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‘The New World
Of Oceania’

By Rev. Benedict Ehmann

The events in the prosent theater of the war are
bringing homs lo us with urgent reality names
wlifch were remote and strange-sounding in old ge-
ography days. Paul McGuire, weoll-known for his
work in’ Catholic Actlon, has jusl written a book
on this fascinating part of the world. It ts called
Westward the Course, and I shall miss my bet if
current events dp not help to sky-rocket it to the
best-seller bracket

Mr ' McGuire, as & native of Australia, writes with
authority on this Antipedean patch of the globe. 1If
it were not for his own statement that he hexa
the book in 19040, one would be lempted ta thin
that the hook is a poldoiler job to capitalixe om the
curvent burning interost in the Mlands of Ocexnla.

But the publisher™s preface stales that the book
was finished belofe the Pear? Harbor atrocity, and
went tgopross two days after it If over & daok fiiled
a topicad need, this is the boode, It makex the plmces
in the spot-pews of the day as real as if you were
there. Hero people live: you see lUiem: you cobserve
their habits: you enter into thelr modes o thought.
Now that thess people, too, once appsr
iote, &ro directly writhin the pince awvement of
the Axis program, there is o new psthos about them
which makes us ready to call them brothers.

Mr. McGuire writes, "From New York to Sydney
and from Bydney to Singapore, licre is now one
common character. It {s in the American, the Dustch
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Resignation
The striiggling human will .
Which like a chafing steed s ner at resl.
Her tyrant is the world,
Her proud caparison is interwove
. With mocking gems that satan hath fenpearled
Of empty {ame, {slse coniforls, spurisus love
Oh, hemrtless, fintiering world,
8he goada poor mortaly, then mad showsts of taaghter
In savage cadence hucled,
When they have fallen, she sends in milico after
Why shauld men crive allegiance, P
Vassnlage to power Acoursed?
Why should the human will be mude a slave
y profmise of fale freadtm puasion nursed®
WNo know whate’er we crave
Of eartiily benefils, howt'er txtended
That &% the envjous grave
Thelt swinistry to ux must needs be ended
The haman will’by grace .
* Calmly aubjected to the Wil divine,
1i like the lghtningx that majeatia trace
thoughts of mtiogs o'er the subtls line
Perfecbod by-Gel's grace L
, her swilt pinion

Made strong by sweet submissie
Kmpowers her te embrace *

and the British, it appears in the Indlan, the Chil-

nese, the Malay: It in that which struck off the an- '

clent aha:.ck!es and gives his fnal Gignity to
man . . .

Tne book ks ndded interest as the log of an
nctual voyage which started st Vancouver, maved
through Hawall, the Fijis, New Zealand. Austradia,
the Dutch East Indies, and coded at  Singapore
Mr. McGnire 1a o tceen observer and & fascinating
recorder, and (1 dare sy) more competent to speak
about the complex world of Ocennia than Join
Gunther to speak about the complax world of Latin-
America.

One has the feeling that McGuire's booskt will atill
be current long after Gunther's has becoma passe.

A copy is belng placed in the Catholic Evidence
Library for cirvulation Within a short timo, a sec-
ond copy will he added to meetl tho dentands of
current Interest.

Read: Westward the Courne,” by Paul McGuire.

« o

St. Francis Xavier was the first apostle of ali this
troubler region of Oceania. Devout Cdtholica who
prefer to spend o deeper Lent by retiving from the

! seculay news may still pay attention to the present
aren of the war by reeing it through the eyes of
i 8t Francis Xavier They might tead the account

of his Jife and gpostolle journeys by Margsret Yegsl

or by Father Martindale in Caplalis of Ch .
by Theodors Maynard in The Odyssey of cly
Xavier. Then there is the Interesting play M¥ Jose
t Maria Deman, called A Kalnt v » Horrs vhy that
i title? Boesnse 8t° Prancls Xavier w
yrry to circle the earth with the goalf news of the
Redes otion. I = a good plyf vigorous and
itraigniferward, like Franeis B 1t

These books witly the exception of the
Maynard opus, are all In Catholic Evidence Li-
brary. They are a good
the world of Mala

the East Indies.
L ] * -
Sister M. Eunice writes to mie in a letter from®
Maryknoll: N
“With 238 of our Sisters in Hawail, Japan, Mans
chukuo, Korea, China and the Philippines, these are
naturally anxious days for us, though we know the
Sisters are in God’s Jeeping. By choosing to remain
with €helr peopls in time of distress, sz Catholic
Missioners have always done, they are doing God's
workc and we are confldent ¢hit Our Lady will be
near to gusrd and gulde them.”
¢ o e

The Pope tot only talks about piace He does the
works of peace, while the war blazey on,

One of the Vatiean's less publicized efforts is that
of locating the wheteabouts of prisoners and ref-
ugees for their relatives.

