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Welcome To
Maritain

By Rev. Banadict Fhmann >
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Rochester's first Christian Culture Lecture serles
ot Aquinas Institute comea to a brilliant conclusion
thizs SBunday evening with Jacques Maritain on the
platform.

The best wine of this feast of wit and wisdom is
being served at the last. Jacques Maritain i3 peor-
Jess among preaent-day men of philosophy. And 1
am assured by those who know him well that his
personal life is marked by a remarhkable holinesy
and devotion,

Gilson, himself a great philosopher. say»s of Marl
tain: “Jacques Maritain is growing greater and
greater with the years, and I am not at all sure
that even we, who admire him so much, are fully
allve to the lasting significance of his work. He s
one of the deepest thinkers of all times.”

The Protestant philosophor, Reinhold Niebuhr,
says: “Men like Maritatn belong to that small com-
pany of great spirits In any sge from whom one
may loarn, even if one holds completely different
presuppositions. There is In all his thought Wuch
rips wisdom about tho ways of man, such ganeronity
of judgment in dealing with an opponent’s posi-
tion, guch gentlencss of spirit and such profound In-
sight on vexing problems that no decent person
could resd him without profit.”

Dr. Mortimer Adler writes: *“T discern in Mari.
tain's “The Degrees of Knowledge' the outlines, at
least. of & synthesis of sclence, philosophy and the-
ology willch will do for us what St Thomas did
for philosophy in the Middle Ages.”

The Anglican Dean of Exeter wrote in the Lon-
don Sunday Times: “It is a privilege to be allowed
to observe the workings of a first-rate mind, wholly
consecrated to a high mission”

May I join this jury of superiatives without seem-
ing to be pontifical? | am an all-out admirer of Mar-
italn’s thought and life. But there is one thing par-
ticularly that strikes mo about him something that
is uniquely his gift among llving muthors It is the
sense and instinct of what the Bible calls “the boli-
ness of truth.”

One of the divorce casuslties of modern life ia
the divorce between truth and the affections. Most
people regard the truth as cold and forbidding. Talk
to them, for instance, about the Trinity: no spark of
fire sets their hearts aflame with adoration. Speak
about the Hypostatic Union of the divine and hu-
man and natures in the Person of Jesus Christ. no
glad Magnificat flowers into bloom in their souls
But Jesus, who ia Truth and Love Incarnate. says
to us, “Yeu shall know the truth, and the truth
shnll make you free” (Johin 8, 32)

Now Maritain sees truth as a wholeness, as a har-
mony, as & mirror of the Hving and beautiful God.
For Maritain, truth shines and glows with beauly
In him, truth begets love. More than any living
writer outside (perhaips! of Claudel. he seems to
hav experienced the full force of Patmore's golden
saying,

“There comes a time in the life of cvery one who
follows the Truth with full sincerity when God re-
veals to the sensitive Soul the fact that He and He
alone can satisfy those longings. the satisfaction of
which she has hitherto been tempted to seek else-
where, Then follows a scries of experiences which
constitute the ‘sure mercies of David' The Enemy,
who can assault us only through the flesh, has had

his wenpon taken out of his hands The seneitive '

nature is, from day to day. refreshed with a sweet-
ness that makes the flesh-pots of Egypt insipid. and
the Soul cries, ‘My heart and my flesh have re-
joiced In the living God.'"

In the book of her memoirs, We Have Been
Friends Together, Raissa, Maritain's wife, feelingly
dexcribes his fmpression on her in the days of their
early love: . -

“For the first time I could really talk to some-
one about myself, emerge from my silent reflec-
tions in order to*share them, put my torment into
words. For the first time I had met someone who
at the outset inspired me with absolote confidencs;
someons who from that moment I knew would never
disappoint me; someone with whom I could so read-
iy came to an understanding on ajl things. Another
Someone had pre-established between us, and in

despite of such great differences of temperament t

and of origin, s soverdign karmony.

“ ... He was even then overflowing with fnner
activity, with goodnexss and generosity. He was en-
tirely without prejudice: his soul was as though
bratd new, and seemed constantly to discover for
itself fts own law . "

I van vouch that this is, word for word, my im-
pression of Mauritain as T read his wonderful books.
T have never seen the man: this Sunday will be my
first chance to do so. But T feel I know him, with
that deeper communion and recognition which

* Wrises between the spuls of people, and which Is

akin to the knowledge of the angéls in heaven. To
me, he ix & Prophet—a spokesman of God. But he
is at the same time a spokeaman of Man, for he
has a pathetic sense of the gropings and prostrations
of human nature ag it aspires toward the Light. His
wrl are. a_hsunting harmony of the splendor
of truth and of thi-tears of our livisg.

