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Mark Twain
On the Chinese

v Rev james M. Gillis, CS.P.

Being in San Francisco—an old stamping und
st mine—-and living ax I always do on the edge of
Jhinatown, I have’ been renewing and mnfor‘cinx
ho personal impressions of the Chinese-Americany
vhich I first formed 30 years ago.

Here at Old 8t. Mary's, & very populsr Chureh,
ve do not devote ourselves exclusively to the Chl+
iese, although they aje our neavest neighibors, but
ve have & Chinese Schosl day and night with some
%z‘so puplle. We have speclal Masses for the Chingse

the School Chapel, fhough of coarse they are al»
cartily welcomed to big church. We conduct
oclal gutherings for them and in & ddsen mins
ister te thelr spiritual wants. ANl who dex? with
‘hem find the work pleaxant, the spostolate: preduce
iive and the people almosat universally lovabla.

Naturally; therelore, § was interested to read anew
vhat Murfk Twain, a Ben Franciscan by adoption,
wvrote of the Nevada and California Chinese in 1871
You mxy find it i1 the second volume of Konghing
it, chapter xijil. It i curlously satixiying te note
1ow closely his view of 70 years ago coincides with
wrs of today. Hefe and thers he hiz & line that
s now outdated, =a for exammple that “the chief em-
sloyment of Chinamen In lowns is to wash cloth
ng”" They do still have laundrlex in San Francisco
as elstwhere, hut they are also merchants, lawyers,
ioctors; the young wonsen like our own are going
n for sccrotarid]l. jobs amd atenography; the young
nen for insurance and general mercentile business.
\lost conspicuoisly they -are storekeepers and their
hopa are, A ¢very ons knows, among the most at-
ractive in the world. In some of them yon may
Hnd beautiful and exgulsite fabrics and an exotically
interesting selection of Orlental merchandise.
! But with that exception in regard to the occups-
fon of the Chinese, whal Mark Twain sald of them
long ago remains substantially true:

“They are a harmless race when white men
feither jet them alone or tréat them no worse than
voga: In Inct theoy are almost entirely harmiess any
sow, for they seidom think of resenting the vilest
insults or the cruclest {njuries” Perhaps we should
stop & moment to explain that here in Ban Francisco
it i3 no longer the custom to bait the Chinese The
barbaric dustom of Insulting and injuring them has
passed away. They are respected and admired and
Joved.

He continues. “They are quict. peaceabls, tract-
able, free from drunkenness and they are as indus-
trious as the day ix long. A disorderly Chinaman
ia rare and a jaxy onc does not exiat. So long xs a
‘Chinaman has strength to use his hands he needs
no support from -anybody. All Chinamen can read
write and cipher with easy facility . . . in California
they rent little patches of ground and do a deal of
gordening. They will raise surprising crops of veg-
‘elnblcs on a sand pile. They waste nothing™

So this genial old adopted Californian goes on. for
scveral pages more in what is an almest unguali-
fied encomium of the Chinese people It ned only be
sdded that Californians of today repeat with em-
phosiz what Mark Twain has said.

One thing more. however, he does not ment
Perhaps it was not obvicus in his day The Chjffese
make gplendid converts. They take to our Fyith as

it werd naturally. and gladly. It seems nglfharder
to bring them to Catholicism from pagpfsm than
Lo pezsuade white people to make the ygiforter jour-

ney from her or from nothingagénism to the
true religion ere in California gefd still more in
China we have high hopes that e Chinese people
§will, when the war is over, ome very largely if
not predominantly Catholic,~f remember the proph-
ecy of Father James Anthony Walsh, co-founder of
Maryknoll, that “China will be the Ireland of the
future; that she will not only embrace the faith but
will spread it over all Asia.” Twenty years ago that
prophecy may have seemed to some skeptics overly
optimistic. But today the signs point to its fulfili-
ment.

At any rate we are fortunate to have the Chinese
with us in thé war against Japap. They have done
nobly. Who knows but that in the Divine Plan this
most interesting and atractive people will receive,
in the form of supernatural faith, the reward for
what they have suffered sometimes from the white
man and sometimes from their yellow neighbors
over there? .

