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7 5 Years o l Catholicity In Spencerport Reviewed 
History From Early 
Beginnings Records 
Notable Progress 

Th* history at St. i u t a a pwrtgb 
in Spencer port dales bath almost 
ft eantury As e-ady a* tbe year 
is*} U"t Bernard O'Reilly, rector 
of ®t Pat rt* it's Ouireb i» fcnefteit. 
le* «»d later eo«sc*-rttted Risbop 
of f i a r ! f o r „ white trav«-iitnjj 
through lite town tif Ogtian as 
(nir"<t i.»m«i* M. f >vrm«H, a resident 
of th*> U.wn (hat h«> would attract » 
priest fp«»m hi* psiristi to say Mas* 
for th* fntru.ti. population. 

to that ye.-ir leather SSithtuol 
W»leh «ifm» from Rochester «r«J 
r-#!ehfats>d Mil** for the Catholic 
IfthHbitnrtf H of f>g<t«>f* A #«ij[on 
ohop Uw»t«>rt at Ogden fenfer and 
owned MUI operated by an Irish 
f^*thol*e n.tf«<srt Wtllicm Kenny 
*eFv««.ij «i> the Srsf place of public 
worship tar the Catholics of the 
coromtinic y 

A yes / later (r» 1R52 Esther 
S"il»patrtek, also from ftoebeater 
ministered !s the spiritual n«e<tii 
of _» growing Catholic population 
Tha Mme hol.Idbisf wtw «s#4 hot tt 
h#«J been purchased by the town 
(MM! served now iw ft tftwu hjdl 

For several year» Catholic -serv­
ices continued to be held in tbe 
town building, prtwsts coming from 
Rochrsser and Brotkport to off** 
Kuan, tn ttlf.T the people saw the 
great need fc." a building of their 
&w%. Jn,ehat year tt wsiaB. wooden 
ehapei was erected on the bill east 
of the village in the neighborhood 
al the present Spe.twisrtKJrt Meters 
g-RTag-c. The ejsnef" location of tlw 
ehapet (3 the u)t« of the present 
home of And*** Bennett on Cole­
man Ave Pother SfefJowan of 
Brocfeport and his mtecomatt, Fa­
ther Crcedon and Kecnan. attended 
the little chapel tor the nost few 
reafft, aerHne the (tplrltuss-l wants* 
<»f Hio (isthoHra tn OgdeH. 

I^ATIIRK *mmv~~knmenos 
o r oua-tfiftttM 

fa t«aa, KPV Richard i tory w»« 
appointed p»8tnr »t Bfiickport and 
at the name time* tmm<Hl to take 
ehnr{fe of Hperscerparr. the Cath­
olic pojtoiatajrt barf nweaatttt end 
tho tstrntU ohapol on Spiwji.'oi'poJrt 
ftosid eouirj no longpr n«;omme-
tiate the fast growing fonjrregaUftn 
Mopaovsr It wna the contention of 
Bfeshop "Ptowm of Buffalo to the va­
rious paslars tiMit the little chapel 
was located in tt .iltliifn lornilty n» 

if to Indicate lltat fh« ecopie *#i« 
Hslitimpi! of th«tr rellgioa H* 
«rgc-<i tl>«« the cburcli bo placed tn 
n m#r« prominenj part at the vtJ-
lag<» fefforei h» couW offlclatty p»y 
a vl*H for fontirmattoii. A« a re-
««1J tn 18B5 it was twwisary for 
ma«v from Stppnrvrpart to KO to 
Brat Up«ft In orti«T (<> tn rtve tltr 