Rochester Catlislies who really understind the
greatness of the Church and of its best men in thia
erucial hour, will come to Maritain's lecture this
Sunday, if onily as & tribute to & great man, whom
the Holy Spirit fomdly led by the magnet of Teuth
into the Church. They will ot be rewarded with &
display of sparkiing wit, for Maritain is net that
kind of lecturer. But, for 2 apace, by virtue of the
Holy Spirit, they will be given a ;ix)hpse of “the hid
Battlements of Elernity,” and a pull of homesickmess
for our irue fatherland.

Selected

*In thie ses of tempestuous storms and haman
disuters may the fury of the winds cesse and the

Gf the wavey be restored, that ow the
lity iy clasp hands

‘A peace embrace.”— His Holiness, Pope
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What a horror that the very crime oF mah murder that stands a
one of the worst abuses of Jhie diciator, shoull be propesed in free
America! Thank God, the proposal comes from only a few! Thank
God, it comes not from those who have the wlsdons or the common.
sense, the understanding_and the viion, to he comaidered legitinite
advisora in carlyg for our aMicted, ones!

An apt suggestion for the Euthanasia Soclely of Americs, Ine, I
to crase the “Awerics,” and sign up for imnedinte servico with the
enemy of America whose ideas in this matter coinncide with those of
the organigation, Pethaps “Murder lucorponated™ would be & more
revealing title. :

FIVE NAZARETH SCHOLARSHIPS

An apportunily that should mean much {9 he yoOulg woiten who
are finishing high school this June, is vffered by Nazarelh College at
this time. Five shalavships are offeted free to, those who qualify.
One scholarship is offered in each of the Bve Deaneries of the Dingese.
The scholarship is for four years, and is valued ax $1000.00.

The awards will be made on the basie of regents ratings as of
January, 1932 Applications should be sent to (e -Ofice of the Dean

3

Principal of the high school. |

This is g valusble offer to the young wonien of the diocese, and
should serve to awaken new interest in the zecenly completed Nazareth
College. A highly trained faculty presides over m school inm which

the institution.

WHOSE SINS YOU SHALL FORGIVE

The completion of their equipment to serve mess as other Chrlats
was given to the Aposiles on the evening of Emstrr Sunday. Late on
that dav Jesus appeared to them, hreat upon then and said the
words: “Recenve yo the Holy Ghost: whose sins you shall forgive,
they are forgiven them: whose sins you shall retain, they are e
tained.” .

They had already received power as priesis to celehrate Mass,
Bishops to confirm, to ordain other pri as shepherds of souls 1o
anoint the sick. They were to go into the wholr world snd preach the
Gospel to eyery creature.

Sin and temptation were not to pass away Man's life licre on rarth

able ta choose God or the devil, virloe or vice, rigghtcousness or sin,

The mission of the Apostles could not be eflective unless they could
care for the problem of sin; Their preaching would sttengthen men
as it informed them on what “was right, what was ivronf. Holy Mass
and prayer would still further strengthen them. But they needed a
sacramental power that would at once take awoy sin and at the same
time give a tpecial graece to avoid i in the {oure.

That sacramentsl power was given the Apoiles on Faster Sunday.
For 1900 vears it has been exercised in the Charele It b & judiclal
power. in which the Apostles and their successors are bound to dectde
in the case of each candidate for sacramental shsolution whether or
not he is wosthy: whether his «ins sre to be remitted or vetained. A
good confession means he is worthy: a bad ronfession means he is
unworthy. ’

In aur Easter rrjoiring, there should be roons for a eperial prayer
of thanksgiving to the Risen Saviour for the power of ghsolution
given to His Chorch in the person of the Apmtles.
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Quiz’ Corner

May s Cathalic serve ss a pall-
bearer at a non-Catholic funernl?

To act in such a capacity is con-
sidercd a mark of respect and not

“According
To The Doctor

MILX, A FOOD, NOT LIQUID
Down in Texas where eattle are

o T e

by Apil 15, and must irclude = letter from te Pastor and frod the

the material equipmeént in-in keeping with the scholastic standing of | 5t Paul put

was to continue o be a trial. He was to retaip his free will: 10 be

an sctive participation 'in non-
Catholic religicus ceremonies, and
is, thersfore, permitted.