Thne reports: “100 priests snd laymen work ten
hours a day axs laison belween prison camps and
worried velatives at home, helping Iocate missing
soldiers; so far they've found nearly 26000

The Regiter containg this signifian? item: }

~A young Boston Jew, secording to the Transeript
of that city. tried for months to discover whether
his parents twere still alive in Poland The U, 8.
State Departmert sought to locate them, but fadlied.
The American Red Cross alses did nof sucteed. He
‘wrote m leétter to the Vaticam. In 2 few weeks, he
hed & reply, giving him the town and sireet ad-
{drexe where Bis parents are now fiving. The grate.
fu! young man was nof anxious for publicity. ‘The

¢ had o hard lime getting the =2 and
omitted his rimme. “F don't like to mentlon it around
much,” he said. Tt might got the Pope In wrong if
people found out that he had done a favor for a
Jew.' ™ )

It is up to u% ts uphold the arms of the Pope in
his prayers and worlss for peace. We might uwe the
powerful prayer of- St Catherine of Hiena, that
mighty champlon of the Papacy: M

“Turn, © turn, merciful Father, thy compassion-
ale regard uped the Church thy Spéuse and opon
they Widarn Him benewth the wings of e
mercy 6

FHide him benewt :
ikt the' -eviiminded wid provd casnot
hurt Bam, Enlighted thesé who contend  agkinst
him & the Ebly Spirit 4nd £hy omnipotence. Feal
by Lis means our in¥rmities; Tef him, instruct thos
subject to him, and allract aleo the wobellevwing
with the Church's celestin! rule. Lat hini offer t& th
divine tsjesty the fruits of sternal salvation, et
him fHot grove weary in -carrying the steadacd of
the hoty Croms, and Jet him draw o thy sevvice e
whale universe. Do ’r!mu‘ etetnal Gid, supterme End

. Ggdhend, in thy Hight ft light be sedn,
and I hambly beg of Thee to infuw that Jight infg
tvexy cresture that possesses the gift of tesson, Bnt
3 thes, thy Vicar, that He

extending thy glory. Amesn”

In such A

The glorious sphere of charity'sF doménion,

A Father's geatle hand, 3

Directs, cantrols and animates Ber dosrrse,
Fre2, because loving His bepigl comwnand,
There is no check W her Gnw@iried Toree.
‘A heavenly Fatfier's hand 3

Hix who gave tife, augments Jer holy vigor.
Tranguil, her powers expand, E

And thrive repleniahed, ‘'mid tifie’s wasting rigor.
Her treasure fx<above: 3

What raatter then to her the Puffetingy

Of bamer clementt. In checrfilf love

She greets alflictions keen; allfgriefs they bring,
Becaume her heart above

Beholds them strand by strand
Hix tersderness to prove, 3
! God makes Himself in some afkel senuso her debtag
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the great Encvelical that restusfiPR. Thomas and hes mmu{u to the
place they deserved in JUEPRhEBs of the Church  Scholusicisn
under him had a relijgffamong fudents and scheldrs

A relatively elgdfTife in a cfiury that gave man a reljglons and
lenrned namy 10 Choreh, mfiked Thomas of Aquinns a Doctor of
{ the Chu br all time. His gfitings for seven hundred yeans hawve
" beetn agirce of protection iffthe teachings of the Church against
| everggfuemy: no doctrine he il not explained with all the dearness
Mted mind could furnish, b attark be has not et with cmpell-
iz logie, In their origine] o in their orizinl romposition, hia
Sumima Conira Gentiles and fis Sumua Theolopica, are «ill in use
in every Catholic Seminary.

The mental giants God bl rarsed up in Hix Chureh, men who as
masters of logic, glorious effponents ne the reasoning pawer, ste be-
tween Faith and Rrason, sibuld be kept close to us Al that they
mean. all that they have doff. can help ns only as we know then and
their works. The Feast of §. Thomas \quinas eomes in the fint week
of March to remiind us of Bl we owe to this Mader of the Schools.
May he as Patron of Catllic Schools help va to know the import.
ance of these institutions, §elp us to foster them, help s 1o use themn
for ourselyes axd for ourichildren as the accepted medium for that
training of the mind that s‘a" enable us trknow Cud’s world through
a thorough knowledge of s}od"n‘lmclringn.

