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February 19, 1942

== Sursum
Prayer Iy
War-Time

By Rev M. Gillls, CS.P,

Here & phenomenon: an entire column by a
atafl writer on the editorial page of The New Yerk
% on the subject of prayer. If this be an indl.
cayjén of the trend of thought in war time, one may
¢ that the war is not an absolutely unmit! t.td
mity. The writer. of the column, “Topits o
‘Times,” says It I3 not strango that “in days lnden
with grief and danger men should pray more than

ordinarily.” He speaks of Lincoln In the desperats | B

daya just before Gettysburg, and quotes Lincoin‘s
wards: “I have been driven many times to ‘my kneek
by the overweiming conviction that 1 had nobedy

else to go to. My own wiidom arnd that of all about

me seemed Insuficient.” We are not to suppose
Linceln turned to God only when and only because
he could get no guidance elsewhere. But like sl
men, and like ourselves, he was driven to God with
special force when things grew desperate.

The writer of that column also refers to a state-
ment of Lincoln that is not g0 well kriown, It se¢ms
that on the &ve of c«:u.yabnrg the Prnident mn&o
what he himself calls "a solemn vow” to st b{
God (I suppose he meant to be falthful to G‘od)
God would stand by our boys at Getiysbury, Cath-
olics especially can understand that kind of prayer.
We are accustomed to the making of not » aolemn

vow (which we should not make without the cen-.

sent of our spiritual director? but a solemn promise
to do this or that in return for some divine favor,

It s no doubt easy to find fault with that kind
of bargaln between man and God. It could be in-
terpreted as an attempt to bribe God or to cajole
Him, and there might possibly be in the back of
one’s head the idea of rynning out on God (s to
speald) if God doesn't give us what wo ask. How-
aever, there Is no need of belng over-critical with
people who make bargains with God 1t s very
human. We all do it. And we know by our own
exporicnce that we don't cenxe to serve God becauge
He somotimes seems to fail us. In our hearta is the
sontiment expressed by the patriarch Job, “Though
He alay me, still will I trust in Him.”

But Jet's get away from such sermonixing and
come back ta the fact reported by the writer in The
New YVerk Times. The fact
of whom have not been too faithful to prayer when
all went well with them and with their country,
are now praying fervently and with faith. 80 much
to the good

In that newspaper column I find one idea that I
have often used in speaking and writing, especinlly
to non-Catholics or to unbeliovers: “Simplicity for
the time has replaced artificiality.” How many times
have we priests tried to get that truth into the heads
of those who imagine they have reasons--logical or
paychological reasons- for not praying. ey are
victims of the artificiality of the civilization in which
they live. Leave a man alone, don't clutter up his
brain with skeptical philosophies; let him act just
as he would and ax he docs when no allicistle or
agnostic professors stand over him to tell
he must not pray; let a human being be human, and
be will pray

The celebrated psychologist William James said in
one of his boolm, *Some people give us reasons why
we should pray, others give u=z reasons why w=
should not pray; nobody seems to remind us of the
réal reason for prayer. we pray because we are
made that way”
straightforward, natural, uninhibited, we pray.
we bhecume affected, unnatural, artificial, wg ;
to pray. You may try out that truth. It
tried out over and over again since
man commenced. In calamify’, in da
death, in a terrible trial a man j
tively. It is only when he bec
that he pretends not to believg
as natural as breathing. Tt d
soul.

Now that the war is gufff nd later when the tragic
facts of war will be pfftight nearer to us, we shall
shed our sophisticgin and our artificialily We
shatl get ack to are and back te God. We ghall
pray. [y .