“Are Catholics allewed to eat
frog’s legs om Friday?

Yes. Frogs may be classed un-
der amphibians, or at least in &
doubtlul class bf animsals, hence
the law of sbstinence does not in-
clude them.

When did the Church begin the
custom of the blemsing and wse of
Holy Witer?

The use of Holy Water in the
earilest days of the Christian era
in attested by documents of only

tolie Constitution, which goes back
to the year 400, sttributes to the
Apostls St Pefer the precept of
uging Holy Water,

Are the Ukralnians Greék Rite
Cathelics recognized by the Re-
man Sec? Csm their priest offer
Maxs in & Reman Cathelic Church?

Yes, the Ukrainiss Greek Rife
Catholics are in communion with
the Holy See and conte under the
jurisdiction of the Holy Father,

In the United States, the Ulex-
s Greek “Catholic Diottse Bus
its Bee in Philadelphie with the

Most Rev. Constantine Bohachev-

| sky, D.D., i the Hishojx

A Greek Rite priest can offer or
celebrate. Masa in & Romup or

1 tatin Rite Church,

As medicsl scimmod  lengihens
men's livex, the wir lords keep'
shisrtening them, thus making cer-
talre the ceméteries won't Jose busi-

compatatively late date. ‘The Apos--

“beef” &nd that's about wull, the
hands look withh scorn updnd any
one who drinks mik. ¥et in
Wisconsin, the attitude of the eiti-
zen is quits the opposite. Cattle
are “da3ry” as well 58 “beef,” and
milk is food good food.

It izt likely €hat the big chiaf
cigar man of rations and reésiric-
tions, Leon Henderson, will clamp
a wartime ap oss the milk bottle
The sapply is adequate, or should
be, for the healtdr of civilinnw and
sofdie:;». R

Milk I3 a goud food regardless
of the scowls down Toxas way, A
single quart of wiaole mitk will fur-
nish more than S0% of & perso’s
esxentind food requirements for &
whole day Thisz s true. regurd-
fess oY whether the Milk Is drusk
straight, ot used Ein soups, desseris,
ins cokinsg, of jif desiry products such
a3 cheese and butter. .

The Church, by the way, places
mille i the catepary of food.wel
Siquid, = ditinction not aceorded
-coffes, fex, kot ehovolate (whén
made with water3, or evers beér.
 Thit momy seem Drifling to 3 »=e of
yott, but there hk've been seminary

Hef thxt becsure of it yéast con

bread—this pousibiy for the Denefit
:of the Boys who doirt wint te go
on the wagon for Lent. - )

The st of milk, nsturally, s

milk. Good in B source, in ils
banidling, . relrigerstion  anid 30

ative to ndustry, -
ever, tend to Smwure that ik
::Ilﬂl‘l Tiom retiachle dealers snd

ury

| baevanias  falily. ceendtant,

;m,fegm who frsclified te the e
tent, beer might Be termed Hquid

beneficini only when it je good

forth. Fegulions inthis sinte rél |
the dairy industry, How- .

3 s b .'ia T
cotvens . 8 wientifically § g
cared fof, W Ak the food yalve |1
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Propaganda
By Mev James M, Gillis, O5.2,

My eye has Just tallen vpon & eather starthing supe
heading In the dally article of m newapaper coluns
nik. The title of the plice W "Faychologics! Wag
fare,” sufficiently [nteresting in itself, hut 5t was &
paragraph Remding, "8t Paul as Propagandist® that
riveled my altention. Nowadays to call a- man &
propaganidist Is almoat the same s« to call hip &
Har, Xvery ohe remembdrs the anclent joko abaut
the anending soale o7 mendicity: llars, d~liars,
statisticlana, Tht wicked tric b heen lataly AW
'::hnud'lm 'y ‘dui:‘m. In which the fsurth membei

o propegandist < puskiee the alherg
ke r':m "y pushion siherg inta the

But of ceurss it w
used o be B §00d word. For mar
It wat used simost exelusi
B el b
isxe At Rome dver wkoum mn::a:w

rtal
] . ¥ide” ls cut fnithe stoue. d '
way, the “propaganda® raed N’“"’ﬁ:

