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_ In Bedayere. editor of

Again, 'Dispute
Or Enjoy ~

By Rev James M. Gillis, C.S.P.

Rcldom i? ever bave I used this column to answer
eotrespondenta, still lesa to carry on a porsonal con-
troversy. But recently there appeared tn the Brook-
lyn Tablet a letter by Arthur Knowles commenting
upol and courteously criticizing the “Sursum Corda”
article which appeared a few weeks ago under the
heading, “Dispute or Enjoy.” Me Knowles has hit
upon a opiatter of much lmportance not only to him
and to mo but, I think, to all who are interested
in the spread of the Christian religion.

. Today's brlef plece, therefare, will be not so much
& reply to this friendly critic but an amplification
of what 1 saud about logical disputation versua joy-
ous affirmation as n mesns of making converts, To
relieve the render of the necessity of looking up the
former article. perhaps we had better reprint Ity key
sentence: “Bishop Prohaszka is right What we need
is not mor disputaton but mors joyousncas. ‘We
dispule much b e we do oot enjoy He who en-
Joys does not diapute much.'” -

It would he unfortunate, seys Mr Knowles if that
scnlence and the article that containz it were min-
understood, but ho thinks it “might eastly be mis-
undorstood.” Now it is possible that I 'am not a
good judge In the case. My admiration for Blihop
Prohaszka may blind me to a posxible fault in his
thinking, But I really sce no danger of mistaking
his mind, provided ane sticks to his words just as he
wrote them. “Dispute” pnd “joyousness” are not con.

despised minority; their Faith still seemed to most
to be a strange freak from the East, "folly to the
Greelts, and a stumbling-block to the Jews.™

With our mountain-top view of the past, we can
hardly eppreciate how uncertain and hopeless thu-
manly speaking) the futyre of the Church must have
looked to Christians at the turning of the second
century. But, way over in out-of-tiﬁ»—way Palestine.
God had set iy mark upon the young man Justin,
still a pagun secarching the ys of wisdom from
the philosophers: and the se;sm:'s quest came to
peace in the Church. -

Justin had much to give to the cause of the
Church- -the talents of his mind and his pen and
he gave them generously, He did not become a
bishop or a priest to do his good worl. His voea-
tion was to be the first of & glorious line of laymen
who, through the centuries, have been apostles with
their pens,

' St Justis's paiticular chore was to show how e
-despised religion of the Crucified Jesus is the ful-
filment of the truths gropingly discovered by phi-
losophy. Such = defense and exposition 9 the Faith
is known as an Apelogia, which means "a speaking
in behalf of sometne or of something,” and the one
who undertakes it is an Apologist. Justin was the
first Apologist in the history of the Church, but
the line after him iy long and glortous. ;

It was my Brevisry resading on his Feast last
Taesday which freshened my memory of sthese
things. The impréssion wias ail the deeper because
¥ had just studied, a féw hours before, an article by
an Apologist of today, appearing in the current issue
of The Atlantic Muﬂll&1 The writer is Michael de

¢ London Cathelic Herad;
Now ami After. ‘
that thiy is St Justin's

the article is Ok ty
I canpot belp thinkin

appesrs iy 8 dangerous violent time. It mppears
“inm & magazine of the worl 1t shaws, masterfully
and fervently, the position afd g¥ospects of the

. Chinrek in o digiitegrating world, The suthor iy &
| Iayman, doing apostélic work for the Church with
~the written word.
*  The oedinary Catholic of loday may hardly be ex-
t"cw}\ mt become ;tn.tbxwassﬁe ':mbon;kthe md cen-
" tury Apclogisa of St Justin: able as they are
for historinma wad apologisty, they wept written to
meet the ipivies of u situation perhups fie longer in-
. terenting to theé raniand-fie. Bul the Bedoyere ar-

A chadepeiiis . -y

spirit and technique, 0tk century style, The arlicle

&nl thing ia to take a man's words just as he says
em,

Mr. Knowlss says ke fears that therm b nat
enough discussion. His experienice must be different
from ming. 1 think there is too much discussion
at least in proportion to the joyous manifestation of
the Faith. Must I add once more that saying there
(s relatively too much discussion is not equivalent
to saying that we should fall back upon emation and
sbandon discussion?

