IR, s e G
ST -

‘:

X v
ey

T e I I ——

B

T RERLAT YmA 5 SR ey e T e ey Y Gt e b T T

Pt

Jemuary 1, 1842

Rev. Dr. Owen B. McGuAIre

How ‘Democracy’ Worked
In A Many-Party System

I have xaid that the countries of
Continental Europe have never
known democracy as we under-
stand [t. X mean, of course, de-
mocracy as & sysiem of govern-
mmt; for democracy is & way of
life not a form of national govern-
ment and may exist and has in
fact existed, better In monarchies
than i has In some repubdlics. It
exists I belleve, where there
is most local Ireedom; where,
namely, the small local units are
allowed to manage their own af-
fairs without Imterference by the
national government. The niore

reptricted such local freedom is,
the more restricted Is also personal
fraedom, The founders of this Re-
public saw thal and provided mc-
cordingly.

It would not be just to lump all
the c¢ountries of Continental
KEurope in the - same category in
this reapect. Xor this viclous many<

r system  there are various
cayses in varions countries. Y will
try to explain this at anocther time.
As = concrets example of the sys-
tem let ux take Spain as it was
under the monarchy, And what I
n\y of Spain can, mutatis mu

be applied to France, Ilaly and
Portugsl during the same perlod.

The government - the Execuun
eor Adninistration as we cafl it in
thls country-~depends for {ts life
on & majority in the Parliament. It
~the government, which (s also
called the Ministry - is composed
of, let us ray, twelve Ministers.
Se¢retaries we would call them in
the U. 8. They represent almost as?
many parties in the parliament,
although usually the party to which
the Prime Minister belongs Is rop-
resented by three or four. How

these are brought together and
temporarily hept together will, 1
think, appear more intelligible 1]
we consider how a government
falls and another has to be formed
to take its plare. I
HOW IT WORHKS |
Let us suppose such a govern-.
ment in office and having a ma-
jority in the Parliament. One, or
the Ministers becomes disanusﬁed[
with some public policy advocated,
by his colleagues. I might say here |
that the Ministers composing the
‘government are not necessarily the
"les.ders™ of the various partiex,
* e “leader” often appoints one of
his hénchmen, himself remaining
on the sidelines. This insures his
*independence” - and iurresponsibil-
fty for whnat occur. But one
of the Ministers resigns. Usually
the reason is not really that he
personally disagrees with what the
cabinet is doing, or because it is
not for thé common good: but be-
canse the following he depends on
in the parliament, er the local
bosses back in the constituencies
that elected his followers, are not
getting all they bargained for when
be entered the gavernment.
resignation does not necessarily
mean the fall of the government.
It creates whiat they call “a partial
crisis” If his.party bhas not a inrge
_following in the parliament, the
Prime Minister may by & bargiin
with somé other party, waiting for
its share of the spoils, find nnothtr
to take his place, arid the "crisis”
is over, But if several Ministers
becom@dlsgnmtkd and resign the
Prime Minister may not be able to
replace thers and keep » majority
in the parllamel!. This creates a
“total crisia” 't‘ge whole Ministry
rexigns and Prime Minister
places the m:gnatiom in the hands
of the King #isr President — it
doexi't reslly mafter whieh).
Then begins Wwhat may be eatled

the vicious circle. The resignation

BEG PARDON!

To the Sir, some
printery’ er my contribu-
tion of last w will, 1 fear,

Jead the reader to suspect that
Y am, lke my ountryman Pe-
Iagius, “an ignorant dolt whose
brain has hecn clogged with
Irigh stirapouts” I am made to
say that St. Xta's Ode is a speci-
men of pagan poetry! I did
write that Dr. S‘xgtrsnn divides
his book into seven sections,
that the second of these secfions
deals with the "Early Christian
perind,” and that the first speci-
oy given by Dy, Sigerson of
that period js St. Ra's Ode. .
In speskifig of alliferation &s
& beauiifying clement (ag the
Doctor clnings) I wrote that wt-
tempia st Desutifyimg can be.
- gverdone -for instance with the
Hpstick, I cqunly did nmet

iin the Spanish elections of Feb,

of the whole Cabinet does not, as
it does or used to be In England.
mean an appsal to the electorate.
First the Prime Minister “consults”

