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January 1, 19*2 CATHOUC coctmt PAIISI Hflfl 
Rev. Dr. Owen B. 
How ^Democracy' Worked 
In A Many-Party System 

I have said that th* countries of 
Continental Europe have never 
knewn democracy as we under
stand It I mean, of course, de
mocracy as a system of govern
ment; for democracy is a way of 
lift not a form of national govern
ment and may exist and has in 
fact existed, better In monarchies 
than It has In some republics. It 
exlata best, I believe, where there 
la most local freedom; where, 
namely, the small local units are 
allowed to manage their own af
fairs Without Interference by the 
national government. The more 
restricted such local freedom is, 
thi- more restricted Is also personal 
freedom. The founders of this Re
public saw that and provided ac
cordingly. 

It would not be just to lump all 
the c o u n t r i e s of Continental 
Europe in the - same category in 
this respect. For this vicious many* 
party; system there are various 
causes In various countries. I will 
try to explain this at another timet. 
As a concrete example of the sys
tem let us take. Spain as It was 
under the monarchy. And what I 
say of Spain can, mutaUa mutaMMe, 
be applied to France, Italy and 
Portugal during; the same period. 

The government — the Executive 
•r Administration as we call it in 
thla country—depends for its life 
on a majority In the Parliament. It 
—the government, which Is also 
called the Ministry - is composed 
of, let us say. twelve Ministers, 
Secretaries we would call them in 
the U. S. They represent almost aa 
many parties >n Uie parliament, 
although u«ually the party to which 
the Prime Minister belong* is rep
resented by three or four. How 
these are brought together and 
temporarily kept together wll'. I 
think, appear more intelligible If 
we consider bow a government 
falls and another has to be formed 
to take its plare. 
HOW IT WORKS 

Let us suppose such a govern
ment in office nnd having a ma
jority In the Parliament. Oms. of 
the Ministers becomes dissatisfied 
with some public policy advocated 
by his colleagues. 1 might say here 
that the Ministers composing the 
'government are not necessarily Use 
"leaders" of the various parties. 
" e "leader" often appoints one of 
bis henchmen, himself remaining 
on the sidelines. This insures his 
"independence" - and irresponsibil
ity for what may occur. Bat one 
of the Ministers resigns. Usually 
the reason rs not really that he 
personally disagrees with what the 
cabinet is Jkring, or because it is 
not for the common good; but be-. 
cause the following he depends on 
in the parliament, »r the local 
bosses back in the constituencies 
that elected his followers, are not 
getting all they bargained for When 
be entered the government S i s 
resignation aloes not necessarily 
mean the fall of the government 
It creates what they call "a partial 
crisis." If his .party baa not a large 
following in the parliament, the 

"Prime Minister may by a bargain 
with some other party, waiting for 
Its share of the spoils, find nnot&er 
to take his place, arid the "crisis" 
is overA But if *ev*r.al Ministers 
becomeSdisgruntled and resign the 
Prime Minister may not be able to 
replace them and keep » majority 
in the parllarneat This creates a 
"totaj crisis." , The whole Ministry 
resigns and the Prttae Minister 
places the resignation in the hand* 
of aw King *<•* President — ft 
doesn't really m»M*r which). 

Then begins what may be called 
the vicious circle. The resignation 
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SS. PETER AND PAUL'S PARISM 

BEG PARDON I 
To the Editor: Sir. some 

printers' erASkfeta my contribu
t ion of hurt weMc will, I fesa*. 
ksd the reader to suspect that 
I am, like my eountryman "Pe-
tagius, "an ignorant dolt whose 
brain has been clogged with 
Irish stirabouts." I am made to 
say that S t Ka's Ode is a speci
men of pagan poetry! I did 
write that Dr. Kgerson divides 
his book into seven sections, 
.that the second of these sections 
deals with tne "Early Christian 
period," and that the first speci
men givea by Dr. Sigerson of 
that period is St Ita's Ode. 