. (Copyright, 1942, NCW.C}

R e e

F -

—in the files of the CATHOLIC COURIER

Fremn Mar. 18, 1937, Edition

in an historiea)’ indictment of Communism as the
ruin of family and soclety, His Holiness, Pope Pius
XI, issued an Enoyclical “Divini Redemptoris,” call-
ing on the entire world in general and Catholies
in particular to combat the Red doctiine with a

» Y

stretches from land 20" Iand, covering the entire
earth, the Rev. Williags ¥, Bergan, Chanceilor of
- the Rochester diocese, declared in a Si Patrick’s

Day panegyric deliu:ﬁd :d'- t.!xe Cathedral,

‘Bite of the maghificent property sorhe. five miles
outside of Lus Veghs, New Mexivo, was acqiired by
the Committee of U. S: Bishops' to eStablish & semi-
nary in the United States for iraining of Mexican

youth for the Holy W )
Cmplefmg plans jong under conxideration, execu.
tiven dind officialy of St. Alphonsus Church, Suburen,
et te form a prrmanent organisation to oxrvy on
_ Cathlies sctivities of the parish on = Iarger seale.
- . L B i
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. £ nave but ong Lo by whith my f@t‘tfo gnfaed.
Ay L is thie Iamp of . ence. T kow no way
< Jdging of the ‘bure Wit by the pust-Pagrick
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soil in which they and their forebears for cenluries past have been
registered as natives, have been deprived of their property, driven
forth fram thieir homes, forced to make themselves exiles from all
they hold dear. No crime hias beens theims, no jud sentence has been
passed on them: they are in America because they could find self-

preservation only in flecing ftom the macderous eapacity of a con
&cienceleag dictator. Thelr women andschildren have in many cases
comne with theny, 1o find & t»bel(m-l & temporary lipme in our country.

The Aroéricanattitude toward them must be more than one of sym.

pahys it must be one of conslderation, of charky, of justice, Many!
of thesit muat seek. # divelihood through exexcise bf their professions,

their trades, their vocations. Ressonah
small dumbers i which they appear in any co

tically negligible competition they will give 1§ our own men of
science, onr doclors, our profleasionsl and trad@unen, should inke
employers and the American public ready and emee to sanction their
acceptsnce it our comumunilics as men-trained to ferve. Warshortages
of frained men in schools aud in industey call foff the help these men
can give, The example of Now York and Massaff-uielts in actepling
treir credentials and granting thens. oficial stun@ng in their profes
sfons, might well bo followed by othver ststes. P@per surveillance by
the amthorjties,will eliminate any posible dang@ of sabotage in de
fenae industries ftom such relugee Seorkers: wellkept records an each
individual will keep out thoss who may masqlrade as refugees in
order to do undercover work {or the divtator.

JAmerican men and women will sco in tl ictims of opression,
their brethren under God; coming here iy deieration to ask us
give them the shelter and tho protextive help Fjuat and fren ngbn
¢an and will give them, ’ ]

THE AUBURN EDITION

 Growth of the COURIER in womber of suldripgs was nated in
last week®s final report o the Crosade and JUFr coverage drive.
Last week marked ‘;rw first appeatance of the PWhilurn Edition of the
COURIER. With the Elmira Edilion and giilRochester Fddition, the
COURIER now appears in thiee forms, gR ik the Catholic intorests
df all the Dincese and of all parts of ¥ Dicollese.

in the Catholic life of

¢ consfdersfion of the relatively
usty, of the prae

Auburn stands out as an importa me

the Diocese The failh has alwogl been sty there, based on the
tspe of Catholic”immigrants wiffsettled thefl in the earlier yeam of
the past century. Churches sl schools havgfbeen bailt, convents and

rertories, a high schinol, gFhospital, so (Bt a completr plant for
Catholic worship and olic developmen nij:l Cathinlic culture, has
long been the prizedglossession of ita paflshes and its parishioners,
The devational L of its people, the hilihy growth and jnfluence
of its church sgieries, the splendid traiffing nfg its Caiholid yauih,
the zealous giving for the better thing of life by a consecrated
clergy, pagfand present, have made Aulrn aw ideal abode for ihe
C’Kurrh. From fts homes Wive come dows through the

sound program of® jus‘tice; -

The hroad road of Ireland’'s spirvitual Influence |-

Vevery one of its Catholic inlerests. Thad

vearggforations to the religions life, 1dhe accular priesthood, ta
hopd and missionary projerts. Every paff of the Dioce<e and places
@ -ond dioresan confines have Loown (B ministrations of Aubura
riests, Auburn Sisters. Five of the lateff group of divirsan priests
volanteering for servive as Chaplsins iffthe Xrnwd Forces of the
United States, are from Auburn homes. §

The COURIER is striving to ineet th
paper thet will give proper allention to

heed for a Cathalie news
Bc Avhorn, Distriet and to
egoperation of the
people, and the appreciated interest of fle Tiriesls, are encouraging.
to the COURIER as it prepares fo meet the needs of its Aubvra Dis
triet suhserihers. May we he privilegedilo give vaice to the truly
Catholic life that marks all the eities dnd villages of the Auburn
Diztrict.

