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.JSW**" *^* J Vl JPiî tuwfoli fronflliwi fli^or »how«f ifie itwn 

h i i i t i W ^ MciMMiL IML fntw^fc of the prlwf* in th* *ubj*e£. Binhop 
£ r f i w ^ f i S S S S W R Kwriwjf <poke on th« «««l oi! tfc* pupU for 

"i;""0' """ti'i'rn.".!' """'"*' w f f c w tr»infnjr And ft* duiy.of the cwrgy 
,« e ^jsssr^m {& t>« le*d#r* liriuch trtiningv P«th«r Jowph 

fpw 

r."?2EHr A L X J 2 . STSSSEtM ••*•» **«*» *>* W*h «)>«»* children i» th*t 
SQi^SSnSnSnL E T 7*« dioe*f«, %\fM priesto of Roche«t«r then 

- • ^ X J T r ^ J * # £ T & A £ ..poke on th*lr «xp«mnc«« with re1»n«e time 
"**f* *y-!fr?, g ^ / P L g g . i K ' g g jp«%nt# of this diocese h«ve reoKon to be 
S T T l ^ i ^ - ^ cTrt fo t /C proud of the cure tfc*t is being given to the 

"" ^ •*'*-•-• -- religion* training of their boya »nd Rirls in 
high-nchool,* Every energy is being need by 
itishop «nd priest to «ee thwt thexc pupiin 

g tf Hw Cravtt ~ 
' M a g of the Gr«v« is «n Annual 
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^Jtienitttf 
?et A thorough course in religion that, will 
ulAH* ' the Obb'gAtion thttt reate on pupil And 

perent in this mettcr. It is no mutter of 
choice,, but« definite obligation in conscience, 
for-perents to sec th»t this trAining i« given, 

tymt in tti* wn#U eotintry cemetery for pupiu to tn«ke use of thle training. 
NA A ,Aingk mirishi in -th* I«rgfr Where the clergy «ra no eager to do their 

t̂ha,t Awrtiono or more churebe«i part, to help nArente and pupils fulfil tbclr 
Mmet«rii< that »erye the larger cttiee obligation in this matter, aurcly parents And 

AA Gene**, fo%m, Corning,. Blmi% pupil* will be equally eager to proflt by the 
Ann ftSmfc^^SfflliWfa <?fc ^ecttve A»8l»Uijce offered to them. 
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PACE M Y PASTOR 

GIVEN 'VACATION', THIS WEEK, 
BY DIOCESAN RECORDINGS 
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ia nwsjeaty 
^ I r i t o ^ l e j l ^ W ^ ' » » * l«fip*Ch, ^i* Mnfflinetg to Alf, could only 
i t * Church from the bninning, impreee men thut He was a great Leador: 

mW&mmimlmm thW^dlellJtotMng of His dignity nstho 
i O l i l ^ f o > ; S # »mUm%l• th* Son of Qod, A* the One sent by God to be a 
* H A W f f t i M ^ * * ( tf ,Jj0«^rinf Saviour to men. But His miracles imposed 
' mm4W-W-QWiwm m »«n *tonce with the fact that He was using 

,-.w. -..:•«,,•.. -.. >.*.,-..,.«, ., * power that wag more than human, a power 
that only Gad could possess. His miracles 
were Hiajproof that Ho came from God, that 
He wan the Son of God. 

So when He raised to life the son of the 
widow of Nairn, fear took hold of Hia fol
lower* and of those who assisted in the 
funeral procession. These men knew Christ 

„. _ ^ „ , „ „ r „. „.„ before, heard Rt« teaching, yot had no fear 
•f 1 nm the re»urwctfon and the of «lm. Now they recognised that the power 
that IxJleveth, in me, even, though of God was exeictwsd by Him, that an act 

'•" tH'^flk ^V^Wtftfil^trrreeti^',. Belt 
„ . ._ , ,4^*#l#W^rl* m-wW<&•$<*& the 
**-«**•? «f jeeua Ghriat^ccompany the soul 
^ f e h*iv*n, the Tbody to tta tell ;w coniecrAted 
a ^ ^ ^HTao^ Holy Mother Ghuren over 

Ave king in the name of the deceased 
/nutof Triumph* the Benedicts, uaing 

AitiphOtt that I* made up of the «orda 

b*M deadt-AhaU live: and everyone ihat liv 
lifth and belleveth in Me, ehall not die for-

