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'QAHER!CA stands as the world’s gredfest monitinetit to Religion and
to Faitli. Howaver, unlike most monuments, it is one that was nover built,
It is & living monument that has grown.

Our country was founded because a band of frewdom-lovmg people insisted
en the riglt to go about their daily lives thinking and believing and worship-

~ ping openly sceording to their own conscience and not according to the
dictation of some arbitrary authority. Consequently, there can be no place
in America today for even the thought of any social order that would impose
upot or humper the individual’s spiritnal beliefs.
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The preservation of religlous freedom as one of the inviolable rights cargied
‘Amerien through the hardships of early colonial days, through the sacrifices
of the Wae of the Revolution and through the troubled days of the first
Federal Gevernment. “Always it has been faith in the Divine and devotion tol
individual freedom that have kept our country moving steadily ahead to the
place of leadership smong the nntions of the world and now to the task of
saving them. )

‘Approximately two Bundred thousand religlous organizations and churchies
of some two hundred and fifty different £aiths bear witness to the freedom
and the vitality of Religion in America. Its toachings and its practices have
influenced our people to lve better and more useful lives, not Just for their
own eske, liutdor their followmen and for their country. [~

Religion ashs that the individual treat his fellowman es his brother and be an
exemple to him. All veel Americans vealize what this freedom of Religion
wreans to uy as individuels and as & nation and will ufeglm’d it everlastingly for
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