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WOMEN'S NEWS

The Close of a Triduum

By MARGARET B. GERALD

place 1a the beautiful new others ag well as upon the grace of \ her - g  shind
qof- Our Lady of Lourdes' God. &

churgﬁ

in Elmira, the time is the eve of ' PERSONAL PLEA

ther Feast Day and the occaston,
the closing evening service of the
triduum. conducted by the Bishop'
of our Diocese The framo iz a fit-
ting one. the beautiful simplicity
of the walls, whoso only decora.
tions sre the exquisite portrayals’
of the road to Calvary, trod by thc
God Man on the day of His su-
premie sacrifice. The picture, the
focus of al}l thoughful eyes, is the
perfect repilca of the grotto of |
fourdes, which forma the back-
ground for the main altar

The statue of our Lady, dasxling
white sgainat the dark rocks,
seems to smile In Jovely benedice
tion on the simpls pessant girl,
‘who reachod auch beights of sane-
tity that she has boen canonized
By Holy Mother Church. But the
graclous beauty eof our Blessed
Lady is slxo reflacted In"every cor
ner of the Church that is dedicated
ts her, and the smile ts for you
and for me. who kneel At her fect
andplesd for her protedtion. Many
of us will never wjoy the privi- !
Jege of a visit to lhe original
Bhrine of Lourdes, But to.us, has
not oltr Lady given & priceicas sub-
stitute.
COMPLETES PICTURE

Linger with me, until I complete
the picture, framed as our Blessed
Lady would have wished (t to be,

with an absence of grandeur and

Iavish dispiay. His Excellency, the
Most Rev. ~James K. Kearney, is
delivering his closing message to
these devoted followers of our
Blessed Mother Quite in keeping
with the beautiful simplicity of the
scene  are the words of the Shep-
heed 1o those membess of his flock.
who were priviiged to hear him on
that oceaston.

His words bring us very closs to
the reality of Lourdes and remind
us that we had just completed the
recitation of the fifteen: Myxteries
of the Holy Rosary. which we
could offer to our Lady of Lourdes.
asking of her the future welfare
of the paPish And cur Bishap con-
tiniges. I hepe
here. for this your first triduam in |
your new church will mark the in-

auguration of a strong devotion to

that Wy comiIFE,

“And so today.” he said, "wo see |
a trmendous wave of devolion to
aur Blessed Lady.” Relating & pere }
sonal experience, he told of u Htle *
girl of nine yeara of age, who was
. 80 horribly mangled in an accident,
that an amputation was judged the

only means of saving her lile
i Plu:sng his confidence In sur Bles-
+sed Lady, our Blshop, who was
then s young priest in New York
‘Cll.y. tald the atory te the congres

tgation, who came o Bls ohwirdh ; °
that evening for October dévo-
tlens.

Aware of the personul gualities
of our own petitions, we wére
sturticd to hear him repeat the
gxea which he made that night to

is people. The child was pnot
known to most of themn; they hud
their own particular ntentions, but
filled with & great ardor for the
need of thip little xirl he begged
them ta pray that she might be
given the chance for a normal

sed Lady adds the final touch of

§ln:mty 1o & perfect panorana.

We bowed our heads, pledging
, anew our devolion to Hix Blessed
! Mather, our Lady of Lourdes, ax

wo gased {n awe, at His angwer to
g\ monstrance,
the “frame” for our Bacramental
Tod.

And »o we say n triduum closes
ah ne, for who e¢an 30 state,
when the graces granted through
her Intercesalon diiring those three

days will reflect In us and ours,
God willing, throu fh many of the
years to came. Lile may close for
some of us before ancller Feast
Day, but in eternily, will we not
know why and how we made this
first triduum. te Qur Lady of Loure
dea, in her Church in EKimira.
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peration waus not performed, The
‘little girl recavered because our
, Blessed Lady ssawered the chal- !
-lmxe of thoss uniclfish petitions.
And in closing, aur Bishop said,
“The only motlive that eould Mring
,you here is your sincers love for
Our Lady of Lourdes. This parish
shiould be characterized hy a strong
tendor jove for her —and finally I
place in your hands. on this the
eve of her feast, the sweetest thing
“that God has given His creaturex
|a truc tove for our Blessed Lady.”
, And so the triduum, which was

solemnly closed the following
‘morning concludes the services on |
‘ms last evening with Solemn

