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Wrig On -
Standards

By Rev James M. Gillis, C.S.P.

If I could find lime botwedn jobs 1 would write a
bock on Standards. Standards of_ value In literature,

)

“and If I were able} in the arts. Standards in drama,

the motlon picture, and. what little 1 know of the.
subject- in music. Not having time or the ability
to write that book, I would gladly read it. Of course
Y have read a dozan or n score of volumes on that
subject, but I hope the authors will not fetl ag-
gricved if 1 say that they are not sufficiently ex-
plicit to satisfy me. Pecrhaps I should ulso say, not
sufficiently atmple and fundamental. Most of them
presume too much on the knowledge of the ordinary
every-day rveador, the non-expert, the non-pfofes-
stonal critic, of whom I am one. They begin where
we poor fellaws have to leave off. They think we
know more than we do. What wo are looking for
is & handy rule-of-thumb. We don't get it. Per-
~-haps It cannot be had.

Let me explain with my favorite method -asking
& fow polnted questions

How am I to know whether a “best seller”—for
exnmple, The Keys of the Hingdomy {s a good book?
To me it secmed very bad, for reasons which 1 give
in the magazino of which I am Editor. But the lit-
erary critics of the daily press all scem to think it
wonderful. Even same Catholic critics have praised
it "to the skies” Who is right and who is wrong?
How shall we know? What Is the standard?

Take another sample in another art. I heard some
weeks ago at Symphony Hall in Bosten a cgneert
by the famous orchestra under Koussevitsky. That
afternoon they played all modern music. Some of
it seemed to me hideous: other xelections, including
one I hadn't expected to like (a symphony by an
out-and-out Bolahevik) I tholight magnificent oven
stupendous. Was I right or wrong? Should ! have

liked what I didn't like and should I have lonthed |

what I admired? Is it all subjective” Or is there
- an objective standard?

To talke the most extreme example What are
these “moderns” trying to do with sugh paintings as
you see habitually in “The Museum of Modern Art™?
Atre they kidding the public? Or is there merit In
what they have to offer? To me and to most of the
multitude some 80 per cent of “modern stuff’ scems
grotesque, absurd, insane, obscene. But the moderns
tell us we don't know what we are talking about.

We could go on with more examples.® But you
catch my nteaning. Remcember, I don’t want 2 hard
and fast rule. Porbaps I shouldn® have spokei in
the beginning of a “rule of thumb,” though a ruls
of thumb is more elastic than -shall we say a yard-

stick I don’t ask the Bureau of Weights and Meas- |

ures to apply its standards to the arts and tell us
whether we are getting our money’s worth or are
beginning “gypped.” Nothing so rigld and mathe-
matical as that. Bui what I want to kiow 15 this®
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"Lord, That _,
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By Rev. Benedi hmann

Did you evgyby with the idea of a fourth dimen-
sion? It igef fascinating bit 6T mental gymnastiés,
Confinegw®as we are to length end breadth and
heightf we like to puzzle out whether thpre may not
be ‘Some other geomvetric exft of escapd from fixity

Space is a sphinx and discloses its secrets grudg-
ingly, and maybe the fourth dimension is only &
mathematician's fantasia. ho can tell? But the
supernatural estate of the Christian soul is no fan-
tagia. Call it a fourth dimension. if you will it is
another plane. anotfer level, another world, to which
God has lifted the soul which is incorporated with
Christ. . =

Thig is the world in which we live, so long as we
are in the state of grace. This dimension of life was
not normal to the soul, and therefore, If God willed
the soul to dwell in it, FHe had to endow it in & spe-
cial way: just fs ofir breathing apparatus, snd per-
haps our whole ical mechanism, would have to
be readjusted if wWe were transplanied to, Jet ux sy,
the pianet Mercury. .

Unfortunately, this new wonder-world of the soul
in grace remains, for most of us, an unexplored tand.
We dwell in i, in our own little spot, bul hardly
ever go out of doors to investigate the breathless
beauties of it and to draw long draughts of Its tonig
alr, .

Lent jg the Church's sprmgzime}o-ﬁma to go out
of doors in God's Kingdom, drink in the fresh =air,
open our eyesto its loveliness, put our faces down
into its running springs, snd run free down its spa-
cious. &venuos. Do we have faith? Is this world of
grace more real to us fhan the earth on which we
walkk? To us, which is the ehagdow, and which the
substance? Are we blind? :

“Caro, we b:’re ail blind,” said the grand Plus XY
once to console & weeping blind boy. - -

That s why the Church prefaces our Lent with
the Gospel of the BNind, mmd who cried out to Christ
on the rowd. to Jericho, “Lord, that T may seel”

May L&t open par yes with the touch of Christ™s
T AN

. the Pemity'of G # Dayypring from o high.,
Tovely ihb‘gi@: tabernncles ., "

2. the beauty 88 Christ, “Desire of the everlasting
hills, In wha
knowledge . . ™ - ] ]

¥ e beauty of the Chirel, Spouse of Christ, and
Motfier of all the fuithiul , . ., N ]

4 the bewuly of the faith, milk for ‘babes, and
meab: for gianty . o .

