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Rev. Dr. Owen B McCu:re

A Christmas Ode By An
Irish Nun 1400 Years Ago
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[vator Sgerson i bis book ~“The
The ‘other reasons” that make Biards of the ¢all and Gael. He
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L he of specinl interest to the poety wiember for 3 havent it at hanl
actual and would be o 4l ip fact o soven sectiong corresponding
Pwho take an irterest i the art of to the different poriods of Gaelw
VOEM ConKLTuction Weratiure  In the first snction he
4 7 Bves AL imeng of the pagan peri-
= o e e ol and the firat of those s St
s ode The Dactor was & poet
. e g ymsell and the (ather of 8 greater
0 15 I [ 1 / . }7 « joet, Doea Sigersan Shorter, whone
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{worge Merehith  Dortar Sigerson
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his statrments must be taken with
the proverhial grain of salt But
this book of his he wrote aseveral
-i%  intensely imterosting. In his
teanslitiony he hax endesvored to
reproduce a)l the peculidrities of
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Qur genuine “Merry Christmas {o M!" .
our friends and customers. Tleasnnt {imes~
like Christmax alweys remind vs of the
pleasure we have had in the privilege of do.
ing busineas with you. May good luck attend
_yonr.every wish thia Christmas! And may
holiday xood cheer brighten the hours of

" Q. { 4 t-r * ‘this glorious aeason 1
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tieration, ¢iminutives, ete. Thix, as
he snys, was no casy matter owing
to the great difference betweeh the
two Idioms. We have seen an ex-
ample in his having to coin a word
to transiate “Isacan™. Like Ifalian
and Spanish, Gaelic is very rich in
diminutive  terminations.  ‘Those
thrat did exist in Old Englsh have,
for some regrelable resson. pracs
tieally become ohsolete. No child
now xays lambkin for little lamh.
i In speaking of the two Tereana
T mizhi have sdded that Padraig
Pearxe, executed in 1816 as leader |
(ot the “Rising™ of that year, hax «°]
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A surely reconsider whien you see the enormous
_savings that Edwards ofters in this annual event!
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the erixing)! in rime. rhythm, al«]

Sunday kcqmeni Masses
Permitted in England
For Yictims of War

LONDON - - (NC+ The Holy
Father haxs given permusaion for
one Requtem Maass te be <ad or
sng on s Handas 6 all
vhurches -in this country tor alf
those who hdve fallen in war,
either at home or ahrowd

It was the most prevwous gift
they could thik of

poem on the same theme anid with
the same title Hatber & 1, 0 hitle
drama mexhat 10 e cadted by the
boys of his pitvate schaol The
Uile of the drama ix “Tacgim® bew
vause the modern Irish for Jesus™
s “lnsa”, and the dem.onative ters
mination. “gon”. -

Heturning to llu‘x gem »llt cOne
sinty of six stanras of fuar yorses,
ar lnes. each. It will be noliced
that the smd-words of the firet and
second lnex in each “wriza rime
with the end-word of the fourth;
angd the monotony that maght réyult
Is avoided by making the end word
of the third i rime with an 1w

jternal wérad of the fourth

GAEBLIC INFLUENCE

As alrendy noted. Dontor Sigers
son is an enthusiast wi these mats
ters. He , claims not only that
talaid rime was peculiar to Gaelic
but that end-rime when it appeared
on the Continent wax duc to Guelie
influence introduted by Irishmen,
He claims  furtber that  such
rhythin, metre and sssonance as
are found in Christian Latin verse
-for instance i the Breviary
hyms some of whith are attributed
ta 8t Ambrose was due lo lhe
same source.

The Doctor was countered in zhsx
last claim by the argument that
these things wre evudent 1 Contis
nental Latin vefors freland became
Christian. But the Docter had an
answer -severad of them. He says,
and truly, that there were Chrise
tians in Iveland before the arrival
ol St Patrick. that some of these
made their way lo- Rome through
the South of Britaln tther partly

IChristian) and Gaul, that Certainly

wgme Irish men-of-letters appeared
in Rome before St Patrik went
to Treland, anid cven befurs ho was
born

Modern research shows  that
thiese ¢inims are not so groundléss
as they appeared to be formerly.
Pelagus, the bercuirch 13 an il-
justrious example. It i§ ¢ortain that
He was Wing in Rome belore the
wenr 400 1t ie now genmerally cone
eoded that his native couantry was

TIreland.” German scho'ars among

themn my olfd friend, Dr  Pehle,
‘have seitled that defimutely We
have the authority of St Jerome
WAt he was & “Scol” which at
that time amd down through the’
Middle Ages meant Irish

The méus  passage | i Sk
Jeromo is interesting - and not o
its poetry St Jerome did not
'mince words when he flagelfEted
heresy, nor did he spare the herets

lics €itlier. “Stupidissinius et Sco=

torum pultibus  pracgravatus” is
the way he describes Pelagius,
Some years ago a writer in the
f.ondon Tabbet sulg that this is the
oldeést recorded joke on she Irish!
Hiz translation of the passage,
‘while not literal, is substantially
correct—"an ignorant dolt whose

brain has been clogged with Irish

stirabout™
ALLITERATION
‘But th return again to Ims odes

11t will be noticed that it abounds

in  alliteration. For instance:
“What were  wealth, * *Nurdling
micttived,” “Wostering nor formed
to fade » »sons of Kings and Kingly
Kin.” Allitération, though a big
‘wnn}. is nothing nore than the,
riming of firmt syllables — Doctoe
Sigersan says this was frequent in
Gaellc and adds 8 the beauty of
its poetry Still, attempts at béaw
tifying poetry might easily be over-

the decadénce of Gaelic poetry i
the 17th and 1Bth century it
overdone. However 1t must be con
ceded that even then: -during the

"'worxt “perigd of the penal code,
{they producest some sonL:tirring

‘versé  As the ate Doctor .Keil
has finely weritien “They sang
songs ot victery whm there was
ot & star in the sky "

T Nave dwelt on Doclor S;gerson'i
work for personal byt understands

{able rveizens. He was an old and

dear friend of wmine. I had re
viewed ome of his bookd in wa

L AmericAn magasine and soon atter,

(Continued un Page 19}
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: Marks{g{vnr Jubilee

Fort Mclielan, Ala.  The Rew
Roman J. Nawer, whe holds ibe
rank of Hleuténant tolonel as.
{Win of the 108ih Ficld A:{:ﬁi ,

27th Dividion, Bas just velebrated
the twenty-Afth anmversary of e
| ordinstion, ¥ the priesthood.

done --for instance with the lips..
{stick -; and §t is cerlhin that
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