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pictures of the year. This depant.
Hent has already given you its list

1o ten worat pictures of the year

an.' of the best performarices of
the year 8o bere, without further
sdo, s this department’s best ten
~listed in order of excellence:

“Cltizen Kane® Orson Welles'
tour de force. Striking, oviginal,
excliing.
. "The Little Fexes™. A fine screen
adaptation of a great play, supérb.
ly ncted and directesd,

“Here Comen Mr. Jerdan™—A de-
lightful fantasy, produced and act-
o0 with wit and intelligence,

| “The Stars Leek Dewn”—A. re-
ialistic and meving story of Webh
iminers, produced without artifieial
“voncu-lom {0 the box-office.

;, “Sergeant Yerkk" --A sincere. re-
tstrminned and  entirely notable
screen blogriphy.

| “Majar Barbara® - An excellent
screen transcription of Ceorge Ber-
tnyd Shaw's play. although objec.
tions to Shaw's expressed ideas on
religion and marriage most be
hotné In mind.

“Touns, Déck and Harry*--A thor-
oughly engaging comedy, with
bright moments of fantasy.

" - A constantly
ning,  sus filled plcture,
despite an inconclusive ending.

*“The Lady Kve”—A polished and
tophisticated comedy. ’

e, AR D g o

Ire ) nce “Ctime
Withant  Passion™ and the first
“Thin Man.”

I choose the following Hfteen
fims, In order of excellence. as
runners-up to Al eut the list of
1041 25 best: “Ladies in Retire-
ment.” “Mas Hunt” “Kitty Foyle,”
“Qut of the Fog” “So Ends Our
Night” “The Sea Wolf,” "The
Devil JAnd  Misy Jones,” “Love
Crazy, “Unfiniched  Business”
“The Thiet of Bagdad,” "A Yank
in the RAF.” “"A Woman'’s Fuce,”
“Texan,” “Girl in the News,” “Hold
Back the Dawn” and “Blossoms in
the Dust.™

There are a good —twenty-five
niore that should be singled gut for
special  mention there Wwole

grip-

ney's theilling “Fantasia,™ afthough
it was covered in this spice, he-
caiisé It did not play in Hochéster
during the year, but more because
I consider it—as well as the de-
lightful “Dumbe” — xs films that
should be separately classiffed 1f
you pia me down to it, T must sd-
mit that each of them would go
inlo m%ﬂs{ of tens best pictures of
the year- and in = ition well
towards the top.

leave our contemplation of the pic
tures of the yeéar and go back to
the mévies of the week.
"Dumbo®—XA-1 -

Walt Disnéy has gone back to
the simplicity that chxracterized
th%bgtt seqiences of “Snow White
and the Seven Dwarfs” sind most
of his sucoessful shorg -cartoons.
That “Dumbo,” his Disney festure.
is in the mastet’s very best vein
is really important news for the

§iDixney cult,

For “Dumbe™ biings us our fa-
vorite Dixney — the agimgtive
gening . . . the Disnéy wh ows
‘human interest and the comedy
Ahat arises from it as nio other man
in Hollywood knaws ik, “Dumbs”
haz everything you love ia Disney.

4 Thers Iz the Disne;

space. 1 do not mention Walt Dis. !

And—speaking of “Dumbo”™--let's l

Re: 16y humar—ramge -
ing Irom gentle mmirth. te uprsarie
ous slapatick. There & the Disrey
pathax -slways ss. unstresied, but
preaent, feature of the best Disney
picturen, There ja music that Me
and there is the sual skiliful Dise
’né‘y technique in drawing and cele”
'ar, parucularly in tho fantastic
:“pmk elephant’ sequences,

i There Ia & set of characters that
eank with Dimey’s most ingratiat-
'ing pen-and-ink people. There are
«the tough, little Brockiynese
gnouse, the gossipy female cles
phants; the five black crows; Cas
8oy, Jr. the train with a persons
¥ {VH Nirs. Jumbo,; the flercaly proe
(tective mother elephant. the weary
"Western Unfon stork who delivers
;Dumbo. And there fs Dumbo hime
'self-- Disney's moat appealing char
gacur since~Dopey and the Ugly
"Duckling.

! o't get the idea that “Dumbe®
s = children’s pictuve. It v, ut
,course. a perfect. pictare for chil
idren- but I can concelve of few
{ndulhf falling to be enchanted by
{it. “Enchanting” iz an overworked
j adjective but i's” time to drag it
‘out of the mothbally again. Fer
PDumbo” & completaly, entirely en-
ichamunz -Disney at hiz best—and
jihe pecfect Cheistmas present for
‘angone who goes to the moviex

jon"—A1 :
¢ Described by one critic a6 &
i Custer stery, full of action, Indi-
ans AT anschronisms,” “They,

Died With Thelr Boots On” ix news
yertheless just the atuff that Errel

Flynn fans eat up. The picture
’oovers the career of General Cuse
iter from the time that he arrives
at West Point ax a plebe through
ithe historic last stand
. Accdrding ts those who knew
their history better than I, the pro-
ducers have taken flagrant libere
(ties  with hiatbricm} fact. It is
' doubtful whether or not that will
particularly Wother the Flynn de-
votees. For the story is according
to formuls and the average fan
won't care whether the hero's char-
tacter name is General Custer er
Deadwood Dicie,

The ive cast includes Mr.
Flynn himself, witly the palpitating
Oliva de Havilland:; and such ex-
pert actors ss Sydney Greenstreet,
Stanicy Ridges, Arthur Kennedy,
Gene Lockhart and others making
as much as possible out of thelr
, roles. .

;, The publicity men, who have re-
{pestedly hamméred 'the fact that
thic massacre scene iy patterned
exacily after the famous bar-room
print. arc respomxible for - that
losing most of its effectiveness, One
:lhinks instead of Director Raoul
 Walsk carefully posing cveryone,
(with the picturé st his clbow a3 a
check., and of trained extras falle
ling off their hormses at just ihe
tri;h, t minute.

| There ate two types of Westerns
—~those, like “Texas,” which have
the saving grace of hurmor, and the
jsuper-special epies. As “They Died
. With Their Boots On™ & 8 supere
special epie, It is twice as long as
& mecre epic, and takey itsell very
seriously indeed. A person must ak
sways be very impressed by &
“s-z " but sometimes they prow a
'little wearying. /

- Other Pictures of the Week

i~ “New Wine," A-1--The music ef
(Fraazs Schubert beauntifully pre-,
‘sented in a picture thal ‘wemves
#lorions music- into & thresd of
plot. The stary is rather stuffy res
musiticiam of the opereita schedl,
‘with Alberf Bawerman's brief me-
;mtﬁts as Betthoven and an-vxage
geraled but amusing perforniames

¢ tinued on FPage 17}
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" Lamé Rider diod the Bandit, Al Dymbe, A1
| Whllirk af the Badtands, A:1 e, S ,
pE A, T
- ¥ Now, A- .
’ AR . New Wine (Not chiitibed]
Ax ,
RIVIERA -
Snadaw ol the Thim Man, A2,
. DIXIm
5 Wake Up Scronming, At
Great Gans, ' A ‘
' STATE snd LIBERTY
Tt Sarted Witk Bve, A1
w. The Pltbmrgh KM, A-t
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