5. thie heanty of the L

; 2 iturgy, Henven nn exrtly, the |
undying Sactifice of the Bridegroom, dnd the sweet |
song of His Spouse, the Church. - |
Thewe are bepoties fur grander than scaring sym-
phonies and monuments. To know them, to taste

}
them, is %o be carried out of ompe's soul. This i o | versity.
!

% mhendeh' 3 u‘:pe F‘:igx. g;' mte;r;i this ;s to find the
Faith entering into full possession of ws, moving
frd the surfice to the depths of the soul, 3

To oot to this experiince we must tutor ours
elves.hy prager. ‘i‘{nt # prayer of rote forrnuina

i

Ate-nil (he treasures of wisdom and |
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COURTER

ars there mo atandards at all any more in the world
of art and literature and music, as there seemt to be
none in thy world of morals, 'When people spy “I
‘aders it,” “amd othera equally intelligent say *1
abominate i1, iz there no comment to make except
“Woll, you know the old maxim, de gwiibwa™? In
other words, where are we any way? Have we
renched & condition of anarchy and nihfllsm in art
and morality?

All these questions aprang up anew in my mind
when I read a apecial article by one of cur leading
critics of the drama, John Mason Brown, comment.
ing upon a book of one of his confreres in the same
profession, George Jean Nathan. Somo people rate
Nathan as merely a smart Aleck, enfant terrible, or
it they take him more seriously, an jconoclaxt. Mr
Brown, in-common with a host of readers and play-
goers, thinks Mr. Nathan's life-long conigibution to
tlmmsuq criticism Is of great permanent valies. So
hare you are once aguin, Can we only say “Take
it or leave it; like it or lomp §"7 Or Is there am
aesthetiz atandard which msy be applied?

Even Mr, Browrn seoma to contradict himseit Ho
is contrasting George Nathan with Dorothy 'ﬂmm}»
sort. Mr. Brown calls them both “kibitsers.” one In
the affairs of the theatre, the other in the world of
. politics. She, he says, deaploes Nsathan and dis-

misses him as a trifler, But, says John Mason
l Brown, “in the last annlysis both of thexe critics

cocked up my ears and opened niy eyes wide. “The
enly sritical truth”? What s it? It turns out to bo
“lhemselves as they respond to thelr different sub-
- jects” Lets you down again, doeant it? Dorothy
Thompson's truth Is herself, and George Jean Nath-
an's truth is himselfl. Purely perionsl and subjec-
tive, to all appearances. Dorothy Thompson lkes
* so-and-s0'n intcrnational policy which somebody else
doesn't like. Thal’s that and thepe's the end of it
, George Joan Nathan likes a play argl some other
{ critie doesn’t like it. Morp probablff George Jean
, Nuthan tears & play to pieces whils a@ine other critic

© thinks it the finest that has hit Frondwiy in a
| decade. And that’s that and theroff xn end of it '
| The only critical truth ia themneleg

Mr Brown goes on to say —or scem to say

r standard, that

athan, he saya,
mtomatic values
¢ are values out-

that after all Mr Nathan has anot
is, his own liktcs and dislikes. Mr
, "gives an ldea of some of those
{ which . are imperilled.” So th
side the cranium of either Natiin or Thompson
But and herew get mixed up nfioin “It does not
matter whether one agrees with Jkthan or not. The
point of good eriticizm Ia thatfhe writer's mind
| has becn ventilated and not thaglhe reader's mi
' has'been persuaded.” Mr Nath
wrong . .. but he is right for hifiself
| That seems to be just what wri
telligible music or the painters
gay. they do the queer things
mnst “cxpress themselves”
Yes, some popular §
out soon, or the i
and let us agddy

I main as L
£ Copyright, 1842,
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bf unin-
Mne pictures

do because thoy
hte their minds.
bn s@indarda must come
poetry art. rausic
sculpture wilj re-

cwoe

et st

§-clibly tossed off, but a consifered prayer. a prayer
that is enlightened by the wiFd of God the prayer
that we call meditation, andpin its highey reachea,
contemplation. X .

