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February 26, 1942

! = Libraty Signped
'*The New World
Of Oceania’ '

By Rev. Benedict Ehmann

The events In the present thealér of the war are
bringing home to us with urgent rcality names
which were remole and strange-sounding in old ge-

' ography days. Paul McGuire, well-known for his
work in Catholic Actton, has just written 8 book
on this fascinating part of ths world It s called
Westward the Oourse, and I shal)l mise my bet if
current events do not help to sky-rocket it to the
best-seller bracket.

Mr. McGuire, as a native of Auatralla, writes wilh
Aauthority on this Antipodean pateh of tha globe, If
it were 1ot f{or hin own statement that he began -
the book in 1940, one would bs tempted in think

thut the book Is x ‘potboiler job to capitallts on the |

current burning inlerest in the islands of Octinia,
| But the publisher's preface alnles that the book
" was finished before thée Peard Harbor atroelty, and
° went to preas two days after it If ever & book filled
a topical need, this Iy the book. It makes the placos
to the spot-news of the day m»s ren] sz 1f you wirs
there. Here pcople live: you see than: you observe
their habits: you eater into thely modes of thought.
Now that these people, teo, once apparenlly sg re-

mate, are directly within the pincers movement ¢f {

the Axly program, there Is & naw pathos aboot them
whichk makes us teady to cxil them brothars.

Mr. McGulire writes. “From New York to Sydney
and from Sydney lo Singapore, thero is now ane
common character. It i in the*American, the Dutch
and the Britlah, it appoars in the Indian, the Chi.
nese, the Malxy: it is that which struck off tha an.
clent shackles and gives his NDnal dignity to
man . .S

Tne bootk has sdded Interest as e log of an
actual voyage which atarted st Vancouver, meved
through Hawalipthe Fijla, New Zealand Austradis,
the Dutch East Indies, and ended st Singapote
Mr. MeGuire i3 & keen observer and a fascinating
recorder, and (I dare say) mare compotent to speak
about the complex world of Oceania than John
Gunther to speak about tho complex world of Latine
America,

One has the feeling that MeGuire's book will still
be current long after Gunthor's has become passe,

A copy (3 belng placed in the Catholic Evidence
Library for circulation. Within a ahort time, a sece
ohd copy will be added to mect the demands of
; current intcrest.

Read: Westwurd the Courne,” by Paul McGuire.
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St. Francis Xavier was the first apostle of sl this
troubler region of Oceaunin. Devoyt Csatholics who
prefer to spend a decoper Lent by retiring from the
secular news may stil) pay attention to the present
ares of the war by seetng it through the cyes of
St Francis Xavier. They mirht read ihe secount
of his fife and apostolic journeys by Mnarguret Yeo,
or by ther Mnrtindale in Captaing of Chriat, or
by Theodore Maynard In The Odyssey of Franch
Xavier. Then there is the interesting pisy by Jose
Marla Peman, called A Saint fn & Hurry. Why that
title? Because Bt. Franein Xavier was in such &
hurry to circle the earth with the good news of the
Redemption. It s a good pluy vigorous and
straightforward. like Francis himself

These books with the possible exceptiom of the
Maynard opus, are all in the Catholic Evidence LI
brary  Thoy are a good Lenten course of reading en
the worid of Malaya and the Fast Indies.

- - L J

Sister M. Eunice writex to mé in a lciter from
Maryknoil: :

“Withr 238 of our Sisters in Hawall, Japan, Man-
chukno, Horea, China and the Philippines, thess are
naturally anxious days for us, though we know the
Sisters are in God'a keeping. By choosing to remsin
with their.people in time of distress, as Catholic
Missioners have always done, they are doing God's
work ard we are confident that Our Lady will be
near to guard and guide them.”
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The Pape not only talks about peace He does the
works of pzace, while the was blazes on.

One of the Vatican's less publicized offorts is that
of locating the whereabouts of prisoners and ref-
ugees for their relatives.

Time reports: “100 priests snd laymen work ten
hours & day as laisgn between- prison camps and
watried relatives a! home, helping locate misting
soldiers; so far thay've found nearly 20,000."

