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By Rev. Benedict Ehmann

It is too bad that Native Sem runs berseck with &
certain sensationalism which makes it unfit for de-
cent people. Ob, not that decent peoople can afford
to forget that such things exist. But when we come
to cover the nakedness of our brother, it must be
with eyes averted.

I say it is too had about Native Son, because it
piainly sides with the angels, and packs = mighty
wallop (from all that the reviewers have bLeen say-
ing about it). And if we oppose it aa we must, o

grounds of decency. It will look us it we aro sid- |-

ing with the forcea of oppression to keep the li&
from blowing off of & mighly evil.

Catholics don't have to read the book or see the
play to get an cyeful and a soulful of indignatian
over the injustices to our blagk and brown hroth-
ers. The samo author, Richard Wright, has donc &
much better service in another book that can be
recommended, despite a Marxiap tutn in the text
hore and there. It ix called 2 Million Black Volres.
It lcaves one gasping. There's an old saying that
one-half of the world does not know how the other
halt tives. I might have had seme suspicions, tng
they were = thousand miles from the grim and
awful thing that stares out of this book mbout the
12 million Negroes to whom America has heon xt
best only a cold foster mother.

We muat pay attention. We cannot say So what?
The Baroness de Hueck told us in her lecture last
Sunday evening that we dont say So whast! when
we have a “atrep” infection in our finger, just be-
causo it's only our finger. Soon it's up to the clbow,
then up to the shoulder, and then the wholé body
is infected. The body politic will soon be riddled
with the cancer of rucial hatred. i we don't take
drastic steps naw, The iInfection is already up to the
shoulder 12 Milllom Black Volers is an X-ray ple-
ture which we cannot deny. We are hypocrites 1f
we protest against the cancer of race hatred among
the Nazis while we tolerate the same canecer in our-
selvesa,

Father Speer Strahan, one of the army chaphins
‘in Hawaii, &cnds back a most encouruging spiritund
report In this weel’s Conmumonweal. If all the other
news from that sector of the world is depressing.
here is news which is exhilarating

The day after Peurl Harbor, tho boys of his see-
tor came in scores to receive the Sacraments. “For
who could tell when death might again” appear inn
the sudden skich, or over the rim of this peaceful
light-filled ocean™  These confessions might be
their jast, and so they must not be hurricd angd
the men in line have to wait patiently “Germans
from Ohlo, Poles from Wechawken and Seuth Bend,
a quict, dark Frenchman from Loulsiana, & Hungs-
rizn from the shadaw of the Cleorge Washingion
Bridge, Ukranians from the cosl regions, a Catho-
lic Chinese from San Francisco.”

By mid-afternoon the last of the long Hne hacd
been heard. “Next, the Blessed Sacrament was
brought from the chaplain’s car, not in an ordinery
pyx, but in & parish ciborium. The men formed naf-
urally and knelt down. One of tbeir number Yegorz,
and all joined in the acts of faith, hope and love
‘Then, the Latin prayers sald, the priest wwent dowss
the line, placing the Living Bread upon the tongue
of each, and as he did x0, it seemed to him that
until now he had never understood why the Chureh
said ‘eustodist antmam tusam in vitam seternam.’
What better guard than Christ! Then Communion
being done, thé men recited tse Qur Father ard
the Hall Mary together, pausing slightly after every
phrase, as if to make it & more intimate pirt of
their consclousness ., , . "

Father Straban reports some poignant little things
which are lightning flashes on = dark landscape.

“Fgther, will you writeay mother a line, hers is
hier address, and please tell her I made my confes—
sion, and went to Holy Communion?” R

“Father, will you send a money order for meT
They need it, and I've help them so long, I wouldn’t
want to disappoint them now.”

“Father, when will yot come and hear our con~
fessions again?” 9

And bext of all, the soldier (little more than s hoy?}
who begged, “Father, let me go to Comumunion to-
morrgw, it's my birthday.” Laet Father Strahan teli
the rest of it: “And next morning, freshi from Holy
Communion, he was wheeled into the operating
room for what seemed only & alight stdexnl, yot he
died upon the table, and the priest, hucrisdly Sum-,
moned, had just time to anoint him with the single
uuction upon the forehead, as he breathed his Jast.
Arid as he lay pexcefdl in death, breast to breast
with God,” one noticed on his left shoulder there was
taftoved the onz word, ‘lucky.

