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CABOJVAL SrWXMAN-
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At It* wituttl meaUitg: fn Rtvenilde, C«af., 
tht Cornell of Methodltt IHahop* (teetered fl*tly 
tfMt this Cuthollc Phurch t« deceiving th* Am«r-
Ic4m puilto In lti tmlncere **tfflrro»t]on» of 
l^ttt^ *o> 4iria<K»0o imfr." «nd the «nm«U 
d«ct!«(t JMrlous threat to our pubHo cdae«tl<mal 
JlS'ittW whloli t« the bulwark ox democMcj?.'* 

Oh tlt» Mme <3»y the presldtnt of the South. 
«Mi BiptJit Convention uterted fn an tddreu 
to 10,0<X* convention delejatei, "This omlnou» 
d*cliIon lot the Supreme Court) mtM a shadow, 
now Ad larger than a mm'a hand, tmt portend-

the Paptlit Conventtoa alio approrea UM 
prepo»#d Iryaon amendmeHt to the Federal 
Coo*MWIJ<m H*lch novii mike It tlknal tor 
any f»«ath of jtoy«ram«i» to girt street er la-
«t«et aM to any »«ctarl«n educetJowl fMtitu 
ttofl. Obviously, thla amendment la AcilgTied 
to; 6V?rtharow tite Supreme Court's decision. It 
it InUtided that tho basic law ot our land, our 
Conitltution, the aame Constitution which ch«-
dr«rr are tsughl in aehoel to respect and lov«, 
shall contain A prohibition against furntihing 
bua rld« to «ny children except those attendinj 
th* publto schools. 

1 him that any audi dUeriminaUon is con-
tijmdlctory to the Constitution of our common 
country—a Constitution which dowa through 
th* }'**r» of our nation'* lift.has been defended 
by th« pr*c!0H» blood of Protestant* Catholics 
and Jiw*. H*T« ear attackers to soaa forgot 
f«»rtKac*or»M Hi gttti e«(»hit ytu* of was* 
s n i Muta whtts milltona el oar aoMttreona of 
•maty fait* fought tMe ay tM$ to amy for as 
« w ptacat? 

• • « 
W«« t«Kh aMaeka upon the Catholic Church 

confined to purely eocltalastieal af/alrs, I should 
not tu» such aa occasion aa this to respond. 
But the attack of today la directed not at 
Catholicism, but at the patriotism of Americas 
Catholic*. 

Some people once again are asking "May 
Catholic* be trusted! may they bo conceded afl 
the advantages- and' opportunities at American 
citizenship; may tholr Church have full free­
dom of ectlvityr" 

Aa a true Catholic and loyal American, I feci 
compelled to meet this challenge squarely and 
resolutely; but I do so reluctantly, because I axn 
disappointed when religious disagreements are 
carried Into the field of citizenship In a day 
nnd time when the nation's very peace Is at 
staKe—a crisis far more vital than any dispute 
e*^ bus Tides Sttr sehsei ehD r̂eu. 

to tho War of Independence, the Ovtl Wax. 
In World "War I and World War II—reli«lous 
bigotry was abated, If not abolished. It would 
be a pity and a sin it It be the truth that only to 
war are- religious secw tolerant and respectful 
of ont another! Yet four successive wars bear 
witnels to this Act. 

• • • 
AM now thai the tateat war is won, Nrotry 

one» again is eating Its way into the vital 
organs of the gxeateat nation on the face of 
Ihe earth—our own beloved America. It is 
one more phase of the historical cycle 

Once again a crusade is being preached 
against the Catholic Church in the united 
States. Once again the .attack is directed not 
against Catholicism as such, not against Cath­
olic dogmas or practices, not against the Cath-
ollc eleigy. but against the Catholic Church as 
a social instituttorr, as a cultural force in the 
United States 

Once tt was the tremendous Influx of Catholic 
Immigrants wldoh stirred the attack on the 
church, new tt ts the growth and expansion 
tthk* ii etatmed to be a constant threat to the 
supremacy or pabllo education in the United 
Stat**. 

Why is Catholic education thus attacked? 
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This attitude is last one moro esampio of 

the historical struggle to weave into the basic 
laws of the United States elements of Prates-
tast theology. It in monteA that the First 
Amendment's prohibition against "laws respect-
tea an estthlisbrorot of reifgian" lays down a 
role of faith. 