In all modesty I think 1 may claim to have somo
slight competence to speak in this masatter 1 have
been - after a fazhion —a misslonary for forly yearw.
1 bave done & heap of discussion. Perhaps no man
in my field has done more. But even though it »e
a kind of confession of wrong method, I now think
after all thess years that there Is too riuch discus-
sion—not {nded too much absolutely but relatively
too rouch,

One more observation. I had written that per-
hxps St Thomas himaelf if he had been outside
the Faith would not have besn converted by the
argumenta in his swn majestic Sunynia Theelex
Mr Knowles calls that assertion “a grievous mbs-
take.” But as & mafler of fsct those arguments of
themselves and by themseives never converted any
one. Mr Knowles and every other person well in-
formed on Cutholic thealogy knows that intelisctual
conviction is nol faith, and that therelore no one
cart come to the Mnith by intellectusl conviction-
even the intellectusi convietion that might ensue
upon a study of the Bumma. Mr. Knowles speaks
of Dr. Mortimer Adler. The mentiont of that (Hustrl-
ous Thomist scholar scems to be one more pract
among a thouaand thal a man may be wholly con-
vinced and yet not converted. Dr. Adler, in spite of

! along with model-T attitudes; we are ultra-con-
. servative. and morbid about criticism. e are knowin
! mostly as the people who are "Agin' things' agih’

birth-control, agin' byrlesque. agin' Class C moviea
agin’ indecent literastyre. Olr times are in the most
violent ordeal and travail history: and all we
scom to have to offer are the plush and clover of
“the good old days when things were casygoing
and it was nice to read in an easychair aboit the
foreign misxions and the early inariyrs, -

But there afe hopeful signs, few though they w
liké the twelve Apostles who tonguered the wy
People faithfuly on their kneés, apostolic men and
womén, the martyr spirit, scers with their eyea on
fagihorizons, voices with a new noto in their prop-
dgation of the Faith. Of souch I3 Mictael de Ia
Bedoyere. AN the public liberals, 1 am »mure, carry
The Atlantic Monthly, and you can find there, in
the April issue, his keen article on Christianity Now
snd After. Let’s ul] read it -
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. Enthroned as seventh Tighsh of Buffalo before a
distinguished gathering of the Ainerican Hierarchy,
the Moet Hev. Joho A, Duffy held oot the Catholic
CHurchx »s the “aptagonist and remedy” for the uin,
- selfishreay snd folly of the modern age in his in-
stallation sermon At S‘t'. Jgsepzx's. Cathedral, Buftalo.

Ehmira Cathalies gave foll covperation to the Bl
mima Comminity Motion Riclure Council by spon-
wityg the predentaticar of theee plctures of dut-
standing nietit at ﬂ:e‘t&ﬁéﬂt“mw. that city,

. Refigious people provide & sotind foundation for &
nation, Supremie Court Justicd William ¥ - of
Rockester told 200 mémbers of B{ Vinceot de Paul's
Holy Name Soclety at the wrnudl Comminaion Bresk-
tast in Corning. Justice Love prajsed the members
for their deyobion 1o God ds demonstrated by the
Corporste Cemmunion ix the parbsh chovel |

Appeal to prejudics: An srgusen ihat convincey

g‘m li-tl; o~ 3." ent and

een L
as Patrick Cardingl Hayes?

The custom of cardinsls using
thoir title after thelr Christian
name i3 & survivsl from the Mid-
die Ages, when surnames were not
in use Thus & man agned him.
sell Louis IX, King of France;
George, Prince of Wales; Ilenry,
Duke of 8urrey, or John the Cold.
amith, Frederick the Tunaer., Teo-
day. this custom Is retained by the
cardinals, particularly In Xnglish
spesking countries,

Hew may we know that » pricst
gives sin sinelniion in Oenfosnlsn?

