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== Sursum Cordacar=——=—rmp—eos
Again, 'Dispute
Or Enjoy

By Rev Jomes M. Gillis, C.SP.

Beldom If ever have [ used this column to rRnawer
correspondents, still lesa to carry on a peraonal con-
troversy. But recently there appeared in the Brook-
lyn Tablet a letter by Arthur Knowles commenting
upol and courtecusly criticizing the “Sursum Corda®
article which appeared a few weeks ago under the
heading, “Dispute or Enjoy.” Mr. Knowles has hit
upen a matter of much Importance not only to him
and to me but, I think, to &1l who are inlerested
in the spread of the Christian religion.

Todzy’s brie! plece, therefore, will be not s0 much
a reply to this friendly critic hutan smplification
of what I said about logical disputation versus foy-
ous affirmation ns a means of making converts. To
relieve the reader of the necessity of §ookmg up the
former article, perhaps we had better roprint Its key
sehtence: “Bishop Prohastka is right. What we need
is not mor disputation but more joyousness. “We
diapute much beomuze we do not enjoy He who en-
joys does not dispute much.'™

1t would be unfortunste, says Mr. Knowles, if that
sentenice and the article that contsins it were mis-
understood, but he thinks it “might easily be mis-
understood.” Now it is possible that ¥ am not &
good judge In the case, My admirstion for Bishop
Prohaszks may blind me to & possible fzult in hix
thinking. But I really see no danger of mistaking
his mind, provided one sticks to his words just as he
wrote them. "Dispute” snd ~joyousness” are not cons
tradictory terms, says Mr. Knowles. But Bishop Pros
haszka didn't sxy thecy are contradictory Neither
did L. He simply said that there was too much pt
one and not enough of the other Both are necese
sary. Both are means to the end. The Bishop's
though is that the proportions aclording to which
disputation and joy are mixed might with sdvantage
be different. It {x ws though one should say, “Mest
is necessary and green vegetables are necessary but
lesn meat and more green vegetables would be bet-
ter for the health.” One who says that copld not
logically be sccused of vegetarianism. .

Later on in his letter Mr. Knowles seems o say
that I play into the hands of “positivista” who con-
ténd that “our converts are uniformly won solely
on an emotional basis” But If the positivists make
that contention they make it fllogically. I have not
recommended emotionalism as & subxtitute for in-
tellectualiam. 8til} less do T advocate going after
converts “uniformly”™ with a “solely emotional™ ap-
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April 14: Feast of St. Justin. born about 100 A Lj

in Palestine of pagan: parents, converted tg o
Chrsstisn faith, when about 30 years old. _affa re-

seit of studying the Senptures and oh ng the
toursge of the martyrs, became a gre Ky defender
of the Faith, especially with thre aluable docu-

Dialogue with
o the teaching of

inents- two “Apologias” and
Tryphon” —important witnesy,
the early Church; ‘martyry h Rome, Apr 13, 163

I like to think of thigifitrepid Catholic layman
aking the most of his gift
Dome to think of it it must
time, critical, and full of diffi-
g Church. The last of the Apos-
e first apostoli¢ fervor mo longer

of the second centurygg
of Faith. When yuoj
have been a stra)
cuitiea for the ¥
tles was dead

sustained hristian communities; there were de-
fections g betraya!si, the Christiany were shil} a
despisedgffiinority; their Faith stili seemied to most
to be gFstrange freak from the East, “folly ta the

Gree)d, and a stumbling-dlock to the Jews*
© With our mountain-top view of the past, we can
hitdly appreciate how uncertsin and hopeless (hu-
Tnanly speaking) the future of the Church must have
locked to Christisns at the turning of the secoud
century. But, way over in out-of-the-way Palestine,
God had sct His mark ftipon the young man Justin,
still & pagan sexrching the ways of wisdom from
the philosophers: and the searcher’s quest came to
peace In the Church.

Justin had much to give to the cause of the
Church —the talents of his mind and his pen and
he gave them generously He did not become a
bishop .or a priest to do his good work. Hiy voca-
tion was to be the first of & glorious line of laymen
who, through the centuries, have been apostles with
their pens. -

St. Justin's particular chore was to show how the
despised religion of the Crucified Jesus is the ful-
filment of the trihs gropingly discovered by phi-
losophy. Sueh » defense and exposition of the Faith
i known as an Apelogia, which means “a speaking
in behall of sonitone or of something,” snd the one
who undertakes it is an Apelegist. Justin was the
first Apologist in the history of the Church, but
the line after him ix Jong and glorious.