Benediction of the Blexsed Sarra-
ment Do you notice the addead
‘glow of candies the bright lights
giving a new brillianee to the
, scene the white vestments with &
'touch of the blue of our Ladys
robe. and the soft rotes of the or-
gan. blending with the volcef of
the cholr and the congregution
1mtil then the picturs had Beon
perfect, and how could we add an-
other trace of heauty to 8- you
may well ask that question

Our Lady of Lourdes in this FENAL TOUCH ADDED
Chured and pasiah”™ - And my snswer (s only this as
“May I remind you' Rishop at the Wedding Feast during the

Kerarney continues, "that Our Lady
very defififtely said (o Hitle Barns-
dette, T want a church built
here . .
have built around her grotto a

And so in Einura, we

days of Our Lord's public ministry.
,oar Blezxed Lady sedmed, at thee
' moment to turn to her Divine Son.
‘atd leave the finishing touch to
‘Him Inte His Sacred Handa she

Chiiteh and at her feet we have . platrd the paint brush, to Him. she

placed an altar, where the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass iz offered.”

Reviewing the devotion to St Rita
and to the Little Flower, he point-
ed out that we are so skepticesl.
that the trend of our devotions de-
pends upon the experiences of

‘entrusted the master stroke that
would complete the portrait. And
as if to give to her. the best be-
loved of uil His creatures, the
chaoicest of Gifts, on this the eve
of the Feast of Qur Lady of Lour-
des. the Son of God and ocur Bles-
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Babies

1 walked up the hard stone steps
1t { aging red brick church his been

#f a downtown. Chicago church.
was Sunday, well past mid-after-
naon. The priest stopped out of the

arched door of the sanciuary to

begin the 10 owlock Mass, Chieago
ix considered, as its own Catholics
generally consider it as a 50 per
Lot Catholie city. There may have
been iwo hundred people at that
sr § counted twelve persons
twenty-five ysars of age and under.
The next Sunday following. irste

winds wers hlowing 'dust sround ! were picking them up again
my ears as I tramped down the

atreet of one of North Dakota’s
wind-swept, treeless, agricultural
towns. Two blocks fromt a tapercd,
wooden, ¢ross-crowned steople, I
found mywnell the part of a dhov-
ing erowd that asmbled =along--

alkiBg, lnugling and Yeading itsalf
ok &

past two Wenthie-best
that had for the presént gives ap
the struggle to cloue themselves.

Divide your world into heads twen:'|

ty-tive years under and over and
ecount thers in thal North Dakm
Cathalic Thuréh on Sundxy wnd

well have wyou vounted if you 60‘

fiet come out even.

And @ third Sunday. quite by
chajiee ifor | was not out
ing . statisties), I fournd mﬁ&f

seannthg ‘the growing greon puse e
tures and Small crop varied {atnms be

of ane of Wisconsin's remote sgri-
il ‘Fadtresves. In “bis

.- veis-dajryfand. Every Bl mile on’
2uEh ¥ide of the rond was & farm-|

dtead. Here neighbors were aeigh-
bota-tiy Jocation 33 well as by tra-
ditign. Here, it anywhete it Amer-
iu, m élm«m, ncm Qﬁ

corporate Sovenly yéars the tred;

standing -and not yet, and I pre-
diet never, “a ragged bexgar sleep-
ing.” Up four, worn, woodeit steps;
pust and beyond £ single wogden
door. I looked long for & place to

foand so easy to forgive, the dizw
tractions — babies were ¢ying In
their mothers’ arms, and babies
out of arms were dropping rosaries
ard prayer bouvks. and bigger ones

Ask the pastor of & Chicago par-
isi1, or & New York parish, or most
any big city parish, “How big is
yoar parish?” He will answer, =Y
don't know exactly . . . six biocks
to the #oith und seven to the
cast . . “ ‘Then go to the country
pastu: xmd ask him, “How big s

it 4 mamier familiar, and His ane
swer will be the best answer yEL
ever hesrd, “So many families.™
And gmt makes all the diffevence.
B e
?31‘ SCHOLARSHIPE  ~
Washington. - Thiriy-seven gfaé-»
uate scholurshi
i Catholie I.‘fmversf:y of Americs,
vilied at rgore ihan §
oftercd for the academde year
1942:43, thie Most Hev, Joseph M.
Caorrigan, Bestor of the Universis
. Mnadneta.
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