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Christian’ '
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If tor nothing clae. the evening st Aquinas st

Sunday would have baep aemply tepaid for nue by
Margaret Angtin s presentation of the grest dnes of

Hecnba st the cancinsion

corpse of her little grandson whom the Greeks HEYe
killed &l the fal] of Troy Her cup of inh;rim-
fal. and the sorrow of all women in
atarkiy {p her hroken speech. remembering lost
things. Finally her soul drawn Ught over the rack
of grief she cries out,

“Lo, 1 have seeh the open hand of God;

And in it aothing nothing save the rod

Of mine affiictian, and the eternal bate,

Beyond all tands, chosen and iifted great

For Troy' Voin valn were prayer and inecense-swell
And bulls blvod upoh the altars! .. "~

Suddenly a quceting of the tumault of her soul A

tight breass througb ber grief. Dimiy sbke dizcerns

o divine purpose m her woe and ¢ the ragedy of

Troy
Al 1 well

Hiad He no! turned us in His hand and thrust
Our high things low and shook our hills as dust,
We had not been thus splendor snd sur wrung
An everiasting music for the song
Of esrth and heacven’”

There you have it' Four hundred years before
Christ taught the world by His erucifixion. a pegan
dramatist pereeiies as in a gloss darkiy.” the cres-
tive function of paun and cwlamity In & rapid
montage 1 see the ardeals gf this present war test-
tng the metrle of mans spirit. Wihout them ~we
had not been this splendor ™ 1 remember Colin
Kelly 1 remember the three men driven for thirty-
féur days on the open sea tn a raf! enduring grue-
same tosrors of body and mind but coming through
with their chins aup still holding on. still with the

will to ive 1 remember all cur boys deiving through -

strange lands of the earth agninst terribie foes 1

think of their mothers al home grisving Nke '

Hecuba, but proud too Like Hécuba of that eplendnr
which bad not been byt for the racking and siress
of affliction

8urely war 1s belhish It debauvches men
not forget that any more thao Hevuba, But even |
in cur moat ardent comviction of this it would be
ungracious and untrothful to close the eyes against |
an evident merciful Providence working through
the evil aresaity thrust upen us This is true even
though it was our own mixtalies of the past which
have thrust the evi] upon w We do not have o
sdopt the cyniclsm of fascist philosophers whe masm- ¢

makea men wirtle and siiffens their fbre But we
do have to recognize that it ¢ 861 incompatible with
a benevolent Providence to prrmit calumity 29 3
chastening penance and @3 a purging of tie dross
by fire The agrless wisdom of the comraon folk ):
reaitzed this truth i a proverd which comes from
the Portuguese, God writes straight with crooked
lines.”

If there is one barrier to the understanding of '
thizs by ocur. folk of today. it is our public educxtion
in school, prexs radio. and movie These hrve made |
us crass and worldly witheu! a vision of tie grest !
truths. Living in the heritope of nineteen hundred
years of Cbﬁ&&‘sn mﬂm thc're is not & dnmutw!
girteid ihe.
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