It Is assumed that ail American people munt 
agree to the dogma that In the sight of God 
all churches are of equal value. Prom this as­
sumption tt Is concluded that any American »ho 
does not accept this brand of toleration ts o 
heretic front the democratic faith, 

And the best that may be said for the dis­
senter Is that he should not be persecuted, but 
definitely he fa a sore spot on the body politic -
to be barely tolerated because the Consrttudon 
says he must 

Quite ebrtousljr. H-fcat Is needed in Use United 
Slates to a setter swdenrtanfing of the true 
relationship between Church and State In this 
country, and of Just what fa meant by tfwlr 
"sepantfoa.* I doubt If some of those Pro­
testant preachers realize that their incessant 
§leas tor a complete separation of Church and 

tate would strike a very discordant note in the 
ear of Thomas Jefferson In France, Jefferson 
had heard the battle cry "sqparatlon of Church 
and State." 

He knew that tho pics for a separate state 
was In fact a demand for separation from Chris­
tianity, a demand for the suppression of rell-
glon, for the virtual extinction of the Catholic 
Church. . 

In France the government had decided to put 
the churches out of existence by taking over 
their functions. Although Jefferson, as a phil­
osopher and even as a religious person, had 
considerable sympathy for French rationalism 
and deism, ho had not respect for the French 
revolutionary theory -the forerunner of mod­
em Fascism—that government should dominate 
the lives ot its citizens. 

• • • 
In a letter to the famous French liberal, Du 

Pont de Nemours, Jefferson declared, "\Vo both 
love the people. But you love them as Infants 
whom you are afraid to oust without nurses, 
and I, as adults, whom I freely leave to self 
govarnznent" 

In this remark Jefferson manifested his pref­
erence for tolerance over*the suppression of 
religion; and the French version of separation 
of Church and State was quite different from 
what Jefferson had in mind when he urged the 
disestablishment of the Anglican Church tn 
Virginia. 

Whatever lua opinions on religion. Jefferson 
would not countenance any governmental ac­
tion which would Interfere with tho free exer­
cise of religion by any one citizen or by any 
group of dtizenst 

In Virginia Jefferson led tho battle for reli-
gioua liberty. The straggle was fierce. Several 
of our famous statesmen differed with Jeffer­
son's views. But there was one common and 
uaanlmous point of agreement among all (hm 
men: that th* belief us God must be preserved. 
This was tho significant rharacterbtlo of Use 
American plan for reUgtotn toleration as con­
trasted with the degeneracy of the French Rnv-
ohattoa against God and the Church. 

Americans are fighting on God's side and 
not against Him, In the name of freedom Un 
their struggle for liberty. It was tho thought 
of our founding fathers that tho government 
be Wholly disinterested In a person's creed, but 
be fhlty Interested tn ail persons as citizens. 

As a Justice Alexander of the Mississippi 
Supmne Cauff expresses it. 

"Useful citizenship ta a product and servant 
of both th* Church and State, and the dtlwns' 
freedom must Include the right to acknowIeJjre 
th* rights and benefits of each, and to impart 
late each the Meats and training of the other. 
There-Is no requirement that the Church should 
be a Dafeiitty so those ot Us citizenship who are 
at the aame time etOsesis or the State . . .* 

« * • 
Oar fotradbsg fathers certainly did not regard 

religious liberty as a concession of government. 
On the contrary, they demanded that our gov­
ernment acknowledge the citizens' right ol 
conscience In religious matters as an inalien-
abla right, always to be protected, never to be 
Impeded cither directly or Indirectly, to their 
opinion and In the opinion of most Americans 
today, the right of religious freedom Imposes 
a corresponding duty of religious tolerance. 

It requires that ail citizens respect the civic 
rights of each and. every American, regardless 
ot his religious affiliation. It means that as an 
American citizen and a Catholic I may indeed 
not agree with the tenets of Protestantism, but 
I may not directly or Indirectly deny to my 
Protestant friends any of their rights as Amer­
ican citizens. 

Is it not dear that when a Catholic school 
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and the? music stops. 
In the same way, all of crea­

tion — everything in existence 
—is God's song. It can r«mala 
In being only *» long „ as He 
keeps singing. Let p in stop 
and there would be silence — 
the silence of an empty void 

Perhaps a better example Is 
in the notion of a thinker and! 
his fhoioght An Idea has reality 
in our rriindl only as long as 
we ke*3> it there.. Our idea of 
China, for instance, depends: 
entirety on us for ihe existence. 

This wwM, too, ft God's 
Idea and can exist only so-long 
as && keeps it in mtod; for 
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JUSTICE JACKSON 
. . . He Asks and Answers 

a 

child is denied the use of a public school bus 
an injustice Is done not to the CalhoUo child, 
but to the American child who happens to be 
a Catholic? 

What Is really Involved Is a vtoUUos not of 
religions liberty bat of ctrlo equality. In this 
land of freedom, of inalienable rights, can there 
be any excuse, even one based on religious 
considerations, for treating any children as sec­
ond class- citizens and denying them thetr right 
to civil equality? 