This cnlightened prayer cghnot be sustained with-
out spiritual reading Sucl reading is ofl for the
lamps-of prayer Leont ougli. thercfore. to be a sea-
son of intensive reading. I It is hard to read, that
13 good penance . and, like @i things hard. it becomes
ensy the more you try iff Cerlainty the kind of
spiritual writing which is Yeing published these days
wifl be called hard readinf only hy iazy and fabby

H

: minids.

i re i3 a suggested list] obtainable at the Catho-
lie Evigence Librasy, Columbus Civie Cetitre Roch-

tester, N Y.-

| ‘The Public Life of Our Lord Jesus Ctirist, Arch |

i bishop Goodier
| The Pasion and Death of Our Lord Jesus Christ,
Archbishop Coodier
Meditationa for Layfolk, Bede Jarrett
God Within Us, Raoul Plus.
In Christ Jewos, Raoul Plus o
Cherint in His Brethren, Raoul Plus.

tain.
Christ the Life of the Soul, Abhot Marmion..
Christ In Hix Mysteries, Abbot Marmjon.
The Ascent of Calvary, Louls Pémn&‘ -
Why the Croas? Edward Leen, .
Progress Throagh Mental Prayer, Edward Leen
Holy Ghost, Edward Leen.
Primer of Prayer, Joseph McSorley.
Spirit of Catholicism, Karl Adam.
Map of Life, Frank Sheed.r - - -
y Unknown God, Alfred Noyes.
The Layman's Year, Ernest Oldfnendow
The Sacrifice, Paul Bussard. .
Pravidence, Heginald Garrigou-Lagrange.
Christinmas (The Ohristian), Abbot Vonter.
‘ Brayer for Al Thiws, Plérrs Charies.
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Five Years Ago-- h
. iy the files ‘ot the CATHOLIC COURIER

e

] Frooi Marek 4, 1953, Ediffon

That the Kelly-MeCreerey Schoot Bus Law i3 con-
- stitutionsl and applies to city as will a yiral schoof
. children was ruled under & decision harded down

by Buprems Court Justice Philip A MeCook in a
New York City test ‘m * - :

»

Launchitg = survey of Catholic boys, then In
Scout troaps throughout the diocexs, the Hochéster
Diocessn Commitfes in meetittg mage phuny {o io-
trodizes the Seout mevemert in additions] parishes
{alw%we, fnext meeting of the commities wet in
May, {37, | : ‘ c

. * *

. % SN o
The Auliutn Lilgle Thester Plagers undee the di-
tection of the Hav, John 8 Randall. presesiiad their

recent sticetss. “The Cradgie Sing” af Cornell Usi- |

_An astrologer says that the starg pouitively predict

Hiller's defear. But what the world's groaning tax- |
‘gn{:n roplly want to know is WHENY-—-Atchizon
i ﬂG w‘ﬂ . B

.
.

writo of what is’ the only critical truth.” At that l'

The Living Thoughts of St. Psul, Jacques Mari- !
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EDTORIAL FEATORES seeeeenc 208,
. Saint Patrick

O glorious B¢, Patrick, xreen Brin's Wright stir.
\Vlg l&Qm loved Ireland didst come from afar,
Te Ulumine our souly with religion's puré ray,
And bring the glad tidings of new coming day.

Pirst led &8 a captive te our fertile shore: .
God humbled and tried thee, to exait theo the more.

But in Himy was thy hape, thou didat gmr night xad day,
THN at last by Hiz own volee Ho bid thee away.

Then back thou didst go to thy lov'd parenta’ howmte,
And next came our glorious apostls from Roma

To prostests the idols our fathers ndored .
And toach them o worship the God they Ixnordd,

Twas “the volew of tho Irish® first ealled thes to tell,
To plant the cross through thelr dear native wsoil,
And thofr little oncs thou In & vislod didit sew

With fervor implorisig God's succor through thee, |

Thy children now exiles on many « shore -
Will love and rovers thew (il time be no mote.

And the Brs thou hadet kindled ahall never be &‘?nuhnt
‘Though long with®he tide of adversity drenched.

Ever bless and protect the sweet Inng of oup birth, .
. Whero the shamrock atill blooms as when thou Uesdst en eartihe;

And our hearta shall yet burp whetesover We roam

For God and 8t Patrick and aur own native home.

-

' . Peace
FE:S" Day‘ There ;‘ pice 10 br found (s the
—— niare *

Sumday, Mar. §--8T. JOHUN OF

+ GOD. it

! Vienday, Mar. $~8T. FRANCES | There is frevdem in ol of i1 lory

+ OF ROME Kith thr heatt-wamrming tirtars 2hat

| Twesday, Mar, 10~THE FORTY tast.

l MA K3 OF SERA o N 1l the ovad despit Numaltr
- i . e W

H ("‘t‘_;s."*’&m' Mar. 11 < VL0 [y the poor and the weak ol

. Twarsdey, Mar. it—-8T GREQ-

OKY THE GREAT.