, Biahop KftArnty wW ofndAtc Sunday 
aftentowi at Holy Sepulchre .Cemetery at 
theBleaaint of the GfAVes. Anew shall the 
bhfAeiiig of heaven1 he called, down upon the 

%uk earthly home of tiioee thousands of 
j^tftdie* that ahaU one day b* summoned by 
gr i | » ArureT of the ^Reeurreclion to their, true 
>- bom* 'jp %at*n. Devotedly And lovingly 
% Zajud) bireaved relative* and friends take part 

in km awvieej aorrowing, indeedi- hut not 
~;*|.ttea* who naVe no hope. Bach recurring 

U year, bring* each of Us a little closer to the 
; time when we shall be numbered among 
'thete who aieep the Alecsp of peace t each 

f'iucceeding year;"bring8 m all cloeer to the 
.xreat day of the general reeurrection, the 
, dayof thereeurtectioii of the body; May the 

far above human might had been performed: 
and1 fear took hold of them. 

Chrfat,
!« mfraetes were to the people of 

Palestine who witnessed them, and to those 
to whom they wore related by eye-witnesaea. 
unquestioned signs of Hia-divinity. Thoy 
have become to all the world mgns of Christ's 
divinity, because they have been written 
down accurately and correctly in the his. 
toncal records of the time. They remain to 
us today certain signs of the divine power 
and mission of Jesus Christ Only a rejec
tion of tho worth of every human record, 
every historical document, can justify a lack 
of confidence in those historical records 
which concern the life of Christ and its won
derful events. Therefore do all reasonable 
men of today say with the eye-witnesses of 
the raising to life of the son of the widow of 
Nainu "Lot us glorify God -^, „ ..™.w-.—.yw" «> w.« -v™jfc w v v..v „ , , —- — .-,—- —-. for a great —v..,» 

Xfeaain* of the Grave* keep u* mindful of P»Phefci* risen up among us and-God hath °«[«ncn 
^r«ht faWhful departel of our duty towards visited His people." wh,c" httV0 ruft mt0 «housand8 «r 

A GREAT ORGANIZATION DEFENDED 
"Fran" and "Cedio"—the characters quoted in the "Page 

My Pastor" column which usually appears in this space 
are being given a short vacation, this week, because they 

-dlaouutd a subject of which they mummmmmi„mmiammiumumm^mum^mm, 
wer* obvlcmiiy vwy Itrnornnt.. 

Tin ehanioltr "Kran" In mnde 
to «»v thing) nboiit Uio Knfghu 
of gelumbu* which «ro it tfteldsa 
refiactlon on that orgnnliallon 
and give a woofully lncorr«cl pic
ture of whnt the knights are do
ing in aubonUnatG oounclln. In th* 
atnte. the nation, and Internation
ally 

Thl« wtek'8 rtleaie la headed 
"A Great OrganltaUon. But-" 
and that "but" would ba dlaheart-
enlnt. dlacouraglng and perhaps 
dtattuatlna ta a young man who 
would ba invltad to Join, as 
"Cedle" la quoted aa saying' "th* 
greatest and beat organisation of 
Catlullo layman In the country" 
If not "tha greatest and beat." the 
K. of C organisation by Its work 
even today Is In that category. 

"Fran's" brother is evidently 
thinking of Joining (ha order of 
the Knights of Columbus, tho dia
logue discloses, and "Fran" |« re
vealed aa having but little knowl
edge of that organisation or she 
wouldn't ba aaylng the things 
stated. 

She Is of course a fictitious per
son and so la her "pastor" but 
the way she quotes her pastor be
littles members of the Knights of 
Columbus everywhere and there 
are 14.933 of them in 2.748 coun
cils, the latest report shows 

The "pastor's" estimate contra
dicts what has been said by 
Popes. Archbishops.' Bishops and 
othpr_pft»tors who have had the 
cooperation °f lh» knights In par* 
l*!t activities and other work of 
Catholic progress. 

