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table gap in English bYograshies of this Wmaeal
Bishop of the fomrth contury who left an indelible
and treasurable mark upoen the Church. In the

meantime, we can read abeut him ln Church Hiw
tories, and best of all in the xffectionste rmerooirs
of hirn given by his pupil and son-in-Christ, 5t Ag-
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That phrase i3 the hcamnr of a chaptar in Gernld
Vann s Morslity and War. Moro than once in this
column and & dozen ‘times eisewhere I have ox-
pressed the opinion —-call o rather the carefully con-
stdered judgment after years of reading that Fa
ther Vann of the English Dominieans is as CORTI PG
tent & phiflisopher uy there i on either side of the
Atlantie. “Thore’s nothing he has touched that his
has oot adbrned” said Ssmuec} Johnson @f Qllver
Caldsmith  May 1 be permitted to plagiarize snd
paraphrase there 13 nothing that Geraid Vann
touches that he does not clarify. In that he 5 8
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In the chapler referred to Father Vann mahes the .
point that even after & war has been entered intoi
justly it may be waged unjustly. ¥He quotes Rowe
Macaulay who had sud “whstsver other nstions |
may do @e as buman baings who value eivilization |
cannot sanction savagery - She had in mind the
use of particularly horridle
ham Steed replied that “there i3 no essential differ-
ence hertrecn w ax and arrowa ‘Greeh Fle, bosling |
oil. molten lead and other oeapons employed of old,
and mustard gas phosgene, Lewisite, thermite
&omhs. Bame-throwers and similar modern wesp-
ons” He wenl on to say that nations will not fight
with boxuing gloves and that “thfre i3 no imit o
what men will do -

At that point Father Vann ozmtribum the ecom-
ment  there & no Bmit to what men & do, buy ’
there {3 very definitely & Omit to what men may
do” and remain within the bounds of moral thesiegy.
With that distinction as a starling point, the learnsd
Dominican proceeds to the fuidaments! morsl prin. |
ciple it bas always been held (be meana in Cath-
olic theology' that the only limil abjects of atiack

as {ar s» buman beings are concerned are the com.
batants, it has aluways beenn heid a2t the

stanghtcy
of non-combatants could be.excused only if it wers
not deliberate and directly willed” Bunt “todav.® e
says, “thr civ population ks the object of defiberate
and wilied attack.” He quotes Marshall Petsin, Gen.
eral von Altrock and Major Sherman Miles, a2l of
whom agree that in modern warfare the extermina-
tion of the civillan population i directly simed at
Az & matter of fact Father Vann quotes bhalf &
doaen otber authoritiea, militsry or politiesn?, who
Justify divect purmm sitack upop the civiliaw .
population &f the cvemy. !!lmcixi!y if the mmy ‘
hxs commitled similar acla Vann in reply
says quictly “Christiza theolozy is more exigent”
and qaotes from “A Code of Internationat Eihiex”
“no violation of any prescription of poeitive law
by one of ke hﬂumnusmmeﬁtﬂhmm;
to free hirmsscll af all the lawa of wixr and revest
to the mos! cruel methods of primitive barberimn.”™
Anﬁ be adds “the slaughter of the innocent e ot &
positive Isw but of Latneal Inw” Posi-
th'e lzmr nua chz:u:r with thsies cl:?ms, bat
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admit thal one man may compmii a sin bécause gine
, other doss, or that ons aalicn may juvtly do & erim-
' tna) and bardaric deod becauxe Ws sneay bey @b
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uxo" Of course Bul we have to hold o fande

. menlsl slhleal prineints sven i we perish Phe Hasly |

See proterted sgainst The bomding of <ivilisn wm
tations in the Spaoish Wars and Fatlisr Vﬁsm e 4
in support of the Pa mmmm &
a Preach Cathsalic to the cffect that “no
strategic ressen can iwmty the methods of total war
anpioyed nou-comhstante,” and that ihe
“the massacre of non-cumbaiunts Ceotanes i poe
sible yet more revoiting when the leaders responsl
bie invoke the cuose of Christien civiligation” s
viously what s said of bowhing may be sadd with
emiphinsis of gassing.
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