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Theologian
By Rev. Bonedict Ehmana

I hope roxny people will come out next Sunday
‘!vmlng to hear Mr. Frank Sheed at Aquinas In.
‘mtute. He, mors than any living man, is the spear-
lhead of the Catholle Revival (n England. In my
astimation, he holds the future hope of England
and the English-ipeaking world far more represen-
tatively than lta war-lenders,

Mr. Sheed, and the wrilérs whom he {5 inffuenc-
ing, ste the spaxners to tomorrow's world. Alone
among Engllshmen, sutslde of the Communista, they
know what they want {or tomorrow and what they
must do today lo get {t. Mr. Chourchlll is & bleater
with words, alongside of Mr 8heed and his Dttle
legion of Catholic thinkers

The pawer of Mr. 8heed was hummered out dur-
ing Jong yeurs of apostolate in London’s Hyde Park.
b4 umgus of Enxlishmen were living away from
Christ, Hke. the beasts that perish, well, then. dne
had ts being Christ to them, where they would
lsten. FHyde Park was tho best plaee for that—
i out In the open air, where anyono Is permitied to
et up Riz “piteh™ and stiract whatever passers-by
he cxn with a “sales-talk”™ an religion sr philosophy
or politics,

1t's & tough mill te be ground down im, for the
heckling & to and merciless. | am sure this
rough-and-tumble school has done more than any-
thing to maks Mr. Bheed the moat able layman in
religious repartes snywhere in the world,

1 have been long wishing to give wme sampies of
Mr. 8heed's writing to the resders of this column.
‘ This seemis to be 8 good occasion for . Some of
you may ba persuaded to come to his lecture: and
those whoset minds are slready msde up may come
with keener appetite.

Sempie 1. “In Yiells & Poppla one of the clowns.
ecommenting on the inexplicable behavior of another,
scratches his head and says, ‘One of us two is nuts
and it can't be him he reads’ This notion that
there is something Intellectual about reading atill

ateangely persists. For most of what xots read |y
mush, and if we read mush, ‘our mind§ beromd
mush. Yet it remains that without real reading.
the mind does not grow

“Now, if ever the Catholic mind must be built up

foresed what it will be. but all.history aflirma the
. cortainty that s heavy duty will lie upon the Cath.
olic intefleet to ind the way of order in the com-
Ing chaos. Wo have the writers. it 1a for uz to get
all the light we can trom them Not a rey of it

is a kind of treason
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Dispute or |
Enjoy? Pl

By Rev James M. Gillis, CS.P.

I

Perbaps T have mentioned 1n this column that 1

' a collecior but an ebserver You don’t buy them Iin
the open market as you buy rare stamps at the phi-
iatelists. You stumble upon them. They just happen

Here is one of my patest not startling indeed but
¥ hope, interesting. On & ¢ nitnent raiiroad
trip 1 stopped off %o see a friend of mine. he is a
Catholic, his wife, whom I was meeting for the first
time, & pretty firmly fixed Protestant. The bosband
being eager ta convert his wife - perhaps a trifie
over-gager, though his zeal is animated by afTection
—promptly directed the conversation into a channel
of controversyy Before we were awares of what was
happening we were plunged into a discussion of the
relative merits of Catholicism and Protestantism
Afterwards I felt that it was hardly fair to the lady.
for we were two to her one. Perhaps elto it was
bad wmannered on my part to pass so swiftly {rom
the amenities of & first meeting, “How do you do?®
*Delighted to see you,” and “What unusual weather,”
to a rather vigorous theological discussion, But it
was all in good part and even in Zoold fun. The
hushand is & scholar, a vivacious comrversationalist
and the wife is charming, clever, witty and with a
fine sanize of humor. So the discussion was entirely
good-natured

But when I got on the train again and opened up
& book—as it hapbened, my favorite Prohaszka
these sentences leaped out of the text and smote
me full tn the face “We dispute much for we can-
nox aa yet enjoy the truth.” (That was for the lady "
“Heé whae enjoys br rather Tivea deeply, does not dis-
pute snoch”™ That was for me ) “Our soul reeds
alr and sunxhine. We will seither donbt nor dispute
but Hve” {Thit waa for both of us?

