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75 Yeurs of Catholicity In Spencerport

History From Early
Beginnings Records
Noiable f{mgress

~

The bistory of 8t Jubn s parish
in ponievport dates pach alraost
& ¢entury  As early as the gear
851 Rey Bernard (CReifly, rector
of Bt Pateici’'s Chured in Hochuos
tee and later comsesruted Riabop
6f Harifara while traveiling
thraugh the town of
asited James M Marmedt, a remdont
of the town that he wondd acnd &
priest from his parsh to say Mass
for the Cathotic pupulation

in that vyear [athor Michaof
Weleh eame {rom Rochester and
cobebhrated Mazs far the Catholie
trhabiiants of Cigden
uhop lorated at Ggden Center and
ownad ard apeeated by an frish
Cuthalte aamed William Kenny
sotved ao the frst place of public

wnrsiip for the Cutholics of the !

ermmunity
A year later In 1852 Fathor
Pitapalrick, also fromn Hochester

ministered to the spirstual necds

of u growing Catholic pepulation !

The same bollding was uzed but it
had been purchased by the towsn
and srrvod Bow as a awa hall
For severnl years Catholie asrv.
fees continued to he held In the

town butidiag, priests coming fram

Rochsster and Hrackport to offer
Masa  fn 1T the people saw the
greal need for 8 butiding of their
own, In that year o small. woodsn
shapel was orsetod on the bill eant
of tho village in the neighborhond
of the present Speneerporl Motors
geeage. The exnot loration of the
echapet ta the cjte of the present
home of Andepw Hannsit on Cole-
man Ave Father Meflowan of
Brackpart and his succonsors, Fa-
ther Creednn and Keenan, attended
the Hitle chapel for the noxt fow
yvenrd, aorving the apiritus! wante
af tho (‘s!bagﬂ! s Ogden.

PATHER STORY--ERECITON
OF OLB-¢HUR(H

in 1898 Rev Richard Story was
appointed paster at Hroekport and
at the same time named to take
charge of Hponeerpart: The Cuath-
olic popotntin had incronand end
the asmall chapel on 8poncorport
Round could no longer necomme-
date tho fast growing congregation
Morsover It was the contontlon of
Bishep ®men of Buffulo to the va-
rtous pastors that the Httle chapel
was located in a aldden locality as
it (o indieato that the poople weve

ashamed of thelr religion. He
urgeqa that the church be placed in

lage Gefore he could officially pay
a vizit for Confirmation. A2 a ro-
syl tn 1845 it was necessnry for
many from Spencerport to go to
Brodkport tn ofder to receive the
Hacenmont of Confirmation.

Father Story thes purchaned 8
site of infnd on the corner of
Martha and Anmuty Sireeta for the
purpond of arecling a Hew and
farges church Oz OO0t 1 tas? the
sulemn ceremonies of the laying of
the corneratane took plooe  the fol.
lowing dovument was enlosed
“thas cornerstere  of
vVirarch was  blensed
the 7*h of (htober

and imtd on
1887 1 honor

of Our T.or ! Jesua Chitst under the ! church of their own

tithy af St John the Evangelist

Piua 1. being Pontif.  Andiew
Johnnon, Proeswdent of the United
Htatea Willtam Slaytan President

of the Trusteesa of the village., Rev .

Bichard Storvy Pastor by the Very
Rev  Wm. Gleason  Admimstrator
of the [Hocese of Buffalo sede ve
eante fihe See belng vacani:, Rev
James Early preaching the sor
man, many pricets  asssting. o
great crowd of people with com
mon Joy of all te the greater
glory of tlod  and gooed of the
t at olte caudse’

A few dsys after the laying of

the cerneistone, the ofection of
the (hurih began  After the work
Bad progressed  as  far as  the

shingting of the building the woold
en stru.ture was bBlown to the
ground by a territh gale an Do
® 1867 Rhortly tucroafler work
wise once more vesumed and n
less than g yenr the buihding wnos
_completod.