"Fran" admits the knights did 
extensive work In the World War 
but falls to mention that they are 
tn the forefront of the work now 
being dono by the National Cath
olic Community Service of whlrh 
their Supreme Knight. Francis P 
Mathews, is chairman of the Ex
ecutive Committee 

The young lady dismisses the 
continued contributions to Cath-
ol.o education which the KHIRUU 
i.ro making and which were com
mended by Archbishop Mooncv m 
Atlantlo City, last month, with 
Uio statement that they raised 
somo money to. establish the 
Catholic University. She doesn't 
know of the scholarships provided 
each year by tho Now.York State 

to Calholio Colleges 

'&*&, oi ojur obligation io prepare ourselves 
K^ Jtaswgh * devout life for our own resurrec* m- tlonand etfr entrance, in the life eternal! , 

'When Christian honor is at stake, compromise la 
tlift worst fortn of Imprudence. It Is sometimes a 
«iuy to anaah th* Idols w» arc called upon to wor
ship "~Th* Messenger 

j ^ . - . I»j*g4<lttit'i MoHvtr < 
?V̂ Bi AnWricA t̂urn* in sympathy l& Preai-

•Ife aA^lbeihiottms the death of 
^ftdthM;. He. ha»r.been.̂ bjie8a<.d 

•r tow^iiki companronehip for tnany 
• year, haa known her tttnnn* and en-

IPfnt and ingpiratlon in; boyhood and 
I'M abo In the mature years "of Ills 
. tHe has had her i»ear hinlas he 

I tMttaidder or saccew. Hthw known 
• at hia side a» he took the Oath 

'Survey of hewipaper reading shows tliat the in
side pagea arts well «*& The nubile always wants 
hwlde lnformatl6n."--A«tansaii Oatette. 
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Five Years Ago*** 
-"Irl'trw- flits « th* CATHOLIC COURIER 

• sWWiasiaiBasiiisjsgigw 

r . ( i. « m t l ^ * % » ^ » « |WA. ftiUJen 
Sautt WlltlWi BfcuHt «ewly erected wside»»co for 

St, Ajidriw'a Mmtttary students from outatdo the cily 
•iff iwatojl at WW Btiftalo Road, was opened ra&fSJ*'"'** < * * * ttliMl^Utes p l A l t r a S l t K ^ ^ ^ ^ °»1? '» " e e n t Wears obje^li, 

SsT'TOsCWeeaWrVa becasfens '' t *• > * f»tfiJ M Olt S M ' 4 & iSftaafa »rth1i«»t , ,^. i^i!r R b , c burlesque entertainment 
S S a S a S s S S S ^ ^ ^ J " ^ the *Wtf l l i - - L ^ * I * ! S 1 ^ ^ ^ 5 S ^ ^ e . a t u f » L d , 8 , l » , , • New York City was definit 

•trative office mUtf »iVe 
jA^v^^',"""""' 

^e^i-vt^ 

the acw wHIdtne*;. was buUt for «tjde»t» at tho s»n-
ln*«* itrom mm*, othw batteries of the Diocese, 

" ' * • - * . - » • ' 

of c l o s i n g t h e eye* Of tt 1« th* %6&*&'mi* who believe in God t& do 

Wtimttmm «0« IMtWU* \* m'»#Uhj| *mm %i%& S4i,a Annual 
^ b ^ O j ^ j r t i t h iWAt' 2 ^ ^ CoiJftrthce of the. WocfW held at Aquinan 

' ^ a v l l t ^ * ^ ^ ! J^*!l^^\^mn«iix\mm*mum tore-
> IfWiraV ^HjA^ifcji of St Atar W Ood st Ssn Jo««, 0»ata 
i, that haa l u "* ""l *%AW» at ftabUe Haaita act only pnt a 

MUh sum* k Baler Zt Siv Atphohius pariah as 

dollars, nor of the post graduate 
scholarships to the Catholic Uni
versity given by tho supreme ot-
ganutatlon. 

It is the young woman's stated 
belief that tho knights do not 
achicvo things.of Cnthollo Interest 
tn the larger communities. If she 
read tho "Catholic News" of New. 
York or "Tho Tablet" of Brook
lyn, her knowledge of the sound 
Catholic program of tho K. nf C. 
tn the metropolitan area wouli be 
greatly developed. Kdtors like 
Richard Reid and Patrick F. 
Sconlon would give little space to 
tho knights' doings If the latter 
were not active In promoting 
sound religious practices and iff*--"* 
log the lead In advancing Cattu-
11" interests In the community 

ion-
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New York Cljjr was definitely 
ctlminaicd by acUon of the 
knights, but "Fran" evidently 
doesn't know that. 

