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}0rt» | i r lft» WI»Wif wtrnlBf Hfht» fliokar. 
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*r#r« eOiOtlni KWt I lyppow you h«d to 
^m *» *orry th*t only public tehooi 

m «re *!f»wW to rktt oa the public bu», 

At*b|"M*rteri« urt̂ Hrf » cry, but the didn't 
•ptMjS&Mi V&b'htf tlut ! * • *h»old never cry 
^•**^WM»b*d«ir l , Sh« ludJi't dore »n>-. 

• Th* Swiw Suixrior of St. PiLw'i w^eomed 
MwMI*., Off WJitt* the v»«t thoet «nd stock. 
|n|tt _m*c hud * wpply of etocktngs and 
«llp«n Mr *uch «mir|erK[«. nv«lt,- Slater 
i f * * * i # irttt Wve to 4rtv» ww to school 
In the futur*. Thr« rallw walking is far too 

JjlM*. m • Uttt* ilrt C» dao"~*nd Slitsr 
(NtttAt*ft to » ^ U—"'you'll have to go to the 

public icriool io thAt you wn rtde on the bus." 
"Water,' mtittfr aakti, "what's a I M » M * 

taHitn Soa?1* 
"Aak your Daddy," SUter laid, smUlng, for 

the could at* the rtdreuloo* humor of csIUng 
a ooa tiotvaecterljm. •Meajnwhtlo.** Slater ctm-
tlttilfcl, 'Til tilephont your fathtr ana aak him 
to tfcrlv* yeu horn* from achool thla ftvenlnc" 

• » • 
WtajrjoHfi'a fiathar sella groceries for a whole* 

M$ n o w In a territory *Wch cortra ten court-
ttae.twtroutkdiBi SWton County. James Ryan 

J l * ««««»iia *al**mani hla crontw amy that 
h» hi* a ufgom H»» ot i»t»" which' pleaxw hla 
s\iitomlr* Sfct whes «*r]orl« «*ked her 
fathfr for ttje d«MUonvef a T.an.*ectarlsn 
*u%* Ut* Ay«tt decldfd ha% bettar have, a word 
% i«* aftte twxt t>ttWJe meeting of the Sutton 
KSrtittly School Soar* "Perhaps,5* he mused, "I 
can sell a ihort order of Justice to the school 

W^1 

l-'-*^.itl 

hair ^ U t " v e w ^ n on 

~ H H t * ^ t 'W#i%ilfti*4iB̂  bi»|ttUi 

jtteteinatPftisfiJiaSl 

P g W .a 

r^5? 1 

•Rati hi|ht he drove foto town tor the school 
-board meeting. No one paid any attention to 
rftirn as lie fcra&4 » P»ee» fhe president of the 
luttea County School fcosttl \Yas already talk-
int. 

„. ,V̂ EOW,tt laid the president, "we must consider 
"ieva-taH wsolutions authorlzlne appropriations 
iilS6u»w funds for certaltt eactraortllnafy school 
;,«#&&$'tutea. But before we-go on, let me 
•fly u»t the meetings of the board are con-
;auoted& la ft aemoor<flo waftner. because wo be-
•tttv**Jnk tKe|mB|te}iaMb6& In thia cou»ty are 

••• % * ^ b ^ ^ W « ! a ^ * f i s , l^eatstresoltt. 
.4loti aH«Ki)fi«e#-,«ia^r«ptl*tioh- of $3,20€k^ for 
.;|h| oration ^ t i * # s t o * hu»«loa« btgbway 
*??& t ij^eet ^-oppiStioft to.»J* 

;':•-' ^m a »$*(«**• '»atd \$& Ityati* 'Tra new 
la 'Ml nalthbolhood. and iwiust sly that the 
tax** ««t fa my ojitnlon, excawlve. Why, Mr. 
PreetaHnt. tout*, button «owity yf«M IŜ SDO a 
m t an. &m«unt dtnibl. > ttach^r'j *vet**e 
p*|»ry for the osiraUoA ©f** feus? When I 
Wa* 4 ,boy» 1 waflrttf te ae&oot Sat ,«fc three 
M4*T»altn^e*evetyd«y. I'm healthy. Walk-

""W<na^ *%•» replied *he *pa*J4»t "sow 
roust nt>t fftt^et ttiat th,i«s {>«v* chanted. Ui 
>m&$^m*ii&*? ^ r ^ d t r o ^ a | * | * r r 

m m Some chlldwn 11^ tl«ht mil*, from 
t6hi&0t. . - ' 
?'<2J the* J* .OftJy owehfcif rail* of stdewalk 
"t3| Puiljsa! we j>r>schoot a^4 »ftep.sch^Ol 

jwMedie the aweafa$e density tit amcanefette traffic 
Mmt *UtM*r SS te 285 ve*itcf«r »n hotir,. 