Sd. thmxks ¥ thnt wrifer in the Times. Thanks
espacially foxftls gignificant sentence, “8implicity re-
places arti m ity
v byri ht, 1942. \XC.W C.)
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Ftve Years Ago—-

—in the tiles of the CATHOL!C COURIER

From Feb. 18, 1937. Edi!i(m

Missioners from home were met in the Orient by
fhe Rev. Johin M. Duffy and the Rev. Lieo C Mooney
of Rochester enroute around the world, it was told
in a story sent by Father Mooney to the CATHO-
LIC COURYER by clipper mail In Korea they vis-
ited with the Rov, Pitrick Cleary of Ithaca, Mary-
knoll missioner. In Shanghal they met Sister Mary
of Qur Lady of the Sacred Heart nee Auna Willig
of Rochester. In Hong Kong they were me? by the
Rev. Charles P. Hilbert of Rockester, also 2 Mary-
fonoll missioner.

* L 3
Az tension mounted’ in Mexico, Catholioz forced
the reopeniing of churches im Vera Cruz following
the mmng by poli& of two persons attending &
destifie AL the same time hope was ris-
in Weshington citcles for settlement of the tense
Mexico cvhurch quesx'ﬂba;

Comialeuz!y rodecorated and remodeled. St Thers-
saB Church of Stanley wis reopened with speclad
services to Tnark Rs G’lsg anmnmm

Attorney cheltus ODe:\ executive chalrman of

Elmira Catbolic Charities) was named thairman of |
the annuodl Eimm: Community Chest campaign-

‘The darkest Ixonr in any mans fife is when he
sits down to plan how to get money without earn-
ing ft.—«H‘moe cmrey

- of ‘I‘hy peaae mm ts goud. and. T am

* sure. that it old Indy i the picture, as wéll as the
. Bitle fellet, knew what ihst peace wag - 3 dlean |

m«\% E.in Citholic Fn-:-mn Journal.
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that tHe people, some

im that !

Precisely, When we are simpi ]

, mth worilsof M

“i rratrm should help ‘s - meet Satan's temptatians i the T Ywe
mansres rolated of G heist in this Gospel for the Find Sanday in Eent.

b Hin cloxing words may stand fov ae av & constant seply 1o every|
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Little-Known Facts For. Catholics

TRANGE

By M | MURRAY

e o

First in Wnr. The enffy has assaile
found us so giwen to

lines to nmtrb their,
vur battles have |
ours up lo now.

& et the xpi
unfasling
today §
ing

fips have been sunk, our men have died,

¢ not now Firs in War!

rt'.i:ti’ t Roosevell s in the might of America respond:

all who asail fem. America aroused answers the call of dmy
encnries shall v in the ultimate reporl that she is Firsl in War,
May the Bir@day of George Washingion be the inspiration to all
Americans to €lee the foture bravely and intelligently. Absolste co-
aperation with Jbur leadets in promoting the highest productivity of
our industrial
. <hip. the quu‘k
and amxious to

Top?

ar! He was Firsl in Peace! May his spirit hel
for the world a cessation of conflict that will mar

!

l us to be First
: us to make read
1]

" in Peace!

our country anxfng ofl the mitiorns as the Champion of Liberty, First

i

AND ,THEE TEMPTER CAME™~ " —

i The devil knows when to tempt man. He comes when we age weak.
:' sound most enticing.

So Be come to Christ, whien hunger showed its face after The fast of
forty days and forty nights. The Buman rature of Clirist was erying
5 aut for nowriskament,. No food, no drink, for forty duys and nightas
i no amswerto the body’s awinl cabt for sustenance, The natoral homan
! vesrning for food, for needed support of life. Sstan in doubt as to
! the dignily of Jesus, wondering if He were troly the Son of God, tries |
' Him first with that lemstation Usst would appead to his hunger.

proack. Tumaterial emptations He sy look to our huoun appetites
and offer us the unlawfol opporfiinity to meet their demands: he can

appeiftes ne is Tawful, *

spiriteeal Tood. Forlj d:g

souls yieed, Prager fas n absenit, hegring of God's ward. hu Joen!

yith
ve us, 3 hen the decil i"ﬁﬁwi

ramerits Jecking: we wd angry,
all the-spiritua¥ food Cod' p?m

power, were saggrated to. Him. Axidl the devil then as tediy s ready

oly Writ to holter sip his temptations, -

trmptation: Begone Satan: ﬂie ldﬁ‘& Cmi thzh tllmx ad:m:, tmi ﬁ'
| ondv ﬂmh thows servel® -

[

-:»),‘:“,<,M.hw e A s —ﬂy}\“ gon

umun mms

Coppright, 148, N © W © dewm Sorvir.
4\ .