"Fran" haa doubts that her 

"brother Bob" would be Influ
enced for the better among 
Kntg&ti of Columbus, ihs states. 
If he had Jolntd Rochester Coun
cil. Inst year, h* would have had 
opportunity to participate in 
monthly Communion Clubs, a 
Corporate Communion, forums on 
WKttcr»*of Catholic Interest, havs 
heard-Hectores on parish credit 
unlona and Caihollt-mimftmi ind 
would have been .frequently re
minded of his duties to his pas
tor and parish. 

There is one statement that 
•Fran" Is made to say. that in all 
of the Recorder's twenty-four 
year* in the Knights of Colum
bus, be bas not experienced. Ac
cording to her "pastor." when a 
Csthollc man Is Initiated Into the 
K of C "he's so Impressed with 

•the affair that he considers It 
very often something ss impor
tant as an ordination, at leaat he 
acts thst way afterwarda. by 
considering priests as his equal" 

In what council tha fictitious 
"pastor" found this condition 
must also be fictitious or far re
mote in the order On the con
trary respect for the Holy Priest
hood Is highly Inculcattd in a 
man receiving the degree of th« 
KntjrhU or Columbus, is this 
writer s experience. Even in mat. 
ters of disagreement on council 
policies, the knights always re
spect the priests' opinion and bow 
to their aacred authority 

An evidence of this is given in 
the Knights of Columbus submit
ting willingly to the wishes of the 
Hierarchy in the present work be
ing done for the men in camp In
stead of trying to carry on the 
work as they did In the first 
World War 

"Fran's" conversation was per
haps directed at the end of the 
column to spurring the Knights 
of Columbus fo even greater ac
tivity for Holy Mother the 
Church and that Is commendable, 
but the remarks made in the rest 
of the column was not encourage 
any leaders of any lay organisa
tion and especially one that has 
a record for doing things for the 
Ohurrti increasingly winning the 
approval of Archbishops and 
Bishops ss well as their pastors. 
'We refer "Fran" to "What 
Knights Are Doing" In the 
monthly Issue of "Columbia.' 
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Spiritual 
Thoughts 
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Perhaps not every rea4«r of this column has read 
Aansr Mow** USMtlHrgh'a satuty with tit* tttlt <i»ot*4 
«**¥*, But «J1 wit* hart not read it have heard of 
It, for its ha# bad imroens* unfavorable publicity. 
N«w*l»»?«rt, «n<| magaain**, »ratora. agitator*, and 
mtJKtwr* «f "p*tri#t)c" wganJsatlon* have ridiculed 

-Uw little- aasay - f j a m utmnhtnuatt ft -WB» 'vxa*8f8Pr 

haw anlmnt, * 
Naturally, in {he cours* of keeping myself fcurty 

well acquainted with alt varieties of American 
thought on th* *»*J*ct ot th* war. I looked raMuer 
hurriadjy through th* 40 pages of the little easay 
when it ttwt appeared, since then I have wondered 
why It should have occasioned such scornful or con
temptuous reaction. I attributed what seemed to ba 
almost universal opposition to th* fact that Mrs. 
Undbargh was on the wrong side, that la to say. the 
aid* not favored by most of those who have ready 
and frequent access to th* avenues and organs of 
publicity. Almost two year* ago General Hugh John

son said, "there ain't gain' to be no 
fairness from now on." I was dimly 
aware that "The Wave of th* Future" 
wasn't being given fair treatment; and 
I let it go at that. 

But now I have read tho brochure again, and 
with th* added knowledge that the year bas brought, 
I fsei much mora strongly than I did before. Mot 
that I am particularly Interested In defending Mrs. 
Lindbergh, or for that matter her husband. But In 
her book on second reading J find some Ideaa that 
art my own, and naturally I rasent their being dis
missed aa ridiculous, or treacherous. 

Her principal Ida* can be expressed tn these s«n-
tsness: 

"I cannot ss* this war simply and purely as a 
struggle between the Forces of Good and the Forces 
of KvU." 

"It would seem truer to say that the Forces of 
the Psat are fighting "the Forces of the Future."" 

'The tragedy Is that there is so much that Is good 
in the Forces of the Past and so much that Is evil 
In the Forces of the Future" 

"To make this statement Is not to say that might 
makes right or that It is Germany's turn to win." 

"It Is not to claim that the things we dislike in 
Nasism are ths forces of the future." 