HQ <M\$etM Mm *1OB* hlehway S& «ft*t 
^«oe« an* ot.tlte Dsoat daftgeroua; tVadavfeniss-
fn** fe that *j*«, DttWne the period* whe& 
the c h t o a m^A he«w«!«a whô J aitd tooine, 
tfwr* i« a»\ averagf of elesrejR trains, am h/kt 
ovte tfie, tiacfc*. The Wossfeâ  i* r̂ totfeoted only 
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TOR PUBLIC SCHOOL KIDS ONLY!" 

by automatic crossing llfhts. 
"IS) Last year, before this county purchased 

a boa, threo children were killed, two by auto
mobile, one by train. 

"(B) Since we have had this bus attendance 
during the winter months and during Inclement 
weather ha* Increased 20 per cent." 

After thia recital of fact* and figures, the 
president of the board continued, T m sure that 
Up reasonable taxpayer will seriously object to 
any expenditure which protects the lives of the 
children In this county. Times have changed, 
my friend. When you were a boy, there weren't 
so many traffic hazards. Now a child risks his 
life every time he walks down that highway." 

• • • 
Mr. Ryan was chuckling, but he kept a seri

ous appearance, "well, then. Mr. President," 
he aaJd, "this appropriation is a measure for 
ptl&Uo safety. How does ft concern the school 
beard which la supposed to restrict its Interests 
to education?* 

The President, now somewhat pertrubed. 
leaned over the desk and with a great deal of 
emphasis, said T m a lawyer, and rve investi
gated! this question thoroughly. Vou are right 
In saying that the authorization to operate 
schools does not carry with it the right to pro
vide transportation. However, the state has 
delegated this county board two Important and 
closely associated reapoonsibllltles: (1) the en
forcement of the compulsory education law, and 
(2) the operation and retuiation of pupil trans-

rrtatlon. The two must go together. T h e e 
no point tn authorizing thia board to compel 

parents who Uvo eight miles from school to 
send their children to school unless at the same 
time we have tho power to give them trans
portation." 

"Well, Mr. President." Mr. Ryan said, "I roust 
confess that I am won over to a favorable arti-
tudo toward this resolution. I am the father 
of tharec children One of them goes to school. 
Certainly, I wouldn't want any child to this 
county exposed unnecessarily to the dangers of 
the highway But I have one question. This 
morning my daughter, Mariorifi. w u put off 
the Sutton County School bus. She was told 
that it was a non-sectarian bus. There most 
be some mistake. Tm sure . . ." 

"Now, sir." interrupted the president, "this 
board is opposed to a union of church and state. 
Our bus is reserved for children who attend 
the ctassJMf*. free, non-sectarlin achool open 
to all- If you wish to Mad your child to St. 
Peters School, you may do *o. but your daugh
ter cannot ride on our public bus. " 

• • • 
By this time the crowd at the board meeting 

\v&3 becoming somewhat excited. Taxpayers 
rarely challenged the president, who prided him
self In his legal sbtlity to detect fallacies In bis 
opponent's arguments. 

"Mr. President," Mr. Ryan continued, "you 
rodteg (nets. Let me ask a few questions: 

"<1> May a parochial (tehooi child use She 
public sldow-alkn leading to the nonpublic 
school? 

"(3) May the parochial school child vraah her 
hands In vvatar which will be drataed from tine 
parochial school Into the pabUo eswert 

*tt> Stay the parochial sohool ohUd borrow, 
.book* front the pubUo library «Maapplamemavr}-. 
.readmit tn connection with her sohool wearkt . . 
..."CO Slay a parc<^a) aehoe4 chili play In UM 
public ntaytzoiand located est puMle achool 
property? 