The Kegister contsins this significant item:

“A young Boston Jew. sccording to the Tramscript
of that eity, tried for manths to dizcover whether
his parents were still alive in Poland. The U. 8
State Departroent sought to locate them, but failed.
' "The American Red Cross also did not succeed. He
. wrote ®, letter to the Vatican In a few weeks, he
¢t had 4 veply, giving him the town and street ad-
dreéss where his parents are now living. The grate-
ful yourg man was not ansicus for publicity. The”|
Transcript had & hard time getling the story and
omitted Bis name. ‘I don't like to mention it around
much,’ he sald. ‘Tt might get the Pope in wrong if
‘{’;enple found out that he had done 5 favor for a

ew. "

It is up fo use o uphold the srmx of the Pope in
his prayers and works for peace. We might use the
powerful prayer of St. Catherine of Siena, that
mighty champion of the Papacy:

“Turn, © turn, mefeiful Fathieér, thy compassion-
ate regard upbn the Church thy Spouse and upen
they Viese. Hide h :

ercy &o -that the evik-minded aud proud caririot |
hurt -him.  Enlighten those who conlend against,
tiim snd the Holy Spiis and thy omnipotence. Heal
by his means gur infitinities, et Bim instFoct those
sabjest to him, and &tfinct also the wibelieving
with the Church's celestinl vdle, Let Him offer to thy
divine inajesty the fruits of eternsl saivatvor. Let
bim not xrow weary in oxfrying thes standsrd of
the holy Tfoss. and_let him draw to thy deivice the
whole Ghiverie. Do Thow. eternal God, supreme and
everlasting Godhead, in thy Hght let light be seen,
and I huthbly beg of Thee to infuse, that Lght into
Evity crestare that possesses the gilft of reason, but
specially on our Holy Father, thy Vicar, that fe'
imay becoriie at thy hsnds sh  image of thyslf.
"Manilest the lové Thou bast for thy Viear. O God
suprimély govd, we affer- Thee odr lives: render
thér 1913!22'"! in extending thy glory. Amen,™ ’
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: Resignation

The struggling lumen will

Which likq a ¢haling stesd I8 n'ar at reat.

Her tyrant ls the wotld,

Her proud cspaxison lx Interwove

With mocking gems that satan hath Impearied

Of emmy fame, {alsr optnferis, spuricus love.

Ohb, h me, fiattering world,

She gonds poor merials, then mad shouts of {aaghter

In savage cademcs hurled,

When they hawe fallin, she sends in malice afler.

- Why should wen eraye allegikies, .

Vassalage {

o powear aoeuried?
Dy brocase of Calad [ieedom phasion hursed?
romis of Talse fivedon nu
\r\{s Uniw whate'er W erave

N ¢ ¥tave Y *

Their minhiry Lo us must actds de ended.

“The humisn will by ﬁeg

Calmly sudjected ta (he Wil divime,

Ix tiks the lightntajs that e trmce

The Wiz 6f nations o'er Ske sukle lne.
Perfectrd by Gods grave ey

Mado strong Wy sweel auhmdsalen, e awift pinlos
Empowers My s embrice :

The gloricus spivere of charity's deminion,

A Father's genthe hand,

Directs, controls xnd animates her course,

¥ree, beesun loviag Hia benign commay

‘There fn no check 1o ber unwearfed force!

* A heavenly Father's hand

Hl¥ who gave NMfe, augments ber haly viger. /
Tranqull, hor powers expand,

And thrive replemished, ‘mid time's wasting rigor.
Her treasure is above: :

What matter then to her the buffeting

Of buaer elanents. In chedrful fave

She greeta alflictions keen, all griefs they bring,
Bocause her homet abdove

Beholda thwm strand by strsnd, Wursting her feller.
His tendernein te prave,

God wiakes Himsell in worie gweet senne her debtor.

EDITORIALS

(Continued from Page 18)

the great Fueyelical that-vestored St. Thamas and s weitings to Uwe
place they deserved in the schaols of the Chureh.  Scholasticiah
ander him bad & rebirth ameang students and scholars,

A relatively short life in & century that gave man & wliglous and
teamed name to the Church. marked Thomas of Aquinasa Doctor of
the Church for all time. His writings for seven hundred years have
bern & source of protection to the teachings of the Churels axainst
every encmy - no doctrine b has not explained with all the elearnesa
a gixlvd mind could furoish. no attack ke has not met with compell-
fng logic. In thefr original form, in their arigmal composition, his
Summa Contra Geotiles and his Summa Theologica, are still in use
in every Catholic Seminary.

The wental glants Cod tias raised up in His Church, mes who as
masers of lagic, glorious exponents of the reasoping power, are be
tween Faith and Heaton, should be kept elose 1o ux. All that they
mean, all that they have done, can help ue only as we know them and
their works. The Feast of S, Thomas Aquinas comes in the first week
of March, to remind us of all we owe o this Yaser of the Schools.
May he as Patron of Cothslic Schools help us 1o know the import.
ance of thesr institations, Belp us 16 faater them, help us g g9 them
for ourselves and for cur children as the arvepted medium for tha
training of the mind thal shall enable us to hnow God's world through
& thorough knowledge of God's teachinga.