"But It Is to ssy that somehow the leaders In Ger
many. Italy and Russia (she wrote in 1840' have 
discovered how to use new social and economic 
forces; very often they have used them badly but 
nevertheless they have recognised and used them." 

"They have felt the wave of the future and they 
havs leapt upon It." 

I think that much will suffice ss a statement of 
the key Idea of Mrs. Llndbergb'i little book. To me 
it seems Indubitably true 1 quite agree thst the 
present war la not a crusade with all the forces of 

• food—that la to say of God—on ene side and ail 
th* farce* of *«tt—that is t*> say *f Satan—on the 
«h*r. 

Behind Hitter and Mussolini, and «v«n fctbitid 
JUaiB and jBtalln ther* must have been audi a» a 
mattar ef historical fact tti«af«i..waji a tteniaxdogta-

"%v*W"H popular rewiinnent'a^slnst Buasia as it wsa 
in 1S17 when the C*sr we* Wiled and nla regim* 
ended: in the Italy of t t a when cbaww gave occa
sion to Mussolini to march on Rome; in the Ger
many of 1932 when Hitler began to play upon th* 
emotions of bis people. 

These men. Lenin. MuaaoilnL Hitler did not make 
something oat of nothing. They are not creators 
They worked with existing material. Th* material 
with wblct) they worked was a conviction among 
the people that something was radically wrong, and 
that a change was due. Mrs. Lindbergh asks the 
philosophical question, "What was poshing behind 
Communism? What behind Maoism? Is It nstblng 
but a return to barbarism to be crushed at all costs 
by » crusade? Or is it some new and perhaps ulti
mately good conception of humanity trying to com* 
to birth often through evil and horrible forms?" 

These questions I call philosophical. Any on* whe 
Imagines that a man, no matter how powerful, or 
three men. no matter bow vicious and diabolical, 
could turn the world upside down unless the world 
had been somehow prepared to be turned upside 
down, does not take a philosophical view of the situ
ation. The world does not suddenly go craxy with
out warning. Something was wrong- Some new 
movement was growing In strength. Some new force 
was ready to break. 

As often happens In the history of this world, cer
tain demsgoguea with devilish shrewdness recognized 
the new force and used It. Better men would have 
used it benevolently. These evil men used it malev
olently. 

For us here In the United States It Is more im
portant to detect similar unrest if it exists, and to 
make good use of It than to be blind to the unrest 
and let some future dictator make use of It. As Mrs. 
Lindbergh says. "A world In which there were wide
spread depressions, millions of unemployed and 
drifting populations was not going to continue In
definitely That world was ripe for change. That It 
had to die tn violence is a catastrophe " 

As I say. I am no champion of the Lindberghs. 
But it seems to me that the Colonel's lady and per
haps the Colonel himself have hit upon an Important 
truth It might be better to ease up on the vitupera
tion and Investigate our own political and moral 
condition Perhaps we can stave off HlUtr better 
by an examination of conscience and a resolution of 
amendment than by going Into battle with him 

• Copyright, »«!. N C. W C • 

Prayer Is A Power 
By REV. DANIEL A. LORD, S.J. 

We were talking, my Jesuit priest friend and I. of 
tlie pbwer of prayer, and I told one of th.« most con
vincing cases 1 had known. 

This saintly young woman was determined, against'' 
the Qtrctst odds, that she was goto* to be si Carmel' 
Its Nun. All the hurdles had been overcome except 
the last—tha sad old hurdle of money She needed 
money to pay debts she could not take to ths con
vent, she needed money for the equipment she re
quired, and of course, there was the dowry that Car
melites are expected to bring alnce that money sup
ports them during their certainly non-flnancially-pro-
ductlve lives as contemplative*. . 

Day after day when her office work was done, she 
went to the parish church and prayed for the money 
A major miracle was needed, no doubt of that, for 
the sum she had in mind was almost Sl.S00.00. 

Then one day as she knelt praying, a woman 
touched her on the shoulder 

"I've noticed you praying here tune and again, and 
you pray so hard What are you ask-

AlOnC lnX '°r If you don t mind telling me*" 
The young woman told her simply. 

H i t W a y 'he needed 11500 00 to leave horns 
debtlcas and enter the convent. 