It was my Hrevisry reading on his Feast lant
Tuesday which freshemred my ntmory of these
things. The impression war ail the deeper becauss
I had just studied, a féw hours before, an srtidle by
an Apclogist of today, appearing in the current issur
of The Atlantic- Menthly. The writer is Michaei de

Ia Bedoyere, editof of the London| Cathiolie Hetald;
the article is Christinnity New

» amd After.

I canhot help thinking that- this s 3t Justin's
spirit and tethnique, 20tk century style. The article
Appears in a dangerous and violent time, It appears

inx

and fefvently, the. position snd )

Church in » disintegxating world, The suthor is &
Ixymui, duikg apostolic work for the Church with
the v:ittm word, .

- The ordinary Catholic of today may hardly be ex-
pected to béctine esthusisstic sboul, the 2nd cen-
walunble sa they are
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" hood. To me it is the surd
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peal. Te say that would be i@ distort the Bishop’s

words and mine. In fact 10 6o so would be to act

emotionally rather than intellectually. The intellec-

::dthmutoun.nmu’lnrdljunubeun
sm.

Mr. Knowles says he foars that there s not
enough discusaton. His experience must be differont |
from mine. I think there is too much discussion
&t Jeast in proportion to the joyous manifestation of
ust I add once more that saying there
Is relatively too much discussion ia not equivalent
to saying that we shoutd fall back upon emotion and
abandon discusaion?

In all'modesty I think I may claim to have some
alight competence to speak jn this matter 1 have
been-—after & fashlon -a misslonacy for forty years
I have done a heap of discusalon. Perhaps no man
in wmy Beld has done more. But even though it be
a Rind of confession of wrong method, I now think
aftar all theie years that there s too much diacus-
slon—~ndt-Inded too much absolutely but relxifvely
too much.

One more observation, I had writlen that,.per-
haps 8t. Thomas himxelf i he had been oulside
the ¥alth would not have been converied by the
arguiients in his own majestio Somma Thealsglon.
Mr. Knowles cells that assertion “a grievous mis.
take But as a matler of fact those arguments of
themaclves and by themselves never converted any
ane. Mr. Knowles and every othar person well in-
formed on Cathojic theolqey knows that intelsctual
conviétion {s not faith, sd that therefore no one
can come to the faith b¥ intellactunl conviction
even thy Intellectusl confotion that might ensue
upon & study of the Sea Mr. Knowles speaks
of Dr, Mortimer Adler. THE mention of that {Hustri-
ous Thomist scholar seenll to ke one more proof
amonyg & thousand that & gnan may bhe wholly con-
viriced and yet ot converfid. Dr. Adler, In spite of
his convictlon of the trutBBof the Seanma, remains

outsida the fold
But besides the theologif! fact of the difference
and falth, 1 Have in
one’s heart into the
to obimin conviction -

mind the need of “throw
scales” as St Augunstine d
not to say conversion. P i did just that. Bo did
Newman, whom Mr Knowfiis quotes. Indeed, there
has nat bheen in all theolofical literature s greater
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| Why is the Sitle “Ospdisnl” imsert- bofors God, 10, in tha sinnkr’s. cate,

od betueen the st and surnanves, [0 merits ars  attached  to Mg
w Patrick Cardinal Hayea? prayer iyl::mver. {‘}\nrvo\m?‘ will
The custom of cardinals ng | cetlain! granted if It s for the
thoir title After thele Chrlatian |ET86e €0 be converted and resit
name i3 & aurviva) from ths Mid. | {usther ain. If the petition s for
dis Ages, when surnames were not | [SMPoOral favors, such as the regove
in use Thus a mah shgned him. |9FF Of Dodily health, or for wime
wif Louls IX, King of France, | 0000 earthly advantuge, it will b
Gearge, Prings of Wales, Henry, |8fnied provided God sees that i
Duke of Surray, or John the Cold. | ¥1ll not prove & hindmnce to the
emith, Frederick the Tunner. To. | Priitioner's spiritual wellare.

day. this custom i» retained by the : . -
> Yo't it suprrstitiovn (o woad' w

cardinals, particularly In English
T or & seApuinr wvedied b
!m;::” t:' % v!mn; «-wm