HE THAT IS OF GOD

The gentle personality of Jesus is 3o constantly to the farefront in
His life, that we are apt to forget how atetnly He could and did speak
when occasion called for sternness. It would be all wrong for any-
one to picture Jesus as One Who preached the doctrines of the Father,
but hag no care how His teaching was reeeived by His hiearems. He
told the multitudes that to rejert %l’is teaching? was to arcuse Him of
the sin of wuntruthfulness, to strive 15 ronvict Him of sin. He told
thern of their wickedness that marked them as not of God: their
wickedness was fefusal to believe ine His word.

“¥You hrar not my words, becavse you are not of God” Tt is a
seridus thirf® for one ereated by God, plaiced on carth 16 serve God,
destined for an eternal reward with God in Heaven. to be told that
he is not of God: that he has no pari with God, that he ia no friend
of God's; that his earthly carcer and his career beyond this earth s
definitely away from God. Unbelicf iz always a =in: can never in
itself be an indifferrnt thing. .

His hearers understood well what His declaratn meant: “Because|
you are not-of- God. Iangered them. It led them to try 1o defend
themselves. He was & Samaritan, of a class looked down upon by
ordinary Jens: He had a devil: e claimed to be a greater than their
father, Abraham: vwhonmi did He wake Himzelf? How™dould He

prowmise that those wlhe beatd His words should net taste death|

forever? :
Rejection of Christ is never siatic: it never stops with merely ignor-
ing Him, it goes en to definite warfure against 45
Rejection of His word, anger st His stalenient®, L diveatly to the.
taking «p of stores to kill Hin. His time was not yet come: He was
réagy 1o die in the fulness of time: now Hv kid HimseHf from thew,
i went out of the Tewple. Unhelievers have tried for 1900 years
to stone Hiny, to destroy Him: He il hidee Hiowelf from thasn, be.
casise of their wickedness, Never does He hide Himself from those
wh hear Yhs word, beeause ey sre of God. -

v
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Poxt of the Trads sail. Suddenly he locked wp: )
Mﬁ mpposgia:t w;:y prafession ‘

has some fmctor. in human Beings {mgn tids morning too, the one that
that infereily them—a dentist 00| came inte Pittiburgn?” - . -
fhe Tafrouts; & tallon Yie clothes. ] I sgretd he had, : '
But T had % new instance in point. | - 1 thought #6° be trlumphied *T|

Patter the Briel rin from Cintin-{your shoex”

The porter Brushed my shoes | Kaiew you the mitute I looked ab

v
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Quotes
By Rev. Beuedict Fhnone N

Perhaps the moat Inspiring ftem In aat wecks
Catholic news reuntup was Arctihilslsof Beckmans
letter to tho Cathollc chaplainy who have gos from
his archdivcese o Dubugue ta vrve with the semad
forces, It iy candl] and Torthiright in recoxmislig
the grave dangers they will be fucing~fartienlarly
the moral dangers, -

b&u; toil IL:M‘ Briml palernal delter, 1 Jikw these linei

“Keep united weith Christ in taysr, Kee

m Ax the vine, tial yeu ‘9‘; alare ,im?hgme'lg
from Mim, and Hix lite sap may Kow fnto youd ohe
tively, saturate you tom - And rom you piut
out its unclion over all your works, that He be the
principal Cuure and you hut the iastrumental eais
of all your ‘nuvny. Only whnt is of Him is o an
avall—what's of yourwlf Is. enly & Randlenp, Ty
:::’g “g:nt ake ugy muc:; ht'mv. i}:!’.’ ‘only 8 matier of

Uz recollection, aelf-com H ‘
Heact, and seifqpfisl’ custody of the

“You stijvgl
the noble,.
ness of
was &
tion.

b hring out the divino In evErY eI,
h mgmf}. the harole, and the r ﬁgh
8 in the face of deatk, the Chrf;? ’(hfe
Aped Upon them In Baptam and copfirmas

" &
ders of thie column whe have soma, brothe
{riends in the service might Rke to have the tg:
lowing parsgrepis from Archblihop Beckman's lil
ter, is send In Chelr next Jettar to their soldior of
asalior beoy: g -