The oldfr wnmsn smiled T d love to think I put 
a girl in the Carmel." she answered, "perhaps, self
ishly In the hope she d pray for my husband and me. 
If you 11 take the money from me. I d be happy to 
see you go right away" 

And she went, and the woman and her husband 
cams to watch happily on the day her protege was 
robed as a Carmelite 

My Jesuit priest frtend had his story 
This young man 'for the story In a way reverses' 

found that he was not meant to be a religious priest 
as he had hoped to be So regretfully he left the 
novitiate and come back to what he thought of as 
"the world " But he was fully determined to lead a 
fine Catholic life as a layman and it seemed to him 
perfectly logical (as surelv It wss> that he marry 
and found a Catholic family 

So he went to church this particular afternoon 
and pf»y*d with unaSected simplicity 'Dear Lord. 
I should like to mariry and establish a home But I 
don't know any girl that seems to nt into the picture 
of what you'd want a Catholic wife to be Will you 
please send one to me"" 

He started to leave the church, end as he did a 
woman with her young lady daughter stopped btm. 
'•We're strangers," the lady said, "and Just dropped 
into tho church. It's very beautiful. I wonder I* 
you'd tett us a tittle about It." 

Quite willingly he did. He showed them around 
the church, explaining and indicating as he went 
They were Catholic, good Catholics, and they fol
lowed his lead willingly 

Names were interchanged. The Isdy asked him to 
dinner He went Hi and the daughter knew it was 
for them love at first algbt Tfiey were married with
in a very short time And tha fine Catholic borne is 
now an ax-omplishcd fact. 

Prayer hssn t lost one particle of Its power 
s e e 

She was not. I'm sure, more than three She had 
Ouffy hair, a fluffy dress, and a swestly fluffy took 
about her And she wandered down the aisle of the 
Pullman smiling at ail of us We smiled back 

At my table, she paused. Interested In my type
writer ' I stopped typing and attempted a bit of 
conversation. 

She rested ber fingers on the table, her chin 
scarcely coming to the table top And I started Her 
tiny little fingernails were stained the darkest of 
blood-reds. Then her mother, very much ths kiddlsh 
girl took her away 

That three-year-old with those bloodred nails. 
Heigh ho' I guess Ira just an old fogey st heart. 

• • • 
When he came up before the officers who assigned 

the new recruits to their work In the navy, they 
asked him what tied naturally prefer. As he was 
right out of the big wholesale food company, bis in
stant reply was "Quartermaster"* 

They nodded sagely but In slight surprise, and he 
found hintself ushered into a room covered with 
maps, loaded with complicated steering machinery, 
heavy with plans of the heavens. And to his horror 
he realised that he, who never hsd been worth a 
darn in mathematics, had made a craal mdtgVg 
Quartermasters in the Navy have nothing to do with 
food or supplies but everything in the world with 
the steering of a ship 

Why don't we Americans get together and agree 
on words" 

Notes On Two Best-Sellers 
By REV. BENEDICT EHMANN 

"Whosoever will lose his life for 
my sake shall find it " 

Never forget how God loves 
you. and that In tUts Sacred 
Heart you have wherewith abund
antly to satisfy for every debt 
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t TACK AND COMPANIONS, 

Rverythlng that comes to us 
passes away Riches, h o n o r s , 
power and title fade. What does 
not pass is the knowledge of the 
love of God and His Son. 

When Christian honor is at 
stake, compromise Is the worst 
fbrm of imprudence. It Is some
times a duty to smash the idols 
we are called upon to worship. 

Ufee Blessed Thomas More, who 
joked on the scaffold, the best 
type of Christian tries to meet 
persona) misfortune with a smile 
and a jest. 

Sometimes our holiness is bard_ 
and square tike a stone; a sort of 
righteousness that may easily be 
transplanted into the seven deadly 
sins, 

Xt you wish to work efficacious
ly for tn* gfer? sf God. S3?d* yettr-

t*elfe romain hidden. He who lives 
a W* hidden !« God, gains every
thing1, influence* everythingi 

The lists don't show It but I m sure that the big-
gest bestseller of the last three months is the New 
Revised Translation of the New Testament. If i! 
will only be read now with half the enthustasm 
that goes to other best-sellers' 

I have come-across some strange Ideas about the 
new translation. I wonder bow general they are 
among Catholics. 