8«er»Ki,.-.*it. of Confirmation. 
Father Story th«n purchiuie<i a 

•site of Jra«<i OH thf rorner of 
Martha nm! Amity ,-Urrpta for the 

putpo/i* of erecting a ti»>w Ami 
l«rgrr cbun h Oa f>• t : ISO? tht-
wl fmn ceretaoJUfS «f tr»« laying of 
the coiopr-iiofit' tcwik pl.«i c the fol 
lou ing «!«iuir!»ont w«s rn» U**eti 
~t(-,î  r nrnciiloi'r of ftpenrprpot t 
I ' lumh was blesiiMi ttnd latsi on 
the 7*ti of October IWtT irf honor 
«>f Our I^JI- * JfBua I'hrtnl unJpr the 
lltlp of St John th«> ^iingvlbit 
!*tiw I . bplng i'ontlff. Aniiiew 
.loliason. ^rvattlent of thp I'nitcti 
HtBt<'a William W.nyton Trpsmipnt 
of thc» Trtjstefs of ttif viilajje. KPV 
Kliharii Storv Pivstor by th* Ver\ 
Rev VVm. Clrflson Aiiijilmstrntor 
of. tfe<? IB^OCPSP of Buffalo seste va 
eanto <the See Doing vacant'. Rev 
.Fames Karly prvot-hlng the gor 
mors, many priests aasissing. 1 
great crowU ftf people with ce«» 
man Jjoy of all la the greater 

giory af Ootl ami gotwi of tiw 
i EI* ' otic cati^r 

A few day* nftrr the laying of 
thx« cornei•itone. th«' erection ot 
thr <'nsri h begun After th« w«th 
t*.d,i prrigvr*35*^! n* ' i f ft* t f " 
shiiigtdiii of tin- buiMli!^; thti wou«l 
«*n **tru. lure \v«» Mown to the 
gro«t>«i by o t«<rrill» gn'«" nfl t^< 
a IS«S? Shortly (iirreaftcr w©rk 
was one* more resumixl and in 
less than 3 ywtr thf bulhhng wa.i 

.completed. 

In 1888 Sppnei'rjwrl became part 
ol th«, Rorhvsier Uwcww Cte Ne\ 
2J of 'is«t ye-ar St Jolin's Churcn 
\vm d»<tli'4tp<) »y Most Rev, Ber 
nard McQnald the first SUhnp .»f 
Rot-h<>«tpr asslated by a siurabn 
af priests from neighboring par 
(sluts tt might be of lnt»re.it to 
note that this was tbe second 
ehurefa te be licdteatcd bj? Bishop 
Me<jti8ld after 4v*s«n5lng the Bee 
of Rochester, ttw first being Holy 
RMei>mor's in the city on July 23. 

Segi, Si 18SS. marhtnt thr fim 
rfteetlng af the trustees of Uie pat-

Lay Trustees 

A w«<l F«m««rninf Ow toy-
trustees of St /ohn w who M» faith-
fj.'fy awrv»<] Uic p*twtl «ttould net 

' be * it f Hint if.t place in arty pariah 
I history Si/w* the very beginning 
J St. Sohnn tta» baiJ the good fort«n« «tT,e 8 r w , „«y f^,m Og*-n to t» 

Parish Justly PrQud 
Of Religious Vocations 

81 John» paruft u not without 
t£jt Oflirtbuiiona to ttte gre-mt tsum 
f»er of ciMde » a o R«ve <te<tk:9te<t 
th#ir Itves to tiotS 10 sbe reftftotM 

! lu« 

•to rwve m laytraafei?* f|j«n who 
I were Kunt ttpoa doing «JI ifl tts«»r 
I pffwc! few »h«! Betteroiwnt of ttw« 
: curtail Th«•/ -virtkMtl hand *rwi 
• hauti vlih 1 fee priests wh<j4 l.tber*4 
' h&ev tn » w y «nd*rt»jii<T3 Ui»i 
1 »o«l<| s4<l to lh« material Mdu of 
the [jui-tx rijjii plant Spe« tai men-

! tton 1* due John Morgan Mftio 
wrvwf m» trwtfee infprmUUntiy fo* 
>VS yf«.r* fltrhard Kinmsila on» of 
th«* jtrea*n? tru«t««^» d/l»o h*Ji 

artfamni in tlw pncdhooii ««J> 
Jarrfcr** Ki«rrr».»o H» «-»« bnrn tn 
ttllJi town on f>ec. 3D IIITA s«tadl»d 
in 81 A p d w * * Stetnin«!fy and* tuirr 
£11 S t JcatepU II Pfovtm tat Stml .•T" s l t . .