Judging from the Gospels, our Saviour did not
dispute much. In ofie text we read that “sorpething
went out from Him.” If something went out from
us priests and from the enlightened Catholic lalty,
perhaps - we should not have to argue. Isn't there
x atory about St Francis of Assisi preaching a ser-
‘mor by just walking throagh the city without speak-
ing 8 word? And do we nof often hear from the
lips of & prétty stubbdrn Protestant who hiappens to
meet a serenc and ovous Cathsliésay a Sister in
a hospital -the exclamation, “I wish T could have
qxjc- faith that makes that holy person so happy.”
“Hut the coincidence was fiot yet completed. It was
A thrde-cornered one thix {imhe, Arrived at dese

liad in iny hands for twenty-five yeirs, G. K. Clves-
terton: ® Criticlém, published anshyioinly but, as’
every ons knows, wrillen by his brother Cécil And
hére ix the passige that eame apropos of my litlle

Chesterion’s arguntent with Mr: Biatehford® ftbe
Atheigty wix that he wade wo veal attempt. to de-

 peddent freethinker might reply; ‘you have scorsd
ot Mr. Blitehtord, now prive your wringe siory of
oo b of ool ol B el
-ible stocy 16 be Traers s Eo T BrOve it incred-
[ ‘

am 8 collector of coincidonees Stricily speaking not ‘

h vy
tiation T picked up & slight vohume that I hadn't |

| {keological dispatation: “The weak point fm Mr. |

ténif the Christiag philosophy A& all . . , the nde |
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by reading. The future is dark. no man living can '

but will be nceded To ueglect good reading now

to understanding. It will spend sy nember of Wil.
tionx on defenses agminst tho enemy and dirrupt its
national life to de i: If necesmary it will dls in the
front line to keep ths enemy out: no effert against
the enemy (g too great and no smacrifice-aave the
sacrifice of the Ume =nd the effort of (ke Mind nec-
essary to undsrstand him. It is probably patt of the
general human rule that any effort la prefeadis to
mental effart. No poet ever wrote s truer line than
Pope's about ‘ths inxupportable fatigue of thoupht.’

“KFatigwe ix indeed the key-word to the peril of
the democracies spainst the dictatorships. We are
weary —net ftem work, for many peopls work harder
-~ but almiessticss, As B W, Foruter says
In biz grext book Ewurepe ‘and the Grramwn Ques
tisn: “Something whole-heartesd has facest the half.
henrted.' ‘They hatf-hearted. Un”

Sample 3. In Henven “our poul will haws ald held
on God. God Ia supreme truth, so that sur Intellédt,
with no barrier betwaen itself and ta suprema oh-
jocte, Wil he etornally onriched in eternal activity,
for God {x Inlinite xnd our Unteilect will Wvér ex.
hxust the truth which I itg supreme bestjiide. But

Ged, tog, I» supreme goodness: so thajfour will
equally will find no barrler Welween | and ity
supreme object, and will come to reagifip cternal
jove., Not ail soula will be equak in . The

sou) graws naturally by development gffintellect and

will. Supernaturaly  which {s what s here—{t
ZTOWS {he possesaion of the 8 tural Life.
But this it must receive upon = or aller death
1t cannot marit, TWersfore, souls lfalled with God
have not all reached the same pres of develop-
meont wlen they come todie. Ba eater or sinaller,
all souls ar functioning in heav rith intellect snd
will at their highest intensity Jipon tUbelr highest

object. thersforo every soul wil ow perfect Bap.
pinexs . . . 4

*The various qualities in ¢t things of earth

Was {ike n ray of light
Tore firat beight rag that must have
Kashed

Through space’s endiess night,

It _must bave beenm & starry falth
A sabre, golden tipped,

Forged by & craftaman of the akies
Aund in white fire dipped.

It Bashed through Stephen's heart
and mind
Straight out of Heaven's Wiue,
He could not flinch at things lke

stanea
When it had plerced him

through.
His soul leaped wp to link withe
Chirist ? the

So beautiful and gy, '
It passed & milliom other asuls
Who loltered ons the way,

And Christ to God the Father sald.]

In The World .