By the very fset Uil he says
aothing akout refusing &, I =«

*

ten. | priest denles abeolulicn, he talls

the penitent fx wery clear terme
the renson for doing so snd tries
wgg u;l‘u o1 of God'
priestly seal and kindly admoni-
tion {o bring the party sround e
the dispositions nectassry for
worthy reception ef the Sacrionent
of Penance,

Wha in the palren sadnf of sie-
negraphers?

8L Genesiuz s the palron skint
of stencgraphers. He wax a sol-

Wfore Gad. oo, 16 the sinner's eass,
v merlls are sttached ta Mg
prayer However, the pelition will
ctriainly be granted (f @8 {a for the
f“nmc to ¥ converled and resint
viher sin 1f the pelition s fer
tenporsl favors, such as \he recew
tl'geof baddily beaith, ar for some
olher enrthly sdeantage, 8 will
granted provided Cod sees that R
will nat prove & himirsnce ta Uk
petitionor's apiritunl wellare,

———
D't it superstitions in wosr &
om

Ontdalics do net connider eliher
& scapular o & scapiler mrdal as
ham n ordir 1o share Tn the weed

" » shkre In the
wotks of a religloua order, In ot
dir to gein indulgences amd o
pledge oursalres ax dovaut clienls
of #ur Lord or the Blsssad Virgin
or the Sainta,

D 1

Trust in God

Wo cannmt trumt Gad — ¢ alise
trust ourselves -~ tae Wuch, FHe

never donies the petitlen of lvely
taith our cenfiderce s the magh

these sacramentals have roceived the hlessing of Holy Mother Churels
wltich has dedicated them to reMbioys wxe and has asked God's
-perial protection on all who wear or use them.

There was no miracle dn the salvation of this young soldirr from
inpending dooms. It was s natural result of & natural eause. Bt was
the sign of the Redermer to those who knew sno other sign that
wauld <o quickly idemify a frieadly suldier who lay helpless belore
them. It was sign enough to lead them 10 spare him, and 10 bring
lim to safety. But in coming yrars, o sacred mrmory to that
voung man shall be the protection brought to hilm by the exucifis he
wore on his breast. May afl of us find protection agsinst spiritusl
dangers in the yvight use and spprecistion of the sacramentals of
God's ChurchT

OTHER SHEEP | HAVE

Christ died for all men. He founded His Chuteh to cave ol men,
No man stands outside the pale of salvation berause Christ has willed
it sa. Christ wills all men to be saved and 16 come 1o knowledge of
the truth,

This is no absiract statiment of docirine, Tt 12 & wost concrote
doclaration of the love of the Suvicur Himself. That men mav know
how close o His Sacred Hedtrt is this covsmming desite for man’s
calvation, He in the Gospel of this Sunday porirays Himeell 22 the
“Good Shepherd,” It is not a titte He rereives from one of His fol-
towers: it i & title He gives to Hitneelf,

The pegple to whom He spike knev the Vife of & shepherd. kuew

fris dutics, Wermiponsibilities, His dangers: knew when he %as a Good

| Shepherd, kiew whent he was u hireling,” Christ used their kanowl.

edge of all these things, 16 impresst o them how cuger He was for
the salvation of &Il men. “¥ am the Good Shepherd!”, For those of
the fold He was ready to fny down His very life, that timy might not
siffeg harm, = o N

“Other sheep T have that ars not of s fold™ Cheist can. siéver
be saticlied with the silvation. of a-Tdws He desives that st shall
come into His fold. “Them also mnt | ring.” Working with Chiist,
the true member of His Chorch will have diwaye the Xindliest fsel-
ing towards owt separated brethren; will buve some part of tliad ine
 terest. whick the Good Shipherd takes 7 those that afe siot vf the:
fold; will be ready to iy J:t priy