THE MONTH OF ST. JOSEPH

March is the Mpnth of %1, Joseph He is the Patron of the Universal
Church, the Patron of 2 Happy Death, the Madel of Workingmen,
the Saint of the Christian Home. To all. St Joseph is dear. His
bumility invites us 1o comxe «<lose 1o him, his holiness urges va to
imitate him. Closer 1o Jeaus than anv other Saint save the Blessed
Mother, St Joseph has & wondrrful power of inleterssion thet we
should make constant ne of.

Where so many are working harder than at other times bmus\a%; They deserve cur pity. not our hate,
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[Fight Fire

With Fire
.Yﬂxn" m M. ,Gmll‘ C”. 1
*An eyw for an eyw o tooth for a toolh, a

far & life™ ix thé ancient Biblloal ex&r;man for wga
the Remane culled tox tallenls, the W of rataliation,
Our Baviesr abrv%ﬂqd hat “Iaw,* But untll Hix
tma it seermx to have Been consldered leghimate,
1t fa & satirsl instinet I man, Cur Hest Ihipule

{ s ta “glen the. sther fellow a3 good 3 he xenda® df
o » % ‘ :

{: S trved we ahsll M oruel:

B remsraelens; if e
couventions of clvilived saciely, wa (80, ML 14Ast for
the time Walng ih dealing with mm.’ﬁém tr:\':&rt!::

the bay

It a gangsier, for example, having » | b
Fand Iy meveilen to the uh’:tm &‘n:uxn“lg In ne
who have ne means uf acil-gelense, proleniging thelr

vy did finally sioeting them down- T vald blood,
by the Instinet of sur naturs we fesl that when the
police ehleh up with ksim, they shonld del with his '
I the weame way he has dealt with otbern.  Harnging,
we 32y, {s ton good fer him, tos qulal, 164 cuny, tog
mnw&!i;‘ muat. :;4 Lletiured Nm‘n‘w m; tarturd

tﬁ i E ' » '* 1 ’ - v"
MT:ﬁik:tsr m‘ﬁm fumx," T {“'m:

s sexie Inninet rises from 4 sriwiet’

S;F&: of sur aalrs to tie mﬁ&'wﬂ’?} 1:??%&:‘
I xsm’y chiich Uhe talon wa will ehiick 1he"

:ﬂw g: it thay go In ter mxf e, we will e
ﬂ than they; o
S Saprs "0 vy 1 e Tt

z‘mn." we will shiow them that we are (he supers

Oley thire la no end te this surt of (hing.
W would xo sn and on until wi, sx wall an hey,
wouki once agaln rival the oelginal Moux or svasn
Uie beasts of the jungle. Whelher o ‘mt tha hypothe
esle of wvolation of man from the animsd 05 tiue, we
cecognine that we can be ax cruel as tigers It we
tet quraelves go.

In » motion plcture- ¥Frank Bock', ¥ (hink —thurs
i n terrifylng Incident of the fight hetween a tiger
and & biack panther.  Terrifylng but Oucinating.
Looking at R orice reailues that I men xs In the big
catx of the jungle there 18 a sousre of lereifle fes
v?:“ga.n :ﬁ'l:a‘gmlmmn that we fn.l,hthc ’f’sct that

TH our eyes away or 3hut tham, hut
keep them glued to the pléture fs evidences (had
somewhers In the depths of our osture i « king
of joy and satisfaction in cruelly. I say we have e
recognize that this ferocity exiats in huraxn nature
Just as we have to recognize, though it shames s,
thal there are sther beastly passlons withis us, cons
stantly secking an outlet. -

That selentific pyychological fact expluine 1 Dsinde,
why tiv populstions of Lomlon® and Liverpos] and
Coveniry fell like desmanding that the It A, X
should not canfine itself to the bombing of docks
and railroads, munition factories and aviation flolds,
but would wreak indiscriminate vengeance on the
?eop}b of mwni;wﬂc argument wne, “They vio-
ate international . why shouldn't we, they mur~
der non-combatants, women, children, why shoulda's
we! they bowmbard our hoxpltals Blled with the helps
lesz, the sick and the dying, why shouldn't we
bombard their Hospitadz? If it comes to Kchracks
Hohkel we will out-Schrackiichkelt hem!”

