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Bishop Wade Held War 
Prisoner In South Sea 

Cowieay floehfuter Timet-Union 
CKHTS LECTURE*—TIMS Kav. H»gfc 
|. Haffey, C.S.I.. Direct** at ChrU-
ti«n Culture Serfs* wi th (actus* 
Maritain, famed shitasofflier, whe 
climaxed scries with l e e t w * Sunday 
at Aajuinas 

Jacques Maritain Lecture 
Caps Culture Series 

By HELEN MACCHIA 
"If a moment of general catastrophe should befall civiliza

tion, I would still not despair of civilization, for t h i s country 
will give some of its generosity, good will, confidence in the 
future and courage, to things c o n 
templative, to contemplation over
flowing iu action, when a f e w in 
America come t o realize better the 
value of contemplative ac t iv i ty 
which wilt lead to • gradual modi 
fication of the; general s cheme of 
values." 

These were t h e ringing w o r d s of 
Jacques Maritain, the leading: liv
ing philosopher of today. Who 
spoke o n Action and Contempla
tion in the last lecture of the 
Christian Culture Series presented 
at Aquinas Inst itute on S u n d a y 
evening, Apr. 12. 

The debate between action and 
eohtcmplation not only concerns 
each of us personally. but "is a l so 
of vital importance to human cul
ture and to the destiny of c iv i l i sa
tion. 

"In philosophical language." the [ 
speaker continued, "the problem of 
action and contemplation ia that 
of transitive ( o r productive) a n d 
immanent activity (immanent ac
tivity in its roost typical and pur
est function)." Now. transitive a c 
tivity is that which one b1*fo ex
ercises upon another, imparting to 
it movement o r energjv Concern
ing an agent o f this activity, w e 
find the agent does good primari ly 
for himself, hence the rise of ' ego
tism.' Immanent activity, on t h e 
other hand, is of quite a different 
order; it is the characteristic ac 
tivity of life and spirit In th i s 
form of activity, action does not 
achieve itself in another being, but 
within the agent's soul. Acts of 
knowing-mid of loving arc not on ly 
within the soul but are for the 
soul, 'an active supcrcxlstence. a s 
It were, superior to the mere ly 
physical act of existence.' 
SPECIALISTS CITKD 

In studying t h e Greeks' v i e w on 
this matter, we find Aristotle's con
clusion, that l ife according t o t h e 
intellect i s better than a m e r e l y 
human life. In this belief, there 
follows an error of what th i s a s 
sertion really m e a n t to the G r e e k s . 
It meant that mankind lives for 
the sake of a few Intellectuals. 
This seems to g;ive rise to a c a t e 
gory of specialists — the phi loso
phers—who lead a superhuman 
life; the second and lower c a t e 
gory including those who s e r v e 
these philosophers, those w h o lead 

' an ordinary human life: these , Sn 
turn, served by those leading: a 
sub-human life, or the life- of a 
slave "The high truth of super i 
ority of the contemplative life." t h e 
speaker explained, • "was bound ttp 
with the contempt of work and the 
plague of slavery." 

What innovations did Christ ian
ity introduce oh the subject w i t h 
which we are dealing? Mari ta in 
believes that t h e y are four-fold: 

I. Christianity teaches us t h » t 
Jtave is better than intelligence - t o 

Move things that are superior t o 
man is better t h a n ' t o know theat . 
It is better to love God than t o 
know Him. 

t.Tfce notion of contemplation 
has been transfigured by Chris t i 
anity; i t has been endowed wi th a 
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new meaning. The contemplation 
of philosophers Is concerned with 
tlic perfection of the contemplator 
having intellectual knowledge as 
their end.- while, .the contemplation 
ot the saints is "concerned with the 
iovc of the one_~who i s contemplat
ed -of God. 

S. Action has been g iven s new 
meaning. Man's labor i n its first 
and humblest stages i s a coopera
tion with God the Creator and. in 
the moral order, it i s bound up 
with the revelation of creation ex 
nlhllo. 