a n^pr t^'f3 •Ul*i " ^ T Tr£»'r w Y o*1 Ja ,y * l s82 

tie wa» oTilaincI by Most Rev Be* 
nttrd M.*Ji»a:W Co t!i*> pni-sthooel 
ftff saiifj m* f)r»t BoJcmn Maw tn 
the oia shttrch on Sowiay Jniv 13, 
of me aaroc yrjjr 

* « t * n « T KHrtSftOJl • f i r*? a i fpo in l . »*rv«<| for th» pswt ?6 years and 

C»org» Welfrieh. wtw a«t«d 
mont ivsts m ^jMtot&nt t» i-'athff 

tn 188K t tru«t i . for spp,o*»m«tt.iSr J3 y e . - . IOT^*™ * ' "»» ' > t b « l r » ' -
! T } » grotHu<i« of pr ints «nd con- h f " * * promoted to the rertor.hip 
i fr»««tttm K<w» out to thW .tovoted «f , B e t«tn»4r»l *nd »*r»«| 
' L o t «£n«»t •TOrkera for the . V l " * ' I J e c r l c/ t n . fMoc 

t-ater He * u rumnl Pastor of S* 
Mury'i (Iharrb where he abored 
until hla death 

ft was due to Pttlher Kiernan« 
deep In threat in «ehoot <vcrrh ih*t 
Use <"stfHi«3ral nc-tiooi c!«v<Moped 
aniilj iVttlimpf<?«<i prun>tni7iu« tt* .1 
Kftttt of Us&fntn%_ Moreover it urai> 
through tvi;) efforts in grent part 
Uwt the Regent* exumlnattoiu 
**r« necured (or trie cnildren of 

« l.ttlbolli. ««Jlooia in ibe city. 
,i*ier Kiernan after IS >fnr» of 

oatfl|rading worn tn the dlnt-esp 
died MUy is >9n° 

flic n>S(lLvocation .'rom this pur 
i»h urtlM tllTHtjOt U«?v VVillum MOP 
ItKn. Fntnor*ljoriJ(8n wax born tn 
A'Jnm* Bit.Hlii fflfeJ*iino „>7 IHS4 Ho 
was ortlnlncd to^Hsv. priesthood «t 
NiaKitFn May 37 JWaWfor thr (tlo-
ce*o of Han ^VanrlsrVkTUrough 
out his ministry he wlKbtsigne^ 
to the youth [Hrectory « ™pic fi 
boys He labored faithful 
acaiously in the direvtion and t 
Int; of boy» until hia death p"e>' 
1875. 

Rev William Murrny a priejf of 
the Reciempforl.it Order is Wna 

live of oigden He begadp hi* 
studies for the priesthood m Si 
Andrew ,s Seminary t^tcrwieitir-
Ing to enter a religious oater he 

In thoae ploiiMir clnyi it snfficea to J transferred to the semniarj>s ton 
' «ay. he i roved « faithful shepherd > ducted »y the RedFttij.to|lat Fa 

who c«reti fo* hi» ftoefc. J thers for ;he young mvnAvho d» 

' rathtfr Story, after ft pastorate of J , i r e «° **c0n": ^ m h e r # o f that 

I i5 years waa nurccedetj in August , _ 
of IS78 by Rev Jamea fonneny r '*THE8 to«.I.I.% —KKlgETIIrM 

[ who became the first re«id«snt pas- OP VKW t t « IMtl 
tar of §t. John's, f h e nrtmest ree- •Tttc y c a r l 9 0 3 m « r l » u - . . . 

j tory n«st to £he old chnrch w»s K l w n m g o r fl n e w c r ( J l n l f t e „M. 

campletetl al ttuu Um*. Upon th« t o r Q1 tbv „„ I IliaI , ^ r 
donth of Fntner Connetly. a. yc*r R l 4 o p M . W u u > d a j jo .o tc i K.V 
Inter Rev J s m n B. Hnrttey, later J o h n , : c „ v w h t f m 3 ^ , (Vi| | ,„ . 
jwsitor ftt Pwlmyra, waa appointed j n m b c r l o t h e „ a s t C 8 t , . o f flpen 
to take ch^r^e Father Hartley C B r p o r t . Ourmg l A ad.nlni*lr»-