In 1868 Ypencevport became part
of the Rovhester dwuear Q8 Nov
23 of That year St John's Church
war dadicated by Moest Rov, Ber
nard MeQuatd the fest Blslop of
Rochester  assisted by & fuembe
of priests from neighboring par
iwhes Tt might be of Interest te

. note that this was the second
chureh te be dediented by Bishop
Weuaid afler agsuming the Ser
of Rochester, the first being Foely
Redesmor's in the oity on July 28

TRER,
Sept. & 1868 marked the first
meeting of the trustees of the pas-

o

flgdon aa-

A wagon '

Spencerport | coall

a Lay Trustees
i Of St. John’s|

A word eaneerning e ny-
trustees of 3t John e who so fath-
ifully served the parish shouid nol
“he without its place in eny parish
{lestmy Binee the very be 2
' 4%, Johin's hima Bad the good fortuns
‘ta have en lay-trustees meon who
?wmm Bent gpon duing &l i thew
, powes far the betlermwent of (Bis
actah They werhed bhand and
‘hagd with the pricsta whe, kibsred
‘mere tn every uwadertafisay that
"would sdd to the msierial wde of
‘the pirraefial plant Rgecul men-
'tton s dus John Morgan who
wryed as truntee intormitiently for
& yours Hirhard Hinssfla one of
Lo preaent trustess  Uho  haa
tyerved for the past 26 years and
“Cluorge  Heifrieh, who arted as
truster for epproxtimateiy I3 yea e
{The gratitede of prusts end con-

! gregation gous out to this devated
fine of earnest workers for the
genorogs manner n which they
bave fulfillad thetyr office down
| through the yeara

R

j - -

“tah. Mozt Rev Bermard MeQuaid,
Very Rev  James Bwiy Vieas
Ceneresl, KHov Richard Story, the
V nastat, end Wilitum [ Kinoey and
| Jahin Daoyle, partshioners, served
as the frat trustess. Hjnee. for &
' aumber of years, Bpencerport wak
s an out-miusion of Hrockport, the
rendly haptismal and msrriage rec-
rards of K1 Jolin's were Wept al
Brockport. I @as not gatpd 1870
,thiat soparate rechreds are found at
Spencecrport i that year the first
Baptiem recorded was that of John
!Bemwt'e. sore of John Bennett, and
'Haolen Casey, an Feb. 2, 1875, the
i flrst marriage of which there s
knowliedgs was that betwoen John
Morgan and Cathorine Kisrnan on
Sunday morning, Oct 24, 3875
| aftor tho tast Mass

t During the pastorate of Father
| Story tn June of 187% four and
"ane-hall acres of Innd were pur-
. chosad from Willtam Brown, to be
- uaod for o eemeotery. Tho Arst bu-
‘sl was that of FThomas Reyuolds
‘of Ogdin Conter on Apeil 13, 1874
{ auch could be said of the nohle

« work aceompiished by Father Story
| in thato pioncer days. - it sulfices to |
‘any. he ,voved s fuithful ol'upherd‘
‘who cared fot his flock.

Pather Story, alter & pastorate of |
iis yoars was survceded (n August

iot' 1878 by Bev Jamea CConpelly
i who became the first cenident pas-

tag af §t. Johr's. The prewent rec-

‘tory next to the old church was
a more prominent part of the vib |

gompleted at that time Upon thnl
death of Father Connelly. a year
later Reov. James B. Hartley, ialev '
pagtor at Palmyes, waz appointed !
te take charge Father Hartley !

. was the first pricat to say Maas m |

" Hilton. John Conroy s vestident of |
the town of Hilten and still active
as & trustoe of 3t Leos charch |
ashed Fatber naptley 9 come to
Hilton and offer Masa for the (‘ath-
aites of that Coemtnunity From
P80 unti 1382 Futber Hartley
“eften celebrated Masa in Hilton n
a butlding .nown as ‘Tennyson
In 1882 the woatous and loyal-
Cutholies of that village purchased
“tanll that they mught ereet a
The same
year the present St Leo's Chureh |
was vamploted and dediested The
_patish ¢+ ey made an out-tmsaton of
Sponcorport

In connection with the relobra-

intervat ta add that the
Mspr Jameas Bl Hartley .

it is of
Rt

tian of the fiest Masa in Hilmni.%

Rev

PA Retor Emeritua of 8t Ber-
_nard’s” Seminary. served that
Mavs He often cerved Mass tn'

Bpencerport durtng the pastorate

af Fr Hartley hts unclo.