4. Contemplation is t h e business 
of all. As Maritain said. "That 
wisdom ca l l s all, it c lamors in the 
public places and in the road
ways."- All are called, not to the 
contemplation of the philosophers 
but to lov ing and crucified con
templation—to the f e a s t of divine 
love and d iv ine wisdom. The uni
versality of this appeal is 'one* of 
the essential features o f Christian
ity's catholicity.' - _ ~ 
FRl'tT O F WORK 
-Contemplation, it m u s t be re
membered, ia not work i n fact, but 
a fruit of work. It is n o t an ordi
nary leisure; it is • leisure coin-
elding with the very highest ac
tivity of the human substance. 

In concluding b 1» lecture. 
Jacques Maritain said, concerning 

"slavery, that Christianity has anni
hilated its functional necessity In 
the human conscience. For the 
Christian conscience, t h e r e do not 
exist two categories i n humanity, 
home falter, whose task i s to work, 
and homo sapiens, w h o s e task Is 
the contemplation of * truth. The 
same man i s both fatter and sa
piens, and wisdom calTs~us all to 
the freedom of the children of 
God The Christian D o c t o r s fell us 
that contemplation Is supernatural; 
it is achieved by the g i f t s which 
Sanctifying Grace b r i n g s to the 
soul. 

S u p e r n a t u r a l contemplation 
achieves and fulfils a natural de
sire or aspiration to contemplation, 
which Is consubstantlal t o man and 

, to which t h e sages o f India and 
: Greece bear witness*. "St. Thomas 
: says." quoted Maritain, "that pri-
' mariiy, absolutely speaking ana in 

^ i itself, contemplative HJfe far hotter 
than active life. The second point 

«*„™*~* . »- i » * i o t doctrine to be uensiaercd is that 
Stmmt, Australia.-The Most (contemplation, being t h e highest 

Rev. Thotna* Wade . SM,, V i c a r . degree'"ot the life of t h e sou!, can-
Apostolie of the Korth Solomon Ss- n o t b* an instrument or the moral 
lands, who refused an opportunity virtues and the operations of ao-
of transportation to a place o f t i v e !ifc> but the end to whit*. 
safety with other residents of K i c -
ta when a Japanese warship a r 
rived outside that Undefended h a r 
bor, is held * jprisoner of war b y 
the Japanese, according to oSfBeial 
word received hj* flic R t R e v . 
Msgr. James Hannah, of Sydney , 
Australian Director o f the S o c i e t y 
l or the' Propagation of the F a i t h . 

interned with SftdJon W a d e a t 
Rsbau), Island ot 2 a f t Britain,' a c -

„a»r4i'«|t to word r«c«i*«dby lsfo*-
*%8o* Kantian, are two American 
priesis whose names are given «* 
Hennessy and Connelly. 

ttawa&i At the 'Owe of .the JP«p-
*he#e 'invasion of Bishop Wade's 
Vicariate in the North -Soioraon 
fciands, the Rev. James H«jn«rjs4|Wt^J«rttar« Series wv^ submit-
* nriest at the Archdiocese. «J Bos
ton, was listed a* dofng missionary 
work under Bishop Wade and con-
ducting; a native training school at 

' Buka Paaaage. A list of American 
Marist mia*aon«ri«w in the terri
tory included that *f Father. John ' 

those things have to be directed 
as means and dispositions." 
, We say that to wish paradise on 
earth is starh naivete. This how
ever is better than not to wish any 
paradise *£ all. To aspire to par
adise Is man's grandeur and the 
individual must begin to realist* 
this state here neJo#. "Contempla
tion is paradise oh earth, a cruci
fied paradise." . t 

After tSfe feature, jH*i*ap Hear* 
n*y cotntnendTed Sather fiCo%h ttaf* 
fey, C8.&. «W dhec&Hr o* the tec-
tare Series. His. 13t<:el!eriey; pointec 
out that such a Series is both 
needed and appreciated by the pen-
lite of Rochester. A program for 

ted; this program will probably in
clude tord Hjfcltfsx, A. J. Cronin, 
Fr. FarreB, Jtfsisr. rttltow J. Sheen, 
Walter Uppmsn and several 
other* ,„ 

_ fcet freedom ring m t?«*el«f SMMA* 
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