' Hilton. John Coaroy « i n t e n t of I U o n o f l n e * n t a c a i l , l f u , 
the town of Hilton and Itill active c h u r c h a t r u e - ^ , u f English 
aa a trwstee of sit t-eo« church. ' "™ 

(taheti Knth*r" nnrtley to come to 

I gen«ro«« maaner tn which they 
I have fulfilled their ofiUe down 
! Uiroutjh trJf yejir*. 
I _ . „ _ ™ ^ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

txh Motif Rev Bernard MeQuaid. 
j Very Rev J»mm K«ri/. Vitar 
' Oenertd: R^v Uiciinrd Story. Use 

f' astor. end WUIInm f>, Kinney «ind 
ohn Doyte, pjtrUhimutrw. nerved 

'«» the ftrtit trn»te«». Since, for a, 
! nnmbev of yrwtrs, Bpen«erport w; 
• «n ou<-raiB8ion of Broefaport. the 
i early tl«ptt*tllfli, H « 4 rttarrtase fee-
1 ord» oif ^t i«hfi'« w«ri» ftept at 
' Brockjiort. If &na not until I87'i 

t Hint supsruto rechrtls are found at 
j Hp(rn<wrpatt tn Chat year the first 
£ baptlam recorded wtw that of John 

Eicnsiett. son of John Bennett, ami 
' Helen Casey, on {f*eb. 2, 1875. the 
; first marriage of which there i.» 

l<iiftw!ei'ij(ft was thnt between John 
j Morgan and rafrif>riiif» Klurnan on 
I Sunday morning. t}ct }«, JS75. 
! after the ta*t Moss 
1 During ths naatornf© of Father 
I Htory In June of 1873, four and 
1 one-buff seres of land were por-
, ehsaerf from VVUItem Brown, tf> he 
; used for a cemetery. The 8r«t bn-
! rial was that of Thomaa Reynotda 
1 of Ogttwj O n t e r on April 12, 187*. 
j Much could be said of tho noble 
• work accomplished by Father Story 

Ifeggftti ttletlf 
C*HS in *4MM 

Th-t first t o / 
St. John's 
Morgan, 
eph. IAZ*4 
now ntJbwi 
hi*ter 

A true 
architects Gothic . irchitectyo T*> ougboul 

. . . . „ .» - . ^ the dfacese Si J n n ' t fhnr.-h hu» 
Hilton and aftw Ma^a for the f a t h - e a m t ! tQ ^ r e g a J f c J ^ „ , , o f th«. 
ultra of that . omoiumty From a n e s t | n , h ( , 8UJf;rha,n i l r C ) t J , [, „ 

f law until 1883; Fntht-r Hartley i n , e P M t l B ,„ I , ,h.„ h e c o b 
often eelebroted Mas* In Hilton in I b l l . s , „ n r s « W J l n e r r , , , n g , h < -
a building ..ooivn a.-. fennyaon , . h u r , h t M l P fĵ , t h t > » ( , r l u , „ f (,„ 

, «.«ll In t&IU tfte Wiilotti. i*nd loyal-j r i s f t i o n c r a „„ J a t „ m t e n . . „,, ^ . j 
tuthoiiea of that village purchased P 3 ^ h h „ m P

 w 

' lu-nil thsal they misht erect a ' , o f 1 } M > h. 
'church of their own The some | l h e w o r | t ' j n 

year the present St Leo » t"hur«-h | p„ U T r ! l A v n > g 

w<is conjpieted «na dedicated^ The 
wirtsh « as made an out-mtaaioA of 
Spencorport 

Tn connection with thie ''clebra-
tian of the first Maaa in Hiltoni*.Pttrcha-wl 

offered by 

selves 

Oa .July 

pcame as e were it 
Ise of Ciod Much of 
the budding of the 
fhjn*»rv T.ibor reiidily 

parish ioner» them-

it Is of interval to add that th« 
Rt. Rev Mssnr Janvea E3 Hartley 
V A Rc-< tor Emeritus of St Ber­
nard's Seminary, s e r v e d thnt 
Mii^s He often served Mo.is In 

