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- The psrsonslitiss in the pictures
of the week are much more inter-
eating than the pictures themselves,
With good actors like Henry Fon-
ds, Lalrd Cregar, Willlam Holden,
Glann Ford, SBpring Byington, Pat
O'Brisn, Brian Donlevy and others,
wa wail as such sble entfMainers
a3 Mickey Roonsy, Dorothy la-
mour, Uitk Joan Carrell and a
group of singers, dancers and
comadinne, as the names highlight-
od In the plctures of the week, one
would expect the maovies them-
mives ta bo of & pretty xood grade.
Unfoctunately thare's xthing dis-
tinguished about xay o them.

“Rings on Hee Fingers' X2
O, Unbappy day!l It's discourag-
ing ta aéé the facile Henry Fonda
waated [ such trivie sz “Rings on
Har Fiogers” — »6 5000 after “The
Mula " Anlmal” too. For where
somiedy” with an  aaderoorrent. of
&n aadercurrent o
maningful drams, “Rings on Her
Pingera™ is stsged. itn altustions
sre stilted, its comedy forced ang
iz dialogus s comporid of cliches.
Poar Fonde hss nothing with
which to work and he gets no help
from the unimsginative direction
of Roulen Mamoullan, unually so
rellable. The story has to ds with
& gum-chawing “deze-dem-angd-
dose™ xirl who is plucked by a
team of confidence operalors as de-
coy for their shakedowny of rich
victl In no time at all, she has
given up the gum and s obvious-
Iy “to the manor born" Leslie
Howard, in hia best Pygmalion
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veln, d never have managed
such a quick transition as Gene
Tlerney gets by with in this. Miss
Tierney's role i no tax on her
limited sbilities, which is<ll to the
good, but Fonds, Laird Cregar and
Spring Byinglon, who can go to
town when they get the c¢hance,
suffer the same lack of opportun-
ities. Oceasional beight spota don't
compensate for m story that is
mish and (lled with tmplausibifi-

*Ihe Fleet's In"—A-2

cause the story itself is good and ..

because Glenn Ford's. quiet sin-
cerity makes his playing of the
title role very effective. Frank
Conroy and Claire Trevor do pare
ticularly good work In support.

*"The Courtship of Andy Hardy™
—~A

The new Hardy picture presents L

the good judge and his tamily in &
set of (amdliar sltuations to make
an, aversge, unexciting chaptar of

the saries. Word has it that evem -

some of the most rabld Hardy ad-
mirers of the past are beginning .
to tire = little but thers are ua-
 doubtedly emough of the breed ex-
tinct to make satisfactory box-of-
fice receipts. Donna Read s the
pretty and promising “new girl*
for Andy and guch othsr able play-
ers a» Frieds Inacoturt, Todd Karns,
Willlam Lundigan And Harvey
Stevens are involved in the stereo-
typed adventures of the Hardys,

"Obliging Youncg Lady”—A-1
When George David and X'talked
to little Joan Carroll in her drose-
ing room st “Panama Haitie” last
spring, she was very excited be-
cause nhe was going back to Holly-
wood as a star. The RKO-Radle
people told ua thst she was going
te get top preductions. Jitterbug
Betty Hotlton, now in movies,
(“The Fleet's In"), herself, advised
us to watch that baby when she
got to Hollywood—“Shirley Tem-
ple wouldn't have a chance.” Joan's
first cmrrm& picture, *“Obliging
Young Lady,” hxs just been re-
leased, and she i atill one of the
cuteat kids you are Hable to run
across. That's as much as you can
say for the picture. Oh, yes, Frank-
lin Pangborne and Eve Arden each
have brief funny bits, but for little
Joan and the others, the picture Is
8o much wasted footage.

"Two Yanks in Trinidad”—X-2

Pat O'Brien and Brian Donlevy .

are playing the parts now, instead
of Edmund Lewe and Victor Me-
Laglen, but “Two Yanks in Trint-

dad™ is just the old Quirt-Flaggy .«
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how you fedi msbout vaudeville 't&} .
Among the “scts™ are Betty Hut-
ton's amuling dose of heavy jit-
ters; & very amusing dance satire
by Lorrzine and Rognan; Cass
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