THE MONTH OF ST. JOSEPH _

March is the Month of St. Joseph. He is the Patron of the Universal
Church, the Patson of a Happy Death. the Model of Workingmen,
the Saint of the Christian Home. To all, Si. Joreph s denr. His
humility invites us to come close 1o him, his holiness urges s to
imitate him. Closer to Jesus than any other Saint save the Blessed
Mother, St. Joseph has & wonderful power of inferiession that we
should make conatant st of: '

Where ¢0 maniy are working harder than at other times hiesuse of
the defense needs of our counlry, St. Joseph should be nearer lo oor
men as their Heavenly Palron, the Patron of Workers. During the
month of Marcls it were well to begin every task with & prayer to St
Jozeph, to end every day with a word of Jmnk«giving tn him, Keieg
| him near you as vou work, have him close to you at the will or at
the bench, give a touch of romtinee and religion to your labors as
you piclure bestde you the Carpentey of Nazaseth, the workingman
who Tabored for Jesus and Mary.

HE WAS'TRANSFIGURED BEFORE THEM

Peter and JalBes and Jobn hind faith in Christ, They knew He was
the Son of God. “Peter had given vesice to that faith for himsell and
for the twelve at Cesarea-Philippi:--“Thou art the Christ, the Son
of the living God.” Close to Him every-day. bearing His word, be-
holding His works, Peter and His componions had added amurance
of the Divinity of their Master, Yet 1o their eves He had the qppesr-
ance of an ordinary man; nothing could they see in Him that de-
clared the majesty of His divinity. - -

Then Jesus ook thers t a figh moniftiie, away from dicir felow
Apostles, to be transfigitred belore them, The humblenes of His
hunran ﬁgpcamm was to give way to the slory of Hie divine pres-
-ence: “His face did shine as thesun, and His gorments becanie whifte
as snow.” Twa great
Him: and the voiee o

1

rophets of the Old Testament appeared withs,
fpﬁic Father edme Trom 2 bright cloul--“This.

words was never 10 fade sway. . Fhe days of surow ahead when
Christ was agsing to be tiapshigured, but this time s 2 Van of
Sorrow, wouldcall Sor alk:ihe sttength that the Tronshguration could
give to Peter and Jamew and Johin. . - . . . "

. May the tranafigured Christ be with us in these days of Loit, to.
enwoiirage us th-perform works of ‘perance, to add 1o them works of
véliginng, to consecrate‘thens with aots of fove sind devotion, Km

SPlenpry {ndulgence, onoe x month, I soid daily,
Fine XX Pom. Nov. 83, 19275 -
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fflﬂ"l‘fﬂﬂ.‘ﬁ_ﬁﬂ!’& Christ clowe t6 us, wr can say daily: “Lovd, it iy e
forastobebere!™ 7 o
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i My befoved Som, in Whom § am well plemeedt: hear ve Himl" The I8
jwemory of that sight waé to-stay with-them: the memory of those |
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With Fire

By Rew Jomes M. Gillls, CAP
"Al eye fop an eyé, & toolh for & toath, » life

+

for & 3o Is tha anclent Biklloa] &x
the Rouriana ealled box salianis, the
Our Bavicur abrogated thit “Taw,” Wut untit His
Ute It secrs to have been considersd Jegitimnte,
ILls x natual Instinet in man. Owr fest inipalse
Is 1o “give the ether fellow ay yood ns he sende” It
he tx cruel we shall he crueli Temorseless, we ¥l
he 6 tepudintes the suxloms and
convemtions of civiitned sociely, we tae, wt Jent for
the time lrttnx in denling with him, will revert t»

lh; harhairic, 3

M o gangster, -for exampls, having & gus §if his.

hawd: Sx merciless ta the u'ifumell. t%sfm;&"»&ﬁ
;‘notimlnu their

esslon for what
w of vetaliation,

who Bt no means ol sel(-defenne, 1
sgony and fnally shooling thim daven [ 8eld blodd,
e et s st SR e
up - him, oulid deal with hime
l’:m, same wiy he has dealt with sthere, Hangl
we any, is too good for him, toe qu 1ok wAYY, oW
gmhu.m Soﬂc must ba dtormred hou;‘ Be tortared
we iy, and 50 we would %ot 1 wa had
nvmnm far nafural. feslin. i ' —a

! same. inatinot risen from the dack. {errivie
depthae of sur nature ts the surfaew whan Wy fesd
of the troacheury and savagery of the Nuwls of the
Juparsase. If they chuck the rils, we wilt chick th
tulpels if they go in: Tor Bohrsekleldecit, wy will we
Hoh than they; it ihey '&a Dot
tlameba's $des of the “Blond Béast™ and thy “Su-
perman,” wa will show them that we ate the supsre
| SUpaTEmaRn,

Obwicusly there f& no end lo this sort of (Ning.
We would go oft And on unti] we, as well sx they,
wouks ence in rival the original Hieux o svem
tho bemats of Lhe jungle. Whether sr not the hypotlys
4ls ef evolutlon of man from the animal is true, we
recogFEizo that we ¢an he cruel as Ligers If we
let ourselves go.