Father Strsfian’s whole artlcle is a beam of good
hope from the war zome. All may not be well on
the military sector, But a hetter thing is happening
than what’ we found during the false and foul pesce
before the war. Men are finding thely way back to
God ot thelr knees.- Suppose our hopes of victwry
fade to Liwilight and darkness. Tt iy at wight thas
we Sep the Xtars, In no matter what darkness of
calamity or defeat, {Yod's candles will burn, and the
Hist will be radisrst on the altar, and the priest’s
wolce will prefiounce forgiveness—even though the
eandlesticks are botties, and the Hoxt is on a plain
table, and the priext wears the garb of the concen-
tration carhp.

Rend Father Stralian’s srticls to find put how mext
nre divcovering for themselves the real mieaning of
Cod's good hope dnd meroy. ¥t is entitied Hely
Cormumlen In Hawnil. It {y's two-colimmn artice an
pangs F96-31-298 of The Commenawes], isxiie of Feh.
6. You

brary feading table. Come in anrd read i sooh be-

fore you forgel (Cohumnbus Civie Centre, 50 Chest- |

nut- 8y

Quoto—End Quote

Men, even when alone, lighten their labor by song, |
however rude it may be--Quintilizn. : -

Nature lowes lelinre xnd pemce. but grace cannot
rest and esgerly embraces inbor. ~Imitation, - -

~

Ay fnd it on the Catholio Evidencé L3~ 'T‘life‘ﬂe’ina“'«“mcwil God that we bé not aumbered amony those wher |

Misfortunes come at night (when leust expected?. ' . Twant Lo ve a cowbey,
 =fimm’s Fairy Tales. .
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sonie hope for the future in its discoverys pérhaps one day the Church
will seo the light! Utterly incapable of discerning with the Church
that some things are eternally weong, can tiever become right, the

Planned Parenthiood Group gocs mierrily sabout its buainess of plan.
V-ning for fewer and’ farther-between parenthoods. Murder of the un.
« hom is non-the-less murder because it is called abortion: and making

it “therapeutic” lessens not its definite charncterization ss murder.

Q{ldl the rules of the PlannedParenthood Group, Abraham Lin:
coln's eonception and birth wonld -have feén banned. Poverty and
i and lack of Sromiae of two pros?éctive parents would have

ertainty to Banned Parenthood for them hiad the Plannen’
lowed. God hus planned parenthood in the past, God
?lmw it now: Awgerica and the world can be gladihat God's plan was
ollowed in the uthood. that miade itsell nmanifest in the birth in
= log cabin an Febriagy 12-of Abraham Lincoln, -

Names mean little, Justice and Godliness mean slt' Exil is in the
world and shall always have some sway. Temporal evil will never
be cured by sesort to moral eyil. Abuse of human nature and its
}Snwen- can never become an u&wblcvnr suitable or workahle cupe

ot human poverty and misfordunex Two wmnﬁsq’ﬂn necor make a

Towli

right. Earncst striving along God's Yiges for belterinent of hunn
conditions can and will bring blessinigs toghe world, Base surrender
| to practices that are unnatural ecan only add motal degradation to
the material ailments that aflict mankind,
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THE CRUSADE PROCEEDS

Crusaders originally were soldiers of the Church whoXaught ta re.
clim the Holy Land from the heathen. To the followers™of Christ
belonged by right the places that witnessed His birth, His p‘r)}z%hing.
His miracles, His death, His resurrection, His ascension. The enémjes

Crusaders were, therefore, bearets of the cross who ware dedicated to
give back to Christian men what the heathen had taken from them,

To give hack to men a vight view of Christ's world, which s so
ofien taken fram them by contact with a pagan world, is the work of
our Crusaders. News that records worldly arts, that hudes any refer.
ehee of these acls to elernity, that speaks of the world in 1he language
of the warld with an underlying philosophy that is all of the world,—
this is what men get from a secular press  The Christian view is
druied to them, the Christian philosophy of life is hidden from them,
the Holy Land of the Faith is kept beyond their reach.

Our Crusaders frght and strive to give back to themn the Haly Land
of the Faith, by placing our CATHOLIC COURIER in their homes.
As Cross-beaters for Christ, bringing the message of His passion, His
saving death, His abiding presence, His all-embracing merey, into
the homes of friends aud neighbors, our Crusaders Tiring back Inte
the possession of Catholic prople romethiug even betier than the
wlder Crusaders fought to retrieve for their contemporary Catholie
brethren. The Holy Land of Faith, the World for God, awsits those
who by aubscibing for and reading our COURIER obtain for thens
selves this priceless boon,

