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u to school

“Ask your Daddy,” Sister sald, smiling, tor
she could see the vdiculons hunmior of mlyng
& bus nonssctarlan,  ‘Meshwhile,” Sister con-
tiyed, "Il talephone your father and ask him
to d¥lve you home mgn nct.\ool thls evening.”
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Gl Jorle's tathar sells groceries for A whole
S mﬁn\g’mg textitory which cowers tan coun.
ul-and - e aatiounding Sutton County. James Ryan
V’? 48R mucaalul salikman; fis cronlws say that

e
. 4t hESA "pob Hie of gab™ whick plemses his
cistomirs,  She wherm Marjorte fiked her
Iathar for the t,_kﬂl_émcn‘.o! & "nomsectarian
- bus,” Mt Ryane decided ho'd better have, & word
] a%at‘ i net padlie treeting of the Sutton
. County Schodl Board, “Perhaps,” he mused, “T
gg: ré;ggl & short order of $ustice to the school
i i . THAY night ke drove into towh for the school
: -hoard meetiny. No <ne pald any atténtion to
¥ him ax lie fonnd & plade. "The president of the
‘ ?ulmn County School Board was already talks

n-which
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it ave Impartant enougly to -

.

‘;‘&Qw’" id the president. “we must consider
&l resolutions aythorizing apprapriations
areounly linds for certaln extraordinai'y school
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Y that the micetings of the board are con
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tted In o demoorktly manner, because wa be
et 10018 in this county are , .
Py, JSooks from the publlo
polation of $3.200.89 for
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by automatic cross lights.

“{5) Last year, before this county purchased
4 bus, three children were killed, two by auto-
mabfle, one by tratn

“(8) Since we have had this bus attendance
during the winter months and during inclement
weathor has {ncrcased 20 per cent.”

After this recital of facts and figures, the
prestdent of the board continued, “I'm sure that
no reasonable taxpayer will seriously object to
any expenditure which protects the livea of the
children iIn this county. Times have changed,
my triend. When you were a boy, there weren't
%0 many traffie hazards. Now a child risks hia
lifs every time he walks down that highway.”

] L ) L ]

Mr. Ryan was chuckling, but he kept a sert-
OlUs appearance. ell, then, Mr. President,”
he sald, "this appropristion 13 a measure for

blle safety. How does it concern the school

whichs Ia supposed to reatrict its Interests
to education?®*

‘The President. now somawhat pertrubed,
leaned over the desk and with a great deal of
emphauls, sald, “I'm a lawyer, and I've inveatl
pated thiy question thoroughly. You are right
In smying that the authorization to operate
schools does not carty with it the right to pro-
vide tr tion. However, the state has
delagated county board fwo Important and
closely ayociated respoonsibilities: (1) the en
forcement af the compultory education law, and
(2) the operation and regulation of pupil trans-

riation. The two must go together. There
s no point tn authorizing this board to compel
parenta who lve olght miles from school to
send their childron to school unless at the same
timo we have tho power to glve them trans
portation.”

“Well, Mr. President,” Mr. Ryan sald, “I must
conicss that I am won over to a favorable ast
tudo toward this resolution. 1 am the father
ot three children. One of them goes to school
Certainly, 1 wouldn't want any child In this
county exposed unnecessarily to the dangars of
the highway. But I have one question. This
morning my daughter. Marforis, was put off
the Sutton County Schoal bus. She was told
that it was a noneectarian bus. There must
be sorme mistake. I'm sure .. ."

“Now, alr,” Interrupted ths president. “this
doard I3 orpoaed to a union of church and stage.
Qur bus i3 reserved for children who attend
the clamless, free, nomsectarian school open
to all. It you wish to send your child to St -
Peters School, you may do so. but your daugh.
ter canuot ride on our publie bus. "

L [ ] L]

By this fime the crowd at the board mesting
was becoming somewhat excited, FETy
rarely challenged the president, who prided him.
solf in his lega} ability to datect fallacles In ks
opponent’s arguments.

“Mr. President,” Mr. Ryan continuad, “you
reciteq facts. Let me ask & faw giiestions:

“{1) May a parochial school usa the
pmt; sidovwwalks loading to the nonpabiio
s v

“(3) May the parachial schoo! child wash her
hands In water which will be diatsed from the
paroclsial school Into the publlo sewer?

“{3) May the parochial sohobdl ohlld borrew.
Lbrary for supplameniary.,

JTendiveg th conmection with het sohool ‘work? ..
++.4} May a parochial school cMd play In the

publle p;wgmd located om public achool
“(5) May the pudlic scheal doctor vecolnmte
th&g)thmrxm children?