Father Hartiey resigned the ad-
aotatratl on of Speacerport in 1884
and was saconded 1in turn by Rev
James MHuhkey who later became
pastar of Holv Apestle 8 Church 1
Haebeater A (onsus taken up at-
this GLime reveaed 501 wouls in the
yarmh.  Pathvr Magin succeeded
Father Mickey 1n 3888 and sepved
the pagisa until 13803 whon Father -
lune Avhe scrved for four years, '
was hamest pastor. From 3887 untid .
19033 there was no resident pas-
tor st *peavorport but the spintual ’
neods of the peoplo wore ministered

Lt by preesia from Rochestor. For
CBve yoass Rev Androw Breen, woll
,haown for hus eratory. fasthfully -
, servedt St John s,
CBernard's feminany The year fol-
lowing, piiests Lkewwe from the
 Semanary adit aistered the duies
;ot the parish. Among these prigsts
| were Mathers Bekel Cowen, Cos-
grove. Lapham and Edelman. ¢
! Rindness, devotodness to  their |
flock  seve  gualities  which  ¢n-
deared

.prople.

- -

he resided at St §

ali these priests W ther ‘

Parish Justly Proud
Of Religious Vocations

8t Johins parteh s net wilthogt
12 coniributiona to the great nurn

Reviewed

FR:

Ociober 1, 1562
— e

Assgismmt
Pastors

community  He was ordained 1o
the vear 196 end has since Scen

A bistory of the parish would ast

Be complete without mentzon ef

ber of thoxe wiho have dsdicaied 'icaiously and aclively engaged i, W€ asaistanty who Rave Lkowise
thewr bves o wod 10 the refigious ' the priestly work. Father Murray  4bored i Hpencerport The eariw

frre

The frst noy (rom Ogden 0 be
ardunsd o the priethood was
Iamea Kictaan He wos bara s
thix town on [lec I HID.  #ladted
in Bt Apdrer ¢ Seminary and liter
tn St Jemepiis Provinciat Ssemi
aary Froy M. ¥ On July & 1822
he was ordainied by Most Rev Her
aard MoQuaid o the priszthood
He sang niz fArst Sclemn Mase
the ol ohurely on Bunday July 13
of (ne same geRs

Fiather HievRiine Gre?
ment was as -4Assistant to Pather
O'Hare st the Cathedra'! tn 1888
e was promoted to the rectgrabiip
of the Cathedral apd served aa
Vicar ¢irneral of the Dioceompe
Later he was named Pastor of K
Mary's Chureh where he _asbored
antii tis death

It was due te Father Kiernane
desp intercat in achool work that
the CCarthedral scbool  devesioped
such widespread prosmmnonce @8 4
gent of iearaing  Morcover @ was
through his efforta sn great port
that the Hegenta exsominations

Apeiny

were secused far the <niidren of | Wyt Gier Mary Virginiz Sweeney

e Latholte schools 0 tbe cty.

|

Wginer Kisrnan after 18 yeats of |

outsWpding work tn the diovese

Sied 16 1900
The n%k vocation fram this par

sl wns M Of Rev Wilem Mor
grn. FatherWdorgien was born in

F

|

Adams Bastn Mglune 17 1884 He

wns ordalned tg S
Kiagura May 27 18
cesv of Ban Brancisd@
out his mainmtatey he wil
to thie youth [hrectory a y
boys He labired fasthfull)
zcalously 1 the direvtion and 47
ing of Boys unt:l his death Fengl
1875,

Rev. Wibam Murtay a peieg
the Redempforist Ovder s
ttve of Qgden tHe begady
studies for the priesthood
Andrew's Semtnary lLater

ar the

cThrough 4

na
s

feair-

ing to onter a religious offier he | who have |

transferred to the scuunarifs con
ducted by the Redemptofst Fa-
thers far the young men Bvho de
sire to tecome membergf of that

FATHER RELLY —ERHKTION
OF NEW CHY KUH

The year 1903 mer the Ine

<
ginning of a new croffin the N
tary of the parish that year
ashup M. Quud afointed Rew
John ety whom gany .l re-
member to the pastPrete of Spen

cerport. During U  adininstra-
tign the community saw the eroc-
tion of the prient deautfu,
church a true g of Enghah.
Gothie architectdfe Th-oughout

the diacese 8t Jfhw's Chuech has

come to be regagied an aer of the

anest In the sulfirban arcaa It o
fntereating to e that he cob
ble-stanes wnedf tn eredling  the

church came frffm the farrws of pa
rishiioners. so ghat it nmiigh, be smd

earht home Jeame as 1 were g
part of the hofgse of (GGod Much of
the work in fthe builkding of the
ehureh wos untary ltabor readily
offered by ti parishionees them-
seives. -

On July 1914 Father Kelly
[ purchosed e land for the new
‘chureh fronff Mrs J urtis for §1

130. Beforcfhe begpp the building

¢

Rer. AMred | Herr

g priestheod st
dro- 4

0!