WARTIME PRAYER

Cities near and £ar have adopied the practice of Communit
for the duration. Methods differ, but the purpose of all is the same.
The method may he that of a minute given by the individual at<his
own convenience each day: it may be the public method in vogue in
Syracuse in which all traffic lights stand at red for one minute ot &
stated hour s & signal for all to turn to God in prayer. Our country
needs the blessing of God in this, her howr of peril. Our soldiers
and sailors, our President and his helpers, need the divine support
our prayers ean give them. Al parts of our diocese would prosper
through a program that would juin us in prayer with our Jewish and
Protestant neighbors for heaven’s blessing on our country and on
its xrms. . :

Brayer
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THE CARES AND RICHES AND PLEASURES

They have heard the word, they have gone their way into their
homes and into their pluces of business and into their farms, Some
are old, some are young, some ave in middle tife. They have heard
the word of God, the micssage of salvation. They have gons their way.
They have retained for « time some wemory of the wonl, pethaps
have tried- weakly 1o think about its memning. '

Thes come the cares and the viches and the pleasures of Tife: and
all hovighf of God’s saving word fades from their minds, The cares
of life: in the light of the struggle for sustenance, the sitempts to
increase ncome, to pay off the mortgage, to arquire a hettet job, to
sectire 2 compelence,—how can a man hind tirve for prager, for allen-
 tion 35 the call of salvation, for meditation on-God's word. When

riches comé to make a man so content with (he present, why shall he
ook to tﬁe.fmzm':: forget God's word, it may interfese with the freest
use and enjoyment of riches. And as for the pleysures of life, when
they are at hand, why suffet thenr to be dissipated
of the future; why allow them to be interfered with by thoughts of
duty, of right and wmn&: why perniit God's word to be dwelt oir in
such a way as 1o show the emptiness of these pleasures? :

Those wlo give i to the calk of cares, ploasures, rickes, yield no
frait. No fruit! No merit, no feward, no acquisitions of spiriinal
worth!  Too busy, 100 worried; too acrupied, to find in God's word
that suppoi that adone can ensble the soul to bring forth frutt imte

yield o fruit,

Ay Aimbiri | ru shoot, and funt, ang whisle,
.~y ‘f“,‘himm | Cheer all the folk with sowg:
: T want to be a cowboy—
Just happy it day long.

| Writen in wcheel i feun Mam
twoniy mimeries by David De M-
e, swe I3 yenrs, u pupil o e

i

With ‘iavs0, horse. and gur,
Yo ride “he rolling prafris
From diwn i1} set of sun.
- My borse, the mighty Pinte,
Y gallup far sway: .
Apd 1, the jolly cewhay,
| Astride Kim alt the day. -
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|The Effect of War "

vy ploomy thooghts |
¥ mude indelibly Smpruiive Ty the MM
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‘Beventh Grade of 3 Joba's. .
‘,Schﬂl, 7€ Kidge Rind Wenk Yy
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Upon Morals

‘Y Ravw m M. Glllls, TSP

The principnl herror of war i not In blouly cons
flct, nat even in the deyastation of citiny aml prove
inces. T would ga so far as to say that the principal
horror of war is not oven the possibility of the.de-
fear of the :(l‘lht and the trissmph of iyrnm\r To
the minty, and to Uinse who boak at sl Thinpm i tha
light of sterns! conmequences, the primcipal evid of
war i the desth an battlefelds of saldiers whe e
beforé God in the state of mortsl 4ln,

Booka trepandous things hiawé been said by graat
MMIM the evil of sy, I’,nrha{u» ik

1 strongest ta & sentemce from Cardlind Newman-in
the Lecture in Dithicwitics of Anglicans entiilad ‘e
cial State of Catholle Countriex No dice te the

holds that it were bejter for wuf and Emovn (s drep.

from heaven, fov the cirth ta (], xuet Tor ail the

mary millionswho are upen it 10 dis of starvat

ta extremist agony, so far mx tenipmenl aflictior
s, than that one sou), 1 will nat sy, sheuld e

m. but sheuld commil ons single vemial aln” -

_&nd o Catholle theologian weill Seclire (E untrie—
the Church would not consider I a gmin {f In-aky
war for the {reedoirt of & ceniitenl we of &

mortal sin of ane saldler, 1 Jeax the seader te aota
earsfully the wording of (hat sentence, and especials
Iy to concentrate upon {he plizae “necvisary pricd,
Thore are, of courss, »kllgf; who veeild 1&@ ::{;
where and In any elroum cey, Ba also
may sirs lose or not At wil fme barrackes who would
sin at home. Bome who resist the teaptations koth