.Spencerpnirt durtng tho pnstorstto 
"i Fr Hartley, tits uneio. , 

Father Hartley resigned the «d-
fiiiniatrat-on of Speneerport in i8S4 , 
«iotl vta* tutcemted in turn by Rev 
Jiimoj H'u hey woo later became 
psuitor of Holv Apostles Chttreh tn • 
iUitli«vUi A census taken i»p a t : 
Uvu I nut' rwc.i.od 5U1 ^ouls in trie. 
k«iri»h. r'atti-r M^tgin succeeded 
Father tiKitey in, I8RS And served 
the psijtsi unttl 1JSJ3 wtton Father • 
Clune *\vh* served for four years,,[ 
was named pastor. P"roa» 1897 until ', 
I9f« ftbere was no resident pas­
tor at^peneeroort but lh« spiritual ,' 
ne«As of the people were itthiiistercd 
to by prti-tta from Rochester. For 

, the >enis Rev Andrew Brcerx well 
, known for rua oratory, fiuthfuily 
, ser\c«i Si Johns , he resided at St 

Bwiurd s ^rminitry The year foi-
!uw ing. pnetta likewise from the 

, SerauiiAcy »dic ni«tcrcci ttto dnucs \ 
| of the paiish. Among these prtests i 
j were Anthem Eckel Oowen, Cos-

grove. Laptidm and Edelnvan. • 
! Ktntiness, devotedn«?s3 to their ', 

I flocH -v«-!rt» qtsa«lStic« «rt*i*-t3 en­

deared all these priests to UMMT t 

•8>eop!e. 

church fror 
t30 Before 

101*. Father Keily 
|e land for the new 
Mrs J tAirtis for $1 

[he began thr building 

ASSIStANT PASTOR "1 

I n . Alfred }. Ham 

«w»rnunfly He w«a ordattied in 
the vear 19!6 ttiul bam mice l̂ ceA 

• jealously and nctirsry (ngxgcd u» 
' th* prtestfy work. Father Murray 
j 1» wefl Urvomn for tike many One 

[ thfouelwvt our dieice«' 
[ Studytnx for Cite prl««thoo«l at St-

jQiilgJey KAOther hay ol the fwrudx 
j St John* tims re-,i»on tor joy and 
Jg2*<tn*Mt tn thu inuU] group of 
I worthy prtesta wht bav* entered 

the ««c»rdotal runki from bocnes 
tn the iwrteh. 

iflnaOy • Jbrd *f tbc youag 
wo own t - o o 5fcr*cirr>vort who have 

v<r* to ft (Mrrrlc* of 
igi(9a» 8l»t«rho»d*. 

ter tile convent from 

8laK«r 8 t J*awt» 
the Sid tern of St J*»-

r St. Jam«i« Welch, 
«t git. Monica'*, *n«l 

Joneplt Helfrlctj. mis­
sioned sjffGor$n» Cbrtstl, «j«un»«l 
the nwfeWof the Si*ter'» of JU. Jo*-
eph. T * first jpriMlstftttt of oor 
*cbool * i enter the «<mvent w«* 
SUter Jpeien LOUUIB Kirtry H S J 

now onlMtomed in the Iro.-_ 
:e Conecptioii p«rl*h. Ithaem. 
» foiloweil a few yeas» Uit#r 
er M«ry Viirgania Sweeney 
3iat«ra ol' M*rey. Her mis-

Is St Jaauea Hoapttai. Hor-
N t 
e*e *Uter* nave been »od are 

urct» of pride to our parish 
« r Uvea, theii' work in the dto-

'M I» likewise a gtorlou* tribute 
the parinb which equipped them 
«n»w*r the Dl«tm» call. 