¥hen the trniblesime presear s

opprevied;
And the dear umls whe foll in the
battle

Friday, Mar. 13-8T. EUPFHKA- Will be there 1o rejeive with the 104
. SIA, VIRGIN. ]
Saturdsy, Mar. 8T MAUD, For the Stars end Stipes m thi
QUEEN beanty
P~ e Wil be waring through oll o} the
Tenacher wers to, saay. 'You yearss
was late school today,” would | 4ad the uar will become but a memory,
that Dagfight 77 uhen
y T “No.” “Mother heatis have forgoiten shelt
" racher: "Why'" e

Pupil. “Because | wasn't." - Eveavs Jo lavnexe,

EDITORIALS

+
] (Continued from Page 189

N

Ie. The Church has urged Pastora to have priests from outede it
theiz pasishes to ensbile all 1o comply eanily with the pearept =f an
"nual confession and Easter Duty. In theew days of ?tfqum! €.
_munion, this mav not seem as important as in the daye when so wany
- reeived anee a year, and not more than onee 8 year

Yet a Lenten Miswan means marh to all. even to our {requent con
murescants. It &s an inspication to the very pious to persevere 1 v
ting after perfection, it is an invitation to the lokewarm 1o besoms
“troly pious, it is fhe bltssed opportanay for the carcless 1o grt back
( whese they beloug. I is for all Christ's tme of graee. His love goes
oot to us, His yearning for our souls i» made doubly effertive B the
rooprration the Mission prompts as to give

The priests of the artsh fabor day in and day out for tame Hork,
Study ond prayer and meditation prepare thom for their werk an the
ennfessinnal,” the sick-room, the schonl, al the altar. in the palpit,
But the missfonary priest, the man of the seligious order, who comes
frorzs his monastery, from his life of special dedieation, bringes with
hims nto the parish a certain something that nieans & blsssing on
prie=ta and people in the parish. A eeries of prayerful conferores, o
darly visit to the chureh, meditations and instructions and serenons
of the missionary type, the particular style of mission that s gsroper
to each individual congregation of order: a mission confessiér, ’re‘
quent Commamnion for all the week, daily assistaner at Hols Mass:
,all eulmunating in the final service which is the climax of & well
planaed program.of a week eleverly arranged and zeslousty foftowed
out with a view (o the sanctification and salvation of evers ane who
 makes the Mission,

Lenten Divotions continne through the customary forty daye: they
tuke on an’ added Miraciiveness when supported by a Lemten Mission,
1t may intfoduce the Holy Season, it may be reserved for is ¢ Fosing
week. Inany ease it is just what the saul nbeds to become betfer. Isefore
God, just what the sonl craves as a means of knowing Ged better and
serving Him mare porfectly. Let's make the mission!

CASTING OUT DEVILS

Devil worship, posses 1j and obsesaivn, witeherafl, are not wew
in the world. Tﬁ‘r{.’go back ap far as Inpan reeords go. They are in
the world today. Christ knew the suffering of thuse possessed Fry the
devil: Christ used His divine power in casting out devils in“ro public
» manner that His encmies could net question it—it was ton ewident
s fart."Se ihey had to be satishield by saying He did it by diaksolical
power, through Beelecbub the Prince of Devils, Present.day wisencees
go farthers they just deny the historical facts, o fmpule epileprsy or
insanily lo those whom Christ and Chrig encmies on 'Jw sraund
reroagnized as victims of diabolical possession, .

Ts the devil in the world today? 1s his influence felt mmong men?
The murderous, treacherous, villafnous, waps of Sh eare s Maee
betls, are so horrorinspiring that one would Tesiiate in ordinary times
te consider them possible in any lmsan dwing, How tame they seem
whess we compare them o modern vealities, 20Uy Ceitry Dictators!
. Macheth dealth with the devil, throngl the thiee witchies, Shurely
vy present-day Machetli's, Toids of mechanined langliter, mind€ul of
no shligatfop to God or muan, ;«;{fﬁfﬁ! of justice, tntrue o Feiend

1 '

and for, slike, sconrging the with their wicked away, follow
cearly the way the devil woul sugzest. Thy witches
may be moderndgpe dovils in busian form: their diteefion, botdes,
on_the disbolical. “He who i« wot with M, is sgatnst Me'

Fhe power of Christ is Heeded ¢

 ers hastent the day when Divine Love Wil condrier Previlich T M

| thesy. bring, eloser the day of the coiing of Hie Kingidoiiiof God -

.

ot g f ¥ o e g e

they seeks oit -

toiday o drive oub dhe doeits tat ?
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seadsrge the world will thelfr wespong of destrabtion, May‘;x%g; frdye i
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