*Tell them (coms me, | 2ld alt T could 1a iave Oen
from war, hut maw (hat we sre in it I want them
te “Mounury u&:; thelr duty, Telf them from me
that if they clean, kewp in pemcc with thelr

offer up thelr lives If necessnry In obedients
(o the call of their country out of patriotie motive
supernstaralized '3?" religton. they can win & kind of
martyr's crown, I them how we pray lor thom
dally st Mans, Irk holy bours, frequent ejneuletions
al} duyf and not only for Catholles, hut for all elike,
all chlidren af the mme Father in heaven, Who I
personally interested in oach one of them, Who
assutes them Hae his counted the Balrs In ther
tiends, and regunrdi tl;cm as the appls of M Kye?

o e

One thing the Arctiblshiop wijles in his faller
seems to me te be an unesnny “spotting the f{u.
ture” and providing (o¢ 1t wawt

“When tho boye come honre, and parhaps find the
peopls disiliusioned and disaffectad at the price paid
and to be pald sbould fales teachery aslzc angd iake
sdvantape and evil {orces uttempt o take hold. in
spite of all our cfforis to keep control, then yowand
your boyw will hukvs to smve the day, If yeu taily
refieet Christ (o them mow, they will want ninths
thg of ardl-Chrint (hen.”
' e »

In his leclure ast Sundey evining at Aquinas Ine
stitute, Mr Frank Bheed quoted Thorsdus ~Mmt
men [lve lives of quiet desperation.” Not nolsy Jdese
peration. Mr Bheed ieminded us, hut gulet. 1 sup
posa it comes from the SLalferealized terror that it
is later than think, Whatever be the fosyon, the
Divine Physi {nilght I dare to say. the Divine
Paychiatristh provides ws with lwo searching rem-
edies—~His Divine Mercy. and {he-wisdom of Mather
Church.

His Divine Merey heals the chuséy of man's “qulel
desprration” through the Sacrament of Fenancs,
wiere the priest who represents God acts not only
as judge, but also os physicisn ayd, teacher In the
healing quict of the confexsional, & man Iz relieved
of the turden of hia cankering sin, xnd filled with
& new hope. The priest ts catled upon to give him
eounsel snd comafort, to be not only ‘& rod. bul #
staff. ¥ make boid to xay that Catholics who make
frequent and Inkelligetnt use st the Sectanment sf
Penanse with & guod director wiil hardly ever be
bothered by the amlctlo{: of “quiet desperation.”

» ‘e &

A very helpful ook on thiz part of & Christian's
life i Father John Heonan's Priest and Penitent,
It is proving very popular st the Catholle Bvidence

brary.

God's second grgt mesns of healing the hutden
of human desperation is the wisdowm of Motier
Church. Thnt wisdom s vooted In twenty centurin
of applying the Zruits of the Redmﬁmu: the
kouls of men, It i the finre Aower of countless holy
Minds who knéw (od and who knew therselves,
It Is full of pemce and Joy. Tt eadintes Vght and
beauty,

£t you are wiling to spend a little #xtrs time In
reading, you miy dixegver, with the jor of 4 Corlez
on his pealk {4 Darien, this Podifie Ocedn of the
soul, Or if the ocenn is a2t firdt too desp snd for-
bidding for Umid ssiling, you might explore some
of ity sheltored f#dots and Bords In sucb & book 5
Father Gdrexhe's The Wilt te Secessd talss in the
Catholic Evidenve Libtarsy, ™ -

This ditpie and appenling book fx g rich anusl
of personyl puldance It has chﬁyﬁr‘; on Peryevers
ante, Stuldy, Profitiig by Mistaléy ind Fullures: on
Prudence, Justloe. Teriberance, Fortitude; on Plea
ure and Hipplaéaw) on Chooting  Fricnds, amd
Sk T iy tine of ths e o et
he Hyglene of.the 1%1»: ind; off T utlons, an
. Kindly ‘Thoughts, and Self-Mastéry: on Falithg in
Laive, i Cholee of foie

I ftent vead Sn Chrdinel Mewpbin: *1L In very

" cerfin thit & Feally lidly min, & troe saint, though
B Jooks ke other wen, S hie & 0t of secret
Fowet it him & wrirct ofheiy’ toHim who are Bke

ihdid; and by intluerice SIf who-Nave #ny thing in
g Sl Bty i o e
and the Baronesor ds Hueck, arid Petér

Biatery whiony It o
nention, N

Bdiumnr lfctplfyw

nothing from yous Iif you mrisundeestend thesy, £hey

w

e yousRriliy fincol

nd th % - Mailis, and
- Mother Btevens, to wif nothing of x Few pﬂaﬁsefrg}}“d K
“Didnt 1 have you on ihe Polt. !

ing, wood tabte e,

quenion them, thep e
Gomplain; - $f you sre ignorant, they canfot

a.
(E
s,
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