"<5> May the puetto school doctor vaeeiaatte 
the parochial aohoot children? 

"(6> May • iwroeMal school call* fee admit*** 
into Ilea puhB* hospital for injuries taoatvet «n 
pairocBlsl school premises? 
-•<• *<$} JDeea the same attendance officer avrrttt 
all truants tefardlea* of what achool they «t> 
tentt 

"And, Mr. President," Mr. Ryan continued, 
"let me ask one mote ejection. Is it less a 

crime tor a 
school child 
child V 

careless driver to kill a parochial 
than It Is to kill a public school 

•*miuA,ii^im 

TlM President trted to be calm. "My dear 
friend, you are asking questions for which the 
answers are obvious. Apparently you want me 
to break down and confess that this board Is 
doing; an Injustice to your child. My dear man, 
your child cam ride on the bus If you will send 
her to the public school. It's your fault, not 
ours, that she didn't ride to school this morn
ing. Tou have withdrawn her from public ed
ucation and you have placed her in a private 
school. That's your business, not ours, but don't 
come to us looking for pobfie help when you 
have your daughter In a private school." 

"Mr. President," replied Mr. Byavn. warming 
srp to the argument, "1 aid sot withdraw my 
child from gJBBlle education, nor have I with 
drawn my tax support from the ptshUe schools. 
Yoo seem to imply that aay parent who exer-
efsea hi* cstiatittitlonal right In ssiacthtg a SMB. 
pUbSo school far thet education of Ma ohOdren 
is a traitor to pubSo education. Yoo Infer that 
beeans* I exercise my rights to select s sohool 
for my child, I forfeit my dalm to public hene-
(lis provided hi the interest of ptibHc health 
aad safety. 

"Mr. President, you and I as parents of chil
dren of school age, are bound to obey the com
pulsory education law. I obey It by sending my 
child to the parochial school You do the same 
by sending your children to the public school. 
But what both of us must remember Is that 
you and I are free to select whatever qualified 
school we please. "Mr. President, the state has 
authorized thia board of education to help par
ents comply with the compulsory education 
la»t by provtdlng bus service for children whose 
homes ar« a long distance from school. Be
cause I choose to send my child to a parochial 
school this board of education refuses lo help 
mo get my child to school Either I must Ar
range for transportailon at my own expense, 
or else expos* my child to the hazards of the 
highway. The position of this board is unrea
sonable and unfair. It is clear violation of 
equity. It penalizes me for the free exercise 
of my constitutional rights." 

• • • 

One at the heard members arose "Mr. Pres
ident, may I just say at thia point that trans
portation teivice not only helps the child but 
ft also help* the school I don't want this 
board to violate the principle of separation of 
church and state by using public money for a 
sectarian purpose." 

Mr. Ryan could perceive that his tine of argu
mentation was being disregarded. Tho board 
member was resorting to a slogan to escape 
facing tho facts. Mr. Ryan decided to treat 
this objection lightly. 

"Oh, yes," Mr, Ryan said, "there's a serious 
danger that the transportatloa of my child on 
the public so&ool bos will lead to a anion of 
the Catholic Church aad the County Commls-
aloners." Mr. Ryan's broad smile betrayed the 
irony of his remark. The crowd began to 
chuckle. "Yes, indeed, some day the Pope him
self might drive this bus over to Rome, prob
ably through one of the tunnels' that were built 
dating tilt A3 Smith campaign.'' hi ah em-
batraitaed. way. the crowd laughed. 

••Serj^pyi** Mr. Ryan continued, "I dont 
favor ijifitlon of church and state Like all 
other loyal Americans,! believe that the church 

.and state should not be controlled by each 
Othsr. Christ himself enunciated the principle 
w%fch guide* us, "Render to Cod the things 
that are God**, and to Caesar* the things that 
are Caesar's.' But I fail to see how the separa
tion of church and state can be used as an ex
cuse for putting my child off the public school 
bus, I s not the principle of separation of 
church and *tate strained beyond all reason 

The Soviets are hoping &# 
* u;ep««**i<«* ia America and, 
*M -colispa*" of oapiialiim 
here *s * Afreet conseo.ueac« 

; of uite«ipl«yxnent Bat who will 
1 they hott-ow from, if their hope* 
«re> iustlfiedv 

FSoosts to Ihe Middle West 
have imaged; the corn croo. 
gut as yet there is nothing to 
suggest that there will be any 
noticeable, shortage of the kto4 
»f "cssflrn," that comes to hot-

Worth feuotlftig 
Radicalism always ie plausi 

hie, Tet the answer to the 
logical Fremch revolution was 
the ^-^edjble Cowtkan who de
fied every $rkrtla?e of logic. 