"speaking countries. b
How may we kntw that u prieat | 0Vi apithia ar other -
Riven un nhsstution in Canfenlent Qit:“ﬂ&a B not cg;\'llduﬂ withee
By the very fact that he mays|® ®3pulsr or m scxpuler madal m
nothing xboul eefusing . l?y“ & charm ?‘2:""’”" Wa wor,
priest denies absolution, he tells | IBeM in order ta shure in Uie xood
the penitent In very clear erms|Wotks of a religious order, {n ot
the remson for dolng so and tries |80 &8 galn Dsdulgen ]
with the aid of God's grace by | PedKe ourselvea wa dovout elients
priestly seal and kindly admoni. | 0 %4z Lord or the Blessed Virtin
tion to bring the party sround to or e Balnly, . T
the dispositions neceswiry for a] 7
worthy reception of the Sacrament

‘:‘W
. Trust in Cod )

Whe s l;m patzon saint of ste-| We amnnot trust God — or-dite
“";:"*""“ trist ourselves — top fassch, He
o R e the_Patron salnt|never. denles the petition of Hedly

8 8 S0 Lalth--our confidenice I8 the muky
died, who, becauie of his profi. ure of Hix gifts, :
ciency in writing, was msde & no- " " P 3
I lovtnc Pk SFoe it o 1ot o ok s Mk et b
ils birgh and death are not knows, | (Ween the loving and the loved, and
It is probable that Me was mar. |13 8 proof of faith in the perfen
tyred under the reign q imam | ton of the goodness, power. wie
Herculeus. Death @ to him |dom and foresight of Cod. Take

P

of Penance,

————

insistence upon the coopejtion of the heart--that
{s to aay, the will and
which runs all through tNE works of John Henry
Newiman, His main theals @ems to me to have been
ts borrow a phrass from Pnnyson, that “heart and
mind according well” wiil Birad & man to the fuith
That, I feel confident, is
means to sxy. We must nd make either the Blahog
or his humble disciple, thie writer of these lig
say more than hé intenfid to say and ot
did say. .
(Copyright, 19 NCW.C)
i more timely and far-sediihg b hing 1 have
yet come actross on the ffur [tr the War and
on the spiritual influence working tn deter.
mine that future.
it is unown that,
the emperor Antg K tane
the Church. Priay hopdin Christian prayer, for
somve suchaiisational outdime to the Bedoyere ar-
ticle. Bl we want otheflh to read it for its les-
50Q Bd warnings. a law d Christian reciprocation
1ires us to do the sam

What about the Church

uit of Justin's writings,

ths world after the
s it thal we say, “Oh.
the Church wil] pull througiiisomehow™” Of course.
she will. with Christ's guarfiice against “the gates
of hell”: but what about t of thousands of peo-
ple lost to her in the meditime »nd isnt there
something we you and | ssf all of us, dear readers

can do about it, right now Didn't Christ. in His
Last Judgment sermon, warfilus that we cannot save
our souis without stding o 8” And how are we
we of today - going to aid @r brothers of today, §f
we do not krnow what theyJReed or where they are
going? i

It is a frightening thing tIme td gheerve the com-
placency of our Catholichhrdhiren. even in the priest
sign of coming perse-
cution In America. We old-fangled we plod
along with model-T attitiifes, we are ultra.con-
criticiem . we are known
mostly as the people whollhre "Agin’ things ™ agin’
birth-control, agin’ burles@iie, agin' Class C movles.
agin' indecant litersture. Buir times are in the most
yiolent ordeal and travalk of history: and sll we
feem to have to offer aflh tho plush and clover of
“the good old days,” wilim things we e easygoing,
and it was nice o readfin an ciagychair about the
foreign missions and theearly martyrs.

But there are hopefut fiyms. few though they arc
like the twelve Apostlefiwho conquered the world
People faithfuly on thelf knees, apostolic men and
women, the martyr sp| seers with their eyes on
far horizons, voices witl 2 new note in their prop:
agation of the Faith. @f souch is Michael de In
Bedoyere, AL the pubil§ liberals, I am wsure, carry
The Atlantic Monthly, §nd you can find there, in
the April issue, his keenfireticle on Christiznity Now
and After. Let's sfl readist.

Five - Years Ago--
iy the files of the CATHOLIC COURIER
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From Apr. 15, 19857
Enthroned sx seventh Bishop of Buffalo before a
distinguirhed gathering of the ‘American Hierarchy,
the Moast Rev. John A, PDuffy held out the Cutholic
Church ss the “dntagonist and remedy” for the sin,
selfishiness ang folly of the modern age in his jh-
stallation seToion &t .‘.:1‘!‘ Joseph's Cathedral, Euffalo.
* L N

Kimira Catholics gave full cooperation to the El-
mirs unity Motion Picture Cpuntil by spon-
soting: the preseniation of pickures 6f oute
standing merit st m_mgem Theater, that city.