(83 May m peronhial achoal child be sdmitied

Tnks tive pudlls ‘
&.,N;m,!t“ ,Wﬁﬂtﬂ;m&ﬂnmm

o %3% Poss the xame attendance offioar arredt

¥l trasnis regardiees. of what school they ab

And, M President,” Mr.-Rym contims
asle onie more que ¥

Ts it less &

crima for m carcless driver to kill a parochial
school child than it is to kill a public school
child ™
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The Prosident tried to be calm. “My dear
friend, you are asking questions for which the
answers are obvious. Apparently you want me
to break down and confess that this board is
doing an Injustice to your child. My dsar man,
your child can ride on the bua {f you will send
her to the public school. It's your fault. not
ours, that she didn’t ride to school this morn-
ing. You hxve withdrawn her from public ed-
ucation and you have placed har f{n a private
school. That’s your business, not ours, but don't
come to us looking for public heip When you
have your daughter in a private school”

“Mr. Presicdent, you and I as parents of chil-
dren of schoal age, are bound to obey the com-
pulsary education law. I obey It by sending my
child to the parochial school. You do the same
by sending your children to the public school.
But what bath of us must remember is that
you and ! are free to select whatever qualified
school we please, “Mr. President, the state has

autharized this board of education to help par -

enls comply with the compulsory education
laws by providing bus service for children whose
homes are a long distance from school Ba
cause [ choose to send my child to a parochiat
school this board of education refuses to help
me get my child to school Elther I must ar-
range for transportation at my own oxpehse,
or eclse expose my child to the hazards of the
highway., The position of this board Ia unrea-
sonabls and unfalr. It s clear wiolation of
equity. It penalizes me for the free exercise
of my constitutional rights.”

One of the beard members arose.  “Mr. Pres
ident, may I fust say st this paint that trans-
portation terwice not only helps the child but
it also helps the school. I dom't want this
board to violate the principle of separaton of
<church and state by using public meaey for a
sectarian purpose.”

Mr. Ryan could perceive that his line of argu-
mentation was being disregarded. The board
member was resorting to a slogan to esecape
facing the facts. Mr. Ryan decided to treat
this objection Hghtly.

“Oh, yes” Afr. Rysn sald, “there™s a sertous
danger that the transportation of my child on
the public scliool bus will lead to & unlon of
tho Catholls €hurch and the County Comamis-
slonera.® Mr. Ryan's broad smile betrayed the
frony of his remark. The crowd began to
chuckle. ‘Yes, indeed, some day the Pape him-
self might deive this bus over to Rome,
ably througlh ané of the tunneld that were bulit
duting the A1 Smith campaign” In an em-
Akl Ray, the crowd laughed.
“Serfowly” Mr. Ryan continued, “1 dont
favor & dmion of church ang state Like all
other loysl Arnericans, I believe that the church

.of;v‘-“d state should not be controlled by each
’e“,‘%&r‘
“witkch guldss us, “Render to God the things

Christ Wimselt enunciated the principle

that are God'm, 4nd to Caesar® the things that
are Caesar's”  But I fail to see how the separa-
tion of churcly and state can be used as an ex-
cuse for putting my child off the public school
bus. Is not the ciple of separation of
church #iid state straindd beyond all reason

"t whem ib viekin ctiady Bweirship & Sebility

fix gn Arerican citizen?

" “F want you gentlemen on this boant of edu
extion 13 U et I eecd oy oiiid
& Peter's Sciwoot  of my refigious con

victions,  Chtholle eduestion is as much & pat

g;'f ‘Mﬁmunymzangmmcruvm

of churel apd atate is supposed
ouf, Mr. Presidens, that

¥ : af m¥y child will pot be

Crpasnt bacaume she comes to school on public

- wheels eather thay private shoe mw.

. B ® - .

By ik #ow the crowd was becoming I
tesiedy inteteriad in the debate, and Lttle groups
bigam suldaed discussions of their own, The

Jdent rapped his gavel sod calied for order.

: M"hesdl,%houdmmcmw
est respect for your religious convictions. We
have o etiticlon of vour decision to send your
child to & parochial schoa) You have the right
2‘1)18 sgfet any school for the education of your

“Mr. Presldént,” Mr. Ryan saftl rather heat-
edly, “thers’s no point in laboring the obvi-
ous, (f coune, 1 have the right, but 'what
intorests me s the exercise of this right. In
$he Bouth the Negroes have the right te vote

oRR pay the accumulated poll tax. In
the sme semse, T have the right to sead my
child to & parochial school, if I cam arrange for
her iransportatiom st my own expease. Ii's
oot democrstlo te give dilsens cdights wilh
strings astachied. Democracy in educatlon does
not mean that parents who send thelr children
to parochial schools are merely to be tolerated.
Democracy is the right not only to be one, but
to be many in the pursuit of & common goofl ”

“If you, Mr. President, and I choose to edu-
cate our children in different ways, therp is no
good reason why you or I should be denied the
benefits commen to af] citizens of the state and
county. On the cantrary, in a functional demnoc
racy the government in all ita branches should
alm to heip all citizens of both majority and
minority groups to exercise their fundamental
civic rights.”