"We BT» grat*fui to Almighty 
tPoii, far Hi* many i»in«tngs on St 
J o h n s Pariah during the paat 75 
ymtra and sve humbly pray that 
pariah and people omay eonttaoe to 
be worthy ef Hla favor We give 
public testimony <of a genuine 
~ tholic spirit which prompted 

loyal, such gewcrotw support 
the People of tilts partih 

d o i V y h r o a g h the years. To the 
Btabol&vrbo have been our *b»p-
herda. l a W h e Stoteiw who nerred 
here, to o |ypastOT« and aaslstanU 
who have • t a r e d ifsr the develop­
ment of flt- JJWJ'*. we pay a well 

! deserved tribuwhof praise for al) 
their noble woflk^tn a glorious 

I period of 7ft year*, 

i of the church tit mcd|fcjtatc(i a 
aum of $8,500. T»n ithOOMMs doi 
tara tfu obtatnect tlarouK^ 

The church coat approxutrmajv 
; 12'JOOO When rather KeOy left 

John » ?he tndebtedneaa on tiji 
< T w c h property w»n $10 200 

Sifareh IS. 1915, the grounj for 
the new church wna broken and on 

• Sunday May 30, of tlhe gftrne year. 

the cornerstone warn laid Bishop 
Hl«-kr«y presided ontll pre««-hed tin 
Inspiring sermon. On Nov 21 of 

tlw siinif' year the church was ded­
icated with solemn icrremontM by 
M « l Rev Thomas Hliekey A jrreat 

ntimh«».i? of priests obifj peoplp were 
in attendance on Ibis occasion It 
was liUewlse on this same date that 
the la<t Miias wiw .i«id in tbit old 
c h u n h at 7 30 o'clorcM by Father 
Kcllv and the first Haas tn the new 
rhurrti celebrated by Bishop Hlck-
ev at 10 30 oetocb. IPhe two »wni-

i nariarw present- at the dedication 
eiseri ises were Rl. Rev William 

Bergf". Pastor iaf St Monica's 
CTjtu-ch ond Chancellor of the dio-

. eese and Very Rev Edward Ly-
' ons. President of St Andrew < 

SifnntVitry 
st John H t'hureh is n beautifa: 

, inonunicnt or testimonial of tbe 
loyalty the derotian of these peo­
ple to tbetr holy faith 

Af?<>r II years of zealous and 
fruitful service tn thus parish Fa 
ther Kelly in J91T was appointed 
pastor at Victor Again he gave of 
tii* tim«- bis energy in erecting .» 
rte v and beautiful <-fo«r«:b m tha' 
vili %s» Suceeedlnj- Father Kelly 
Re^ . lames Wtntet-s vnns appointed 
to take charge and for 9 years he 
administered tho parochial duties 
at St John's. Thraujgh his untir­
ing tabors and the generosity of 
hts psutahicners tbe debt access!-

. cated by the new chmrrh wiw re-
•- diu-ed to $3,500. Durtng his pas-
; toratc the side altAi-s in ih* nvw 
'• chutvb were erected, and the beau­

tiful stained glass windows put, into 
trie <*hur**n Tbe alrars <* :n<|o^^s 
and confes mails were all dona-
lions from parishioners Ijkewfcie 
titT- re«-tt.rv was rê Jeoo-rar-c-d *n<l re 

furnished during h a administra­
tion. With » smile for al l a breeay 

' tut look on life, an optimist of the 
highest degree. Father Winters en-

1 .Soared himswlf to nil at St Johns 
and hts untimely death brough*. 

j grtet' to the entire c«mmutil{y 
I Upon the death of Father Wba-

Pastors 
A bjetarytif t&# paxtoh *oji<l n*t 

be complete wiirjioui nent ioa mt 

( tbe **sjjunt,» who hare liXewUHl 
Mbote4 m Spetsmrport. The early, 

. year* at St Joho's found UM 
cbarch ministered to Iry the Pa** 
lor aafy After grtrwtb fcwgaa t* 

! H&OW tt*e rf prtestt were eatiew in 
to help on Saturday*, Surxjiiyi and 

' Knlydays Among the priesU. who 
served tn thia capacity were F»» 
thers Edward Meagher, W«L Biwn, 
9 Marks and J. Duffy 

The Rev Am brow Ka-ranaox** 
waj tbe fir*t regular a»fi3t«nt pat-
tor of Si John a Cfawreb. A aaUv* 
of ftoci»e*tcr he D M ordained ii» 

the y**r l*» an4 mm ap|KHn(c4 
ajMhttaru to this parish tn June of 
the i a n r year. Father K*.v*n*.agti 