In & motlon picture - Frank Duck's, I think--thore
I & werritying Incldent of tho fight Lelwasn a tiges
and s black panther. ‘Terrifying but faxcinnting,
Locking at it once realices that In men xu iif the big
tats @f the jungle there 1s o source of terrific foe
torlty. The fascination that we feel, the fart that
we cdnnol turn our cyes away or whut them, but
Keep them glued to the pleture s evillency that
tomewebrers in the depths of qur nature {3 a Uind
of joy and satlsfaction In cruclly. I say we liave te
recognizo that this ferocity exiata i» human nature
Just ms we have to recognize, though it shames us,
that there ars othor beastly paxaions within us, cane
stantly sccking an. outlet.

That acientific psychologieal fact eftplains I tiini,
why he populsitionas of London and Liverpool and
Coventyy felt itke demanding that the B A F
should not confine itsell to the bombing of dockn
and railronds, munition factorles and aviation fslde,
but would wreak Indiscriminsle vengesmce on tha

ople of Germany. ‘Thq argument was, ~They vies
st Sntevnational law, why ahauldn't we; they tmur-
der nan-combatants, women, children, why shouldn't
we; they bombard our hospitals flied withs the lislp-
less, the sick and the dying; why sbeuldnt we
bombexrd thelr hospilals? I Il conres to Nehrecks
lihkedt we will out-SchreokHehkeft Them?” .

I bavs so oftén, in thix Giitmn and eliwbers,
laken up the srgument sgalnst retalintion and. in
favor of the Qospel tenching, that I atiz happy te
slep =mxide in this instance and parmit two olher
clergymaen te have their say.

The Bav. John Haynes Holmew of the Community
Chureh, New York City, ssid recently thst mli
Unltet States must resist the temptation “to descend
to the level of the Nazis and the Japapess and fight
It out on their own Saeage terms . . . By thia fighte
ing sa our enemies fight, we are making curssives
over Ento their likeness, If this is done, then what-
ever our .military victories the enemy wiil have won
the war . . . Unleas we guard our soult as though
from Seath itself, we shall be scorning the Jupanore
a3 yellow bellles, ypllow devili, members of soine
despised, inferlor and contamplible race . . . The un~
happy people of Japan Have been mivled, Gelrayed,
Impoverished and enslaved by thelr milltrey miniters.
They deserve otir pily, not our hate. Whatever the
color ©f thelr skirs, they ate our brothers.”

Anctlrer clorgymain who has kept his hexd and
remesabered hin Gospel in aplte of Al provocation
to revenge and refaliation i» the Rev. Willilams &
Kernatr of Scarsdule, New York. He wrote vocontly
to the papers an cloguent teltsr feom whidh I quote
» coumle of sentences: “The countty will Be shdwing
wisd and & comxmendable chasiiy I it btirms &
deaf ear to those Whe afé now clamoting for retslia~
tion agninst Japutiese In Hawall apd California for
ths mxistrestment of white people by the- octupying
Iapaxsese forces in Manila . ., Hixfory and the moral
law temeh us that vangéanes I un inwstiable viee, It
canfiot ke indulged except i the expense of ihe
very peopl who employ L It sérves no good enuse,
It adorns no Hongreble Btate If exvinot add fp thes
slightext degree to Amévica’s length in the sudcotin-
ful prossontion of K wir, while it can 4dd ma-
terially lo the airesdy hesvy burden of hitleimces of
whicks the ;mlezi%e m;gxha relfeved. 'ﬁ;igs b;!ﬂfﬂ «1:1‘
vengemnss has o be broken at some foind prople
wha kre morally great endugh to be capsble of s
Sujning = viclorious ffort axainst ¥vif without Se-
-eominge infamoys themselven, ‘This Tx exultation In-
m 1w ihat ‘Fighteousness which w¥alioth »
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L From Feb 25, 0¥, Ldithon
VCiviYixation fa toming to.n mest

ono it the gravest fn hisiory,
will 3w to der & revoliulionsed.
wesle,™ Filairs Belloc, noted 5;‘1:
totinn, #s « menther of (hie TtuH
Fordhmnix Undvetslty Gradusie Sch
Consanuniscg. was S&baled  ap ' ;
flev. Michael B, Cruden, pusior of .
Churcde, Corning, i opening the O
by Coning Cahuncil, Kﬂfghg!af £
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