Another board member raised a new dift
culty. “Transportation of parochial school
children Is unconstitutional”

“Mr. President,” Mr. Ryan sald wearily. ~“I'm
a grocery salesman, not a lawyer. Im not

#s & diect comsequance
uftenployaent, But who will -

[ 3 a *
‘ 3 one rexpon why &
© dollar will not do as much
for us as it wed to is Lecause

Bt rom, I thefr ho e ooredible Corsioan whode:  we are wot willng to do
siifed.... . opee fiedt every juindgle of logle. ukmh.iior it. b a
I . B 1 . : - * *
The thexdy © . .. Now if someone has to strike,
did ‘@ g why cart it be the zadio come
o disns?

. - [] [

& Miineapolls firm s now
working of its 1849 line of
aal At least theyre
hiave about the future.

familiar with the technicalities of constitutional
law, but . ,.”

“Just & moment, please.” The crowd turned
around to look at old Judge Perkins. Every-
one knew he would have the facts. “Mr. Pres
ident,” Judge Perkins continued, “1 db kmow
a litue about the legality of transporting non-
public school children. Not long age I made
a study of this questlon Here are some facts:

“(1) Fifteen states have statutes explicitly
authorizing the transportation of nonpublie
school pupils. They are California, Iliinols,
indiana, Kanss, Kentucky, Montana, Massa-
chusetts Michigan, Missourl, New Hampshire,
New Jersey, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island
and Washington.

“(2) Four states give implicit authorization
in their general transportation legislation. They
are Connecticut Loulsiana, Maryland ,and New
Mexico.

“(3) T™hve courta in Cslifornia, Kentacky.
Maryiand, New Jerwy, and Washiagton have
upheld the comstutionslity of statutes suthor
tzing bus service for moupublic school children.
The decisions in California and Washington
are being appealed. The courts fn Delawnare,
New York, and Oklahoma have declared such
statutes unconstitutional The Supreme Court
of the Unitad States has ruled that the trans
partation of children to parochial schools does
not violate the First and Fourteenth Amend
ments of the Federal Constitution.

“Therefare,” the Judge concluded, “I don't
think this board can decide one way or another
concerning the constitutionality of the practice
of giving transportation service to nonpublic
school children. If the legislature of this state
decides that it wants to protect all school chil-
dren from the dangers of the open highway. it
seems to me that it would be carrying out i
exercise of police power in the interest of the
general welfare. Perhaps a taxpayer may pro
test that public funds are being used for a pii
vate or scctarfan purpose. Then the courts of
this state will decdde the matter. But remm&mber
this,” the Judge paused to take off his glasses
- “the people will have the last word If the
people really are convinced that parochial school
children are entitlad to protection from safety
hazards, they will bring about the enactment of
legisiation appropriate for this purpose”

- L] L

Once again Mr. Ryan arose. “Gentlemen.”
he satd, “1 don’t want to delay the progress of
this meeting. But may I say that I am confl
dent that {f this problem were presented to the
citizeps of this county, they would agree that
my d and the other children along
highway 36 should ride on the Sutton County
bus. They would realize that as long 88 these
youngsters are compelled ta walk along the
open highway any cittzen of this county who
happens to be driving on highway 36 may be
come invoived In & dreadful accident.

“if iny daughter hsd been killed tiis mom-
ing whilo she was trudging atlong the edge of
the highway, would any citizen in this county
abkolve himsel! from the shameful guiit of
exopsing a little child to the perils of the high
way? And, Mr President,/ff one of the board
members had struck dowa my daughter asi
crushed her to death under the wheels of his
sitomobile, would he axcuse himsell by saying
that shie was a parochist school child?”

*Sir,” the President gervously glanced at the
clock, *I'm sorry this board can't help you.
I am aftaid we must g6 on to our own busi
ness.” :

“Thank you, Mr. President.” Mr. Ryan sat
down., knowing from long experience that on
this deal he could rTagister “no sale.”

As the mesiting went on, authorizing appro
priations for & new drinking fountain, repairs
af the publfe scheal roof, 3 new series of text
books, visual alds, James Ryan sat in puzzled
gilence, What was he to do? His work took
him away so much that he couldnt plan to
drive Marforie to school every day. He conddnt
let ber walk six miles a day to and from the
Catholic school Would he send ker to pubie
sahool ?

This was the easy golution; but tie faith of
his fathers rose in Jafhes Ryan’s soul, “I'm an
Amorican citiren,™ lse toid himeelf, “I know my
rights, U Aght for them.”

He [x st} fizhting: it meanwhite Hitle Afar.
Jorle walks 1 St Peler’s on the days when her
father cannot drive her into town. Jn rain or
is sunshine she tramps slong highway 3 while
the big trocks and fustenoving cars ronr by
She waits at the crossing of the threetracked
malnline of the raflroad. And, as she reaches
the edgre of the tovwn, she saos the nonsSctarian
school bus, pald for by Sutton County taxes,
ol by, taking the children fo the public schosl,
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