8t

ASSISFANT PASTOR

pie to their holy faith

1

"Johin s

God in the Fleligioun Sisterbooda.
The first to Inter the convent froen
| Bt. JSohn's Sister 8L JSames
Morgan, offthe Shalers of 82 Jea-
eph. Latcgiister Bt Jamens Wekch,
oow missiifned st 82, Montca's, and
‘Higter Joseph Helrich, mis-

s well known fov the masny fcc
nilwions he hax given ia churches
theougheut eur discese.

Studying for the priesthood at St
Andreow's Seminary 8 William

Quigley anotiser boy of the muh"

%t Johin's has reason for oy and
gladiesy t1n thiz mall group of
worthy priests who bave entered
the qacerdotal rankz from bomes
in the parish. .

Finally a ped of the young
women f~om Jpencorport who hare
pledged thesgfflivey o & eevice of

staned af  Corpas Chrintl, dgsumed
the babilf of the Slater’s of Bi. Jos-
oph, Seae  graduste of our

school FJo epter the convent was
fister Pelen Lounne Kirhy 88J
who ilf row misstoned in the Im-_

macullite Conccption pariah, 1thams.
dte s followed a few yeasy iater

af (e Sisters of Mercy. HHer mis-
atolf i 8t Jamesn Hospital, Hor
nollF N

ese sisters have been and ars
aghource of pride te our pariah
Thesr lives, thety work in the dio.
@sc ia likewize a plorious tribute
b the pariah which equipped them
» answer the Divine call

yeasrs of St Jokn's f{ound the
charch mynistesed 10 Wy the Pane
tor only After growih bagzn te
ahow ittaell priests weere culled in
'o help on SBaturdays, Sundays end
Halydays Amaong the priesta who
served in tis capacily were o
thers Edward Meagher, Wi Brim,
P Marks and J. Duly

The Rev. Ambrose RKarsnaugh
was the fiest regular aasiztant pas-
tor of 8t Jobo's Church. A native
of Rochemer he wasa ordained in
the year 1933 and was appointed
axsistant lo this parish in June of
the same year. Father Kavanaugh
is reembered ¥y the parishioners
for his devoted atiention te the
stek and Nis cartying out
of the uaua!l partsh functions, In
the confesxional snd (n the pulpit
he strove for the spiritasl ketters
ment of the people bhe had heen
sent Lo serve

Rev Emmett Duvis was appoints
ed aqasistant Pgstor in Octoder of
1938 He had been ordswed n
June of the samge year. Four years
of yeoman service to Father Pred-
more and to the pariah were given
by Father Duvis. A happy mannmer,
& #lvely interest in Ufc went Band
in hand with a priestly acal that
was hoown most cleariy by those
whom he called back from waye
wardness Father Davis was suce
ceeded 1 June of 1990 by Rev Al-
fred Hors the present aszmstant
Pastor

“We are grateful to Almighty
God, Tor His many birasings on 8t
Jobp s Parish durimg the past 75.
yenrs and we humbly pray that
parish and people may continue to,
e worthy of His favor We give
public testimony of & geouine;

tholie spirit which prompted
toyal, such generous support
the peopld of this parish,
hrough the years. To the
who have been our shep- |

tere, to ¥
Bigred or the dcvdop»t
ment of 8t ‘2, wo pay a weil
desorved Lributig
their noble wosH
period of 15 yeard.’ i
of the church hs RCCH
sum of §8.500. Ten thously
tara was obtaimecd through "W
‘The church cost spprox
$20000 When Father Kelly left 34
*he indebtedness on  thé&
Church progerty was §10 700
Mareh 18 1015, the ground for

y |

"the new church was broken and on

Sunday May 30, of the same year.
the cornerstone was Iatd Rishop !