T have sc often, in tuls “colums and elsewhiers,
taken p e argument against seinlintion and in
favar of the Coepel tenching, (st 1 s Rappy to
atep aaide this Instanes and permit iwy other
clergymen 4o have their say. )

The Rev. Johin Haynes Holmies of the Commuinit
Church, New York Uity, wald recently that fhg
United Btates must résist (he temptation “to deacend
to the lovel of the Nazix #nd the Jepancse and fght
It out on thelr own savage (Erms . . . By thué fghte
Ing w8 our ensmies fight, we arg making ourselves
over into thelr Hkeneéss. If thix Is done, then ehint~
ever our military victories the enemy will have won
the war . . . Unless we guard our sculs an though
from death HasH. we shall bo scorning the Sapanore
as yellow helliss, yellow devils, members of soms
despisgd, inferior and contemptible race . . . The uns
happy people of Japan have heen misted, betrsyid,
impoverished and enslaved by their military maiicrs,
ey (he

the defesse nveds of our country, St. Joaeph should be neres to our~jwolor of their skins, they are our brothers”

men as their Heavenly Patron, the Patron of Workers. During the
month of March it were well to begin every task with & priyer to St
Joseph, to end every day with a word of thanksgiving to him. Kerp
bim near you as you work, have himi close 1o you at the mill or at
the hench, give a touch of xomance and religion fo your lsbors as
vou pictadk beside ypu the Cyrpenter of Navareth; ihe workingman
who labs¥ed forJesif and Maty. ,

HE WAS TRANSFIGURED BEFORE THEM
Peter and James and John bad faith in Clivist. ~They kmow He was
the Son of God. Peter had given voice to that faith Tor himself and
for the twelve at Casﬁ:c;»?hﬂ{i;}pi‘w”fhw art the Cheist, the Son
of the living God.” Clote to Hiin every day, hearing His word, be.
holding His works, Peler and His companions had added sisiiranice
of the Divinity of their Master. Yet 1o fheir eves He had tie appear.-
e of an ordinary majy; wothing comld they «ee in Him that de.
:chd the majesty of His divinily.
Then Jesus took then o & I:i‘gl’; mouniaiin, away from their fellow
Apoétles, to be transfigured before them. The humblesies of His |

human appearance twas lo give way to the glory of His divine pres T

ence: “His fare did «hiti¢ a5’ the vin, and His zarments became white
as smws,” Two great Plophets of thie Ofd Festament appesed with

Hiniz sod the voice of fhe Fuiher came Trom a brighi dloud=Thiz.}

is My beloved Son, in Whom J aim well pleaseds hear ye Hine!™ The
memory of that sight was th sty withi them: the mefisory of thiose
words was never to fade aw?-
Christ was azuin 1o be tranisfigured, bnt this time inte & Man
Sorrow, would call for all shee strengih that the Travsfigucatione ¢

give to Peter anid Jiames and Jobn, A :

Miy the wransfigured Chrsst be with sk iy these duys of Letlis 16

of

encourage us lo perform works. of penwice, to add 1y thein works of |

religion, 1o conwerate thef
the tra

A Plenkey indulgence, once a month, if suid . daily.
éﬁuxyl?gn.‘ Nov. 15, w2y . ,Ay,

K]

~

| for, w10 e heget™ !

cuted Christ cline to us, we cary say duily: “Lord,
) i v ( S .

¢

The .days of sotrow. ahead when §

with.scts of fovk and devotion; Keeping

PR N o

Ansther clefgyman who has kept hir head and
remembered hix Gospel in spite 6f all provocation
to revenge and relaliation 1k the Rév. Willlam C.
Kernan of Scarsdsle, New York, He wrole rocently
o lis papers an eoquent later Trom which 1-guote
& couple of wenténces: “Fhe counitry wilt be showing
wivdons -and & -commendable chielty ¥ 1t turis
deaf gar to thove Who ire how 2limo 'rint;;;fﬁr ratalfa-

tion ngalnst Jupandss in Huﬁﬂi?g’g- dfifornis for

the mistreatenént of white pesdl Lhe actupyli
Japinese Torees tn Manila . . History and the ggrﬁ
Iaw leath ui

: i Lhat vengensive 18 s dnsatiabie vice. It
chnnot be TnUied Scant A% ihe expenme of e
very people whe smploy it It secven Hokood cause.
It kdorne no hofiorshle Siale. It cavifiof add fu the
slightest dexree o America’s ength In the siceon-
ful grosetatson of the wae, While 3t can add ms~
Lerially to the slteady Bedyy burden of bitternoss of
which the smtions mst ¥e rélleved. The apirit of
vengeaiice fiky £6 be bioian at-xome point by projle
wha are morally great esolitticte Be capable of sus-
talntng & victtiour effort Againet -evil withiout be-
comiing: infanvolk themselves, This 4 exaltation, in.
deigld;n}s‘w Thit rightsousness which  exalteth &

Five Years Ago--
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