In speaking of alliteration as 
s beairtifytag element <*s the 
Doctor claims) I wrote that «*-
tempt* at he—ttfjiag can be 
overdone -for instance with the' 
lipstick. I certainly did awt 
write that "beautifying poetry" 
c«m be overdone with the Up-
stick.—Ot B. M. . . . 
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of the whole Cabinet does not, as 
it does or used to be In England, 
mean an appeal to tba electorate 
First the Prime Minister "consults" 
with the King. The King may, and 
usually did, advise the Prime Min
uter to form a new government. 
Th* Prime Minister then consults 
the leaders of other parties. If he 
can get enough of these with a 
majority in the parliament, he 
comes back and Inform* the King 
and the King accepts th* new gov* 
ernment If the Prime Minister 
falls in his "consultations'' with the 
lisdcrs he informs the King; and 
the King calls in another leader 
and advises him to form a gov
ernment If he refuses or if he 
falls th* King calls another leader 
who may again refuse or fail. And 
so the "crisis'*, continues; and 
every morning the papers appear 
with big headlines: "Crisis; un
solved." "The Consultations Con
tinue." 
SHOWS VldOUSNEae 

If and when th* "crisis cannot 
be solved- with the actual parlia
ment, then and then only an appeal 
to the electorate becomes acces
sary. What happens then shows 
th* vkiousness of th* system, and 
Its hopelessness as a democracy 
where the will of the people would 
prevail There was no on* party In 
office that would be held respon
sible, and there was «o one party 
In opposition capable of taking 
over the government and becom 
Ing responsible. Hence also there 
is now no one party that can make 

jnn appeal to the electorate. In this 
situation (of an Insoluble "crisis'! 
the King (or President* calls in a 
leader of some group and commis
sions him to form a government 
"to make" the elections," This is 

I literally the phrase that was cur-
'rent in Span lib politics for a cen
tury- -hacer U* elerdenea, 

I The "leader" thus commissioned 
!by the King (or Presidcntl/niay 
I have been one of the Cabinet that 
' fell, or he may be the "leader" of 
' a group not represented in that 
i Cabinet, or he may be ona who 
I was not a member of the parlia-
Iment at alt (This latter happened 
i In the Spanish elections of Feb, 
1936.) He forms a government 
This government during its short 
rule is not dependent on parlia
ment Parliament has been dis
solved. Its office is "to make the 
elections"—and it makes them. Its 
Ministers have full control of the 
machinery of the elections. It has 
(in the Minister of the Interior) 
full control of the police force, 
which in those countries is not 
local or provincial as in the V. S. 
but national, of, as we would say. 
iFederal. With all these forces in 
hand they, usually, can obtain a re
turn at the top of the polls. They 
have made the elections. The re
tain*, depend also on the local 
bosses back in the constituencies; 
and these bosses care not a tinker's 
dam about the "idealogy" *f the 
component parts of the govern
ment What these bosses want is 
to be little monarch* in their own 
little realm*. Their support of the 
government candidate* will depend 
en what 'tnesa candidates can 
promise them: .and as- a govern
ment already \in power is a surer 
bet, they usually support the gov
ernment They, believe, very nat
urally, hi the proverb, "better the 
devil yon know Irian the devil you 
don't knew." 

These are only some evils of the 
system; but there is not apace at 
present for more of them. Tit* re* 
salt was that the peaple of these 
countries km *«in» *»» •jsrKajtcs-
tariafjlsm. I have known whole 
constituencies in those countries 
where not 10 per cent of the elec
torate ever went to the polls; and 
if you asked them, when they 
grumbled about "those scoundrels 
who govern as," why they didn't 
use the ballot and turn the scoun
drels out, the reply which became a 
proverb was "What's the nse. -"The 
government always wins." And 
even If they did go to the polls the 
government counted the votes; and 
even, again, if the scoundrels were 
turned out another band of scoun
drels took their place and the farce 
began again. This was the primal 
cause of the dictatorships, especial
ly in the "Latin" countries. 
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kmjRGICAI, DAY 
. Atchison, Kan.—The first IJtur-
gScai Day for Kansas, growing out 
of the National liturgical Weeks 
of the nut two years, was befct at 
St. Benedict's Abbey here. Under 
the patronage of the Moat Rem 
Paul C SchaRe, Bl*fcop.of Leavesy-
worth, the efcrgy of the three Kait-
sat « o « M saM U_dt*cass aspects; 
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Cardntr and Badir 
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REV. GEORGE W . E C i a 
r*«ri#r 
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AtthUnts 

Sunday: 8, 7, 9,9, 10 arwi 11. 
Fwt Vtimy. t. 7 amni 8. Bfoly-
dayr. 5^80; 8̂  7, S, W t.ni W«m-
«*ay Kasa. Baptism: 3 P . K. 
Sunday. 
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