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COLUMBUS,

and ARTHUR BRISBANE

Rev. Dr. Owen B: McCulreﬁj?“

GALILEO,

That, T admit, is a strange title:
for the rekder may natusally k
how are those three names Inters

Lationship befween them, K i trpm
but they have been jumbling
through my mind for the paat (wo
ot thrég-waeks, and thelr natuenl
impact in the process has ralisd
queations. about what {s morbd
 #f &1} three of them.

1 have said thet I kave adn u
A vacatlon from dol
wix spent mostly in. New .. Yotk,
While I was there, a now Life of
Columbus by Prof. 8. K Morizon
was publithed, The aubkc& &u in.
tereated me for many yaxrs. I did
not buy the work: the price was
prohibitive:  §10.00 alridged
 edition was pﬂh!!ahed aMn hwa;
‘price; but [t Incks the documienia.
tion which @ the Importanmt eles
ment in any work which pratends

character of thé “Admiral of the
Opan Sea”—whick ia the title of
Professor Morison’s work, the title
also  which Columbus demnnded
and received from “The Catholle
Bavereigns.”

While I could not buy and read
the work, I did 1t Now York what
I conld not have dons in Elmirs
1 went ta the book-shops and nows.
stands and got & number of papers
and magaines which contained
longthy roviews of the work. x
FALSEHNQODE SCORED

From a porusal af these reviows,
1 gathered that  Profewsor  Morle
son's Life Is “the best yot.” e dee
molishes, they tell me, n pumber of
mytha, falxsehoods and downright
lies and cslumntes that have been
current about_the great Discover-
er -that he waw wol an Italian,
that he was 3 Calician or more
probably a Cataian, that hé a
Con (a Christian of Jewlsh
extraddion), that he was & great
fiar. that he had been a pirate, that

Fax & poor navigaior thal tihe Dis.
covery way duc more tor others
than to him all thexe and many
more falschoods have, aceordin
to the reviewers, been deinolizhed
by Professor Morison

1% was al} interesting for me and
gave me plencure  Wiile T weax liv-
ing. in Spain, there was canstant
discussion and =t times hested
conlroversy in REWSpApIrs, maga-
zinex, and books about ‘Colstnibus
Same ol these writers, wisile giv
{ng him credit for his great}i
achievement, set out to prowe that
he was not s Genoese at all, but &
Spaniard’® A South American who
nad published two books on this
thesis im his homeland came to
Spain and carrvied on hiz  propa-
gandxs by writing | and lecturing
His claim was thaty Chlumbus was
s Catalan. Others tlafmed that he
was & Galicisn, Bit most of thése
writers were bent on beliftling Co-
tumbus,

In this laiter class was a his-
totical muvel by Bissco Ibargyes, the
author of “The¢ Four Riders of the
Apocalypse,” & book whick, when
Aransiated and published in this
country made & pot of money for
the auther.

It aley incredised hiy prestige at
home: and by the same token fa-
creamed the interest in his rovel
“In Bearch of the Urand Khan"
when published in 1822,

It deals with the first voyage, the
veyage of Discovery. It T more
history than novel. ‘The suthor jfust
-nes the novel forns to pul ower Mis.
historical thesis. It is KIso well
dmmented. with, howéver, mich

weri et wapg 1aial.
From beginning to énd the beok

‘rolated ¥ There {6 nokany closere | the

nothing, It}

{9 glve a new view of the 1ife and}

he was a mystery man, that bhe§ thor

g | caadracter, and to what he wrote

Iumiis, and & lendency {0 boost
the Plnzon Hrothers: fo. the extent
of making then ad not Columhun
heroes ’l e firat yvoyage.
. At book, He hld
promisd umum srx the second
wyﬂxe hut died m‘m finhing it
But my sxpecionor ix Spaln ex-
plabis why 1 refoicest in what the
reyiewers ad {o sag of Professer
Morison’s work, <
BEST XKNOWN LIF
He is, I think, the S{h Life of
Columbus thit liss bemn published
in Xnglish -within Use Iasl two or
throw decades. The best knows of
these ix “Christapher Columbua™
ridly e bet bwic oA
[ ] n recently
referred to i w Cathellc publics-
tisn ni “a Spanlih Cathol c." nord
I have hak n Jiller from & Bec-
retury in Lhe Xialé Depariment it
thmxm to ek {f thiz ix teme.
I would sy it Is wmok thue. No
Catholic eonid wilte some things
found {n hix book “Bpmin”-written
in English {be hid Ween Professar
of Spanish Lileratite at Oxferdr
and published tn 1821,
He corrected, hiweweér, nany of
the falsehoods about  Columbm
srid does  Justice te the Catholle
Saverelgns and to the Comminxisrs
that held the pro of Colum..
Bus to be impossible of execullon:
namoly (hat by saillge welwaed ke
could reach the const of Asla with-
in a montk or X weeks
Madariga, In my opition, spoils
the eftest of his book by his ob-
wespion to  prove tha? Columbus
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was a8 OCenverse, By metual count
He attempts to prove this in 43

to three or four pages. ] say this.
spolls the effect of his book. not !
beoause the guestion ix of grest .

mients he adduces ta prove his
thesla are puerile and shake con-
fidence in the judgment of the au-

i purposc 1s to show that if we
sxsumé Columbus (o be o! Jewinh
extraction, we have the hoy to his

#5d strove for When Uie book
way reviewed i by my

Intd Father Whelsn ¢who craimed
thnt the suthor hagd proved his
thesisy T fold him what I aas re-
peat now: “(olumbus may poe-
#ibly have been of Jewish extrmc-
tion, but the argudienid adduced
by mxdnﬁp cetlainly do not prove

001.(5.\!!!118' LANGEAGE

To lake one of hig arguments
a5 an exsmaple: Columbos, he sayw,
sx\hys wrote and spoke It Bpan-
ish, never in Itslian. ‘The aseudmp-
tion is that & Christixn family of
Jewish extraction wiko had' been
settied in ‘Genen for two or three
generations (this the author con-
cedes) hagd continued o spemk
Spanish in thelr new home. For
the mke of srgument let us con-
cede that the Columbos were of
Jewish descent and had come from
Bpuin originally. What then?

In the first place, it i¥ ridiculous
te compire such x family to the
Sephardim who were wikpeiled frowm
Seain and yettled in Saloniks, pre-
wserving the Spanish Isngusge there
evin to our own time. They pre-

the jungusge hecave it wax
. that uniled them ws Jews |
angd distinguished- them from the
' native Greeks. The Columbos in
Génon tould Have had no such mo-
tive for prsserving Shanish, J

Then, = man of the clase 2o
which the Tolumbos belonged (his-
 forther wis & wedver, wnd 18 & xide

shows an implacable hatréd of Co-

(Continved or Page 17y
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