THINGE 70 FIGHT FOR
Three things D fAgxht for, said
the young man, my family, my
Dot 7 wa ted te AR abeet 1oy
o -
stond of for thingw, . *

honvew s homik with
dad or brother BRIt Wack from the
wars, salé and aund, -

Mo miire dew tir worn working
man sk for “my aws Waalnes, my
own ainry, iy swn hurs, and &
'whols gung ta boss and TI) oall it
real heaven” Henven g
reaching out from the distenl fus

_~“Batold in life amiw ture, casting {ts Breath upen his
Tiie fuith we fashioned [n ihe akien | tamily, Bl country, hi€ Church—

Now coming Wmck to' yow.” the things he 1 worklix te help
"Sa bright it our atmies presetye. ¢ -

was, s whitely falr,
e

We thought it eauld not Lternal health, eternal  yout)

Made talrer, yet behold It ie eternal froddomt ~ these are wWo
Karth loniger the deatred o? the siok, the
"

Thm"f'_- Do scataxy. aged, the persecutsd. lealth I8 of-
Lo ! fexring itaell now on the sliar of
Mototiat’s Prayes sucrifice, youlh in veady ‘for pra
matufh aging, and fresdomt very-
Grant me o dy hand «nd | whiete ie curtalled for lhe greatar
Taat walchlyig® mtrndrn of thn:;m;a. thf heaven

at no ol shall W hurt t I8 prom and reu )
g b urt when 3 For family, Church siid ssuniry

Y.
. PEavest Sife, and ? pray no act ~these to fight for oOn the long

which cause ua happlitess are aficaused by God, the af mine apital staleense of merlt that lenda
e o i, nottn the snfowy and Imperiagfl T2 take nway ar mar that xift o] or. these’ta Bresecve. thst Beaven
way in whichh we find them f‘re:ttergr;‘lfln - ; ohei °‘h :gi:::r ::mwnibh o men of other
i et it ot nacel b of| " Do e | e e
“p:’:ﬁ::'::: first twoa samples lrken (ram the(n calsmity. ", "md " SN|EE-ERS
Fall 1340 cgition of This P ¢ Burlnesa (& euhnx::d ‘lo use my car for athers’ Boss: “Have you the frmness of

quarterly book bullelin
the third one i frem
This ast i3 & 144-page Jmarylp! the Catholic Re-
ligion as admirable il anything you can find on
the subject In £ BH. You wilf}find a copy st the

y Mr Sheed), and
Lite, pp. 141-142.

Catholic Evidegf Library, Colufhbus Civie Centre,
%0 Chesatnu Rochester, N . opers every d
excopt Sy

Qny and Sunday, 4 6 and 7 to o

Whire it pops np again. the d@nand for dizputn-
flon. “Prove, prove argue, argig!”
‘That was written away back
did indeed produce many a brill
mentation after that In tact hir bext work came
clogse gpoh the heels of his brothir's challenge. The
very next year, if I remomber gightly, apeared hia
second bait maste Orthadaxy (if you count
The Everincting M=xn his topntort work, And of
course both G K. €. and Cecil camos Into the Cath.

olic Church.}

But it is probably true to say that G K's enor.
mous influence on bis generation arose ot so much
from the power of his logic as lrom the cxuberant
soyousniess which he manifested more axd more a8
he got nearer to the heart of the faith He came
into the Church more by the method of St Augus-
tine “Okr hearts are rystlexs antil they find rest in
‘Thee.” than by the method of St Thomas Aquinss
After all St Thomas was not a convert. and it may
be doubted that he. could have been converted by
his own maksive and majestic Summa Theolagics.
But any man could be converted by St Thomas)
joyous mystical poem, ‘Pange lingua Glorjosi ™

Yes, Bishop Prohaszka s right What we Geed in
not more disputation but nore joyousmess We dis-
pute much because we do not enjoy He who enjoys
does not dispute much.

n  (Copyright, 1942, . C. W Oy

' 1908, Chesterton

Years Ago--
—in the files of the CATHOLIC COURMER
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From Mar. i1, 1837, Eiition

In wview of growing hostility everywhere in Ger.
many against the Church, the Episvopad Committse
named by the Gmnaniy Hierarchy urged Chaneellor
Hitler to take immediale steps about the applica.
tion ¢f Germany’s Concordat with the ¥oly See as
strong and formul protest wasx made. )

. » ‘

Announcement wxs made that the Rev. J. H
O'Losnz, CS.B, would bs in charge of Aquinas In-
stitute when the Basilian Fathers took over admin.
istration of the Catholic boys' high scheol in Sep-
tember

L I T .