ixh-American War ¢in which, by the way, 3
0 frw chaplaing) I have been im Mn:gwpqrh”n
it will not sound pharisaical Eo iy, horrified-.at the
report  of recklessness und domornlizatian In the
armiea~at the front of ynung follows whoe had bean
decent & ;k;ollximu at home. '
1 cannot hut be awnre thmt corlain poo'fla aven
some Cathallos, will call this feeling mmordid, ‘They
scem o think, Wwith a cestein cla of theolaglenl
theorists In Nranow durlng the last wear, thal if a
man dies bravely in baitle fos the right or eyen for
what he thinks to bo tue righi, his sink are autos
matiexlly cancelled. 1In effact, thome Ureoristy paened
to say that to dis in batile %’f » gooxdt :?uxp s ta
be n martyr. That throry witl wol standd, I a soldier
carouses the night before m batlle braeaks the Come
mandments of and dies i Balile without swes
eamental sbolution or withoul perfedt contrition,
we dars not map that by the wery act of dylng he 1
e T ncipat lottor Sor thine Who

The horror of war-—principat horeor for ¢ + W]
look st war, as they look at all things else, with
the eyes of foith-—is the thomglil that so msny who
have lived  cloxn pure godly life st Rome, xo wild
in the arghy and fn w0 condilion to meet thfr
Judge go suddenly out of this world.. ]

Thive I3 anothier phase of £he questien of moralily
and war, rather gifferent from the phiie I have
mentioned But nevarthtless am alifad subjest. T fnd
it quoted fn my favirite forelgii menthly, Blacks
triars, of London (Dicember, 1041 It ik from
Christopher Hollls: ‘

There are some who talk to us of the horrars of
war and bid us tolerste thexn becasg of the now
world of peace that we are o ehjoy wlen {f 1e all
aver. The immediste horrors of war sre corinienly
cxaggersted . , . But the rew) horrér of war is the
torrible moral reaction whipks univeral experience
shows always to come with tise concluntem of peace:

Blackiriars sdds this comment:

“War ftself is necessarily Biulalizing. Lesth an{l
bumas Butchery boeome a6 comiion® 83 16 Ye oAl
lously passed aver with a shrug of fhy alioulders
... At the beginnlng of the war Christisnity sxpetls
etced m briel revival fx peoipls ssught support- At
the firat shock. But churches wre éplying. again;
the frat rellgions renctions Frave wors off asd il
louness bs hardening the arterly of woclety wind 6
creasing erime snd selfshnesy, Howgver mikng bp-
portunitics it alfords us the prexent disorder ix a
very evil thing, & cancer that grows pexlighantly.”

The ges from Newinkn and Holily may well
be ihe subject of masditation. And of mction, it will
o well To Xeep them in mind whin you hear the
ery for more pritsta and more chakin Tof religlon
in the aymy. And it will ﬂ%‘n wall 16 Hijve thexe
thought In mind when you nERks yolir dally prayers
for the ma‘l ?it Ihe field of Mitde od jus pehiad
the betlle flel ] ‘ X
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Five Years Ago-» . .
. wlth ﬁuf&zmﬁf tfsac&'ﬂ-fmm ; "5!

T Wewms ek, 4, 1980, Kditles - o

Heeding the call to «id ®lolime o2 Ohle Rivey
valley Hoods, ‘ Rocisesier |
poured thosmands of dellses Into the Ao
Cross Tand. i « a

Amid scenies @nprecedented in the- B
iands, ouly Christisn country in the diiiftg?

ey Pupst, Tonkie. mpench the Thilty thid
Dougherty, Papst ite, spuned the Ah;
Internationat Bﬁ&kiﬁ?ﬁ( ;ﬁaﬁgﬂa T Mseln
;@f:enhnﬁ! e wccim lmhé#'ﬁgfgﬁdﬁjyr&ﬁ[
erime, whent refigion and mozality bbcame §. 4
and vitalizing Yorce in the Givek of pesily of
b R ind fotne Shint
; w05 the ditvsss knd fotmer- ehigpisin’
 Aubirn. prison, B & cadlo addri mwxfw
Yo the part he played in- the villien oP il
.t Futher Damfen, from the&wy\:ﬂany &b
mggm nstive Belgium, Presidient lhm il
vk wan presentsd with & medal ek
memorate the occa EntRLSon.
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Santlity of the Church.” Ho wmyi) ‘She ithe CH :phl .

of barrmcks and of citiex to wht!czn :{w w::&r:? p‘;: '
of Christ hnd seized them, had forbidden Christians access 16 themy, | barracks go for recreation. But tvit gincs v
had perseculed and murdered those wha aitempted 1o visit them, -

. 7
Catholina. of “the Toctsestey digceie
Howi Red

-

Obvisusly il that swaping atl!’amt e (U -

werld |
the necessary priee of victory would be: ihe death In

caxion, The Rrewntation wis made
W Fathrs of o Sacred Hew tm Belghim,
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