st because I to break my pledge.”-
Blessed chzment Church Bulletin.
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