Considered a threat to rights of parents and as
giving Congress coWtrot of youth, the radification of
the so-called Child Labor Amendment iz New York
State was defoated b.r‘ lhi &s:emblx. 102 to 12,

That :huy"derent Communism by revealing its un.
filled promises was advocated by the Bev. Frederick
Nastvogel, CSSR, in addressing the First Dizteiet
Comupandety, Knights of St. Johm, at Rochester
Rogiment's- Headquarters, St Joseph's Church hall

~ Feast Days
Sanday, Mar. 1581, ZACHARY,
Mendsy, Mar. 16—ST, ABRAHAM, -

o Tocsdey, Siar. 1781 PATRICK, BISHOP AND

s Nedntaday, Mer. 18-8T. OYRIL OF JERUSA-
Thursdiy, Mar, B5—8T. JOSEPH, A
Saturdiy; Mer. 21 —ST, BENEDICE:

t piece of argu- @

. We huve weery God's prescer ; t!:e worldy we bawe
Jgtoty fo the world, Let o aoﬁf;{’iﬂ the things our s
1God, our determinmion o werve Wisk b His tiuwl <

charactar that ensbléa & man &

Nor mism through love of speed  lgn on and do his duty in the fnce

The beanlies of Thy world; that
thus I mny - .
With joy and courteay go on my§ Applicant: "Well, T vooked (oc
way. our’camping party It summer.”

A A

EDITORIALS *

HContinued froms Page 18)

Every Saint lives eternally with God! The trials end sullerings of
a «hort carthly cateer becume to them only o Bappy memory. The
ages of eterpity are theirs, thrir nemes are written bright so the
Serolle of Heaven,

But their menvory may fade from the minds of men, thelr ewrihly
[sme may pass away. To mayy & man, the Saint in the Lilany or on
the altar is only a nwme: & Sant famous in one part of the world,”
s unkaown il anetlier, .

Not so with St Parrick! In every nation, aniong ecety people,
Pasrich stands forth in ever.tencwed vitalily as o Iiving, active, glsr
s, Manof-God. Into ewery sation have bis sons gone, inte every
sart of the world they have en -ied the Faith be preached te them.

ears can nol disn the splendor of the mission he no faithfully ful-
filled far Gad and His Vienr on Earth. Yeats can pot bury-uader the
spiritual influenee of his Patron Saint of Jreland,

May hus inteveession be with 8s as we observe his Feast fa 10421
Mav his pravers for Ireland and her soms and daughters, include alzo
thewr mullions of coreligionists from every country imder Heaven,
May his love for mankind bring peace 1o our troubled warld!

WHEN THEY HAD SEEN

Our eyes and ears and seme of tonch tell e of the world outside,
Messages pass over them conaanly, They am the beginning of our
knowledpe of the world, of the men in :z» vorld; they ave the be.
ghming of our knowledge of God, Who made the world.

But they are not the end of it} Qur soul interprets the oinssages
of the senses, spiritalizes tlese measages, uss the knowledge it so
aequires for the present and for the future. Qur econfucls with the
worke of God in Nature lead us t6 reason back to God, their Author.
Qur hearing of the Word™ of God, through the revelation of Jesus
Chirist, lrads us to the sppetnatural knowledge of Cod the Father,
of His Son, Jesns Christ, of the Holy Spirit. We know Jesus and Hix
tife through the historical secord of the Gospels! the tecord of eye
witnesses of the miracles of Jisus, the reeord of thate whe heard
His waords,

“When they had seen!” Those 5000 nien who followed Yesns into
the wilderness, who saffered hunger, whase hunger was appeased by
the multiplication of five barley loaves and two Bshes whirh Jesus
plared before them: those 5000 men were in foll possession of Hheir
senses. They knew what had happened: they saw five oaves and two
fichos: they rave those lonves, thase fishes, multiplied and placed be-
foare them il all were-satisfied. . '

These men went fartber ehan secing, went Fatther thao eating, ‘Thelr
semses wore active, theiy a;’xyeﬁms were fn nse: bup dheir souly, it
minds wewe also active, “Fhey knew divine power had prodaced: »

| meizacle: they kmew the fisiger of God was procent with s,

Thinking men today behold the world and all its wopders, Thes
kavow these are ordinary things, but ¥io Tess wondecful i)zcame,ariiiv
srars i theik cowrses, upheolding the eaells by the power of Wis hand,
ferdipg the men and women of today not by .ihitél:;”m wers, it by
the constant act of His divine Providence, cansing, the #ank o bring
Eesrth her Tl i season. ‘ UL R
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of fugratitude, critielsm and ridl
cule?
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naxry. They see God's hand working ju all, guiding shin and ooy and
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