'

+

{

- gary Including

i tersi-
| tory iiciuded M o nxmem Johin

R S L e ST S

16, 1942

Caps Culture

Jacques Maritain Lecture

T ?&3"@ S

mmom cm

Series

* By HELEN MACCHIA
“If a moment of general catastrophe should befall civiliza-
tion, I would still not despair of civiiization, for this country
will give some of its generosity, good will, Lonﬁdc-nce in the

future and courage, to things con-
tomplative, to contemplat!on over-
flowing in action, when & few in
Amorica come to reslize better the
value of contemplative activity
which will lead fo & gradust modi.
fication of the general scheme of
values.”

These were the ringing words of
Jacques Maritain, the leading Hw-
ing philosopher of todoy, who
spoke on Action and Contemplin-
tion in the last lecture of the
Christian Culture Series presented

at Aguinag Institute on Sunday i]

evening, Apr. 12
The debnie between action snd
eohtemplation not only concerns
edch of us personally, but™is also
of vital importanoce to hdthaii enl-
gxre and to the destiny of clvilisa-
on,

“In philesophical language,” the
speaker continued, “the problem of
agtion and contemplation is that
of tramsitive (or productive) and
fmmanent sctivity (immanerndt ac-
tivity In its most typical and pur-
est function).,” Now, transitive ae-
tivity is that which one b%ﬂ; ex-
ercises upon another, impafting to
it movement or enorgyr Concern-
ing an agent of this activity, we
find the agent does good pmmard{y
for himself, hence the rise of ‘ego-
tism.! Immanent activity, on the
other hand, is of quite a different
order; it is the characteristic me-
tivity of “life mand spirit. In this
form of activity, action does not
achieve itzelf in another being, but
within the agent's soul. Acts of
knowing-and of loving are not only
within the soul but are for the
soyl, ‘an active supcrexistence, as
it were, superiof to the mersly
physical act of existence.’
8P . CITED

In stidying the Gresky' view on
this matter, we ind Aristotle's con-
clusion, that life according to the
intellect is better than a merely
human jife. In this helief, theére
follows an error of what this as-
sertion really meant to the Greeks.
It meant that monkind Lives for
the sake of a few intellectusls.
This seems to give rise to a ocate-
gory of specialists -~ the philoso-
phers—who lead a superhuman
life; the second and lower cate-
those who serve
thege philosophers, those who lead
an ordinary human life; these, in
turn, served hy those leading a
sub-buman life, or the life of a
slave. “The high truth of superi-
ority of the centemplative life.” the
speaker explained, <“was bound up
with the oontempt of work and the
plague of slavery”

What innovations did Clrﬁstlan—
ity introduce on the subject with
which we are dealing? Maritain
belicves that they are four-fold:

L. Christianity teaches us that

l!ove is better than intelligence —to

love things that are superior to
man is better than 'to know these
It is better to love God than to
know Him.

2. The notion of contemp!auan
has been trinsfigured by Christi-
Enity; it bas been endowed with a
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SYDNEY, Australiz.— The Most
Rev. Thomas Wade, SM., Viear
Apostolic of the Norti: Solomon Es-
lands, who refused an opportunity

ot transportstion to a place of
safety with other regidents of Kie-
ta when a Japawese warship ar-
rived gutside that undefended har-
hor, is held a prizoner of war by

e Japanese, according to official
word received by the Ri. Rev.
Msgr. James "Hainnan, of Sydsey,
Austialian Director of the Society
for the Pry idn 4f the Faith.
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new meaning. ‘I‘he contemplation
of philogophers is concerned with
the perfection of the contemplator
having intellectual knowledge as
their end; wifile the contmplation
of the saints is concerned with the
love of the ong.who is contemplat.
.od -~of God.

8. Actlon has been given a new
meaning. Man's labor in its firsk
and humblest stages is a coopern-
tion with God the Crestor and, in
the moral order, it is b i up
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nihilo,

4. Contemplation is the business
of all. As Maritain said, "That
wisdom calls all, it clasnors in the
public places and in the road-
ways” - All are called, not to the
contemplation of the philosophers
but to loving and crucified con»
tetnplation—to the feaxt of divine
love dnd divine wisdomn. The uni-
versality of this appesl is ‘ong of

ity’s eatholieity) e ——
FRUIT OF WORK

Contemplamon. it must be re
mambered, is not work in fact, but

a fruit of work, It is not an ordi-
nary leisure: it is & leisure coinv
ciding with the very highest ac-
tivity of the human subsiance,

In concluding his lecturs
Jecques Maritain said, concerning
'slavery, that Christianity has snni-
hilated its functional necessity in
the human conscience, For the
Cliristian conacienge, there .do not
exist two c#tegories In humanity,
homo faber, whoxe task is to work,
and homo sapiens, whose task is
 the contemplition of truth, The
same man ix both faber and sa-
piens, and wisdom callE ui all to
the freedom of the <children of
God. The Christian Doctors fell -us
that contemplation Is suptrastural;
it is schieved by ihe gifts which
San]cmying Grace brings to the
soul.

Supernatiral contemplation
achlew:s and fulills & natuaral de
sire or aspiration to contemplation,
which is consubstantial to man and

to which the sages of India and
Greeco bear witness, “St. Thomas
| says,” gquoted Maritakln, “that pri-
| marily, absoltitely speaking and in
xtsell cnntemplauw e iy better
ctive Life, ‘The second point

lof doctrine to be pensidered s that
contemplation, being the highest
‘degrer 6f the Yife of the soul, can-
not be an instrument of the morat
virtues and the operations of ac-
tive life, but the end to whithd

as means and dispositions.”

We say that to wish paradize on
earm is stari naivete. Fhis how-
fvér is hetter than not to wish any
paradise st adl, To aspire lo par-
adise is pran’s grandeur and the

thiz state here helow. “Contempls-
tion s mdisa o eaxih, & erei-
fied parsdige.
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