&5, itter the word, give the invie

: . . Retit Sl Al Sl i P -y &
cke je Juntint wp-to-date, and I hepe it will be resd | pe F side in sight. Appeal to intelligence: | Hon: fhat may help Christ bring theri into the. true fold of the
| heeled by husdoedy of okdinary Cathelles. It | AR argumsent that sonvinces us—Scranton. Tethune. ] Cutholic Chiivels,. A '

—
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hin conviction of the truth of the Busrbma, remains) 3 who, becauss of his gprof- =
tradictory terms, says Mr. Knowles But Bishop Pro- | outside the fold. : : c;:“,;c, fn"w?mux, was mide x e | 0 of His gitts S
haszka n't say thoy are contradictory. Meither But beaides the theological fact of the differenco|tary by the magistratea of Arles, | The teaset O plaln Trast i ,
did L He aimply sald that there was too much of | between intellectusl conviclion and faith, I have in|in vouthern France, The dutes of L Proof of love. it always exiats bee !
one and not enough of the other Both are neces- { mind the nced of “throwing one's heart Infto the | uis nirth and death Are nat known, ] iween Ush leving and the loved, sl
sary. Both are means to the end The Bishop's | scales™ as St Augusting did (o obtaln conviction- - 'n Is protable that ke was mar. |13 8 proof of Iaith tn Uhe perfecs )
though i that the proportions aclording to which | not to say conversion. Pascal did just that. So did|cpred ynder the reign ef Maximum | 108 of the goodness, pawer. wipe §
disputstion and joy arc mixed might with advantage ; Newmasn, whom Mr. Knowles quotes. Indeed, there| Flarculens. Deslh tame to him |dor and foreaight of Ged. Taks 3
be different. It is as though ono should say, Meat | has not besn in ali theological Jiterature a greater, white he waz ofil} & Catechiumen. | them  &f} your difficullies, whal- N
is necessary and greer vegetables are neceasary but | insistence apon tho cooperation of the heart -that "His feast day 1s Aug 25 over they miy bs. your daily iifs b
Jess meat and more green vegetables would be bet- | ls to susy. the will and the emotlons than that P— and conversalion, the Httle cireums
ter for ‘the health” One who anys that could not ! which runs all througb the works of Josn Henry, Will the Jnyers of ene in = stances of every hour, and al) their
logleally be accused of vegotariansm j Newman. His main thesls seems to me to havo been. , o of sl b Meard by Ged? perplexities o whatever they are s
Later an in hia letter Mr. Knowles scems to say ! to barrow a phrase from Tennyson, that “heart and Eve ) takte them to Him lay them il ’
that I play into the hands of “positivists” who on- | mind agrording well” will lead a man to the flltb»' ry sincere and earnest pray- | before Mim with o perfeet conds
tend that “our convorts are uniformly won solely | That,' I feel confident, it what Bishop Prohaszka *:'h“" ';‘;’“:3""7 "’“’ﬂpl It ts said. | dance wnd firm veliincs on Hie
on an emotional bhasis.” But if the positivists make | means to say We must not make either the Bishop ; t:u “P" '-‘:d ‘g Gﬁ'ﬁ- FAYEE I8, In | promises )
that contention they make it Wogically 1 have not | or his humble disciple, tha writer of these Hinfa {ﬂl’” A religion ds weil aa ™ i bl et .
recommended emotionalism ss a substitute for in- | say more than he Intended to say and in fact “mi:: f“n- t ‘:i; Terson in a ore is & comic ade to eviy .
tellectualism. Still lees do 1 advocate golng after | did ssy hd of serioua gannot fnerit | teagedy. X
converts “uniformly” with a “solely emotional™ ap- iCopyright, 1842 NCWC» O Y TSP S NN :