“Propagandi®
mxny hundmnyi:g:
of ,ullfib?.“% 'Roc:
ng in Unlte
| wduontion

Bo after all it shouldn't have atariled ms to e
e rpeeinas Y i o s e
tweli
: &p:u&; ::f‘st. Paul, luvlﬁ :‘zlreet divine v:e::
more powetfu succesaful
apndiat thaan sny of thone twalve, o

In ilit srticke—~a very good litiie plece by the wa
signed by Ceorge B, Bokolsky--tha hlgl?:r wiow !‘;
taken of propagands. Ths writer says, “Propagands
miust be based on fundamental truth or it perirtien
bafore the public can absorb it”; and hé adds, “hape
hazard plays upon words, wim-cracks, smart alecky
stunty not serve in this Beld.”

He conld have gone wuch turtber, The full truih
iz that unless a propaganda agericy hands out the
bad rews with the good, the reciplent+] had simost
sxid the victim—of propaganda gets wiss and
becomes perliaps unduly suspiciaotie. When he xeln
fnto that menisl siate, some [mportant statement,
though it be the truth, the whole truth and nothing
But the truth, will “leave him cold™ with skepticlsm,
or make h hot with angsr. Even jf truth had no
rights of its own, even if the violation of the truth
were not & leind af Blaophemy xguinst God Who &
Truth, it would st} be better Always to tell he truth
and never the untruth for pragmatic ressona.

That's the kind of propagandist 8t Paul was He
biurted out the truth, even when It hurt his own
people and pul a rod in the hiknds of the encmy.
When, for cxample the Corinthiisns, recently cone
verled to the Cospel, went hacksliding info terrible
sins—-evei  those, says 8t Paul, it the heathon
would not commil--he sald 56; ¥n fact he wrole it
down and what he wrote dows has bees rewd from
that day to thls in all the churchies of the world. I
dare say he had criticis amongst the Hmid, tHe cau-
tious, those who put “prudence” aliedd of alj other
virtuex. They probably fried to persusde him (o
“jenve that oust,” whenaver e wrots and tohed
one of his ronest admizsions of tise evil that infested
the early Church. Bu he must have suid, “Let it
stand; s trus” for thers it {x until this Say,

Not only i the New Testament but in the 04,
thers i3 the most terrific truth-{elling. Thers is no
other anclenit literature—easpecially no other ancient
Orients] literature--in which the in and orimes of
kings and prisils and people ure vecordéd. In the
Orient they fiatter kings, Look st the {ulsome ttles
given the Pharsohs of Egypt and the lings of Per.
sis. When we reag thelr epitaphs today either
sickish feeling comes over us of, if we nre in another
mood, we lsugh at the enrcomiunis hexped upon them
by their sycophanis and sven by themselves. You
dont find in the Bible such éulogies of Bolomon
and David. The writers of the Book of Kirigs apoke
out about their own leaders just as boldly as Jesus
soras later to speak out Sbdut the. Phatlsces and the
Badducees.

In fact, truth. the unvarnished trufh ¥ written all
oveEr the Bibie, That's one reaton why we believe i,
Quite apart from Its divine fixpirstlon and oven
without the Chureh’s dogma that the Seripture con-
taina no crrovs, we chn #e¢ &8 we read-thst i tears
uptm its Ixce the mark of 8 own verdcity.

80 the writer was qulte corteck when he called 8t
Peter a maxter of propagands in the good sente
He would bave sald that the whole Blble is a superh
example of propsganda sy [t should be,

«Conyright, 1843, NOCWO) - Co—

~iir the flies of the CATHOLIC COURIER

e Apr. 8, 1957, Ediien ,

At the dhoection of the Administeative Bosrd, Nae
tional Catholie Welfare Conlerence, the Very Rev,
Michael J. Ready, Genersl N. ¢ W. G Seerciaty,
sppeared before the House of Reprexentitives Cons
Bisck-Fletcher Bill a:‘m'igwn;

The Rev. Adolph L. G, p

‘ol of Aasist Church, mm ; ipuring is
k&s mt&g}rawa a".f”
Gabbani estublishied the parithes of #&%ﬁmﬁfﬁ;
Eizaies, and St Frasgls of Awii, Roghener, bstors

xoing to Aulsuen: PR
Cathslis pastors of Feavkent

mittee on Kducation cp;mﬁfﬂm 5 the Harzison» 3,.
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