» s i
Religious ‘people provide a sotnd foundation for &}

nation, Supreme Court Justice Willlam ¥, Love of
Rochester told 200 miembery of 81, Vincent de Pauls
Holy Naibe Society at the annus) Comtmunion Break.

in Corning. Juatice Love praised the mesnbrery'
fur their devotign te God s dex
Corpy ion

in the parish chur

ent that convinces

emotlons - than that .

vhat Bishop Prohaszka

down bis persecution of | oo

1y
c&‘r

' Hin feast da Aug. 25, evar they may be-your dadly s

i and ecnv?m op, the Jittls circums

e R PTI Sf o it ® | permeitien  whatevt they

. Y take them to Him -y them all

JPery sincere and earncst pray- | pefore Him with & perfect confls

o no matter by whom it i» said.| dence and finn celisnce on Hi
il be henrd by God. Prayet is, in promises

Itsolf, an act of religion as woll as

a potition But a4 & person in &

atate of serious aln cannot merit | tragedy

F% {Continued from Page 22)

while . he was » Catechumen | them. all your di!hc:z\lllu. wiiate

Joseph, of the Sacred Heart of Jesus: it enables us to onsinus »
=prrit of prayer and devotion 1o our hravenly brothsen. The imternal
acta of religion prompted by the external aign of our devoon., serve
to wift Cod's blessing, God's graer for us,

Death was, inleed, cloxe at hand for the young soldier who had
been cast up on the shares of & wild country . the spears of the natives
were already roised to pieree his body, when the erurifix on his
breast caught thesr attention. @ wae a sign unie them that this man
was no enemy, wo Jap, but the soldier of a Christian nafon. They
tock him to their chief, gme him clothup and food. helped him
find his way hatk to his command.

The event means mose to ue beranse the young enldiet was from
Auburn. Catlfolics are rager 1o cee that all of our hoys, pantienlarly
the sons of our own familim, sliall have a eupply of mednls, =capu.
\lars, crosses, rosaries, and other sacramentals, to wear or to carnry
j @ an everpresent reminder of their relimon. Bearing the furm or the
‘mage of Out Lord and His aints, constructed to remihd us of them,
thesr sarramentals have recapved the blessing of Holy Mather Church
shich has dedicated them lo religions uwse and has asked Gody
-pevial protection on all wh}v wear or use them,

There was no miracle in fhe salvation of this yoong seldivs from
mpending doom. It was a natural result of & natoral cause, Bt wis
the sign of the Hedermer to thase who kitw no other dign that
would so quickly identify a fricndly soldies who Iay helpless Befar
them. H was sign enongh do lead thetn to spare kim, and to bring
Lim to eafety. But in the coming years, a sacred memoty to thal
voung man shall be the protection brought te him by the crueifia he
wore on his hreast. May all of us fim;z protection agains spisitual
Ldangers in the right use and apprecistion of the sacramentals of
tJod's Church!

OTHER SHEEP | HAVE :

Christ died for sll men. He founded His Church to save alf men,
%o num stands outside the pale of salvation berause Christ an willed
it so. Christ wills all men to be saved and 1o copre 10 knowledge of
the truth, . '

This is no abstract statement of docirine. Tt is & must conerets
declaration of the love of the Saviour Himself. That men may know
how eldve 1o His Saexed Heajt is this consuming desire for tnan's
salvation, He it the Gospel of this Sunday poritays Himself sx the
“Goad Shepherd” It is not & tithe He receives from ope of Hinfols
towers: it is « tille He gives to Himself. .

The peozk 1o whom He spoke knew the life of a shepherd, hinew
his duties, dis responsibilities, hiv dangers: knew when be was a Gouod
Shepherd, knew wheri he was a hirelify.  Christ used theit. kssow)
edge of all these' thitigs,. to impress on ﬁem how eagei- He was foi
the salvation of all men. “Lam the Good ShepherdT” For those of
the fold He was 1esd¥ 1o Jay down His very lile, that they wmight nof
sulfer herm, o

e satisfied “with the salvation of a Tew: He duires shai all =hill
come into Hia fold, “Thesn also must T bring.” Morking with Christ
the true memibet of His'
terest. whickl the Good
fold: will be-veady to 46y

& ‘Appead to intelligence:
ppeal igence:

i Catholic Chureh,

ticn, that_may help Chrisy bring ii'wm;i‘nlo_ahg,igw fold of ﬂ‘w
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There s & vomic side to svery

“Other ahbch T huve that ate xot of this fold” Christ can siils

‘ A will have alwuys the Kindliest foele - "

g fowarde eur separated braliven; will have some part of that i,
e Good Stiepherd takes in thore that are not of WhE
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