(• remembered by the paruhmnrr* 
for his demoted attention Ut the 
sick and kw lea los* carrying out 
of the usual fmtlxl} fanrtton*. In 
the coofesjrtonal and in the pulptt 
he strove for the spiritual better* 
went «f tbe people he bad bean 
sent to verve 

Rev Eromett Dnvl* was sppoint-
' ed aisistAnt Pastor in October of 

1038. He had been ordsmed in 
June of the same year Four years 
of yeoman service to Father Pred-
more and to tha ptiruth were erven 
by Father Da.vt». A happy manner, 
« Qveiy interest in life went hand 
in hand with a priestly teal that 
was koown moet clearly by those 
whom be called back from way* 
wardnsss Father Davis was s u e 
ceeded to Jane of 1M0 by Rev Al­
fred Horr the present assistant 
Pastor 

I 

ter» tn l « Rt Rev John K Go*-
gln of St Bernard's Seminary was 
appointed administrator ef the 
pariah. In September Of the same 
year Rev George Predraore of 
whom all bold fond memories, was 
named to his 0 m parish St. 

John * tn this village. The work ba 
accomplished, the friends be made 
during his IS years as pastor are 
facts well known to all. Seeing the 
great need for a Catholic school, 
one of bis first endeavors upon as­
suming the pastorate of Spencer-
port was to provide such a school 
for the children of the parish He 
was wet] aware of the words of 
Pope Pius IX that parents have a 
most wrtooi obUgatioo of provid­
ing a (Vtholie education for their 
children He was also mindful of 
the words of Bishop McQnaid "Irt 

me rtjmind you that there is not a 
charily in all this country Hpspi-

A-v lutn*. ftefujgrca of any 

*hicn for far-reaching, wide-
spraawl and lasting charity can for 
one n m n e n : be compared with our 
Parocftn^SeiKXHs . . . I hnve ever 
said that"%, would rather see the 
school hou*e-~ without the <T»urch 
than the Church without the school 

house ' 
Fatner Predraore n»ao> tt po*&i— 

ble for parents to fulfill their ob­
ligation when tn 1927 he received 
prrisusion to convert the old 
Church into a school buiMing Tbe 
services of the Sisters of St Jos­
eph were obtained and in the fall 
of 1927 tbe school was opened with 
a registration of 106 pupils which 
aurp£u»£ctj the especlaiioti uf oolh 
Pastor and people The fo-'Iowmg 
June St J o h n s had its first grad­
uating class. It included three 
members Marlon Hinckley Helen 
Puffer and Margaret Udell Since 
that year n o children have been 
graduated from St- John s School. 

For the first few mnnthji after 
the school was opened it «n» nec-
essarv to bring the Sisters m ea»h 
day frum Nasareth Convent In 
Ihe lil< fall of t937 the down-
stalt s fciarl of the present I'nnvent 
wivs r, nr,d front John Ryan and 
the St i lrm resided there In 1928 
Ihe bjiki.ng »3S purchased !or $&.-
SW I' hi* ».nce been a*cd by tbe 
Si»tc-.< AJ 'Jicir Coiivcn' n>* BJ»I 
5u^cr.or *.» icrve in the ««l*o«; was 
Sister M Thomasina. She «a« «ut-
ceeded b> Sister M Juiui who in 
turn wu» fo.:!owed by 'be present 
superior Sister M Antolrj»tte Dar­
ing the pa^t sununer Siscicr An­
toinette had the joy of -c>brating 
her fiftieth y«u in the retigioiis 
Ufe t* will oot be piMuttblr to 

epurrcralc ai: the devoted' S'.j'.era 
of Rt Joseph is ho bav-c Ui^ored in 
'oji p«iri^o s<.hooP sin- r tts open­
ing Thr* aic m a n y ^ n d ^«ve :-eft 
their I IJI n not oalj^nen- 6ui n 
many pta^t-^ far ajui otat to 
ul i l ih they have been sent a3 
t o c h e r s of the youns 

The etv/tv days of the. »«h«jol vrvm 
not wlthoat their hardships and 
trials. For MTKeral yearn it w** 

necessao foi the paxemta to tratis-

'CcCTtinued on Page T) 
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