A‘inlp uum u"?‘"
‘ read the

K in treacherous lashion, has
ways of peace that aur material
Een suficiently developed along war

bt on wneven terms: victory Las not been

‘George Washington still rules over America! His
axz@ his absolute trust in ultimate victory. are reflected

is call efmeet the foe. Man-power and produetive power are

given now tfthe ane all, the call to defend onr liberties agxtnnt
Her

Jants, the fastet desclopmem of tank and plane and
t possible preparation of an ammy of free men ready
teserve for America that freedom firet won for her
by George WasHinglon. He was First in War! May his example help

encd din spisit. when our defenses are down, when his appeal will]

So Satan cornes to s, He lovies to find us woakened for his ap-}

nat be hothered with any Allempy, 16 offtsr s such fu!ﬁiment of ﬂ}m@ ‘

N

But much more Irequently doea he &;tpmach s mm spxmml {iven . L
teraptations. He finds us I:m ;ry, Bevanse we hive desicd omsslyes | WeAtd thy
tid siighits have we fasted From things or e B S

avoided, meditation fixs lwdmxg mtmmg, seception of Hix Sace
twafly hungry, after sveiding

Othex wmp:ammm Satan pit Defore-Cliviste vainglory,” bt forf *

g e ‘...-‘,...,...«5.-;“~7.:' -

Book | |
Reports

‘ ." Rav, -’“ m m\' i
Introducing Father Francis X. Connolly'n roview -

‘W!nimvpt in clently ain Aitlmpl to define the -

| Amcrl(‘:m\ wu' of lito through w hiography of {
M Maraton £ and of th c?: home, « love mu'::
. et on ::‘ ln hend on the voaat of Malne. M

conjured an Idesl family, Rellgls ofv,
m lnmmw, hey au Iar r:’mm:u ot ith;q
Mieinesis’ world: and the corry uonx at
2 aubutb-. hlmx\d # Hohomlan tnmny and
u:t] pﬁr«k 12:3’:""’?‘ g ;rhn::’
tin. orm Al -
mants with .cbohﬂy folk” Aum ﬁmpk ﬂahltr:ltlg.‘
Toorais Chrlatian tradition. o a Tret
n Christian on, K8 el

3 af.' &mé tmuu

T eatant lIady proleisor uudmtﬂn 3 m
m&gm": . ”r»’%“ "mli l 1 l uu
Py olle nuw, meat sympathatica yr
the idea of premoting soms of W W

visws on life and eduoation.

. “Wor some tmoa not gquite

»ig. Mun han Moth
Adrienny,; nilued the vietim :
War I morily, give hirih (o & ohil

senvent.
| The circumstances are unréal to & litmuly Fidiows

Jeus degree. Eventually thw baby & depotited Wyt
Mother Radegund with her frkh:&, the Marstonx,

| an evidenee, wa presume, that nunk are hmdmmb

ed and human. This unfortun :a Japae: o, . fowd
from the common American | tarity touuml;w
sex. Miss Chase apparently felt that she win e
ing dramatic when she wax slightly sophoemorie”
(Quoud from tha Catholic Bosk
Conuwenwenl tdilors eannlly guve
cuue't novel to u nun for revisw, Bister Mariella,
O8.B, returned & sympathetie report without {aks’
ing the exception noted by Father Connnlly, Of the
convent phaies of tha book, she wroles
{, “As memorable ax the nuns in Kate O'frien's:
‘Land of Splces’ {s the charming humanisd, Mothse
Rndeguml conspicuounly morae Intelligent than holy.
ss Chasa knows her convents. Eve:ythln from:
the painstaking, unoriginal handwriting” ul’ nluterl
to the pros and cons of traveling wlﬂ: clergy-fars
book: has been sccurately ohserved.”