For instance, one person had a vague Impression 
that the Church was somehow changing the Bible. 
Another person asked me for a copy of the nave 
Bible. Still another thought she was setting n ropy 
of the Sunday Epistles and Gospels which she could 
use to follow the priest with at church 

These Were good people who were present. I am 
suie. nn Bible Sunday last May. and listening with 
two ears to whatever their priests were telling them 
from the pulpit Were they pooriy told, or were they 
even told at all* How simple to have been told the 
following points 

I. The Bible has two parts, the Old 
Library Testament and the New Testament 

t. Only the New Testament is the 
S lgnpOSt subject of the revised translajpft 

J. It Is planned to publish a revised 
translation of the Old Testament in 1943: Bible ex
perts are now working on i t 

4. This new translation Is not a changing of the 
Bible: man cannot change the word ot God. 

5. The new translation is simply a rendering into 
simpler, modern English the original Greek of the 
New Testament. 

«. The translation we had been using before this 
new one. was the Douai-Rhcims. made way back in 
the early years of the seventeenth century hy exiled 
priests Who had sought refuge in the Continental 
towns of Poual and Rheims. 

, 7. The English language has changed a lot in the 
300 ycara since that time. Many words have gone 
out pf use: others have come fcn lat? .̂ The struc
ture Of sentences ha* been simplified' considerably, 
especially in, our own lifetime. 

A. As a result, the Douai-Rheims English of the 
Bib!* cam* to sound suited, sometimes angular and 
awkward, often unfamiliar, to modern ears. Faced 
with' the problem of leading their people to be-

,eo*ft* familiar with,the Bible and to love it the 
Bishops of this) country commissioned Bible scholars 
to work out a new translation, with expressions and 
words modernised, with sentences simplified. What 
these scholar* have already finished covers the New 
Testament. It will take them two more years to 
cover th* Old Testament—a much harder job. be
cause it is tenter, aaa its original language i He
brew* is much more remote. 

A. Sine* language changes constantly, the present 
ttew translation will very likely *e old-fnshioned hy 

2041. and by 2241 it will be archaic Then anotber 
translation will hsv« to be made in whatever kind 
of English is being spoken in those days, if any 
Languages come and go. but God's Book endures 
to the end of time, and it simply remains for apos-
Sol.c scholars uho have mastered the Greek and 
Hebrew m which It WSJJ written, to *Ct ss Inter
preters putting it In the common Speech of their 
own people 

s e a 
It is a big Jump from the New Testament to Vr 

Cronin's T/he Hays of the Kingdom, both in point of 
time and ehara^cr A few weekc ago, this column 
carried an estimate of this newest "rave" of the 
afternoon clubs. Some people resented i t although 
I was really quite friendly. To appease them, I sub
mit another estimate which I take iwtth permis
sion' from Maryknoll's The Field Afar: 

"China looms large in A. J Cronin s The Keys 
of the Kingdom. The country and the career of the 
story's hero, a Scotch mlssioner named Father Fran
cis Chisholm. figure only as a background In etch
ing the character of this kindly, catholic-minded 
priest The authgr]s Interest is not particularly the 
Catholic Church of Catholic priests, but life, and 
in this pilgrimage Into the life of noe who ex
presses his ideals by service to God In the Catholic 
apostolate. he at times touches beauty. The book 
portrays a priest with gifts of soul which spell 
charm and greatness in whomsoever found. 

"Dr Cronin has misfired to a minor degree in his 
Interpretation of such things as the Catholic Sister* 
hood and mission life and procedure. However, this 
does not deprive him of great credit for journeying 
so skillfully over a difficult terrain." 

I agree with this last judgment, with the possible 
exception of the phrase "minor degree" The care
less reader might get the impression that the de
gree of Dr. Cronin's "misfiring" is so slight ss to 
be unimportant. It's more than that. And yet it's 
not enough to be called major. See whether you can 
find the balance I mean. 

For people who are bothered by tightrope-walking 
in book reviews. I offer the following broad-planked 
statements about The Keys ef the Kingdom: 

1 It is not an obscene or cruel book: far from B! 
2. It is not a dry book: far from it! 
3. It Is not an anti-Catholic or anticlerical book. 
4. It will not hurt anyone who swallows it with * 

few grains of baptismal salt. 
5. It Is not worth the time of mature readers, who 

will be disappointed by its popgun shots with the 
os-M-mial Catholic dynamite, so powerfully usc& tn 
The Labyrinthine Ways and The Diary ef a Country 
IVtr-Ht. 'lio I have to repeal that these last two sro 
not for young people?) 
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