; * is more timely and far-secing than anything ¥ have r s .
4.,.___1 Lnbnry Slgnpbﬂ yet come across on the future after the War, and E n l o ‘ l A L N
}\ L e d "K. d' on the spiritual influences now working to deter- r s .
mine that fulure R
: —“—a ? 'n y It ia known that as a result of Justin's writings, (Continued from Pags 22)
' Lo h“"" the emperor gvnmmua :med ldava}nﬂhﬂ;{s{g;muﬂon‘of AR T S O p——
the Church. e may hope, In nrayer. for .
'g fome such sensational ouleome to the Bt;ddyeru ar- 3";{;'}"““ the Sl!}tfg Heart of Irst;;: i t;mxhl:at s lo continue ; :
ticle. But if we want others to read st for its les- § spiri) of prayer and devation to our heavenly brethren The infeina
By Rev. Benedict Etmann ﬁr:"]‘:[:g’ “‘:“g‘"‘;g‘-t:el::mz‘ Christian reciprocabion | aiqs of seligion prompted by the external sign of eur devonon, serve ‘
Apsil 13: Feast of St Justin horn about 100 A D | What gbdut the Church in the world after the|'® “;‘f:ﬂf’?’ blessing, Toxe | df“,' N tdier who had :
in Palestine of pagan parents converted to the  ecapital V? Don't we care? Is it that we say. “Oh RE, méctd, okt at fiand lor the youny soldirr ahs hia
Christian faith, when about 30 years old. as a re- | the Church will pull through somehow™® Of course. | been east ap on the shiores of 2 wild countrs - the spears of the natnes ¢
sult, of studying the Scriptures and obsc-rvir}g ;he s};e u;m with Christ's gzm‘reantie’ agrinst ;:hefgates were sleeady vaised 10 plerce his bodv, when thie reaeifix on his §
couripre of the martyrs, became a great lay defender | of hell”. but what about teus thousands of peo- Yosi ok i R L {
of l:g\c Faith, especially with three valuable docu- | ple lost to her in the meantime, ond wnt there breast E‘“S}g ,ﬂ‘& r;llm;jm&.tg: “?33 ‘*%" ";{!;' ,d’f’m :hat. this man A
ments—two “Apologias” and the “Dislogue with | something we you and I and sll of us. desr remders | W83 50 enéing, np jap, but tee soldiwr of o Christian mation. They - ;
Tryphon~~ important witnesses to the teaching of can do about it. right now? Didn't Christ. in Hie | ook him to their chief, gave him clothing and food, lwlped him
the e:arly Church; martyred in Rome, Apr 13 168 | Last }u;lsgmm;xt sefmgf wxr,;x us”m:taw; eannof gave | find his way bick to lis rommand. . ;
I like to think of this intrepid Catholic layman | our souls without aiuding others™ An oW are we e . [P . . i
of the second century making the most of his gift  we of today —going to aid our brothers of today if | | ?’c Cumkﬁ‘lm m&m(ft us *’“’"‘i‘“ ’}!‘;' :’;’”“F ::M"" was i“‘*{" H
of Faith. When you come to think of it. it must ' we do not know what they nesd or whrre they are | SHDUID. GiCE are cEger o see that all of our boss, partientarly -
have been a stronge Ume, critlesl and full of diffi- | going? ‘ the sons of our own familics, shall have a supply of medals, scapu-
culties for the young Church. The last of the Apos- | It is a frightening h;l;ingb !,cih me to obsm(;hthe cnn:- lars, crosses, vosuries, and other sactameditals, o wesr or to carry
tles was gdead; the first apostolic fervor no longer * placrney of our Catholic brethren, even in the priest- . ov 1 s .o N .
sustained the Christian communities: there were de- . hodd. To me it s the surest sign of coming per!&-! la ’nn "Frsm.g ‘r’emlsd{’l: of .u"" wh’mn‘fg“"n‘ mi, futmfm; the
fections and -betrayals; the Christians were still a | cution in Americs. We are old-fangled we pl mage ol Uur Lotd and Hip saints, comstructed to remima us of them, R
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