"Hickey presided and preached an

Cexeruiscs were R
" Borgan,

tnapiring sermon. On Nov 21 of '
the samo year the church was ded-
trated with solemn ceremonws by
Most Rev Thomas Hickey A great
number of priexis and people were
tn aftendance on this occasion It
was Hewise ¢n this same date thal
the last Mnss wan said in the old
chumh at 7 30 oclork by Fether
Kelly and the first Mass in the new
ehureh celebratedt by Bishop Hick-
ev at 10 30 ocloek. The two semi-
narians present at the dedication
Rev Willtam
Pastor of St Montcg's
Church and Chancellor of the dio- '

.ewse and Very Rev Rdward Ly-

‘ons.  President

.wated by the new chureh ~vas reo-

of Bt Andrew s
Seannary

=t Jobo s Chureh s a beautifu!
monument or testimonual of the

tyalty the devotinn of these pro-

After 18 years of zealous and
fruttful service tn this parish Fa-
ther Kelly in 1917 waes appointed
pastor at Victor Agntn be gave of
i time  his eneryy 0 erecting a
ne ¢ and beautiful church in thar
village Succeeding Father Ke'lly
Rer. Inmes Winters wuas appainted
to take charge and for 9 gears he
adminustered the parochial duties
at 8t Johr's. Through his untir.
ing labors and the generomty of
hia partshicners the debl aecessi-

cduced to $3,500. During hu pas-

_the church

(!omte the stde altars in the aecw
i chuyreh wore erected, and the beau-

uful staned glass windows puf into
The altars w:ndows
snd confes :onals were all dona- '
tiona from parishtonees Llakewise .
the rectury was redecorated and re
rurnished during his admntstra- |

“ttan. With a amile for sll & breezy
‘watloak on life, an oplimist of !he;

b Nighest degree, Father Winters en-
Lleared himaclf o all af St John'aiuiala For several

l

and hix  untimely desth drough' |
griel to the enlire community
Upon the death of Father Win-

o fanbi -

praise for ullifm
n 8 glonmxs; or

g chartiy

L WRs

. 300

‘turn was foilowed by

.epumerale

. ool

o —— Y

ters in 1928 Rt Rev Jahn ¥ Gog-
gin of St Bernard's Beminary was
appointed administrator eof the
parish. In September of the same
year Rev (Qeorge Predmore of
whom all bold fond memorics was
named to his frst parish 1
John s 10 this viilage. The work bhe
accomplished, the friends he made
during his 15 years as» pastor are
tacta well known to sll. Seeing the
grert need for a Catholic sehool,
one of his first endexvors upon as-
suming the pastorste of Spencer-
was to provide such & school
the children of the parish He
was well aware of the worda of
Pope Pius IX tha! parents have a
serwcus obltgation of provid-
(athalie education far thesr
children Heo was alzo mindful of
the words of Bilshop McQunid  “let
me remind you that there is not a
n al? this country Hospie
Assiums. Refugees of any
whicn for far-reaching. wide-
sp g and lasting charity can for
one Hignent be compared with our
Parochif}. Schools . . . I have rver
satd that 9% would rather ce the
school housé- without the Church
than the Churely without the schoo}
house '
Fatner

TLEOEL
g a

Predmaore made it possr—

. ble for pareats to fulflil theiwr ob-

hgation when tn 1927 he recerived
permisston  to  convert the oid
Chugch nto a school building The
gervices of the Sisters of St Jos-
eph were obtained and n the fail

. of 1927 the zchogl was opened with
,a registration of 106 pupils which

surpassed the expectaliou of both
Pastor and people The (ollowing
June St Jehns had its first grad-
uating ciasa. It included threeo
members Marion Hinclley Helen
Puffer and Margaret Udell Since
that year 10 children have been
graduated from St John s School.

For the first few monthn after
the school was opened 11 ans nec-
essarv to bring the Sisters in eash
day from Nazareth Convent in
the late fall of HI? the down-
stans part of the present Canvent
tented fram John Ryan and
the Sisters ressded there o 1928
the building was purchased lor $6.«
' hzs suhce been vsed by the
Siste-s as iear Canvent The fisat
suPer.or to wrve 1o the alwol was
Qister ¥ Thomasipa She vas sur -
ceeded by Sister M Juha who n
the present
superior Sister M Antoinctte Dur-
ing the past summer Sister An-
tasnette had the joy of -elebraling
Rer fiftieth yeay in the rehgious
hife 1° will gol be puasidir to
all the devoted Ssters
of St toseph who have ladored n
‘our parish school” sipee ity open-
ing They are many 4nd “ave left

their nats not onbEhere bt n
'many places far and nacar Lo
which they have beea sent a3

teachers of the young
The ea;ty dayy of tBe schaol were

without their hardships and
Sears «@ _An

recessary for the parents lo Lrans-
w——
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