* * • 

The war already has b&& 
Over long: enough so that quite 
* -number of veterans have 
gotten ever t&etwfcit of saying 
"Sir." 

On* **h* way" to celebrate 
the r*ov«rth.is to atay at home 
and ihu* a?vold beta* klUea in 

*L, ..Ja îLĵ rAAfl..fe..,!'t 

traffic accidents. 
* « • 

Perhaps one reason why a 
dollar bal will not do as much 
for us as It used to is because 
we are riot willing to do as 
much lor it* 

* * * 
Now If someone has to strike. 

*h> cantt It be the radio coroe-
dlftaisf 

* * • 
4 Minneapolis firm Is now 

wording ea its i§4& line of 
ealeadsi% At least they're 
fcravf about the future. 

whw it »J*k«» cSasch wacOwsafiip a UabCiiy 
for ecu *«#rlc*j\ citizen? 

n w*«t-ycu «est*era*n on fhl* boast! of edu> 
ctttioa f» u*testap4 that I tend my chfid to 
Ik. Fft*t*s School becaase of my reUgloaa con 
«Ss3tm CatfcoUe education i» as much a psrt 
est w y 8tHf£»t a* saying; tuy prayers or having 
my tm&m baptized. U you gentlemen make 
it -Impmmi m ilffimlt for me to send my 
cftttf Hi m$m!ixte*i achool yea are restricting 
my wligfcu* ISberty, th* very fireedom which 
the wtpifsttaat of thorn a»t *x*tt bt supposed 
to psoticf. $1*9 I potet out. Mr. President, that 
the reUgloua training of my child will not be 
iijfflreaieil hecaua* she comes to school on public 

• w£sfl« rather than private ahoe leather^ 
- • - . ' • • • 

IftT tfcka- sttiia the crowd was becoming la 
te^jf tnttretted in the debate, and little groups 
began •wfcduea' diacusslons of their own. The 
president rapped his gavel and called for order. 
•"My frI*B4w he sals', "thi* board has the great
est reaped lor your religioTa conviction*. We 
bate no erltlckm of your decision to send your 
child t e a parochial school You have the right 
to select any school for t&e education of your 
child." 

"Mr. P*esldtot,'* Mr. Ryan said rather heat
edly, "there's no point in laboring the obvi
ous. Of course, 1 bars the right, sat what 
Interest* me Is the exezrtee af thia right la 
th* gouts the Negros* have the right t» vote 
n they osa pay the accumulated poll tax. In 
the same teste, g bars the right to sessd my 
child to a parocfaiaJ school, If I earn i m a p for 
her trsaaportaaoa at aay own esfpesse. It's 
not •emoeratlo tt> gtre dusen* rights wlib 
striae* attached. Democracy in education does 
not mean that parents who send their children 
to parochial schools are merely to be tolerated. 
Democracy 1* th* right not only to be one. but 
to be many tn the pursuit of a common good " 

"If you, Mr. President, and I choose to edu
cate our children tn different ways, there) is no 
good reason why you or I should be denied the 
benefits common to aO citizens of the state and 
county. On the contrary, in a functional democ
racy the government tn all its branches should 
aim to help all citizen* of both majority and 
minority groups to exercise their fundamental 
civic rights." 

Another board member ralaed a new dim 
eulty. TraiuportaUon of parochial school 
children Is unconstitutional." 

"Mr. President." Mr. Ryan said wearily. Tm 
a grocery salesman, not a lawyer. Ira not 
familiar with the technicalities of constitutional 
law. but . . ." 