And that is all, Nol & word, you s, o
incldent which Father Connolly found so ridicuously
unresl. I make no decision. But It scems (o me
that i & nun was not offended, we noadn't balk
about {t.

A

Father Jmeph McSm‘!cy repom on Jobn Gunther's
Inside Lalln Americs:
. aften well

Cn the credit alds: wolovial writlng .«
informed.

1) often \‘mmciai exngyorats

2 Latin Amar cany prolests have

Of the debit side:
ed, inaccurate.
p come In 'on the book's inaccuracies.
There is strony biss axainst the Catholic w}igiwn,
The suthor favors tho phirase *“violently Cﬁhnnc,
xnd ussumes that the crippling of Cathollcly
necsssxry preliminary to the complete rehahilf mtlon
of South America.

Comment: “Those Latin-Americans wha are sl
ready disposed to entertaln sugpicions of the United
States and to place more trust in the countriex which
helped Catholic 8pain in her hour of distress, will
not be reaksured hy iho books of nmien llke John
gxzﬁ;hcr (From The Catholle World; Decsrohar,

A propos of cmauc Pms mmm. Pw Carngn
in the c.un-ent issue of MuryRnoll's excellant The
Fiesd Afar gives us » thmely reminder of the carly
hlstory of Citholle defense by wien of Telbdry., Hoie
of the world's firat booky writtes to spresd the
Christian iden, were: Justin Martyr, Apoisgy, A. D.
150; ‘Tatian, urse ts e Greeks, A. . 100‘
Athenagoras. Plen for the Chrixtiums; A D 177;
Theophiluy, Three Books ts AutelycMus, A,ﬁ 180;
Eplatie to Diametu*. A D 190} mm!ciut Felix. Oe-
taviey, A, D. 162; Tertulllan, Apoiom'&:, A D IW“
Origen, True Discourse Against Celsus, A, D. m.
Lactantits, Tnstifutes, A. D. 3i2; Saint Augustine,
e Clity aGM.A.D 15428,

“Let's stop defending, Laot's tike-the fesdi’

That i3 Mr. Cosmon's ples to us Cutholics. He
proposes tires avenuey of action.

1—~We nvust, ve. We must five rlchly and m.-ll
our life of faith wnd good works.

2-We niuat l%k We must influenice athiery by
word of monuti. Nothing can atrile Hinl Gettey thiah
R eI e or hulp b6 sprend wha

* miist wrife or heip to apre t is weit~
tert, How dbot paseing amundpyour LHPIEE u?“
CATHOLIC COURIER, of tholfe Wearker, af
whatever other Catholie mngxzinu you et .. .
wmong uihkr less wetive Catholles . .. smong none
Catholics, Pe sowors of the séed ihat vob hesrd
.about .in the Cospel on Smiegisima Sunduy, § dow't
know of any mors exeiting advesture than to plant
good. ideak I dther wpeople’s brads, efther by divest
fword or by Brosdesxting the printed word Only
the Guoal hidvest of thy good thnt e
k- Trom your. sowitg

i tﬁis: mkction, Bil«iw Bﬂiﬁa 13l wa the -
d&teui of & eldior iy the fost World War, with no
- brand of. teliglon at ail, who allowed Bimself 1 be

rf- s ,ﬂieq! wi ut revealing the gullty peisot.

14 an officer whio wis the father
; f;zem:e;s fie Bimesait ﬂ;ﬁga e i&ea;; relne
;3 6 otif e g :;'a

"ot “Greater Jove than ﬂtxfs it
tead, and.he took
glbus

. ‘ﬂg{mmmaﬂy; mmy day.
W—mﬂu’

;ot wuuhwen. current best-seller by Mazy Kllen -

Claw Nawalsttar) -—
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