- HOLIDAY
GREETINGS

o
CAUFIELD'S

892 MAIN STRIST WiIST

with the King. mny, and

The King m
usually did, xdvm the Prime Min-
liter to form & néw governmant.
The Prime Minister then conmilts
the leaders of other partles. If he
¢an get ecnough of these with a
majority in the parliament, he
comes back and informs the King
and the King accepta the new gove
ernment. If the Prime Minlster
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falls in his “consuliations” withy the

ieaders he Informs the King, and
the King calls in another lesder
and advises hlm ts form a gove
ernment. I{ he refuses or i he
fails the King ealls another leader
who may sgiin refuse or fall. And
so the “crisls”. continues; and
every mornl the pupirs sapper
with big bndnnu- “Crisls un-
solved.”  *“The Conmultations Con-
tinue.”
SHOWS VICIOUSNEMS f
It and when the “crisls mnae
be molved with the actual parlin-
ment, thess and then only an appeal
to the electorats becomes neces-
sary, What happens then shows
the viciousness of the system, and

its hopelsssness as a democracy
where the will of the people vmuldl
prevail. There was no one pasty in
office that would bs held respon-
sible, and there was a0 aone party
in opposition capable of taking
ofer the government and becom-
ing responsible. Hence also there
18 row no one party that ean mnke |
an appesl to the eiectorate. In this
situation (of an Insoluble "criais™)
the King (or Presldent) calls in a
leader of some group and cornmis-
sions him to form s government
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“to make” the elections” This I«
literally the phrase that was cur

rent ln Spanish po!mm for & ctp-
tury- h las

The “leader” thus commissioned
by the King (or President) /ay
hava been one of the Cabineé? that
ell. or he may be the “leader” of

a group not represented in that
Cabinet, or he may be one who
was not A member of the pariia.
{ment st all. (This latter happened

elee

1935.) He forms a government.
This government during its skort
rule is not dependent on parlia-
ment., Parilament has been dis-
swived. Its office {s “to make the
elections™ —and it malkes them. s
Minixters have full control of the
machinery of the electionx 1 has
(in the Minister of the Interigr)
full control of the police {oree,
which in those countrits i not
local or provincisl as in the U. 8
but national, or, ns we would iy,
\Federasl., With all thess forces in
hand they can obtaim a re-
turn at the top of the polls. They
wve made the elections. The re.
depend also om the Jocal
bossey back in the constituencies;
and these bosses care not & tirker's
dam about the “ideslogy” ef the
component parts of the govern-
ment. What thiése bosses want is
to be little monsarchs in their own
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little realms, Their suppoit of the
government candidates will depend
on  what “tiese ecandidites can’
promise them; .and ss' s govern-
ment already (in- power is & surer
het, they usually support the gov-
ernment. They. belisve, very nat-
urally, in the proverk, “better the
devil you know than the devil! you
dont know.”

These arc only some evils of the
system; but thére is not space af
present for mote of them. The re
suit wan that the pespls of those
countries -Jost  faith ¥ 5
wfinnism. 1 Have known whole
constituencies in those countries
where not 10 per cent of the elec-
torate ever went to the poils; and
if you asked them, when they
grumbled about “those scoundrels
who goverh us,” why they didn't)
use the hallot and turn the scouns

proverd was “What's the use. “The
government always wins” And
even {f they did go to the polls the

even, again, if the scoundrels were
turned out, snother band of scouts.
drels ook their place and the farce
began again, This was the primal’
cauxe of the dictaiorships, especial:
ly in the “Latin” countries.
MM%
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