• • • 
"Just a monwat, please." The crowd turned 

around to look at old Judge Perkins. Every
one knew he would have the facta. "Mr. Pres
ident," Judge Perkins continued. "I do know 
a little about the legality of transporting non
public school children. Not long ago I made 
a study of this question Here are some facts: 

- i l ) Fifteen states have statutes explicitly 
authorizing the transportation of nonpublic 
school pupils. They are California. Illinois, 
Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Montana. Massa
chusetts Michigan, Missouri, ?few Hampshire. 
New Jersey, New York, Oregon. Rhode Island 
and Washington. 

"(2) Four states give implicit authorization 
in their general transportation legislation. They 
are Connecticut Louisiana. Maryland .and New 
Mexico. 

"(3) The court* in Cafltonua, Eeatacay. 
Maryland, New Jeney, aad Washington have 
upheld this coejtltutlonality of •tatutes author-
tsiag baa aarvtce for nonpublic acltool cMMrea. 
The decisions In California and Washington 
are being appealed. The courts In Delaware, 
New York, and Oklahoma have declared such 
statutes uneonitJtufJonaL The Supreme Court 
of the t'nited States has ruled that the trans 
pnrtatlon of children to parochial schools doe* 
not violate the First and Fourteenth Amend
ments of the Federal Constitution. 

Therefore'* the Judge concluded. "I don't 
think this board can decide one way or another 
concerning the constitutionality of the practice 
of giving transportation service to nonpublic 
school children. If the legislature of this state 
decides that It wants to protect all school chil
dren from the dangers of the open highway. It 
seems to mo that it would be carrying out lt« 
exercise of police power in the Interest of the 
general welfare. Pprhaps a taxpayer may pro
test that public funds are being used for a pn 
vate or sectarian purpose. Then the courts of 
this state will decide the matter. But remember 
this." the Judge paused to take off his glasses 

"the people will have the last word. If the 
people really are convinced that parochial school 
children are entitled to protection from safety 
hazards, they will bring about the enactment of 
legislation appropriate fox this purpose" 

• • • 

Once agaun Mr. Byan arose. "Gentlemen." 
he said. "I don't want to delay the progress of 
this meeting. But may I say that I am confl 
dent that if this problem were presented to the 
citizens of this county, they would agree that 
my chOd and the other parochial children alone 
highway 36 should ride on the Sutton County 
bus. They would realize that as long as these 
youngsters are compelled to walk along the 
open highway any citiZEh of this county who 
happens to be driving on highway 36 may tx-
cotne involved In a dreadful accident 

"If fhy daughter bad been MUed thw mom 
Ing while sue was trudjrlnr along the edge of 
the highway, vroald any citizen In this county 
absolve himself from the shameful guSt of 
exopabag a little chOd to the perili of the high 
way? And. Mr. Presioeatt/lf one of the board 
members had struck dowa my daughter aad 
crushed her to death under the wheels of his 
automobile, would he excuse* himself by saying 
that she was a parochial school ch2ar* 

"Sr," the President nervously glanced at the 
dock, T m sorry this board a n t help you. 
I aft afraid we must go on to our own bust 
ness." 

•Thank you, Mr. President.'* Mr. Ryan sat 
down, knowing from long experience that on 
this deal he could register "no sale." 

As the meeting went on. authorizing appro
priations for a new drinking fountain, repairs 
of the public school roof, a new series of text 
books, visual aids, James Ryan sat in puzzled 
silence. What was he to do? His work took 
htm away so much that he couldn't plan to 
drive Marjorie to school every day. He couldn't 
tet her walk six miles a day to and from the 
Catholic school Would he send her to public 
school? 

This was the easy solution; but the faith of 
his fathers rose its James Ryan's soul, T m an 
American cirkeii," he told Mmseli, 1 know my 
rights, Fu fight for them,* 

He Is slin figfttxaKt but meanwhile little Mar-
jfbrJe walks to Su Peter's cm the days when her 
hither cannot drive her Into town. -In rain or 
in sunshine she tramps along highway 96 while 
the big tracks sad fast-movtog ears roar by 
She waits at the crossing of the threcrtracked 
mainline of the raHroad. And, as she "reaches 
the edge of the town, she s§es the non-sectarian 
school bus, paid for by Sutton County taxes. 
roll by, taking the children to the public school. 
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