• • • 
The best answer lo the problem la the de­

cision ot the Supreme Court In the ftew Jersey 
case. Justice Black's prevailing opinion Is a 
frank recognition «>f the difficulty "In drawing 
the line" between funds tor general welfare and 
those In aid of religious establishments. 

Due consideration must be given to the tax­
payers' freedom of religion, and the parents' 
freedom of education. Justice Black's classic 
decision, the flrst forward step in balancing 
these two freedoms. Is espressed as follow* 

"Obviously It Is not the parpase of the First 
Amendment to cut off Church schools from 
those tervterm which are separate sad Indis­
putably marked off from religion* function*.' 
The State most be 'neutral In Its relations with 
(troops of rellxloos believers and non-bcllevcre; 
tt does not require the State to bo thetr adver­
sary. State power I* no more to be used so 
aa to handicap rellalons than It Is to favor 
them.'* 

Here Is a sound working principle, one niuch 
does violence neither fo taxpayers nor to the 
parents of parochial school children. It gives 
no preferment to any one religious denomina­
tion or to any pne school system. It appeals 
to the fair-minded, ft is subject to criticism 
mainly by the Intolerant, who In thetr failure 
to win a victory in the court of law. seek re­
course tn the shady corners of bigotry 

• • • 
Win we then accept and honor the just de­

cision of our Supreme Court or wfll we, la bJjr-
otry, discredit, dishonor and deny it? I do not 
believe it Is the vocation of Americans to allow 
the elements of racial and religious prejudice 
to poison and pollute the blood poured forth 
from Ute wounds of the older nations of the 
world tnto the great crucible that Is America, 
a crucible of common sacrifice, suffering, work 
and triumph. 

Our vocation calls for love ot God and coun­
try and a sense of brotherhood, a vocation 
which wo Americans of the present can learn 
from Valley Forge and from other American 
shrines, and not from the resurrected corpses 
of Intolerant bigots 

To this end we have the example aret the 
insptratian ef eur men of our lighting farces, 
who fulfilled their vocation to live and, die 
united among themselves and for us at lame. 

I learned this truth a thousand times h a 
thousand ways; I learned It from a liter 
written by a United States Army. chapjiin 
which said: 

"It is with much happiness that I Inform ; 
that the Officers and men of my regiment 
sending you the sum of 53,000 to use in memo 
ot their fallen brothers in arms, who fait 
served their God and country even until deai 
and who, in their sacrifice fulfilled that grcd 
precept of love which Christ gave to us: 'Greatl 
er love than this no man hath, that a mas la>! 
down his life for his friends.'' , 

"With a generosity and tboughtfulness so . 
characteristic ot them they are asking you. , 
through me, their chaplain, to provide a me­
morial to their dead comrades in tho form of 
a mission chapel in these islands where they 
have served so conspicuously for the gjlory of 
their beloved flag. 

"Originally the Catholic boys conceived the 
Idea of this memorial, but scarcely had they 
started, when officers and men of other faiths 
requested to share In this loving tribute. 

'"Most of us have lived together for two years. 
We knew one another Intimately and loved one 
another with a friendship that will always be 
treasured by each and every one of us. To the 
honor and glory of our fellow soldiers who no 
longer live except In our memories, all the 
members of the regiment—CathoHcs, Protes­
tants and those of the Jewish faith—sercd you 
this remembrance of our love and esteem, for 
our departed brothers. 

"It is our earnest prayer that tsy this trSrote 
a new happiness may fin the hearts of then-
dear ones as they realize the deep affection and 
esteem with which we cherish their meB&ojry." 

• » • * t: 
1 

Can any American be disloyal by word or act 
to these fflea and the memory of their fallen 
comrades who saved tor us our freedom? Amer­
ica guarantees to each one of tim muBctns of 
her citizens alt freedoms with only such limi­
tation as are inherent in, the mutual rights of 
others: for- liberty, without such limitations is 

• tftstuSy. 
Believing in tins America, dare any one of us 

In heart or hand he panrty to any bigot or sect 
that seeks to tear apart this country that we 
levet" , , 
'Tow* as ye% men of, F^dhsan, !$«•** Ssese 

!$ii9 of Mtpttii to feu% your «B8ed'p*ees in 
"ifeNvorld, •%• as ou'e of your hro&ees and 
lathers, destined to 0ffl$ and ,gu«rd you in 

,'tr»'«&9* Of-p«i», N * yo*fc mm t» be r̂ Egloas 
nten and patarlotie Americans, devoted to the 

f njelptes of peace and of justice, sue to SFOUF 
iM»j$» *&*&»&*• pj«ht% an* &$ftah&, to 
men *******'̂ *̂"*̂ ' ' 
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